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JOHN BERRY McFERRIN, D.D. 


My Dear Sir: —As Editor, Missionary Secretary, and Book 
Agent, you have been at the head-quarters of Southern Method¬ 
ism for more than a quarter of a century, and during that time 
we have labored together as true yoke-fellows: as a slight testi¬ 
monial of my friendship, permit me to inscribe your name on this 
Dedication-page. 

If done at all, it must be done speedily, as you and I must 
shortly put off these tabernacles. But we hope to renew our friend¬ 
ship in that “better country,” where we have many dear friends 
waiting to welcome our arrival. Among the foremost of those 
whom we have not seen in the flesh will be “our beloved brother 
Paul,” who will kindly tell us how near we came to the true in¬ 
terpretation of his wonderful Epistle to the Romans. But such 
meditations belong not to this place. 

The permission to put your name on this page will give the 
volume favor among the thousands of our Israel. 

Your brother in Christ, The Author. 




PREFACE. 


TN undertaking the task of writing a Commentary on the Epistle 
to the llomans—to which we had been so long urged—we pro¬ 
posed to follow the general plan adopted in the Commentaries on 
the Gospels and on The Acts—adapting it as a popular work to all 
classes of students. We have done so. But the peculiarity of mat¬ 
ter and style in this Epistle demanded some variation. We found 
it necessary, c. </., to make an entirely new translation, embodying 
some of the various readings which have come to light in modern 
times—the reason for which, where expedient, has been given in the 
notes. The idiom of the original has been reproduced, as far as 
possible— though in some cases at the expense of smoothness in the 
version. Critical students, moreover, wish to see the original terms 
when the sense cannot well be given without citing them. The 
common reader will condone this, as he can pass over critical notes 
of this sort, and get the result without regarding the process by 
which it is reached—though he might be all the better satisfied 
with it, as he sees it is not reached without due care and research. 
In such a writing as this Epistle, no other course will answer. 

The names of authors cited are sometimes abbreviated— e. g., “ W. 
and W.” for Webster and Wilkinson. As a grammatico-critical 
Commentary, theirs is unsurpassed. William Webster was an ac¬ 
complished scholar—Fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge—As¬ 
sistant Master in King’s College School. His death some years 
since was much lamented. William Francis Wilkinson was at one 
time Theological Tutor of Cheltenham College, and more recently 
Hector of Lutterworth, the parish of John Wycliffe. In the year 
1880 occurred the Semi-millennial Celebration of the great Re¬ 
former's Translation of the Scriptures—of which we have made 
much use in the present work. We sent to his successor, by a 
friend, our grateful acknowledgment of the help derived from the 
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well as the former, we would fain make a fresh acknowledgment. 

But when we meet in paradise, this pleasant duty can be better 
performed in their case, and in that of John Chrysostom, James 
Arminius, John Goodwin, James Macknight (who first, through 
Adam Clarke, gave us the key to portions of this Epistle, which 
Augustin and his followers so sadly misconstrued), and many others, 
whose works have been so freely consulted, and who have been duly 
credited in the notes. 


As noted in previous volumes, we have followed the usual ab¬ 
breviations—A, B, C, D, Sin., etc., for the Alexandrian, Vatican, 
Paris, Cambridge, Sinaitic, MSS., and others; Heb., LXX., Vulg., 
Syr., etc., for the Hebrew Bible, Septuagint, or Greek version, Vul¬ 
gate, or Latin, and Syriac version, etc. 

Other contractions and technical terms may be found explained in 
dictionaries and other manuals. Every name of person, or place, 
or thing, requiring explanation in the notes, has received it. The 
map prefixed will afford no little assistance to the student. 
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I.—Omgjn op The Epistle to the Romans. 
rpiIAT tliis Epistle was written to the Church at Rome, by the 
“L Apostle Paul, and was recognized at the time and ever after as 
a part of the inspired canon, was never questioned except by certain 
fanatical heretics—Ebionites, Encratites, and Cerinthians—who re¬ 
jected it because it opposed their errors. 

The internal evidence of its genuineness is conclusive. It bears 
the inscription of “Paul a servant of Jesus Christ, a called apostle”: 
it is written in Ins style—its personal allusions, familiar observa¬ 
tions, Scripture quotations, peculiar mode of discussing controverted 
subjects, exhortations, counsels, etc., point to no other writer—while 
its agreement with the stale of things at that time in Rome, as re¬ 
corded in contemporary writings, especially the Acts of the Apos¬ 
tles, leaves no room to doubt of its Pauline origin. 

The external evidence is quite as satisfactory. It is repeatedly 
quoted by the Apostolical Fathers—Barnabas, Clemens Romanus, 
Ignatius, and Polycarp—and by their successors, Iremeus, Theophi- 
lns of Antioch, Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Tertullian: it is 
recognized in the Muralorian Fragment ( cir . 150 to 200 A.D.), and 
all other Catalogues of the Holy Scriptures, and it was placed in the 
old Syriac and Latin translations of the New Testament. By none 
of these authorities was its Pauline origin questioned. Modern 
skeptics are forced to recognize this venerable document as an 
Epistle of the Apostle of the Gentiles—though they inconsistently 
reject the gospel to the truth and divinity of which it bears so irre¬ 
fragable testimony. 

The historical and critical proofs of this, as presented with so 
much opulence of learning by Lardner in his “Credibility,” and so 
much acuteness of argument by Paley in his “Horai Paulina;,” and 
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(lie accumulated evidence furnished by more recent writers, have 
scnrcely ever been aasailcd—indeed, it would be insane to attempt 
to set aside testimony so full, so clear, so overwhelming. 

It mavbe affirmed, therefore, without fear of any contradiction 
worthy of notice, that this Epistle was written from Corinth by 
I’uiil, dr. A.T). 58, just before lie went to Jerusalem with the contri¬ 
butions to the poor saints in Judea. Acts xix.; xx.; Horn. xv. 25, 
2(1. He employed Tertius as an amanuensis, though lie verified 
the manuscript by an autograph indorsement. It was forwarded by 
I’liehc, a deaconess of the Church at Cenchrca, who visited the im¬ 
perial metropolis on some business, the character of which is not 
stated. 

II.— Design of the Efisti.e to the Romans. 

The apostle hod a fivefold purpose in writing the Epistle to the 
Romans. 

First. Ho wrote to establish the equal claims of Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles to evangelical privileges—all alike being sinners, all alike 
may lie saved through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Second. To settle the great evangelical principle that “ We are 
accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ liy faith, nnd not for our own works or descrv- 
ings”—legal obedience of any sort—showing that this doctrine of 
gratuitous pardon—“that we arc justified by faith only—is a most 
wholesome doctrine, nnd very full of comfort." 

Third. The apostle sets forth the practicableness and necessity of 
holiness under the Evangelical dispensation. 

Fourth. lie wished to compose the differences arising in the 
Church, in regard to certain cases of conscience which required 

Fifth. lie wanted, moreover, to testify his love to the brethren at 
Rome, and to inform them of his purpose to visit them as soon os 
possible, to enjoy their society, and to confirm them in the faith. 

These live points are not handled according to our modern rules 
of dialectics, or rhetorical arrangement, or in the articulate manner 
of a Catechism or Confession of Faith. Matters which belong to 
one section of the Epistle receive attention in another. Thus, per¬ 
sonal concerns, which for the most part arc relegated to the close of 
the Epistle, are anticipated in the introduction, and also in an af¬ 
fecting manner in the beginning of his diatribe against Jewish ex¬ 
clusiveness (eh. ix.), to show that instead of being prompted by 
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prejudice, as the Apostle of the Gentiles, he wrote under the influ¬ 
ence of the most intense love to his brethren according to the flesh. 
So his doctrine of sin is properly reproduced in his essays on justi¬ 
fication and sanctification, as these points are anticipated in the 
opening of the Epistle. But is not this method in accordance with 
the analogy of nature, and well adapted to the design of the writer? 
It is possible that the effect which it produces on the attentive 
reader might not be heightened by a recension of the Epistle ac¬ 
cording to modern rules of composition. After a careful study of 
this masterly document, the design of the writer is so apparent, and 
the result is so satisfactory, that one is left to marvel at the contro¬ 
versies which it has occasioned. 

III.— Prerequisites to the Study op the Epistle to the 
Romans. 

First. It is not necessary that the student should be intimately 
versed in Roman history, or that the commentator should devote 
much space to this matter; yet some knowledge of the subject seems 
necessary to a proper comprehension of this Epistle. Accordingly 
every point of the kind—such as allusions to persons, places, and 
events—occurring in the Epistle, has received duo attention in the 
notes, which, it is hoped, will prove serviceable and satisfactory. It 
may not, perhaps, be out of place to add a paragraph concerning 
the Eternal City. 

Rome was founded by Romulus, cir. 753 B.C. It first occupied 
only the Palatine Hill, but subsequently embraced six other hills. 
At one time its walls were twenty miles in circuit. It had thirty- 
seven gates, and thirty-one roads radiated from it to all parts of the 
Empire. It is situated in latitude 41° 54' north, and longitude 12° 
27' east—on both sides of the Tiber, fifteen miles from its mouth in 
the Mediterranean. There were formerly eight principal bridges 
over the river, relics of three of which still remain. The city was 
adorned with magnificent buildings, among which was the Capitol, 
on the Capitoline Hill, which inclosed the temples of Jupiter, Mi¬ 
nerva, and Jnno. On the Vatican I-Iill was the temple consecrated 
to Apollo and Mars, on the site of which a church dedicated to St. 
Peter was built A.D. 324. This was substituted by the present edi¬ 
fice, which was begun in 1506, and dedicated in 1626. It cost forty- 
eight million of dollars—a large amount of which was raised by 
the sale of Indulgences. The Vatican adjoining it is a palace con- 





returned; and manv Jews have continued to reside in Rome, though 
under great disabilities and oppressions—front which they are hap¬ 
pily relieved under the present anti-papal regime. 


It is probable that Christianity was introduced into the Imperial 
City by the “strangers of Rome,” who returned from Jerusalem after 
the great Pentecost, A.D. 33. Paul visited it eir. 62, and suffered 
martyrdom there under Nero, eir. 66. Tradition sayB Peter was 
crucified there at the same time, which may have been the case; but 
it is not certain that Peter ever visited Rome. The early Christians 
there were fearfully persecuted by some of the emperors; the cata¬ 
combs near the city aud under it are impressive mementoes of their 
sufferings. These persecutions, of course, ceased when Constantine 
came to the throne. 

In 410 the city was taken by Alaric, and in 455 by Genseric: it 
fell under the power of the Ostrogoths and the emperors of the 
East, and in the eighth century passed into the hands of the popes, 
and became the capital of the States of the Church. From 1809 to 
1814 it was the capital of the Department of Rome in the French 










INTRODUCTION. 


Borne,-ancient and modern, with elegant pictorial illustrations, may 
be found in Potter’s Bible Encyclopiedia. 

Second. It is of great importance that the student, as well as the 
commentator, should come to the study of this Epistle with freedom 
from all undue theological bias. This should be specially noted in 
regard to the Fall (eh. v.), and to election and reprobation (eh. viii.; 
in.). It is worse than folly to attempt to find Augustinianism, on 
the one hand, or Pelagianism, on the other, where there is neither. 
The germs of these and other erroneous systems are found, indeed, 
in this Epistle; but they are there only to be condemned; and the 
marvel is, that after what the inspired apostle has written in this 
Epistle, they should ever have been developed. 

Third. Attention should be paid to the character and circum¬ 
stances of the writer and those to whom he wrote. This has been 
generally overlooked in theological discussions on certain portions 
of the Epistle. It was not conceived in the Council of Trent, nor 
in the Synod of Port—in the Lambeth Palace, nor the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines! The quinquarticular controversy had not 
then arisen; though one may descry the germ of it in the exclu¬ 
siveness which some arrogantly assumed, and which the apostle so 
earnestly opposed. 

Fourth. Due regard should be had to the dialect used by the 
writer. It is a vigorous Hellenistic Greek. It abounds with He¬ 
brew idioms, admirably adapted to the subject and design of the 
Epistle, and the character and condition of those to whom it was 
addressed. It is also well adapted to ns on whom the ends of the 
world have come—as it is embodied in a collection of other writings 
of a similar character, the study of which, in connection with this 
Epistle, will leave the student in doubt as to the meaning of but 
few expressions employed by the writer. This point seems to have 
been too generally overlooked by the translators of our Authorized 
Version; hence we have given an original translation, in the execu¬ 
tion of which this matter has been duly regarded. It is indeed one 
of great importance. Under the bias of false philological princi¬ 
ples, interpreters of this Epistle have been led astray almost as 
much as others who have essayed to interpret it under the bias of 
certain dogmatic proclivities. It will be seen by the notes that wo 
have paid due attention to the various readings of MSS. and ver¬ 
sions, and the interpretations of commentators of every school, an¬ 
cient and modern. 
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Rut it is unnecessary to enlarge on questions of this sort, which, 
it is hoped, have received sufficient attention and elucidation in the 
Exposition. 

Written with much labor and prayer, this Commentary is sent 
forth with a ifevout hope that, by God’s blessing, it may afford some 
aid to the seeker of truth in the study of this magnum opus of the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles. 


NEW TRANSLATION 


The Epistle of Paul, the Apostle, to the Romans. 


CHAPTER I. 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, a called apostle, 

2 separated unto God’s gospel, which he promised of 

3 old, through his prophets, in Holy Scriptures; concern¬ 
ing his Son—who was born of David’s seed, according 

4 to flesh, who was declared God’s Sou in power, accord¬ 
ing to a Spirit of holiness, by a resurrection of the dead 

5 —Jesus Christ our Lord; through whom we receive 
grace and apostleship for obedience of faith among all 

6 the Gentiles, for his name; among whom are ye also 

7 called ones of Jesus Christ: To all who are in Rome, be¬ 
loved of God, cnlled saints—grace to you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, indeed, I thank my God, through Jesus Christ, 
for all of you, because your faith is being celebrated in 

9 all the world. For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, how incessantly 

10 X make mention of you always in my prayers, asking if 
by any means, now at length I shall be permitted by 

11 the will of God to come to you. For I long to see you, 
that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, in order 

12 that ye may be established; and this is, to be encour¬ 
aged among you by the mutual faith of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
many times I purposed to come to you (and yet was hin¬ 
dered— till the present), that some fruit I might have 

14 among you also, even as among the other Gentiles. To 
both Greeks and Barbarians, to .both wise and unwise, I 

15 am a debtor. Thus, as far as in me lies, I am ready to 
preaeli the gospel even to you who are in Rome. 

1G For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
(xiii) 
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God’s power for salvation to every one who believes, both 

17 to Jew, first, and to Greek. For God’s righteousness in 
it is being revealed, by faith for faith, as it is written, 
But the righteous by faith shall live. 

18 For God’s wrath is being revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteouness of men, who 

19 hold the truth in unrighteousness; because the knowl¬ 
edge of God is manifested among them, for God mani- 

20 fested it to them. For his unseen things since the crea¬ 
tion of the world are perceived, being understood by the 
things made—both his eternal power and divinity—so 

21 that they are inexcusable; because when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, or gave him thanks, 
but became vain in their reasonings, and their foolish 

22 heart was darkened; professing to be wise men, they be- 

23 came foolish; and exchanged the glory of the incorrupt¬ 
ible God for a likeness of an image of corruptible man, 

24 and birds, and quadrupeds, and reptiles. Wherefore 
God also delivered them over, in the lusts of their 
hearts, unto impurity, so that their bodies were dishon- 

25 ored among them; who exchanged the truth of God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served the creature instead of 

26 the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. On this 
account God gave them up unto infamous passions; for 
even their females exchanged the natural use for that 

27 which is against nature; and likewise also the males, 
leaving the natural use of the female, were inflamed in 
their lust one toward another—males and females com¬ 
mitting indecency, and receiving in themselves the Rec¬ 
ompense of their error, which was meet. 

28 And as they did not choose to retain the knowledge 
of God, God gave them over unto a reprobate mind to 

29 do things unbecoming; having become filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, depravity, covetousness, 
malice; full of envy, murder, contention, deceit, malig- 

30 nity; whisperers, backbiters; God-hated, contumacious, 
arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil things, disobedient 

31 to parents; without understanding, covenant-breakers, 

32 without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful; who 
knowing the ordinance of God, that those who practice 

i these things are worthy of death, not only do them, but 
are even well pleased with those who practice them. 



CHAPTER II. 


1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever 
thou art who judgest; for wherein thou judgest another, 
thou condemnest thyself; for thou who judgest art prac- 

2 ticing the same things. But we know that the sentence 
of God is according to truth upon those who practice 

3 such things. And thinkcst thou this, O man, who judg¬ 
est those practicing such things as these, and art doing 

4 them, that thou shalt escape the sentence of God? Or 
the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suf¬ 
fering, dost thou despise, not knowing that the goodness 

5 of God loadeth thee to repentance? But according to 
thy hardness and impenitent heart, thou treasurest up to 
thyself wrath in a day of wrath and revelation of God’s 

6 righteous judgment—who will render to every one ac- 

7 cording to his works—to those on the one hand, who, by 
perseverance in well-doing, seek for glory, honor, and 

8 immortality, eternal life; to those on the other hand, 
who are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 

9 unrighteousness, shall be indignation and wrath, tribu¬ 
lation and anguish, upon every soul of man who doeth 

10 evil, both of Jew first, and of Greek; but glory, honor, 
and peace, to every one who works that which is good, 

11 both to Jew, first, and to Greek; for there is no respect 
of persons with God. 

12 For as many as without law sinned, without law also 
shall perish; and as many as in law sinned, through law 

13 shall be judged. For not the hearers of the law arc 
righteous with God, but the doers of the law shall be 

14 declared righteous. For when Gentiles—those who 
have no law—by nature do the things of the law— 

15 these, having no law, to themselves are law; who ex¬ 
hibit the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bearing joint-testimony, and their reasonings 

16 among one another, accusing, or even defending, in a 
day when God will judge the secrets-of men, according 
to my gospel, through Jesus Christ. 

17 But if thou art named a Jew, and restest thyself in 

18 law, and lioastest in God, and knowest his will, and dis- 
tinguishest the things which differ, being instructed out 

19 of the law; art persuaded, moreover, that thou thyself 

20 art a guide of the blind, a light of those in darkness; an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes; having the 
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21 form of knowledge and of truth in the law: the one 
therefore who is teaching another—thou dost not teach 
thyself; the one who is preaching not to steal—thou 

22 dost steal; the one who is charging not to commit adul¬ 
tery—thou dost commit adultery; the one who is abhor- 

23 ring idols—thou dost rob temples; who in law boastest, 
by the transgression of the law, thou dishonorest God; 

24 for the name of God on account of you is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles, as it is written. 

25 For circumcision, indeed, profits, in case that thou 
practicest law; but in case thou art a transgressor of 

26 law, thy circumcision is become uncircumcision. In 
case, therefore, the uncircumcision keep the require¬ 
ments of the law, will not his uncircumcision be ac- 

27 counted for circumcision? And the uncircumcision by 
nature fulfilling the law, shall judge thee, who, with 

28 letter and circumcision, art a transgressor of law. For 
not he who is a Jew outwardly is one, nor is that cir¬ 
cumcision which is outward in the flesh, circumcision; 

29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision 
is of heart, in spirit, not in letter, whose praise is not of 
men, but of God. 


CHAPTER III. 

1 What then is the preeminence of the Jew? or what 

2 is the profit of circumcision? Much in every way: for 
first, indeed, because they were intrusted with the ora- 

3 cles of God. For what if some distrusted ? Shall their 

4 distrust make the trust of God void? Far be it! But 
let God be true, though every man be a liar, as it is 
written, That thou mayest be justified in thy words, and 
mayest overcome in thy judgment. 

5 But if our unrighteousness evinces God’s righteous¬ 
ness, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who in- 

6 flicts wrath ? (I speak as a man.) Far be it! For 

7 then, how will God judge the world? For if the truth 
of God by my lie abounded unto his glory, why yet am 

8 I also judged as a sinner? And why may we not (as 
we are slandered, and as some affirm that we say) do 
evil that good may come?—whose condemnation is 
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CHAPTER III. 


9 What then? do wc surpass them?. Not in the least; 
for we before proved that both Jews and Greeks are all 

10 under sin, as it is written, There is none righteous, no, 

11 not one. There is none who understands, there is none 

12 who seeks after God: all turned aside, together they 
became unprofitable; there is none who doeth goodness 

13 —there is not even one. A sepulcher opened is their 
throat; with their tongues they were using deceit; ven- 

14 oms of asps is under their lips; their mouth of cursing 

15 and bitterness is full; swift are their feet to shed blood; 

1(> destruction and misery arc in their ways; and a way of 

17 peace they did not get to know; there is no fear of God 

18 before their eyes. 

19 Now wo know that whatever things the law says, it 
speaks to those who are in the law, in order that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be under 

20 penal sentence to God; because by works of law no flesh 
shall be declared righteous in his presence, for through 
law is knowledge of sin. 

21 But now apart from law, a righteousness of God 
has been manifested, being attested by the law and the 

22 prophets; namely, a righteousness of God through faith 
of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all, who believe; 

23 for there is no difference; for all sinned, and are com- 

24 ing short of the glory of God, being declared righteous 
freely, by his grace, through the redemption which is 

25 in Christ Jesus: whom God set forth a propitiatory 
'offering, through faith in his blood, for a declaration of 

his justice, because of the pretermission of former sins, 

20 through the forbearance of God; with a view to the 
declaration of his justice in the present time, that he 
might be just while justifying him who is of faith in 

27 Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By 
what law? Of works? Nay, but by a law of faith. 

28 Therefore we reckon that a man is justified by faith, 

29 without works of law. Or is he the God of Jews alone? 

30 and not also of Gentiles? Yes, of Gentiles also; seeing 
one is the God who will justify circumcision by faith, 

31 and uncircumcision through the faith. Law, then, do 
we make void through the faith? Ear be it! On the 
contrary, we establish law. 

2 ‘ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1 Witat then shall we affirm Abraham our father to 

2 have found, as to flesh? For if Abraham by works was 
justified, he has ground of boasting; hut not with God; 

8 for what says the Scripture? And Abraham believed 

4 God, and it was reckoned to him for righteousness. But 
to him who works, the reward is not reckoned as of 

5 grace, but as of debt; whereas to him who works not, 
but believes on him who justifies the ungodly—his faith 
is reckoned for righteousness. 

6 Even as David also affirms the blessedness of the 
man to whom God reckons righteousness without works: 

7 Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and 

8 whose sins are covered. Blessed is a man to whom the 
Lord may in no wise reckon sin. 

9 This blessedness, then, is it affirmed of the circum¬ 
cision, or also of the uucircumcision? for wc say that 

10 the faith was reckoned to him for righteousness. How 
then was it reckoned ? when he was in circumcision, or 
in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncir- 

11 cumeision. And a sign he received—of circumcision— 
a seal of the righteousness of the faith which ho had in 
the uneircumcision, in order that he might be a father 
of all who believe while in uneircumcision, that the 

12 righteousness might be reckoned also to them; and a 
father of circumcision to those who arc not only of cir¬ 
cumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith 
of our father Abraham, in uncircumcision. 

13 For not through law was the promise to Abraham 
and his seed that he should be the inheritor of a world, 

14 but through righteousness of faith. For if they who are 
of law are inheritors, the faith becomes useless, and the 

15 promise is made void; for law causes wrath : but where 

16 there is no law neither is there transgression: on account 
of this it is of faith, in order that it may be according 
to grace, to the end the promise may be sure to all the 
seed—not to that of the law only, but to that also of the 

17 faith of Abraham, who is a father of us all (as it is writ¬ 
ten, For I have appointed thee a father of many na¬ 
tions), before God whom he believed—him who makes 
alive the dead, and calls the things which arc not as 
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18 things which are: who against hope, believed in hope, 
that he might become a father of many nations, accord¬ 
ing to that which had been said, Thus shall be thy seed. 

19 And not becoming weak in the faith, he considered not 
his own body already dead, being about a hundred years 

20 old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. But with re¬ 
gard to the promise of God, he wavered not through 
unbelief, but was strengthened in the faith, giving glory 

21 to God; and, fully assured that what he has promised 

22 he is able also to perform, therefore also it was reckoned 

28 to him for righteousness. Now it was not written on 

24 his account alone, that it was reckoned to him, but on 
our account also, to whom it is to bo reckoned—to those 
who believe on him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

25 dead; who was delivered up on account of our offenses, 
and was raised on account of our justification. 

CHAPTER Y. 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we may have 
2 peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ; through 
whom also we have had the access, by the faith, into this 
grace in which we stand, and we may exult in hope of 
the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but we may exult also in the tribu¬ 
lations, knowing that the tribulation produces patience; 

>4 and the patience, experience; and the experience, hope; 
f> and the hope makes not ashamed, because God’s love 
has been poured out on our hearts, by means of the 
G Holy Spirit who was given to us. For we being yet 
without strength, Christ yet at the proper time, died for 

7 the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will 
any one die—for, perhaps, for the good man some one 

8 might even dare to die—but God evinces his own love 
toward us, in that we being yet sinners, Christ died for 

9 us. Much more, then, being justified by his blood, wo 

10 shall be saved, through him, from the wrath. For if, 
being enemies, we were reconciled to God through the 
death of his Son, much more, having been reconciled, 

11 we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but also 
exulting in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
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12 Wherefore, as through one mail, sin entered into 
the world, and death through sin, and so death passed 

13 upon all men, in that all sinned—for until law sin was 
in the world, but sin is not taken into account where 

14 there is no law; yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over those not having sinned upoirthe likeness of 
the ofTense of Adam, who is a type of the coming one; 

15 but not as the offense so also is the free gift; for if by 
the offense of the one the many died, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, that of the one man 

16 Jesus Christ, superabounded to the many; and not as 
through one having sinned is the gift; for the judicial 
sentence, indeed, was from one offense to condemnation, 
but the free gift is from many offenses to justification; 

17 for if by the offense of the one, death reigned through 
the one, much more they who receive the superabun¬ 
dance of the grace, and of the gift of righteousness, in 

18 life shall reign through the one, Jesus Christ—hence, 
then, as through one offense, the result was to all men to 
condemnation, even so through one righteous act it was 

19 unto all men unto justification of life. For as through 
the disobedience of the one man, the many were consti¬ 
tuted sinners, so through the obedience of the one, the 

20 many will be constituted righteous. Moreover, law en¬ 
tered besides, that the offense might multiply, but where 

21 sin multiplied grace exceedingly abounded; that as sin 
reigued in death, so also might grace reign, through 
righteousness, to life everlasting, through Jesus Christ 

CHAPTER YI. 

1 What then shall we say? We may continue in sin 

2 that grace may increase? Far he it! We who died to 

3 sin, how shall we still live therein? Or are ye ignorant 
that all we who were baptized unto Christ Jesus, unto 

4 his death were baptized? Therefore we were buried 
with him through the baptism unto his death, in order 
that as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, thus also we should walk in new- 

5 ness of life. For if we have become united in the like¬ 
ness of his death, certainly we shall be also in that of his 

6 resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was cruci- 
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fied with him, in order that the body of sin might be 

7 destroyed, that we should no longer serve sin. For he 

8 who died has been released from sin. And if we died 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him; 

9 knowing that Christ having been raised from the dead, 
dicth no more, death no more has dominion over him. 

10 For the death which he died, he died to sin, once for all; 

11 but the life which he lives, he lives to God. Thus also 
reckon ye yourselves dead indeed to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 

18 unto the obeying of its desires; nor present your mem¬ 
bers as instruments of unrighteousness to sin; but pre¬ 
sent yourselves to God, as alive from the dead, and your 

14 members as instruments of righteousness to God. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye arc not 
under law, but under grace. 

15 What then? May we sin because we are not under 

10 law, but under grace? Far be it! Do ye not know that 
to whom ye present yourselves servants for obedience, 
his servants ye are to whom vc render obedience, whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

17 But thanks to God, that though ye were servants of sin, 
yet ye obeyed from the heart that form of instruction 

18 unto which ye were delivered; and being freed from 

19 sin, ye became servants to righteousness. I speak in 

, the manner of men, because of the weakness of your 

Hesh; for as ye presented your members servants to im¬ 
purity and to lawlessness for lawlessness, so now present 
your members servants to righteousness for sanctifica- 

20 lion. For when ye were servants of sin, ye were free as 

21 to righteousness. AVhat fruit therefore had ye then in 
those things whereof ye are now ashamed ? for the end 

22 of those things is death. But now having been set free 
from sin, and having been made servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto sanctification, and the end life 

23 everlasting. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is life everlasting in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

CHAPTER VII. 

1 Or are ye ignorant, brethren—for I am speaking to 
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those who know law—that the law has dominion over a 

2 man as long time as he lives? For the married woman 
is bound by law to the living husband; but if the hus¬ 
band die, she is set free from the law of her husband. 

3 Hence, then, the husband being alive, she shall be called 
an adulteress, if she become another man’s; but if the 
husband die, she is free from the law, so that she is not 

4 an adulteress, though she become another man’s. So, 
then, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law, 
through the body of Christ, that ye may belong to an¬ 
other—to him who was raised from the dead, that we 

6 should bring forth fruit to God. For when we were in 
the flesh the passions of sins, which were through the 
law, worked in our members, for the bringing forth of 

6 fruit to death. But just now we were freed from the 
law, dying to that wherein we were held, so that we serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. 

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? Far 
be it! On the contrary, I did not recognize sin, except 
through law; for even concupiscence I had not known, 

8 if the law had not said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, 
having taken occasion, through the commandment, pro¬ 
duced in me all concupiscence; for without law sin is 

9 dead. I, however, was alive without law, at one time; 
but the commandment having come, sin sprang up to 

10 life, and I died; and the commandment which was for 

11 life, itself was found to be unto me for death. For sin 
having taken occasion, through the commandment, com- 

12 pletely deceived me, and through it killed me. So that 
the law indeed is holy, and the commandment holy, and 

13 just, aud good. Has then the good become death to 
me? Far be it! But it was sin—that it might appear 
sin — through that which was good, to me producing 
death, that sin might become exceeding sinful, through 
the commandment. 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am 

15 carnal, sold under sin. For that which I produce, I do 
not approve; for not what I wish, that I practice; but 

16 what I hate, that I do. But if what I wish not that I 

17 do, I consent to the law that it is good. Now, then, it 
is no longer I that produce it, but sin dwelling in me. 

18 For I know that there does not dwell in me—that is, in 
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my flesh—a good thing; for to wish is present with me, 

19 hot to produce what is good I find not. For the good 
which I wish, I do not; but the evil which I wish not, 

20 that I practice. But if I do that which I wish not, it is 
no longer I that produce it, but the sin dwelling in me. 

21 I find therefore the law that when I am wishing to do 

22 the good, the evil is present with me. For I delight in 

20 the law of God, as to the inward man; but I behold a 

different law in my members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and making me a captive to the law of sin 

24 which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! 

2o Who will deliver me from the body of this death? I 
thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I 
myself, indeed, with the mind serve God’s law, but with 
the flesh a law of sin. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

1 Tiihi;k is, then, now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to flesh, but 

2 according to spirit. For the law of the spirit of the life 
in Christ Jesus freed me from the law of sin and death. 

o For—that which was impossible by the law, because it 
was weak through the flesh—God, sending his own Son 
in likeness of sinful flesh, and on account of sin, con- 

4 denined the sin in the flesh; that the righteous require- 
'ment of the law might he fulfilled in us, who walk not 

5 according to flesh, but according to spirit. For they 
who are according to flesh, mind the things of the flesh; 
but those according to spirit, the things of the spirit. 

G For the minding of the flesh is death ; but the minding 

7 of the spirit is life and peace. Because the minding of 
the flesh is enmity toward God; for to the law of God it 

8 does not submit itself—indeed, it cannot. And they 

9 who are in flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in 
flesh, but in spirit, if so be that God’s Spirit dwells in 
you; if, however, any one has not Christ’s spirit, he is 

10 none of his. But if Christ is in you, the body, indeed, 
is dead, because of sin, but the spirit is life because of 

11 righteousness. If, moreover, the Spirit of him who 
raised up Jesus from the dead is dwelling in you, he 
who raised up Christ from the dead will also make alive 
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your mortal bodies, because of Ills indwelling Spirit 

12 So, then, brethren, we arc debtors, not to the flesh, 

111 according to flesh to live; for if according to flesh vo 
live, ye must dio; but if in spirit ye put to death the 

14 deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are 

15 led by God’s Spirit arc God’s sons. For ye received not 
a spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye received a 

16 spirit of souship, wherein wc cry Abba, Father. The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that wc are chil- 

17 dren of God. But if children, also heirs—God’s heirs, 
indeed, but Christ’s joint-heirs—if so be wc are jointly 
suffering, that we may be also jointly glorified. 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of the present pe¬ 
riod arc not worthy to be compared with the future glory 

19 to be revealed unto us. For the eager expectation of the 

20 creation awaiteth the revelation of the sons of God. For 
the creation was made subject to vanity, not by choice, 

21 but through him who subjected it in hope; because even 
the creation itself shall be freed from the bondage of 
corruption, into the freedom of the glory of the children 

22 of God. For w'e know that all the creation is jointly 
groaning and jointly travailing till the present time; 

23 and not only so, but even ourselves possessing the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even wc ourselves, groan within our¬ 
selves, awaiting adoption—the redemption of our body. 

24 For in the hope were we saved. But hope beheld is 
not hope; for what one beholds, why docs he still hope 

25 for ? But if what wc do not behold, we hope for, with 

26 patience wc wait for it. And likewise also the Spirit 
assists in our infirmities; for what wc should pray for 
as wc ought, we know not; but the Spirit himself mak- 

27 eth intercession for us with groanings unspeakable. But 
lie who searches the hearts, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because according to God he intercedes for 
saints. 

28 But we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those wjjo according to pur- 

29 pose arc called ones. Because whom he foreknew, lie 
predefined as conformable with the likeness of his Son, 

30 that he might be Firstborn among many brethren; and 
whom he predefined, the same he also called; and whom 
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he called, the same he also justified; and whom he justi¬ 
fied, the same he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God 

32 is for us, who is against us? He who, indeed, spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not also with him freely give us all things? 

33 Who will bring an accusation against God’s chosen 

34 ones? It is God who justifies. Who is he that con¬ 
demns? It is Christ who died; yea, rather, who was 
raised again ; who also is at God’s right-hand; who also 

35 intercedes for us. Who will separate ns from the love 
of Christ? Tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

3G famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (According 
as it is written, For on thy account we are put to death 
the whole day: we arc reckoned as sheep for slaughter.) 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

38 through him who loved us. For I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

39 nor powers, nor present things, nor future things, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

CHAPTER IX. 

1 I speak the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 

2 jointly witnessing with me in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great grief and unceasing anguish in my heart. 

3 For I could wish that I myself were anathema from 
Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to 

4 flesh; who arc Israelites, whose are the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the legislation, and 

5 the service of God, and the promises; whose are the 
fathers, and of whom is Christ—that is, according to 
flesh—he who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

G But the case is not so as that the word of God has 
failed. For not all who are of Israel, these arc Israel; 

7 nor because they arc a seed of Abraham are they all 
children; but in Isaac shall be called a seed to thee: 

8 that is, not the children of the flesh, they are children of 
God, but the children of the promise are reckoned for a 

9 seed. For this word is one of promise, According to this 

10 season, I will come, and Sarah shall have a sou. And 
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not only so, but also Rebecca, having conceived by one 

11 man, our father Isaac—for they not having been born, 
nor having done any thing good or bad, that the purpose 
of God according to election, may remain, not of works, 

12 but of him who calls—it was said to her, The elder shall 

13 servo the younger; according ns it is written, Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated. 

14 What then shall we say? Is there unrighteousness 

15 with God? Far be it I For to Moses lie says, I will 
have mercy on whomsoever I may have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomsoever I may have com- 

16 passion. So then it is not of the wilier, nor of the run- 

17 nor, but of God who has mercy. For the Scripture says 
to l’liaraoh, For this very thing did I raise thee up, that 
I might show forth iu thee my power, and that my name 

18 might be declared in all the earth. So then on whom he 
pleases he has mercy, but whom lie pleases he hardens. 

19 Thou wilt say then to me, Why docs he yet coin- 

20 plain? For who withstands his will? Yea, rather, O 
man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to him who formed it, Why didst thou 

21 make me thus? Or has not the potter a right over the 
clay, out of the same lump, to make, indeed, one vessel 

22 for honor, but another for dishonor? But if God, wash¬ 
ing to show forth his wrath, and to make known his 
power, bore with much long-suffering, vessels of wrath, 

23 fitted for destruction; and that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on vessels of mercy, which he 

24 previously prepared for glory—whom he also called, us, 

25 not only of Jews, but also of Gentiles. As lie says also 
in Hosea, I will call him not my people, my people, and 

26 her not beloved, beloved; and it shall be in the place 
where it was said, Ye are not my people, there they shall 

27 be called sons of the living God. But Isaiah exclaims 
concerning Israel, Even though the number of the sons 
of Israel may be as the sand of the sea, the remnant shall 

28 be saved. For he is finishing, and cutting short the 
word, in righteousness; for a shortened word the Lord 

29 will make on the earth. Even according as Isaiah has 
said before, If the Lord of Sabaoth had not left us a 
seed, as Sodom we should have become, and as Gomor 
rah we should have been made like. 
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30 What then shall we say, That Gentiles—those not 
following righteousness—laid hold on righteousness—■ 

31 righteousness, however, which is by faith. But Israel 
pursuing a law of righteousness, did not attain a law of 

32 righteousness. Why so? Because they pursued it not 
by faith, but as by works of law; for they stumbled 

33 against the stone of stumbling; as it is written, Behold, 
I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and rock of offense, 
and yet no one believing on him shall be ashamed. 

CHAPTER X. 

1 Brethren, indeed, my heart’s desire, and petition 

2 to God for them, are for salvation. For I bear them 
witness that they have zeal for God, but not according 

3 to knowledge. For not recognizing the righteousness 
of God, and their own seeking to establish, to the right¬ 
eousness of God they were not subjected. 

4 For Christ is an end of law for righteousness to every 

5 one w)i» believes. For Moses writes concerning the 
righteousness which is by law: The man doing these 

0 things shall live by them. But the righteousness by 
faith thus speaks, Say not in thy heart, Who shall as¬ 
cend into the heaven? that is, to bring down Christ; 

7 or, Who shall descend into the abyss? that is, to bring 

8 up Christ from the dead. But what does it say ? The 
word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart—that 

9 is, the word of faith which we preach. For if thou shalt 
confess by thy mouth, that Jesus is Lord, and shalt be¬ 
lieve in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, 

10 thou shalt be saved. For in heart it is believed unto 
righteousness, and by mouth it is confessed unto salva- 

11 tion. For the Scripture says, No one believing on him 

12 shall be ashamed. For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek, for he is the same Lord of all, rich unto 

13 all those invoking him. For every one, whosoever may 
invoke the Lord’s name shall be saved. 

14 How then could they invoke him on whom they 
believed not? And how could they believe in one of 
whom they heard not? And how could they hear with¬ 
in out a preacher? And how could they preach unless 
they were sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the 
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feet of those who publish phul tidings of peace, who pub- 

16 lish glad tidings of good things! But all did not sub¬ 
missively hear the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, Lord, 

17 who believed what we heard? So then the faith is front 
what is heard, and that which is heard is through God’s 

18 word. But I say. Did they not hear? Yes, indeed! 
Unto all the earth went forth their sound, and unto the 

19 ends of the inhabited world their words. But I say, 
Did not Israel know? First, Moses says, I will provoke 
you to jealousy by that which is no nation, and by a 

20 foolish nation I will provoke you to anger. But Isaiah 
is very bold, and says, I was found by those not scek- 

21 ing me, I became manifest to those not inquiring after 
me; but with regard to Israel lie says, All the day I 
stretched forth my hands to a disobedient and contra¬ 
dicting people. 

CHAPTER XI. 

I I say then, Did God cast off his people? Far be it 1 
For even I am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of 

2 the tribe of Benjamin. God did not east off his people 
whom he foreknew. Or do ye not know—in the account 
of Elijah—what the Scripture says, how he complains 

3 to God against Israel, Lord, thy prophets they killed; 
thy altars they dug down; and I was left alone; and 

4 they seek my life. But what says to him the response? 
I reserved to myself seven thousand men who bent not 

6 knee to Baal. Thus then, even at the present time, there 

6 is a remnant according to an election of grace. But if 
by grace, it is no longer from works; otherwise the grace 
is no longer grace. But if of works, it is no longer 
grace, otherwise work is no longer work. 

7 What then? What Israel seeks after, that it found 
not: but the election found it, but the rest were hard- 

8 ened. As it is written, God gave them the spirit of 
stupor; eyes not to see, and ears not to hear, unto this 

9 very day. And David says, Let their table be made 
into a snare, and into a net, and into a stumbling-block, 

10 and into a recompense to them: darkened be their eyes, 
not to see, and their back always bow thou down. 

II I say then. Did they stumble so that they should 
fall? Far be it! On the contrary, by their ofleuse sal- 
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vation came to the Gentiles to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 But if their offense was a world’s riches, and their dimin¬ 
ishing Gentiles’ riches, how much more their fullness? 

13 For I speak to you the Gentiles—inasmuch, indeed, as 

14 I am an Apostle of Gentiles—I glorify my ministry—if 
by any means I may provoke to jealousy the flesh of 

15 mine, and may save some from among them. For if 
the casting away of them was a world’s reconciliation, 
what shall the recovering of them be but life from the 
dead ? 

10 If, moreover, the first portion was holy, the lump 
will he also; and if the root was holy, the branches will 

17 be also. But if some of the branches were broken off, 
and thou, being a wild olive, wast grafted in among 
them, and didst become a joint-partaker of the root and 
the fatness of the olive, exult not over the branches; 

18 but if thou dost exult, thou bearcst not the root, but the 

li) root thee. Thou wilt say, then, Branches were broken 

20 off in order that I might he engrafted. Well, by their 
want of faith they were broken off; and thou by thy 
faith hast been standing: be not high-minded, but fear; 

21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, lest he 
shall also not spare thee. 

22 Sec, then, God’s kindness and severity: upon those, 
indeed, who fell, severity, but upon thee God’s kindness, 
if thou' abide in the kindness, otherwise even thou shalt 

23 he cut off. But even they, if they abide not in their 
want of faith, shall be grafted in, for God is able to graft 

24 them in again. For if thou wast cut out from the nat¬ 
ural wild olive, and contrary to nature wast grafted into 
a good olive, how much more shall these, the natural 
branches, be grafted in their own olive? 

25 For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, as 
to this mystery, that ye he not wise in your own con¬ 
ceits, that a hardening in part has happened to Israel, 

20 until the fullness of the Gentiles come in. And so all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written, The Deliverer shall 
come out of Zion, and shall turn away ungodliness from 

27 Jacob. And this with them is the covenant from mo, 

28 when I shall take away their sins. With regard to the 
gospel, indeed, they arc hated, on your account; but 
with regard to the election, they are beloved on account 
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29 of the fathers; for irrevocable are the gifts and the call- 

30 ing of God. For as you once disobeyed God, but now 

31 obtained mercy by their disobedience, so also now these 
disobeyed, so that through the mercy showed to you, 

32 they also may obtain mercy. For God shut up all un¬ 
der disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 

33 O depth of God’s riches, and wisdom, and knowl¬ 
edge! How unsearchable his judgments, and untrace- 

34 able his ways! For who knew the Lord’s mind? or 

35 who was his counselor? Or who first gave to him, and 

36 it shall be repaid him? Because of him, and through 
him, and for him, are all things. To him be the glory 
forever. Amen. 

CHAPTER XII. 

1 I exhort you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 

2 well-pleasing to God, your rational service, and not to 
be conformed to this world, but to be transformed in the 
renovation of your mind, that ye may prove what is the 
will of God, the good, and well-pleasing, and perfect. 

3 For I say, through the grace which was given to me, 
to every one among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than lie ought to think, but to think soberly, as 

4 God to each one divided a measure of faith. For just 
as in one body we have many members, but all the mein- 

5 bers have not the same office, so we, the many, are one 
body in Christ, and, severally, members one of another. 

6 But having gifts different, according to the grace given 
to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to 

7 the analogy of the faith; or deaconship, let us attend to 

8 the deaconship; or he who teaches, to the teaching; or 
he who exhorts, to the exhortation; let the almoner act 
with simplicity; the ruler, with diligence; the consoler, 
with cheerfulness. 

9 Let love be unfeigned—hating the evil, cleaving to 

10 the good. In brotherly love, be tenderly affectioned 
toward each other; in honor going before one another. 

11 In diligence be not backward—in the spirit being fer- 

12 vent, to the Lord doing service. In hope, rejoicing; in 

13 tribulation, enduring; in prayer, persevering; in the 
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necessities of the saints, sharing; hospitality, pursuing. 

II Rlcss those who persecute you; bless, and curse not. 

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 

1G weep. The same thing toward one another minding— 
not the high things minding—but with the humble con- 

17 sorting. Be not wise in your own conceits. To no one 
rendering evil for evil; providing honorable things bc- 

18 fore all men. If possible—as far as depends on you— 

1!) with all men being at peace; not avenging yourselves, 

beloved, but give place to anger; for it is written, To 

20 me is vengeance, I will recompense, says the Lord. If 
therefore thy enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink; for this doing, thou wilt heap coals of fire on 

21 his head. Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
by good. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

1 Let every soul subject himself to superior authori¬ 
ties; for there is no authority except from God: but 

2 those that are have been appointed by God; so that he 
who sets himself against the authority, to the appoint¬ 
ment of God opposes himself; and those who oppose 

3 shall rceeive for themselves judgment. For they who 
rule arc not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. 
But wouldst thou not be in fear of the authority? Do 
•that which is good, and thou shaft have praise from it. 

4 For God’s servant lie is to thee for good. But if thou 
do evil, be afraid; for not in vain the sword lie wears. 
For he is God’s servant, an avenger for wrath to him 

5 who doeth evil. Wherefore there is a necessity to sub¬ 
mit yourselves, not only on account of the anger, but 

G also on account of the conscience. For on this account, 
ye pay tribute also, for they are God’s public ministers 

7 constantly attending to this very thing. Render to all 
their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; toll to whom 
toll; reverence to whom reverence; honor, to whom 

8 Owe nothing to any one, except to love one another; 

9 for he who loves the other has fulfilled law. For this, 
Thou shaft not commit adultery, Thou shalt not commit 
murder, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there is any other 
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commandment, in this word it is summed up, Thou shalt 

10 love thy neighbor as thyself. Love to one's neighbor 
works not evil; love, therefore, is a fulfillment of law. 

11 And this, knowing the time, that it is an hour al¬ 
ready for us to be roused out of sleep; for now is our 

12 salvation nearer than when we believed. The night ad¬ 
vanced, the day has drawn near; let us therefore put o(F 
the works of darkness, and let us put on the weapons of 

13 light. As in day-time, let us walk becomingly; not in 
revels and carousals; not in whoredoms and debauch- 

14 cries; not in strife and envy; but put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh for 

CHAPTER XIV. 

1 But the weak in the faith, receive ye, not for judg- 

2 incuts of opinions. One, indeed, has faith to eat all 

3 things; but he who is weak cats herbs. Let not him 
who eats despise him who eats not; and let not him who 
cats not, judge him who eats; for God received him. 

4 Who art thou that judgest the servant of another? To 
his own master he stands or falls; but he shall be made 
to stand; for God can make him stand. 

5 One, indeed, judges one day to be above another; 
but another judges every day to be alike. Let each be 

6 fully persuaded in his own mind. He who regards the 
day, regards it to the Lord, and ho who regards not the 
day, regards it not to the Lord; and he who eats, cats to 
the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats 

7 not, eats not to the Lord, and gives God thanks. For 
no one of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself; 

8 for whether we live, we live to the Lord, or whether we 
die, we die to the Lord; whether, therefore, we live or 

9 die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and 
lived, that both of dead and living he might have lord- 
ship. 

10 But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or also 
thou, why dost thou despise thy brother? for we shall all 

11 stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. For it is writ¬ 
ten, As I live, says the Lord, To me shall bend every knee, 

12 and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every 
one of us concerning himself shall give account to God. 



CHAPTER XV. 


13 No longer, then, let us judge one another, but 
rather judge this, not to put a stumbling-block before 

14 your brother, or a snare. I know, and am assured, 
through the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean by it¬ 
self; yet to him who counts any thing to he unclean, to 

15 him it is unclean. For if because of food thy brother is 
grieved, thou walkcst no longer according to love: do 

lfi not with thy food destroy him for whom Christ died. Let 

17 not your good thing, then, he evil spoken of. For the 
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, hut right- 

18 eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who 
herein serveth Christ, is well-pleasing to God and ap¬ 
proved to men. 

Ill Let us, therefore, follow after the things of peace, 

20 and the things of mutual edification. Do not for the 
sake of food demolish the work of God. All things, in¬ 
deed, are pure; hut it is evil for the mail who eats so as 

21 to cause stumbling. It is noble, not to eat flesh, nor to 
drink wine, nor to do any tiling, whereby thy brother 

22 stumbles, or is ensnared, or is weak. Hast thou faith ? 
Have it to thyself before God. Blessed is he who docs 

23 not judge himself in what lie allows. But he who 
doubts, if he cats, stands condemned, because he eats 
not of faith; and whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 

CHAPTER XV. 

1 Now we who are strong ought to bear the infirmities 

2 of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one 
of us please his neighbor unto that which is good, with a 

3 view to edification. For even Christ pleased not him¬ 
self, but, as it is written, The reproaches of those who re- 

4 proached thee fell on me. For whatsoever things before 
written, were written for our instruction, that through 
the patience and through the comfort of tlic Scriptures 

5 we might have the hope. And may the God of the pa¬ 
tience and of the comfort give you to be of the same 
miud one toward another, according to Christ Jesus; 

6 that with one accord, ye may with one mouth, glorify 

7 the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Where¬ 
fore receive one another, as also Christ received you, to 
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8 Now I say, Jesus Christ became a minister of cir¬ 
cumcision in behalf of God’s truth, in order to confirm 
9 the promises of the fathers; and that the Gentiles, in 
behalf of mercy might glorify God, as it is written, For 
this cause, I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and 

10 sing to thy name. And again he says, Rejoice, ye Gen¬ 
ii tiles, with his people. And again, Praise the Lord, all 

12 ye Gentiles, and applaud him, all ye peoples. And 
again, Isaiah says, There shall be the root of Jesse: and 
he who rises to reign over Gentiles, in him shall Gen- 

13 tiles trust. Now the God of the hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may be super-abound¬ 
ing in the hope, in power of the Holy Spirit. 

14 But I am persuaded, my brethren, even I myself, 
concerning you, that ye also yourselves are full of good¬ 
ness, replenished with all knowledge, being able also 

15 to admonish one another. But I have written to you, 
brethren, more boldly, in some respect, as reminding 

1G you, through the grace given to me by God, that I should 
be a minister of Jesus Christ for the Gentiles, ministering 
the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might 

17 be acceptable, being by the Holy Spirit. I have there¬ 
fore ground for exultation in Christ Jesus, as to matters 

18 relating to God. For I will not dare to speak any thing 
of those things which Christ did not work through me, 

19 unto obedience of Gentiles, by word and work, in power 
of signs and wonders—in the Spirit’s power—so that 
from Jerusalem, and round about as far as Illyricum, I 

20 have fulfilled the gospel of Christ. Yet on this wise 
being honorably desirous to preach the gospel not where 
Christ was named, lest I should build on another’s foun- 

21 datiou; but, as it is written, They to whom nothing was 
told, concerning him, shall see, and they who have not 
heard shall understand. 

22 Wherefore nlso I was frequently hindered from 

23 coming to you. But now, no longer having place in 
these regions, and having for many years a strong de- 

24 sire to come to you, whenever I may go into Spain, I 
will come to you, for I hope going through to see you, 
and by you to be sent forward thither, if first, in some 
respect, I should be filled with you. 

25 But now I am going to Jerusalem, ministering to 
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26 the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to 
make some contribution for the poor of the saints who 

27 are in Jerusalem — for they were pleased, and their 
debtors they arc; for if in their spiritual things the 
Gentiles shared, they ought also in their carnal things 

28 to serve them. This then completed, and sealing to 
them this fruit, I will come through your city, to Spain; 

29 and I know that coming to you, I shall come in fullness 
of blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

80 But I entreat you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together 

31 with me in your prayers to God in my behalf, that I 
may be delivered from the contumacious in Judea, and 
that my ministration, which is for Jerusalem, may be 

32 acceptable to the saints, so that in joy I may come to 
you by God’s will, and be refreshed together with you. 

33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1 Moreover, I commend to you Phcche, our sister, 

2 being a deaconess of the Church in Ccuchrea, that ye 
may receive her in the Lord, in a manner worthy of 
the saints, and assist her in whatsoever business she 
jnay have need of you; for she also was an assistant of 
many and of me myself. 

3 Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workers in 

4 Christ Jesus, who for my life laid down their neck, to 
whom not I alone give thanks, but also all the Churches 

5 of the Gentiles, and the Church at their house. Salute 
Epenetus, my beloved, who is a first-fruit, of Asia unto 

6 Christ. Salute Mary, who toiled much for us. Salute 

7 Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and my fellow-pris¬ 
oners, who are distinguished among- the apostles, and 

8 who have been in Christ before me. Salute Amplias, 

9 my beloved in the Lord. Salute Urbanus, our fellow- 

10 worker in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. Salute 
Apelles, the approved in Christ. Salute those of the 

11 household of Aristobulus. Salute Herodion my kins¬ 
man. Salute those who are of the household of Nar- 

12 cissus, who are in the Lord. Salute Tryphrena and 
Tryphosa, who labor in the Lord. Salute Pcrsis the be- 
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13 loved, who labored much in the Lord. Salute Rufus, 
the chosen in the Lord, and the mother of him and of 

14 me. Salute Asyncritus, Phlegou, Hernias, Patrobus, 

15 Hermes, and the brethren with them. Salute Philolo- 
gus, and Julia, Nercus and his sister, and Olympas, and 

16 all the saints with them. Salute one another with a 
holy kiss. All the Churches of Christ salute you. 

17 Now I exhort you, brethren, to mark those who 
cause the divisions and the offenses, contrary to the 
teaching which ye learned, and turn away from them. 

18 For such as these serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly, and by their good words and fair 

19 speeches, deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. For 
your obedience is reported to all: over you therefore I 
rejoice; and I wish you to be wise indeed respecting 
that which is good, but harmless respecting that which 

20 is evil. And the God of peace will bruise Satau under 
your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

21 Timothy my work-fellow, and Lucius, and Jason, 
and Sosipater, my relatives, salute you. 

22 I Tertius, who wrote the Epistle, salute you in the 
Lord. 

23 Gaius, the host of myself and of the whole Church, 
salutes you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, salutes 
you, and Quartus the brother. 

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Amen. 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you, according 
to my gospel, even the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac¬ 
cording to the revelation of a mystery, in ancient times 

26 undivulged, but now manifested, and through prophetic 
Scriptures, according to an appointment of the everlast¬ 
ing God, for obedience of faith, unto all the Gentiles 

27 made known—to an only wise God, through Jesus Christ 
—to him be the glory forever. Amen. 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL, TIIE APOSTLE, TO THE 
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CHAPTER I. 

1 Paul commendeth his calling to the, Romans, 0 and his desire to come to 
them. 10 What his gospel is, and the righteousness which it sheweth. 
IS God. is angry with all manner of sin. 21 What were the sins of the 
Gentiles. 

P AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, “called to be an apos¬ 
tle, ‘separated unto the gospel of God, 


I. - -1 . Paul, —Paul substitutes the Hebrew Saul. (See on Acts xiii. 
8.) A servant. —The literal meaning of <tonlos, a bondman, a slave, is 
nearly or quite lost sight of, as in Rev. xxii. 3, 0. Moses is called 
Jibed Jehovah, “the servant of the Lord”— donlos in 1XX. James 
eallahimsclf “a servant of Clod and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (Jas. 
i. 1); Peter, “aservant and an apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. i.l); 
Jude, “a servant of Jesus Christ” (Jude 1); John, “his servant 
John” (ltev. i. 1). Cf. 1 Cor. vii. 22; (ial. i. 10; Kph. vi. G; Phil, 
i. 1; Col. iv. 12. Paul considered himself as much under the au¬ 
thority of Jesus Christ as Moses was under the authority of Jehovah. 
Called to be an apostle ,—a called apostle. lie was not self-constituted, 
as his enemies insinuated, but called by Christ himself, though not 
in the same way, or at the same time, as the original twelve; nor 
merely an apostle in the general sense of missionary, or messenger, 
as Barnabas, Epaphroditus, and others, but invested with all the 
prerogatives of other members of the sacred college (Acts ix. 15-20; 
1 Cor. ix. 1, 2; Gal. i.). Like all the other apostles, Paul had im¬ 
mediate vocation from Christ, when he was seen in his gloritied 
state—plenary inspiration, miraculous endowments, and the prerog¬ 
ative of communicating them to others, and universal jurisdiction. 
1 Separated —It is not likely that Paul alludes to his former profession 
as a Pharisee (a Separatist), or to appointment to a specific work 
(Acts xiii. 2), but to the designation in the divine purpose from his 
birth—his concurrence being foreseen—which took efleet at his con¬ 
version (Acts xxvi. 1G-20; Gal. i. 15-17; cf. Jer. i. 5). Unto the 
( 1 ) 
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2 (''Which he had promised afore i by his prophets in 
the holy scriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 'which was 
■'made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 


gospel of God, —Unto God’s gospel. Geneva: " Put apart to preach 
the gospel of God”—to proclaim the good news of salvation ; sent 
by God to the world bv Christ. (See on Mark i, 14, 16; xvi. 15; 
Luke ii. 10; iv. 18; 1 Cor. xv. 1; Gal. i. 6-10; Eph. iii. 1-8.) 

2. Which he had promised afore — Which he promised of old 
through his prophets. The word suggests the protevangelium of Gen. 
iii. 15. Paul here, as was his custom, states that he was only pro¬ 
claiming the good news concerning Christ which the prophets had 
preannounced in the Scriptures. It was important to state this at 
the outset, to preclude an objection which the Jews might urge 
against his doctrine, as the apostle of the Gentiles. (See on Acts 
xiii. 14-52; xvii. 2, 3; xxvi. 6, 7, 22, 23.) He closes the Epistle in 
the same strain (Korn. xvi. 25-27). In llie Holy Scriptures, — In 
Iloly Scriptures: we speak of Holy Scripture in the same way. 
without the article—the Old Testament. The prophecies are not 
confined to the sixteen books of the Prophets. Augustin: "The N. 
T. is concealed in the O. T.; the O. T. is revealed in the N. T.” 

3. Concerning his Son —The order of the original connects this with 
verse 1—God’s gospel about his Son—and throws the emphasis on 
Jesus Christ our Lord, —the great subject-matter of the gospel; the 
words between are a kind of parenthesis. Christ is called God’s Son, 
because of the eternal generation of his Divinity (John i. 14, 18); 
the miraculous generation of his humanity (Luke i. 35); because of 
his Messianic commission (John x. 34-36); his resurrection, as be¬ 
gotten from the dead (Acts xiii. 33; Col. i. 18 j; and as he is heir of 
all things (Heb. i. 3-5). Which was made —Who was born of David’s 
seed—as the Messiah was to be of the house and lineage of David. 
(See on Matt. i. 1-16; Luke i. 27-32; iii.; Acts ii. 29, 30; xiii. 22, 
23; Rom. xv. 12; 2 Tim. ii. 8; Rev. v. 5; xxii. 16.) According to 
the flesh; —Anarthrous: according to flesh—not meaning his human 
nature, but “as to outward kindred, by natural descent (Acts ii. 
30; Rom. ix. 3; Gal. iv. 23, 29; 1 Cor. x. 18).” See Robinson’s 
Lexicon, under Za/jf. So Parkhurst: “It signifies consanguinity, 
natural relation, or descent (Rom. i. 3; ix. 3, 5, 8). So St. Paul, as 
being an Israelite, of the 6eed of Abraham, calls the Jews his flesh 
(Rom. xi. 4; comp. ver. 1). In this sense also it is applied in the 
LXX. for Heb. basar (Gen. xxix. 14; xxxvii. 27; Judg. ix. 2).” Of 
the twenty-four times in which ua-a aapua occurs in N. T., it is used 
twenty-two times by Paul. The sense is varied according to the 
connection; but here the connection shows that natural descent is 
meant—not as Schaff and others, “the entire human constitution, 
body, soul, and spirit.” 
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4 And f 5 declared to be the Son of God with power, ac¬ 
cording ‘to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead: 


4. And declared to be the Sonof God vith pourr, —Who was declared 
God’s Son in power— bptoOivroy, from opr 'fj —whence our word “hori¬ 
zon,” the boundary-line between earth and sky—defined, marked 
out, demonstrated, “determined” in the margin. Lange: “Esiab- 
lislied as Son of (foil in power:” ho has a nebulous note, in which 
he fails to prove that it means “exalted to heavenly majesty.” 
Macknight: “ Locke understands this of the miraculous power, de¬ 
scribed lOpli. i. 1H, 20, whereby Jesus was raised from the dead. I 
rather think power denotes the strength of the evidence by which he 
was demonstrated to be the .Son of (foil.” Certainly; but this in¬ 
volves the other, lie was declared in power—as exerted in the 
resurrection—to be Cod’s Son. The prodigies which attended his 
erueilixion, and which foretokened his resurrection, forced the cen¬ 
turion and nthere to say, “Truly, this was the Son of God.” Admit 
his resurrection, and you cannot doubt his divine Sonship. Chrys¬ 
ostom : “ Wiiat, then, is the being declared ? ileing shown, mani¬ 
fested, judged, confessed, by the holing and suffrage of all — 
prophets, birth, miracles, the Spirit, the resurrection.” According 
to the. Spirit of holiness^ —II Kara au/iai meant the human nature of 
('hrist, then /.«-«tree vpa uyiuoin/r might mean, as the antithesis, the 
divine nature; but the former refers to his genealogy, showing that 
he was a descendant of David, and the latter refers to his resurrec¬ 
tion, effected by the llolv Spirit, as declaring him to 1st God’s Son. 
It is harsh to call the divine nature of Christ “the Spirit of holi¬ 
ness,” which seems, says l’arkhurst, “an Ilebraieal expression for 
the llolv .Spirit.” l’earson (On the Creed, Art. IV.) seems to refer 
it to the divinity of Christ, alluding to 1 Pet. iii. 18 (quickened by 
the Spirit)— igimlnm pc.r iguotins —but in Art. VIII. he distinctly ex¬ 
plains it of the Holy Spirit, the Thiid Person of the Trinity. So 
Whilbv, who refers to Matt. iii. 16, 17; xii. 28; Aets x. 38, and 
adds, “ What our great Prophet Jesus was, as in a more sublime, so 
in this sense, the Son of God, endowed with power of working mira¬ 
cles by the Holy Ghost, for confirmation of his doctrine, God hath 
demonstrated, saith the apostle here, by raising him from the dead." 
.So liurkitt. By Ike resurrection from the dead? —Literally, “by resur¬ 
rection of dead;” dead is in the plural; and so some refer it to the 
raising of Lazarus and others by Christ, and the resurrection of cer¬ 
tain sai nts when he rose. Others refer it to the general resurrection, 
which is no demonstration till it takes place. Conybeare and How- 
son: - Resurrection of the dead’ had already become a technical 
expression, used as we use ‘Resurrection.’” That Paul refers to 
Christ’s resurrection, as a proof of his divine Sonship, is clear from 
the scope of the passage, compared with Rom. iv. 25; vi. 4, 9; viii. 
11, 34; x. 9; Epli. i. 19, 20. Paul (in the Greek) follows this di- 






4 ROMANS. [A.D. GO. 

. 5 By whom 1 wc have received grace and apostlc.ship, || for 
‘obedience to the faith among all nations, 'for his name: 

(i Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, "called to be 



pressive passage with an emphatic enunciation of the Saviour’s title, 
./emus, meaning a Saviour, liis personal name; Christ, the Anointed 
One, the Messiah; our Lord —“ Ilcatl over all things to the Church.” 
Eph. i. 22; Acts x. 36; Rom. x. 12. 

5. By whom tec hire received grace and apostlcship, —Through whom 
wc received. Paul here, as elsewhere, uses the plural when referring 
to himself alone. The aorist. refers to the particular time when ho 
received from Christ grace— that is, a supernatural endowment for 
the apostleship —the peculiar office of an apostle. Alford: “ Keep the 
grace and apostleship separate and strictly consecutive, avoiding all 
nonsensical figures of hendiadys, livpallage, and the like.” 1 Cor. xv. 
9. 10; Eph. iii. 7, 8. Chrysostom'(“we received it of grace”), Kcza, 
Philippi, and others, make it an hendiadys, “grace of apostleship.” 
For obedience to the faith —For obedience of faith—obedience which 
has faith for its spring. John vi. 29; Gal. v. G; IThess. i. 3. There 
is an ethical element in faitli (Mark xvi. 1(1). Some make faith 
here objective. So Lange, referring to Acts vi. 7; but there it is in 
the dative, with the article; he makes it the same as obedience to 
Christ. Among all nation*, —Among all the Gentiles. He speaks as 
the apostle of the Gentiles—as the word is rendered Rom. xi. 13, 
and commonly in Paul’s Epistles. Chrysostom includes the twelve 
apostles and others, because Paul could not preach literally to all 
the Gentiles! Lange renders “all the nations,” including the Jews; 
but the article refers it to the Gentiles: ef. ver 13. For his name : — 
All this was for the honor of Christ—for the manifestation of his 
character and claims. Acts ix. 15,16; xv. 26; xxi. 13. Lange puts 
this in apposition with "obedience of faith;” but Meyer, Alford, 
Hodge, and others, understand it, “for the glory of Christ.” 

G. Among —Among whom are ye also called ones of Jesus Christ. 
This does not seem to be “flat,” as Alford says. K?//rni —always 
without the article—in Paul’s writings seems to be used technically. 
Rom. i. 7; viii. 28; 1 Cor. i. 2, 24. Though there were Jews in the 
Church at Rome, yet it was considered a Gentile Church. Tyndale 
gives the sense: “Of the which heathen are ye a part also, which 
are Jesus Christ’s by vocation.” Macknight: “The called disciples 
of Jesus Christ.” It seems to be a genitive of possession, though 
Alford, Bloomfield, Conybeare and Howson, and others, render, 
“called by Jesus Christ.” 

7. To rill—To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called saints. 
The titles which were given to God's ancient people are now given 
to Christians. Deut. x. 15; xiv. 2; Ex. xix. 5, 6; 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. 
They are the special objects of God’s love, and are holy persons by 
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paints: " Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, * I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 
all, that 'your faith is spoken of throughout the whole 

9 For ’God is my witness, 'whom I serve || with my spirit 


Phil. 1. j Till’*,. 2. 5.—r*Acls 27. 22; 2 Tim. 1. 3.—J Or,'*** my spirit, John 4. 


profession, anil should lie in character and practice—“the holy 
catholic Church, the Communion of saints.” (trace to you, —The 
common epistolary salutation, hiking the place of the Ileli. “Peace 
lie with you!” and the heathen “Health to you!” May the divine 
favor rest upon you, securing to you peace —that is, in Hcb. style, all 
needful blessings, temporal and spiritual! The Father is the orig¬ 
inal Source of grace and peace; Christ is the meritorious cause of 
our realizing these blessings. Cf. Num. vi. 25, 26. This verse con¬ 
nects with ver. 1, and closes the salutation, which Sc half says begins 
with the second sentence, “draco,” etc., “which,” he says, “should 
form a verse by itself.” The introduction properly begins with ver. 
8—as Chrysostom says, "An exordium worthy of this blessed spirit” 
—and ends with ver. 17. Chrysostom: “Sec how continually he 
puts the word called, saying, called to be an apostle; among whom 
ye also are called; to all that be in Home, called.” 

8. First,—First, indeed. There seems to be no apodosis for npitrov 
ph the it in ver. 13, referred to by Alford, seems too far removed, 
and'may refer to ver. 10. Winer says it “is unquestionably an an- 
acoluthon; the apostle had in view a ‘second,’ or a ‘then,’ which, 
however, was lost sight of, in consequence of the altered structure.” 
Before I enter on the main subject, I express my thanks to God for 
you. I thank my God —A Pauline expression. 1 Cor. i. 4; xiv. 18; 
Phil. i. 3; Philemon 4. Olshauscn says: “Paul opens most of his 
Epistles with giving thanks to God for the faith of his readers: it is 
only in 2 Cor. and Gal., where he was obliged to find decided fault, 
that this thanksgiving is wanting.” But cf. Titus, Ileb., where it is 
wanting; it is virtually in 2 Cor. i.; 1 Tim. may seem to be an ex¬ 
ception; but cf. i. 12-17. Through Jems Christ —Paul offers all his 
offerings “through the ever-blessed Name.” * Thanksgiving, as well 
as prayer, must be presented through the mediation of Christ. For 
you all, — Xlrpt has better authority—including thegreat uncials, A, B, 
C, D, IC, Sin.—than bleep, but the meaning is the same—concerning 
all of you: not in their place, or for tlieir benefit, though in a sense 
it was so. That your faith —Because the renunciation of idolatry 
and the espousal of Christianity by citizens of Rome, the metropo¬ 
lis of the world, would naturally be reported in all parts of the em¬ 
pire— orbis terrarum. 

9. For God is my witness, —A Pauline expression. 2 Cor. i. 23; 1 
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in the gospel of lii.s Son, that 'without ceasing I make men¬ 
tion of you always in my prayers. 

10 ‘Slaking request (if by any means now at length I 
might have a prosperous journey *by the will of God) to 

11 For I long to sec you, that 'I may impnrt unto you 
some spiritual gift, to the curl ye may be established; 



Tlicss. ii. 5,10; Phil. i. 8. As lie says, he prayed incessantly—that 
is, in his constant private devotions—for a people whom he had 
never seen; he appeals to the Searcher of hearts, who alone could 
testify to the case—thus showing his sincerity and earnestness. Paul 
assured other Churches that he prayed for them. Eph. iii. 14-19 ; 
Col. i. 9; 1 Them. i. 2. Whom I serve —Not rfoa/.rfu, corresponding 
to ArtVof, vcr. 1, hut ha-pevu, as in Hev. xxii. 3. Though of Levit- 
ical origin, referring to divine worship (Ilch. viii. 5, ct «/.), yet here 
it lues a wider scope. Phil. iii. 3; 2 Tim. i. 3; Ileb. xii. 28. With 
in;/ spirit—With sincerity and earnestness. John iv. 23, 24. In the 
gospel —In preaching the gospel. Of his Non,—Genitive of the ob¬ 
ject, Christ being the burden of the gospel. Mark i. 1. Chrysostom 
makes it genitive of possession, referring to John xvii. 10. Thai — 
Here the <k (not for iiri) seems to have the force of hom, referring 
to “incessantly:” God knows how incessantly (constantly) I make 
mention of von always. This construction seems warranted by 
Paul’s manner. Kph. i. 16; Phil. i. 3, 4; 1 Them i. 2, 3; iii. 0; 2 
Tim. i. 3, 4; Philemon 4. In my prayers. —'b-/j on occasion of my 
prayers—when I perform my stated devotions. Chrysostom notes 
this as an emphatic proof of love, and says: “Will, then, any of us 
be able to boast that lie remembers, upon praying at his house, the 
entire body of the Church? 1 think not. But Paul drew near to 
God in behalf of the whole world, continually.” 

10. Making request —Asking, if by any means, now at length—after 
many disappointments; vcr. 13; 1 Tlicss. ii. 17, 18. I might have a 
prosperous journey —I shall be permitted—be so prospered as to be 
able to visit you. So the word is used 1 Cor. xvi. 2; 3 John 2. He 
was not then on his journey to Borne. Jtom. xv. 22, 23. 

11. dome spiritual gift ,—Many think the spiritual gift cannot be a 
miraculous charism, as Paul would not consider that so important, 
and he himself would not derive the benefit from it of which he 
speaks (ver. 12), and therefore he must mean paraklcsis —such aid 
and comfort as results from the exercise of ministerial functions. 
But might not both be included? The miraculous charismata were 
of immense importance in establishing the faith of the infant 
Church, and especially would a gift of this sort by the hands of the 
apostle of the Gentiles be considered invaluable by these Roman 
neophvtes; and it could be imparted onlv bv an apostle when pres¬ 
ent. Acts viii.; xix.; Mark xvi. 20; 1 Cor.' i. 4-8; 1 Thess. iii. 10; 
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12 That is, that I may be comforted together || with you, 
by » the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
•oftentimes I purposed to come unto you (but “was let hith¬ 
erto) that I might have some‘fruit || among you also, even 
ns among other Gentiles. 

14 'I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barba¬ 
rians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 



1 Cor. xii. Their confirmation in the faith would, of course, react 
favorably on the apostle. Rom. xv. 29. 

]2. That is,—And this is to he encouraged among you. The very 
sight of these Roman believers, when they met Paul at Appii Forum 
and The Three Taverns, caused him to “thank God, and take cour¬ 
age” (Acts xxviii. 15). How greatly would he he encouraged when 
ho imparted to them some spiritual gift, by which their faith would 
be strengthened like his own! It is difficult to render av/mapauhi- 
Offint: the title of the JIolv Spirit—"Paraclete”—(John xiv.; xv.; 
xv i.) comes from the same root. (See on John xiv. 1G.) 

IS. Now I would not have you ii/norant ,—A Pauline formula. Rom. 
xi. 25; 1 Cor. x. 1; xii. 1; 2 Cor. i. 8; 1 Thcss. iv. 13. That often¬ 
times —That many times I purposed to come to you, and yet was 
hindered, till the present. Paul was so long kept from Rome be¬ 
cause it was his pre-eminent business to preach the gospel where 
Christ had not been named. Rom. xv. 15-24. lie had to organize 
and regulate Churches in many places, visit Jerusalem, etc. The 
apostles themselves sometimes proposed one thing, while the Spirit 
disposed them to another. Acts xvi. G-10. Fruit —The produce of 
their renewed nature. John iv. 36; Rom. vi. 21, 22; Phil. i. 22; iv. 
17; James iii. 18. (See on Rom. xv. 16.) 

14. I am debtor —To both Greeks and Barbarians, to both wise and 
unwise, 1 am a debtor—that is, to Gentiles of every nation and class, 
as he was emphatically the Apostle of the Gentiles. Rom. xv. 15, 
10; Gal. ii. 7. He does not here specify the Jews, though he labored 
also for their conversion. Rom. ix.; x. By Greeks are probably 
meant all who spoke the Greek language, including the Romans who 
wrote and spoke Greek, as well as Latin; by Barbarians, all who 
6poke other tongues. (See on Acts xxviii. 2, 4; 1 Cor. xiv. 11; Col. 
iii. 11.) Paul intended no nice distinction; he used a common for¬ 
mula. So Ovid. Cicero: Non solum Grcecia et Italia, sed-etiam omnia 
Iiarbaria. (J)c Fin. ii. 15.) Tyndale and Geneva: “To the Greeks, 
and to them which are no Greeks.” Cranmer: “Ungrekcs.” By 
wise and unwise are meant enlightened and ignorant people—“sage 
and savage.” Matt. xi. 25; 1 Cor. i. 25; Luke xxiv. 25. As the 
obligation was laid on Paul to preach to the Gentiles, he owed them 
this service, and he wished to pay it. 1 Cor. ix. 16, 17. 
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15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For d I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
'it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that bc- 
licvcth; ■'to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For "therein is the righteousness of God revealed 



15. So, —Tims being a debtor to all, so far as it is within my power, 
subject to the divine will. Paul was eager to preach in the imperial 
metropolis. To you that are at Borne also. —Even to you who are in 
Home—comprehending all the dwellers in Rome. 

16. Ashamed —Shame is the feeling which arises when reputation 
is in peril. As the theme of the gospel is most humiliating, “ Christ 
crucified,” it might be thought he would be ashamed to proclaim it 
in the center of power, and glory, and riches, and profligacy, and su¬ 
perstition—hence the disclaimer. So Chrysostom. Instead of being 
ashamed of the gospel because of the cross which it proclaims, Paul 
gloried in it on that account. 1 Cor. i. 17-31; Gal. vi. 14. Of 
Christ: —Wanting in the best MSS. and versions. The power of God 
—The instrument by which God exerts his power in saving men 
from sin and its consequences— to every one that believeth; —There is 
no other limitation; faith is indispensable. The gospel can save 
none who reject it. “ Every one” opposes Jewish exclusiveness; 
“ who believes” opposes Jewish legalism. To the Jew first, —Both to 
Jew first, and to Greek. The Jews divided the world into Jews and 
Gent ties, as the Greeks divided it into Greeks and Barbarians. The 
Jew is first, because he inherits the gospel from his forefathers. John 
i. 11; iv. 22; Rom. iii. 1, 2; ix.-xi. The gospel was first preached 
to the Jews. Luke xxiv. 47; Acts i. 8; xiii. 46. Some MSS. omit 
“ first.” Chrysostom says it denotes an honor in order of time only. 
The Greek. —"E V.rp> is used for the singular of idvy, Gentiles; iXkyvet;, 
individual Gentiles; iOvy, Gentiles collectively. This verse is the 
key-note of the Epistle, which treats not merely of justification, but 
of salvation, by faith—including justification, the relative work (iii.- 


.D. GO.] 


CHAPTER I. 


•om faith to faith: as it is written, “The just shall live by 
litli. 

18 'For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 





A.D. CO.] CHAPTER I. 11 

20 For “the invisible things of him from the creation of 
the fl orid are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; ||so 
that they are without excuse: 


jective knowledge of God from his works becomes subjective—ap¬ 
parent in the working of their minds, ii. 15.” But the next clause 
shows that he alludes to that which is known of God, as lie subject¬ 
ively manifested himself to them, as ho proceeds to set forth in ver. 
”0—not (as Behalf) “ the inborn consciousness, inseparable from our 
reason — the germ of the ontological argumont of Anselm.” Of 
course, tho knowledge is subjective in every one who regards the 
mnmlcstalion. iSchall objects to Lange's rendering, “the knowl¬ 
edge,” preferring “ what is known; ” but Lange says, “ what is known 
concretely as knowledge.” This is the Hellenistic use of ynnstas = 
the classic (juntos. Hath shewed —The aorist should be rendered 
manifested—viz., at and by the creation, as next verse. 

20. For the invisible things of him— For his unseen things. This 
develops the thought of ver. 19. God’s perfections, his eternal 
power and divinity, inhere in a personal Being, who is himself "in¬ 
visible,” but “dimly seen in these his lower works.” From —Since. 
Not by the works of creation, but from the time of the creation, 
when the manifestation was made by God—ver. 19. Are clearly seen, 
—Kheims and others, “are seen.” Alford is correct: “Arc perceived 
—not ‘are plainly seen’—this is not the sense of Kara in saftopao, 
but father that of looking down oil, taking a survey of, and so ap¬ 
prehending or perceiving.” Briny •understood— Apprehended by tho 
mind. “ The revelation without ns gives scojic and play to the reve¬ 
lation within ns.” “Faith’s interior eye” is opened, and the oxy¬ 
moron is realized : “Tli’ Invisible appears in sight.” \Vc have no 
innate knowledge of God, nor can we acquire it by intuition, apart 
from divine communication. We are “creatures capable of God” 
—possessing certain primordial elements—so that the teachings of 
nature and of the Holy Spirit (as well as of the Bible) can lead us to 
some knowledge of God. This is what is called Natural Theology. 
Paul may have had his eye on Ps. xix. and Wisdom xiii., which 
passages should be closely studied in connection with this verse; cf. 
Acts xiv. 15-17; xvii. 21-29. By the things that are made, —Dative of 
instrument. Lange: “By means of his works.” IBs eternal power 
and Godhead; —Bather divinity—the totality of divine perfections: 
these are the unseen things of God. Power is specified because so 
apparent in the creation of the world. The marks of design in cre¬ 
ation, perceived by the contemplative mind, force us to recognize a 
designing power—one who was before all things, and by whom all 
things consist. Col. i. Hence the common compellation, “Almighty 
anil everlasting God.” So that — Correct— r'n; here denotes result, 
not purpose. Chrysostom: “Not to bereave them of all excuse, but 
that they may come to know him.” Lange may well protest so ear- 
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21 Because that when they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither were thankful, but “ became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 0 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools; 
2o And changed the glory of the uncorruptible '‘God 



licslly against Meyer’s teleological construction, “in order that they 
may he without excuse.” “This rendering leads to a monstrous 
view of the purpose of the creation of the world: it is too fatalistic 
even for the conception of predestination, which it was once de¬ 
signed to support.” He indorses the view of Do VVctte and Tliol tick, 
against Mover, that of, with to and the infinitive in Romans, is not 
always teleological. Meyer says the result must also he determined 
beforehand; which, says I-auge, “ is a kind of predestination, which 
is self-contradictory—predestinated to have no excuse—that is, pre¬ 
destinated for guilt!” Hodge and other predestinarians, however 
inconsistently, reject this as absurd and impious. It does not follow 
from this that what i9 called natural religion can save men. The 
atonement extends to all, and the Spirit operates on all—so that, 
without a written revelation, heathens, using the light they have, 
inav be saved : it is horrible to deny this. 

21. Because —This connects with ver. 18. They possessed the 
truth, but practiced unrighteousness. When they knew God, —Ver. 
19—they did not celebrate his perfections (what lie is in himself), 
nor thank him for his mercies (what he is to his creatures). Became 
min in their imaginations, —They absurdly and perversely reasoned 
themselves into idolatry (ver. 23), which the Hebrews stigmatized as 
vanity. 1 Kings xvi. 13; 2 Kings xvii. 15; Jer. ii. 6; viii. 19. 
(See on Acts xiv. 15.) Foolish heart —Undiscerning, not retaining 
God in its knowledge. The heart in Scripture is the seat of intel¬ 
lect, sensibility, and will. Woe darkened. —Not a prolepsis, but a 
climax. By their folly they lost what light they had. The intellect 
being darkened, of course the sensibility was obtunded, and the will 
perverted. They became stupid, like the gods they made and wor¬ 
shiped. Ps. cxv. 8. 

22. Professing —Professing to be wise men, they became foolish. 
Both mythologists and philosophers boasted of superior wisdom; 
but they acted like fools—the former in setting forth their polythe¬ 
istic, and the latter their pantheistic, absurdities. Jer. x. 1-1G; 1 
Cor. i. 20. The philosophers among the Greeks and Romans were 
proverbially boastful of tlieir wisdom. But all civilized heathen 
nations looked down upon the rest of mankind as barbarians. They 
were puffed up by their knowledge, while they devised, or ucceptcd 
and practiced, or at least sanctioned, the basest superstitions. 

23. And changed —This is an instance of their folly; hence Mac- 
knight renders, “For they changed.” 'AV.arrmn here means to ex¬ 
change one thing for another, anil in the LXX. represents the Heb. 
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into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 

24 “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
through the lusts of their own hearts, r to dishonour their 
own bodies 'between themselves: 

25 Who changed 'the truth of God “into a lie, and wor¬ 
shipped and served the creature || more than the Creator, 
who is blessed for ever. Amen. 



hr mir, “to change for something else, to exchange—with belli (I,XX. 
in) of the thing for which exchange is made. Ps. cvi. 20; Jer. ii. 
11; 1/cv. xxvii. 10.” So (leseniiis, Itohinson, Tholuelc. In Ps. cvi. 
20, it is “changed their glory for the image of an ox.” By “their 
glory” is meant Jehovah, the God of Israel, whose perfections, dis¬ 
played in the works of creation, arc transcendently glorious. Ps. 
xix.1. As usual, the abstract is put for tile concrete. Unrorniptiblc 
—Rendered “ immortal,” 1 Tim. i. 17—that which cannot decay; op¬ 
posed to corrupt ill. —mortal, that which (hies decay. 1 Cor. xv. 52; 
\Vis. xii. 1. There is no reference to moral corruption. Inin an 
imai/e made like—A Hebraism, meaning, for an image like. The 
words refer to man, birds, quadrupeds, and reptiles. The Romans 
imported the statues of deities in human form, which the Greeks so 
snitch allccted, and also the lower forms of other idolaters—espe¬ 
cially the reptile-worship of the Egyptians, who also worshiped 
images of birds and beasts, particularly the ibis and the bull-god 
Apis, to which there is reference in the passage here cited—Ps. cvi. 
20. The repetition of anil emphasizes the descending climax. 

24. Whcrrfan —For this cause—as they dishonored God, he left 
them to debase themselves; and what a depth of debasement! Vcr. 
26-2,S; Ps. Ixxxi. 12. Also—Many good MSS. (A, R, C, Sin., Vulg.) 
omit this; but others have it. So Chrysostom, who says: “God let 
them alone, because he could not make them virtuous by compul¬ 
sion ; he let them sec, by actual trial, what would be the result of 
their dereliction. As they left God, God also left them. In natural 
lewdness, not only does one dishonor the other, but each dishonors 
himself." 

25. Who —This connects this verse, as an illustrative parenthesis, 
with the foregoing— q. rf.—seeing that they exchanged the true idea 
of God for a lie. The LXX. uses ijiebSoe for the Hcb. slicker, a false 
god. Jer. xiii. 25; Isa.xliv.20. Worshipped. —Reverenced, referring 
to the sentiment. Served —With rites and ceremonies. More limn — 
n apa, beyond, to the exclusion of the Creator. Philo may well say 
that Moses was amazed when the Israelites substituted the golden 
calf for .Tehovali: “What a lie they substituted for so great a real¬ 
ity!” Who is blessed for ever. Amen. —This is Pauline, llom.ix.5; 

4 






14 


ROMANS. 


[A.D. 60. 


26 For this cause Go<l gave them up unto ' vile affections. 
For even their women did change the natural use into that 
which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men 
with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 
themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like || to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to || a reprobate mind, to do 
those things 'which are not convenient: 


2 Cor. xi. 31. The Jews and other Orientals use doxologies of this 
sort when any tiling has been said derogatory of God, allowing that 
they, as it were, resent the insult to the Divine Majesty. I low much 
soever they may derogate from the divine honor, God will eternally 
receive the glory due unto his name. 

26, 27. For this cause —Bengcl says: “In stigmatizing sins, wo 
must often call a spade a spade. The dignity and earnestness of the 
judicial style dots not offend modesty by the use of appropriate lan¬ 
guage.” Yet Paul found it necessary to use elliptical and euphe¬ 
mistic language in describing the gross sensualities of the heathen 
world. Paul did not always call a spade a spade. Chrysostom ad¬ 
mires his judgment—“both speaking chastity, and yet stinging the 
hearer.” Classical writers abound with revolting illustrations of 
these awful charges brought by the apostle against the heathen 
world; and these are corroborated by the discoveries in Pompeii 
and Herculaneum, together with the pictures and statues in Hindoo 
temples. The vilest abominations were connected with their idola¬ 
trous worship, their deities being the examples and patrons of these 
detestable lusts. See Lev. xviii. Chrysostom draws an appalling 
picture of those abominable “Lesbians” and Sodomites, whose 
“punishment was in the pleasure itself;” all the more horrible be¬ 
cause, like the insane, they chose to wallow in this filth, degrading 
themselves below the level of brutes—men ceasing to be men, with¬ 
out becoming women, and women ceasing to be women, without be¬ 
coming men! “How many hells shall be enough for such ? ” Paul 
would not call them men and women, but “males” and “females,” in 
contempt. 

28. And even —And as they did not choose. Conybeare and How- 
son attempt to reproduce the paronomasia: “And as they thought fit 
to cast out the acknowledgment of God, God gave them over to an 
outcast mind, to do the things that are unseemly.” Tholuck prefers 
the English version. Cf. 2 Cor. xiii. 6,7,8. They reprobated God, 
and were reprobated by him. iob xxii. 14. A reprobate mind ,— 
Chrysostom: “It was not the flesh (as some heretics say), but the 
mind, to which the Bins of wicked lnsts belonged, and it was thence 
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29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, mur¬ 
der, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

80 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenant-breakers, || without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

the fount of these evils flowed. For since the mind is become nn- 
distinguishing, all else is then dragged out of course and overturned, 
when he is confounded who held the reins.” The twenty-three terms 
in the following catalogue do not express so many evils sharply de¬ 
fined, or logically arranged. The accumulation was designed to 
show the intensely evil condition of the heathen world, as there is 
not a vice which can he named which may not be charged upon it. 
Classical writers fnllv corroborate the charge. Not convenient: —A 
wi riosis for abominable. 

2i). Being filled —Having become filled. Fornication ,—If ir opveia 
he genuine, it stands for every kind of uncleanness. It is wanting 
in some good MSS. and versions, and is canceled by many critics, 

MSS., and transposed in others. The resemblance of the words may 
have occasioned the omission of one or the other by transcribers. If 
IJaul did not use it, it was because ho had just dealt largely in sins 
of this sort, which bring all others in their train. Wickedness, —De¬ 
pravity. Maliciousness; —Malice. Debate, —Contention. Whisperers, 
—Secret slanderers. 

30. Backbiters,™- 1 Open detractors. Haters of God, — Qeoarvycl; is 
passive. The Vulgate has Deo odibiles; Wycliife, “ hateful to God; ” 
Kheims, “odible to God.” See Fragments of Neophron’s Medea, 
Frag. 2: “Restrain your daring and god-hated (daiarvyic) obsti¬ 
nacy.” Thcodorct, Grotins, Lange, commentators generally, con¬ 
strue it as active, all admitting that it is never elsewhere so used. 
In defense of the active, Scliafl' says, “God hates the sin, lint loves 
the sinner.” This is an excellent grume, but docs not apply in this 
case. God does hate the sinner, quoad his sins. “The wicked and 
him that loveth violence his soul hatetli” (Ps. xi. 5). To be God- 
hated is the most damning characteristic: we sav oi a detestable 
wretch that he is “God-forsaken”— q. d., outrageously bad. Despite¬ 
ful, proud, boasters, —Contumacious, arrogant, braggarts. Inventors 
of evil things, —Ilengel: “New pleasures, new gains, of new arts for 
injuring others, as in war, 2 Macc. vii. 31—Antioclius is said to have 
been an inventor of all evil against the Hebrews.” 

31. Without understanding, —Void of true wisdom. (See on vcr. 
21.) Covenant-breakers ,— 'AnvrOt rove seems to have been placed after 
bawl-OUC, because it is like it in form; this is in Paul’s manner. 
The LXX. uses it for the Ilob. bogedah (Jcr. iii. 8), “ her treacherous 
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32 Who, “knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such tilings ‘are worthy of death; not only do the 
same, but ||'have pleasure in them that do them. 


sister Judah.” Without natural affection, —'Acropyoef, void of that 
affection which parents ought to have for children, and children for 
parents and other relatives. Exposing infants obtained among the 
Greeks and Romans. Aged and helpless parents are left to perish 
among some heathens. “Emperors murdered their parents, and 
violated their sisters.” Chrvsostom says, “Every beast loves his 
like, and every man his neighbor, but these became more ferocious 
than beasts.” Implacable ,—Omitted in A, B, and some other MSS. 
Alford thinks it was a gloss on ammOerovt;. But it is in many good 
MSS. It may have been omitted because ao-bvim^ has the same 
ending with the preceding three words. It joins well to unmerciful— 
cruel. The Romans were horribly cruel. Witness the gladiators, 
“butchered to make a Roman holiday.” With this horrible cata¬ 
logue compare 2 Tim. iii. 2-4; Wis. xiv. 22-31; Thucyd. iii. 82-84. 
Philo the Jew brings a similar charge against both Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles of his age. 

32. Who, knowing the judgment of God ,—The ordinance of God. 
The writings of the philosophers show that they considered these 
crimes as condemned by God, and deserving retribution. The re¬ 
mains of primitive revelations, the phenomena of nature, the dis¬ 
pensations of providence, the light of conscience under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit (Rom. ii. 14, 15), told them that these tliingB 
were wrong. In what sense they considered them worthy of death is 
not so clear. They had no adequate conception of eternal death as 
the retribution for sin, yet they had some notion of it. Some of the 
crimes entail temporal death; some were visited with capital pun¬ 
ishments. But it is likely the apostle uses the word death in a gen¬ 
eral sense, as comprehending all the evil which results from sin, 
just as life comprehends all the good which results from virtue. 
But have pleasure —But are even well pleased with those who prac¬ 
tice them. It iB the ne plus ultra of wickedness to take pleasure in 
the sins of others. The reference is not to the apologies of philoso¬ 
phers for vice—as the Epicureans and Stoics, for licentiousness, even 
incest and sodomy, Aristotle for revenge, etc.—but to the sentiments 
of the heathen as such, sunk so low in profligacy and crime. 


CHAPTER II. 

1 They that sin, though they condemn it in others, cannot excuse them- 
selves, G and much less escape the judgment of God, 9 whether they be 
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Jews or Gentiles. 14 The Gentiles cannot escape, 17 nor yet the Jews, 
25 whom their circumcision shall not profit, if they keep not the law. 

T HEREFORE thou art “inexcusable, O man, whosoever 
thou art, that judgest: ‘for wherein thou judgest an¬ 
other, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest, doest 
the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is accord¬ 
ing to truth, against them which commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou 'the riches of his goodness, and ''for¬ 
bearance, and 'long-suffering; / not knowing that the good¬ 
ness of God lcadeth thee to repentance? 



II.— 1. Therefore —Wherefore refers to i. 22: as thou knowest the 
law of (foil, thou art inexcusable in breaking it. 0 man, —Many refer 
this to the Jew; lint he is not mentioned till vcr. 9, and not directly 
addressed till vcr. 17. The apostle is alluding to those Gentiles (his 
language, indeed, applies to Jews as well) who censured the vices in 
question, and condemned those who practiced them—not like those 
in ». 32, who took pleasure in them, hut practiced the same them¬ 
selves. They were not exonerated from blame hv condemning vice 
while they were guilty of it. Another, —Lit., the other: thy neigh¬ 
bor; but. here it means any one deserving censure. 

2. Hut uc arc sure —Hut we know that the sentence of God is ac¬ 
cording to truth upon those who practice such things. The sentence 
corresponds to the crime; it is agreeable to inexorable justice. 

3. And thinkest thou this, —lie presses the point; there is not only 
self-condemnation, as in vcr. 1, but the condemnation of God. 

4. Or —This introduces another thought: as God spares thy life, 
notwithstanding thy sins, then eonstrucst his patience as impunity, 
being willfully ignorant that it is designed not to encourage sin, but 
to lead to repentance. lied. viii. 11. Despisest —Treatest with neg¬ 
lect—pervertest its design. Riches —A favorite word with Paul, de- 
nnling fullness, abundance. Horn. ix. 23; xi. 23, ct al. Goodness, 
and forbearance, and long-suffering; —A climax; goodness, kindness 
in general; forbearance, postponing punishment; long-suffering, 
continuing to do so under constant provocations. Lange makes 
goodness generic, the other two specific: this seems favored by the 
repetition of goodness, and not of the other two. Not knowing — 
Culpably ignoring. Lcadeth —In the present tense it denotes the 
design, though it may be frustrated. Leading implies voluntary fol¬ 
lowing; but I lodge says, God makes willing! Were these wretches 
made willing? Why will men allow themselves to be so biased by 
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5 Cut after thy hardness nnd impenitent heart, "treasur¬ 
es t up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 * Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well-doiDg, 
seek for glory, and honour, and immortality; eternal life: 


^ g IlelU. 32. 34; James 5. :).—h Job 31. II; Ps. 02. It: FTov. 24.12; Jrr. 17. 10; 


peculiar dogmas? Repentancet —Change of mind from the evil to 
the good. (See on Matt. iii. 2.) Alford does not put a mark of in¬ 
terrogation at the end of this verse, or of the neat, though he thinks 
the question is continued through both verses, “but loses itself in 
the digressive clauses following, and nowhere comes pointedly to an 
end." The whole passage may be read indicatively, not interroga¬ 
tively. 

5. Rut after —But according to thy hardness—Cranmcr and Ge¬ 
neva, “Stubbornness.” Impenitent—'Aperavhgrov (which occurs here 
only in >'. T.) is opposed to /uravoiav, vor. 4. Treaxvrest —The He¬ 
brews use this word for the accumulation of evil things, as well as 
of good. Amos iii. 10; James v. 3. It is contrasted with the riches 
of_God’s goodness. Unto thynelf— Chrysostom: “Not God for thee." 
Wrath —Put for punishment—its effect. Agaiwt the day —In a day 
of wrath—a time, not here specified, when the wrath of God, spoken 
of in i: 18, shall be poured out. Cf. Ezek. xxii. 24; Zeph. ii. 2, 3; 
Bev. vi. 17. Winer: “Expressed by abbreviation: thou art treas¬ 
uring up to thyself wrath (which will be poured forth) in the day of 
wrath.” Revelation —Manifestation of God’s righteous judgment. 
The reading “recompense” is peculiar to the Vatican. The inser¬ 
tion of mi, “and righteous judgment,” has considerable support; 
but it is probably an interpolation, the transcriber supposing the 
three genitives are put in contrast with the three in ver. 4. But ef. 
i. 17, 18. Atnamnpujia occurs nowhere else— SinatoKpirge, “the Lord 
the righteous Judge.” 2 Macc. xii. 41. 

0. Who will render —This is one of the commonplaces of Scripture. 
Ps. lxii. 12; Prov.xxiv. 12; Jer.xvii.10; xxxii.19; Matt, xvi.27; 
1 Cor. iii. 8; 2 Cor. v. 10; Bev. ii. 23; xx. 12; xxii. 12. It was well 
to repeat it in this place, so that no one may suppose that justifica¬ 
tion by faith impinges upon this eternal principle of equity. The 
law of retribution cannot be set aside by any economy of salvation. 
God rewards the faith by which we accept pardon, though it has no 
merit, as he punishes the unbelief which rejects it. There is an 
ethical element in both the one and the other, as well as the works 
proceeding respectively from each. 

7. To them —To those, on the one hand, who by perseverance in 
well-doing—so Winer. Meyer, gen. obj. Lange, gen. sub., “the 
endurance which is peculiar to the truly good work.” Cf. Bom. 
xiii. 3. Seek for glory, —Not “the good.fame which commonly at- 
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8 But unto them that are contentious, and ‘do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness; indignation and wrath. 






tends virtuous actions’ 7 —men arc not encouraged to seek for that—■ 
but nicctncss for the inheritance of the saints in light—the bliss of 
heaven. Bom. viii. 18; 2 Cor. iv. 17; 1 Tliess. ii. V>; 2 Tim. ii. 10; 
lleb. ii. 10; 1Pet. v. 10. Honour ,—The personal dignity wflieh will 
accrue to those who overcome, and shall he seated with Christ in liis 
throne. Kev. iii. 21; 2 Tim. ii. 12; ef. 1 IVt. i. 7. Immortality ;— 
This caps the climax. “ Perpetuity of hliss is hliss.” 1 Cor. ix. 25; 
XV. -12, 60, 52, 53, 54 ; 2 Tim. i. 10; 1 Pet. i. 4; Win. ii. 23. Eternal 
“Who will render to every man, etc.— 


to I 


Ko 


denial life.” 

t than —To those, on the other hand, who arc eonten- 
, ex contentione; Wyclillc, “of strife;” Khcinis, "of 
Tvndale, “rchellious;” Cranmer, “that are rebels;” 
.son's Bcza, Weslev, and others, as A. V. The word is 
rife” in 2 Cor. xii. 20; Cal. v. 20; Phil. ii. 3; James 
contention,” Phil. i. lli; Ruekert, Meyer, Alford, and 
r “self-seeking;” Cange, “self-seeking partisans”— 
tin from r/ufli/f, a hired workman, and not from ipi f, 
1:1 ! ” ! 2 Cor. xii. 20; Cal. v. 20. 


trife, fac t 


ention.” But it may i 


Inn of incut 
what follow 
persuadable 


mtumacy—“ not that of open violence, 
e and unbelief” (Trollope). This sense suits 
not obey the truth, — 'A-nQiu means to he un- 
ig, disoliedient. It occurs sixteen times ill X. 
1. It is rendered "believe not” eight timer., “unbelieving,” Acts 
xiv. 2; “to be disoliedient,” four; “obey not,” three times. The 
noun mcritkm is rendered four times “unbelief,” three times “diso- 
1 salient;” the adjective a-iM n is always (six times) rendered “dis¬ 
obedient.” The refusal to believe the truth, when duly presented, 
is not mara uTv/aviri, unbelief—it is disbelief, disobedience, springing 
lrom rebellion, contumacy. The truth here is the same as in liom. 
i. 18, 25, whatever Cod lias revealed by any method for the obedi¬ 
ence oi faith. Hut obey unriglUeotisuens; —Sinful inclinations, which 
withstand the moral consciousness; cf. i. 18 (Tholuck). Bengal well 
says: “Truth and unrighteousness are often contrasted: 1 Cor. xiii. 
6; 2 Tliess. ii. 10, 12. Truth includes righteousness, and unright¬ 
eousness implies falsehood.” Imliynation and wrath ,—Many of the 
best MSS. have “wrath and indignation;” but the common reading 
seems correct, as dc/uJf, says liobinson, “denotes the mind roused to 
anger, while b/iyl/ is anger itself, the emotion, including the desire of 
revenge:” <’>/.;a is thus stronger than diy/o.;. Oriwe occurs eighteen 
times in X. T-, and is always rendered “wrath” except here, anil in 
Kev. x v i. 11); xix. 15, where it is rendered “fierceness,” anil used with 
I’l'/’b “fierceness of his wrath.” ’Op;// 00011111 thirty-six times in X. 
I’-, and is rendered “wrath” thirty-one times; “anger,” three times; 
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9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil; of the Jew ‘first, and also of the f Gentile; 

10 'But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that 
worketh good; to the Jew first, and also to the f Gentile; 

11 For " there is no respect of persons with God. 


ft Amos 2; Luke 12. 17, -!H; l Pot. 4. 17.—t Or. Greet.—11 l’rt. 
Check. —n^Deiu.^x. 17; 2 Cliron. 19 7; Job 34.10; Acts 10. 34; Gal. 2. 


“vengeance,” Roni. iii. 5; “indignation,” Rev. xiv. 10. Some put 
og)7/ first, as the heat of the fire, then dc/eof, as the bursting forth of 
tlic flame. Schaffsays: “The change in the construction, from the 
ace., ver. 7, to the nom., ver. 8, is no doubt intentional; God gives 
eternal life, and wills all men to be saved; but condemnation is 
man’s own guilt, and comes, so to speak, Deo nolcnle" —noteworthy 
from a Calvinist. Bcngcl, on Matt. vii. 24; “God refers tilings re¬ 
lating to salvation to himself; evil things lie severs from himself.” 

!). Tribulation — O/hjur occurs forty-five times in N. T., and is ren¬ 
dered “tribulation” twenty-one times; “affliction” eighteen; “an¬ 
guish,” John xvi. 21; “burdened,” 2 Cor. viii. 13; “persecution,” 
Acts xi. 19; “trouble,” three times. It means pressure, compres¬ 
sion. ThcVulg. has tribulatio, which comes from tribidum, a thrash¬ 
ing-sledge. Anguish, —liver oxwpia is rendered in the Vulg. angustia 
-■-hence our “anguish.” It means “straitness,” and is rendered 
“distress,” Rom. viii. 35; 2 Cor. vi. 4; xii. 10; cf. Isa, viii. 22, 
LXX., where we render “anguish.” This word is stronger than 
d/.tyvf—as if one were subjected to Hailing, pressed into a close place, 
from which he vainly attempts to escape. Thus Paul says; “ We are 
troubled (dhjU/mm) on every side, yet not distressed {trrnwxupou- 
prm)," 2 Cor. iv. 8. Tribulation and anguish are experienced by 
the sinner, as the infliction of the indignation and wrath of the Di¬ 
vine Majesty. Paul may have had his eye on Ps. Ixxvii. (lxxviii.) 
49, 50, LXX.: “lie sent out against them the fury of his anger, 
wrath, and indignation, and affliction, a message by evil angels. lie 
made a way for his wrath: he spared not their souls from death.” 
Upon every soul of man —An emphatic periphrasis for every man. Cf. 
Ezek. xxvii. 13; Rev. xviii. 13; Lev. v. 1, 2. The LXX. renders 
Nnm. xix. 11, “He who touches the dead body of any soul of man.” 
That doeth evil; —The compound verb is used here, as in i. 27, per¬ 
haps in the sense of “commit,” “consummate,” referring to evil: in 
ver. 10 the simple verb is used, “worketh good.” Rut the compound 
is used of both good and evil, Rom. vii. 13,15, 17, 18. Of the Jew — 
Of J cw first, and of Greek. (See on i. 16.) 

10. But glory, honour, and peace, —Repetition from ver. 7, in the 
Ileb. style, though “peace” (ITcb. shulom) takes the place of “im¬ 
mortality”—denoting, say W. and W., “the highest blessedness of 
tbc incorruptible state—that in which there is no change nor decay.” 
It contrasts with “tribulation and anguish.” To the Jew jirst, —Both 
to Jew, first, and to Greek. 

11. For —Explicative: the principle is this. There is no respect of 
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12 For as many as have sinned without law, shall also 
perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law, 
shall be judged by the law, 

13 (For "not the hearers of the law are just before God, 
but the doers of the law shall be justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 



ye.rmae with (Inti. —This is another ynome, or adage, of frequent oc¬ 
currence in the liihlc. Dent. x. 17; 2 Citron, xix. 7; Job xxxiv. 
1!); Ads x. 34; Cal. ii. 0; Eph. vi. 8; C'ol. iii. 25; 1 Pet. i. 17. 
]lg«mj-o?ei/«n occurs only here and in Uph. vi. 8; C'ol. iii. 25; James 

ii. 1, and the cognates in Acts x. 34; James ii. 8. God makes no ar¬ 
bitrary or groundless distinctions; men of all nations will he judged 
according to their character. 

12. For —This brings forward the reason of the assertion in vcr. 9, 

10, showing the equity of the divine procedure. Without law :— 
Anarthrous—without a written revelation of the will of God, like 
that which Jews and Christians possess. Cf. ver. 14, 15. Shall per- 
i«A—Shall he punished without relcrencc to the law which they 
never possessed. ’A-A/?r/n means to die the second death in John 

iii. 15,16; x. 28; lCor.i.18; viii.11; 2Cor.ii.15; iv.3; 2Thcss. 

11. 10; 2 Pet. iii. 9. It docs not mean, as Dodwell and sonic others 
suppose, extinction of being, but of well-being. Cf. Matt. xxv. 46. 
lit (hr low, —Also anarthrous. As many as in law sinned, through 
law Shall be judged—those in possession of a written law, or posi¬ 
tive revelation of the will of God. Some take tt/iivu here for kb tu- 
Kpo'ij, “condemn,” as in vcr. 1, or “punish:” but it refers to the 
application of law to the case of the culprit, determining the extent 
of his guilt—the punishment, of course, to follow—hence the varia¬ 
tion in the terms. By the low, —Through the operation of law—ac¬ 
cording to its provisions. John xii. 48. 

13. For not the hearers of the late —Alluding to the Jews, who heard 
the law read in their synagogues, and imagined that this would se¬ 
cure their salvation. Many of their rabbins speak as though no 
descendant of Abraham, being circumcised, and hearing the law, 
could he lost. The sentiment of Paul is like that of James, " He ye 

(James i. 22-25), and of John, “lie that dnctli righteousness is 
righteous” (1 John iii. 7); cf. Matt. vii. 21; 1 John ii. 29. Shall be 
justified. —Declared righteous. This does not conflict with justifica¬ 
tion by faith, as faith in Christ is imputed for righteousness (liom. 

iv. 5), and the works resulting from it will he rewarded as righteous 
acts in the day of judgment. Matt. xxv.; James ii. The article be¬ 
fore rofttrv (the law), in both eases, is probably genuine, though want¬ 
ing in some MSS., and canceled bv Alford and some others. 

14. For when —For when Gentiles—those who have no law—who 
have no written law, or positive revelation of the divine will. Do 
by nature —Robinson: “In a moral sense, the native mode of think- 
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nature the things contained in the law, these having not the 
law, arc a law unto themselves. 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts, || their conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts || the mean while accusing, or else excusing one 
another;) 


| Or, the drmedenn wfnfs*«9 iciM ttnn- U Or, hclmm Himiafl 



The language implies that some Gentiles did obey the law of con¬ 
science—sinning and repenting, as is the case with many who have 
the written law. Their imperfect obedience, as it was produced by 
the Spirit of Christ, so it was accepted through tire merits of Christ. 

15. Which choc—" Inasmuch as they evince the effect of the [re¬ 
vealed! law—what it would have produced, what is tantamount to 
it.” Written, in their hearts, —Alluding to the writing of the deca¬ 
logue on tlie two tallies of stone. 2 Cor. iii. 3. If, for instance, under 
the promptings of this law of conscience, they honored their parents, 
they evinced the effect designed to be produced by the fifth com¬ 
mandment. Sophocles speaks of "the unwritten and indelible laws 
of tire gods,” Plutarch speaks of “a law which is not outwardly 
written in books, but implanted in the heart of man.” Their con¬ 
science also bearing witness, —Their conscience bearing joint-testi mony. 
Parklmrst, on oiveiSf/oi(, says: “I. The conscience, or mind itself, 
considered as privv to, or conscious olj tire actions or thoughts of the 
man. Johnvlii.9: Rom. ii, 15; ix.l; 2Cor.lv. 2; v.ll. II. The 
conscience, or mind, considered as passing a judgment on a man’s 
own thoughts, words, or actions, according to some rule. Rom. xiii. 
6; 2 Cor. i. 12; 1 Pet. ii. 19.” But surely conscience here embraces 
both. It is, as Robinson says, “that moral faculty which distin¬ 
guishes between right and wrong, and prompts to choose the former, 
and avoid tlie latter.” But it does more than that; it testifies to guilt 
or innocence, and so produces remorse or satisfaction. It thus exer¬ 
cises the functions of lawgiver and judge, witness and attorney. This 
is tlie God-appointed province of conscience, though it is frequently 
perverted and blinded. And their thoughts the mean while —And their 
reasonings among one another, accusing, or even defending. Their 
reasonings, reflections, “self-judging voices of the conscience”—sen¬ 
tence against sentence, in the inner strife—accusing of wrong, and 
producing remorse; apologizing or defending against the charge, so 
as to produce peace within. 
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10 °Iu the day when God shall judge the secrets of men 
Giy Jesus Christ , 1 according to my gospel. 

17 Behold, '"thou art called a Jew, uud 'restest in the law, 
'and makest thy boast of God, 

n Kccles. 12. H; Malt. 2.1. .11; John 12. 48; oh. :i. 6; 1 Cor. 4. 5; Ilov. 20. 12.— 
p.Jnlin ft. 22; Acta, 10. 42; 17. U1; 2 Tim. 4. 1, 8; 1 Pot. 4 . — q oil. 10. 2o; I Tim. 

cii. o’. 4.— I li.il’ 40. 20; «.’i; Jnim . ’ 

l(i. In the (Mi/— 1 “In a day when God will judge the secrets of men, 
according to my gospel, by Jcsiis Christ. Some construe (Ilia with 
ver, 12, or with vcr. l.’l—Alford, with vcr. 10. Bengal connects di¬ 
rectly with vcr. 15, making no parentheaisi “Construed With show; 
the present tense is no objection, vcr. 5; and Paul often says, ‘in 
,’ie day of the Lord, 1 which means more than against the day. 1 
Cor. v. 5. Compare 1 Tim. v. 21. .Such as each thing was, such 
shall it then lie seen, be determined, and abide.” All the secret 
workings of the soul will be brought to view in that day, when God 
will discriminate the thoughts and motives from which actions pro¬ 
ceed. Conybcare and Ilowson supply “as ivill be seen in that day.” 
Tholuck, “anil this especially in that day.” Lange fails in his 
cllniT to refer this to the crises which occur in this life: “On the 
day of the promulgation of the gospel, the better Gentiles mani¬ 
fested their ordination to salvation, just as the majority of the Jews 
made manifest their hardness of heart.” He alludes to Acts xiii., 
where “ordained” means disposed—of coil me, by the use of pre¬ 
venting grain—but that is foreign from this ease. lit) Jesus Christ, 
—This is put last in the original, giving emphasis to the fact more 
emphatically to be stated, Hum. xiv. Cf. John v. 22; Acts xvii. 31. 
According to mi) gospel. —Agreeably to the terms of the gospel which 
I preach. Rom. xvi. 23; 1 Cor. xv. 1; 2 Tim. ii. 8. 

17. Jlehold ,—The reading of many MSS., Syr., Vulg., is preferred, 
“But if.” Then the protasis extends to the end of ver. 20, and the 
apodosis begins ver. 21. Thou art called a Jew ,—Not cognominaria, 
"snrnamed” (Vulg., Rhcims), but “named,” as the word is used, 
Gen. iv, 17, 23, LXX. Schleusncr says that, like Kaseopni, it is to be. 
But if thou art a Jew—the apostle now leaving the Gentiles, and 
directly addressing the Jews. He is going to show that they too are 
in a slate ot guilt and condemnation, needing redemption, as well 
as the Gentiles. But he first sets forth their superior advantages. 
“Jew” designates the Israelite according to his religion—as the 
etymology indicates—one praised—the theocratic name of honor. 
And rosiest in the law,—And restest thyself in law. They felt secure, 
as they had God’s revealed will. Though the tables of the lair* 
written by God were no longer in the ark, yet they had copies in 
every synagogue, and in many private houses, kept with punctil¬ 
ious care. Cf. Micali iii. 11, LXX. And mnkest thy boost of Cod ,— 
And boastest in God, claiming him as the God of isracl—their pe¬ 
culiar covenant God. Dcut. xxxiii. 26-29; Ps. cxliv. 15; cxlvi. 5; 
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18 And “knowest his will, and ||*approvest the thinga 
that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law, 

19 And 'art confident that thou thyself art a guide of 
the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, 

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes,' which 
hast the form of knowledge, and of the truth in the law: 

21 “Thou therefore which tcachest another, teachcst thou 
not thyself? thou that preachest, a man should uot steal, 
dost thou steal ? 



18. And knmeest his mil, —Lit., the will, sc., at (tod, in whom they 
boasted. They not only had his law, but they professed to know 
what it requires. And approval the things that arc more erccllcnt ,— 
Rather, distinguishes! the things which difler. They boasted of 
their knowledge of casuistry. Being instructed ant of the late ,—In 
those matters they had the law for their catechist: sargx (hence 
our “catechise”) literally means to instruct orally. 

19. And art confident —Art persuaded, moreover, that thou thyself 
art a guide of the blind. Cf. Matt. xv. 14. A light of them which arc 
in darkness, —The Jews thought it their mission to enlighten the be¬ 
nighted Gentiles. Ps. lxvii.; Isa. Ixvi. 19. Hence their zeal in 
proselyting. Matt, xxiii. 15. 

20. An instructor of the foolish, —Those ignorant of divine things. 
A teacher of babes, —Those uninstructed, uninformed, like children. 
(See on Matt. xi. 25; xxi. 16; 1 Cor. iii. 1; Ilcb. v. 13.) Which hast 
the form of knowledge, —Bengel: “ MApQuaiv is taken here in a good 
sense in reference to the boasting Jew: the form, plan, or outline— 
of knowledge and of the truth—an hendiadys —the truth expresses 
accuracy in established doctrine, now called orthodoxy.” But there 
does not appear to be an hendiadys. The law furnished the Jew a 
correct scheme, or outline, of knowledge and truth. Convbearc and 
Howson: “Possessing in the law the perfect matter of knowledge 
and of truth.” Theophvlact: “Thou hast the form—not in actions 
and good works, but in the law in which thou trustest for the forma¬ 
tion of virtue.” Cf. Rom. vi. 17: “form of doctrine,” tvpc, mold. 

21. Thou therefore —The apodosis, corresponding to tlie protasis, 
ver. 17-20, is indicated by the owe, therefore. The literal rendering 
brings out the force of the passage, which is pointed, elliptical, ab¬ 
rupt. It seems better, with the Vulgate, Bengel, Wesley, Olshausen, 
to point it indicatively, not interrogatively—though Chrysostom 
says, “ he carries on his discourse by way of question, turning them 
on themselves.” The rhetorical effect is greater with the literal 
rendering: The one therefore who teaches another—thou dost not 
teach thyself. Bengel: “ He who docs not practice, does not teach 
himself.” Matt, xxiii. 3, 4. The apostle seems to have his eye on 
Ps. I. Hi-18. According to Josephus, the lower ranks among the 
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22 Thou that sayest, a mail should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery ? thou that abhorrest idols, ‘ dost 
thou commit sacrilege? 

23 Thou that ‘ makest thy boast of the law, through 
breaking the law dishonorcst thou God? 

24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gen¬ 
tiles, through you, as it is d written. 

2o e For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the 



Jcws were much given to theft and rapine, and the priests and rulers 
to rapacity. 

22. Adultery, —A besetting sin of the Jews in every age. They are 
charged with it by the prophets, Jer. v. 7, 8; xin. 27 ; Lack. xxii. 
11 ; and by our Lord, Malt. xix. 3-11; John viii. 3-11; and by Jo¬ 
sephus, the Talmud, and other authorities—even their rabbins were 
notorious for the commission of this sill, limit that abhorrent idols, 
—From ftikliannpiu conies jMi/.vy/m, an abomination, by which the 
Jews designated an idol. (See on Matt. xxiv. 15.) After the cap¬ 
tivity, the Jews detested idolatry; hence the play on the word. 
Host thou commit saerileyef —Lit., “ roh temples.” The avaricious 
Jews, who detested idols, would take from their temples, or receive 
from others who stole them, the gold and silver images, votive offer¬ 
ings,‘and other valuable things, in direct violation of the law of 
God. Dent. vii. 25, 2(5. So Chrysostom; Josephus, Ant. iv. 8. 10. 
Robbers of temples arc spoken of in Acts xix. 37; 2 Mace. iv. 19, 20, 
32, 42, where apunr/.nr, temple-robber, is used. 

23, 24. Thou that makest thy boast of the law, —Who in law boastest— 
the form of address is changed. The Jews boasted that they bad a 
written law, while the Gentiles had none. In Baruch iv. 3, the law 
is called the “honor”—glory—of Israel. As the Israelites were 
God’s witnesses, designed to set forth his character and claims to the 
world, by their crimes they caricatured the law, and so dishonored 
the Lawgiver. The heathen would naturally say, If that is the best 
Jehovah can do for his chosen race, we may" as well hold on to our 
own religion. The apostle quotes indirectly from Isa. lii. 5; E/.ek. 
xxxvi. 20-23; cf. 2 Sam. xii. 14. The inconsistent lives of profess¬ 
ing Christians produce the same effect in our day. 

Long we have ner burden borne, 

Lange says: “Meyer has good reason for reading ver. 23 not as a 
question, hut as a categorical impeachment: this is supported by 
the y&p in ver. 24.” 

25. For circumcision —For circumcision, indeed, profits, in case 
that thou practieest law. This meets an objection of the Jew: Is 
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\v; but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision 
made uncircuineision. 

26 Therefore, 'if the uncircumcision keep the rightcous- 
:ss of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for 
rcumcision? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if 
fulfil the law, *judge thee, who by the letter and circula¬ 
tion dost transgress the law ? 

/Acts 10. 34, 35.—(7 Matt. 12. 41, 42. 

idnism, then, of no advantage ? lie replies to this more fully in 
. iii.; here he answers by concession— q. d., Yes, indeed; circuin- 
iion—which is the exponent of Judaism (Gal. v. 3)—is profitable, 
t only if he who is circumcised practice law. Law, without the 
tide, is put in contrast with the rite. Ilishop Middleton says: 
rVithout the article we are to understand not the law itself (nor 
deed would ‘practice the law’ be very intelligible), but moral 
cdicnce, or virtue, such as it was the object of the law to inculcate, 
d of which circumcision was the outward and visible sign. Thus 
the next verse, instead of vi/tov (Jaw) we have in the same sense to 
mtu/ui-a tov vofiov (the requirements of the law). We have also, 1 
ace. ii. 21, vojmv /to! thKaiu/tarti (law and requirements}, where vi/mv 
used, as it is here by St. Paul. So also Sirac. xxxiii. 2, 3; xxxv. 

The same explanation will serve for v6/wv (of law) below, ver. 
.” Circumcision is available to a law-keeper, but not to a law- 
cakcr: the latter, though a Jew, is no better than a Gentile, who 
a law-breaker, 

2G. Therefore, )J—In case, therefore, the nncireumcision keep the 
nuiremems of the law. The Gentiles who perform the virtuous 
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CHAPTER III. 27 

28 For * he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither 
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 

29 But ho is a Jew 'which is one inwardly; and‘circum¬ 
cision it that of the heart, 'in the spirit, and not in the letter; 
"whose praise is not of men, but of God. 


28, 20. 1'ur he is net a Jew ,—For not he who is a Jew outwardly is 
one. lie is “an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile,” whose 
inward sentiment corresponds to his outward profession; and the 
cimnneixinn which avails to salvation is not merely the outward 
rite, hut that which it symbolizes, the purification of the heart— 
spiritual, not carnal—which meets not merely the approval of men 
who judge according to the outward appearance, hut of God, who 
looks at the heart. 1 Sam. xvi. 7; Matt. vi. 1-G; 1 Cor. iv. o. l’aul, 
of course, had his eye on such passages as Dent. x. l(i; xxx. (i; Jer. 
iv. 4; ix. 20; ef. Phil. ii. 2, 3; Col. ii. 11. The Jews must have 
been familiar with such passages, and it seems strange that they 
should overlook them in so exaggerating the importance and virtue 
of the outward rite. They went so far as to say that no circumcised 
person could lie damned—that an apostate Jew would by a miracle 
he restored to uncireumeixiou in order that lie might he sent to hell! 
Jiul how many are there who protean and call themselves Christians 
that Omkc a similar preposterous mistake in regard to baptism, not¬ 
withstanding there arc such plain passages as John iii. 3-6 and 1 
Pet. iii. 21! The more spiritual Jews understood the subject nearly 
like the apostle. Thus, this passage occurs in the Talmud: “The 
Jew sits in the interior of the heart.” Kali Lipman says, “Faith 
depends not on circumcision, hut rather on the heart—circumcision 
will not make an unbeliever a Jew.” Whose praise —Iicngcl says this 
alludes to the name Jew—“they shall praise thee,” Gen. x’lix. 8. 
“Ho therefore adds, whose, not of which (circumcision)." But there 
may have been no reference to the meaning of the name, which is 
so common; and, as Tholnek says, or, whose, refers both to the Jew 
inwardly, and to the circumcision of the heart, as antecedents, and 
lienee is to he regarded as neuter, after the Hebrew style. This re¬ 
ceives praise not only from man, but also from God, 


CHAPTER III. 

1 The Jars’ jrrcrogalive: 3 which they have not lost: 9 hnwheit the law 
eonvinceth them also of sin. 20 Therefore no flesh is justified by the law, 
28 hat all, without difference, by faith truly: 31 and yet the law is not 
abolished. 
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W HAT advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit 
is there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that “unto them 
were committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if ‘some did not believe? “shall their unbe¬ 
lief make the faith of God without effect? 


III.—1. What adtantage —What, then, is the pre-eminence of the 
Jew? Then —This refers to the preceding, thus: If the true Jew is 
one who is spiritually pure, which a Gentile may l>o, and if the true 
circumcision is of the heart, which a Gentile may experience, what 
advantage is there in being of the Jewish nation, and receiving cer¬ 
emonial circumcision? This objection, or inquiry, the apostle an¬ 
ticipates, as natural to arise in the mind of the reader. It is followed 
by three others, which are duly answered—furnishing proof that the 
ipostle’s doctrine does not impinge upon the dignity and impor¬ 
tance of the old economy. Then, ver. 9-20, he shows that all, Jews 
and Gentiles, are guilty and helpless, needing redemption, which is 
net forth in the remainder of the chapter. But he first answers the 
anticipated objection, as stated in ver. 1. 

2. Much —Much in every way: for, first, indeed, they were in¬ 
trusted with the oracles of God. Chicily, — Xlpu-nv plv yap —rendered 
“First of all,” 1 Cor. xi. 18—means first, as if there were to follow 
other instances. (See on i. 8.) The oracles of God. —Divine com¬ 
munications. (See on Acts vii. 38; Rom. ix. 4, 5; cf. Ps. cxlvii. 19, 
20.) Chrysostom: “They had the law put into their hands, because 
lie held them worthy so far as to intrust to them the oracles, which 
came down from above.” God, so to speak, had confidence in the 
Jew, so as to make him the trustee of divine revelation. 

3. For tchat —For what if some distrusted? Paul makes this re¬ 
mark to show that the Jews had great advantage in possessing the 
oracles of God, though some of them (he uses a soft expression) did 
not believe— that is, were unfaithful to their trust. The words ren¬ 
dered “committed,” "believe," “unbelief,” “faith,” all come from 
weiftj, to persuade, and in the passive, to be persuaded, and so to 
trust, to believe, to obey; but trust and its derivatives convey the 
idea, implying faithfulness. Shall their unbelief —Shall their distrust 
make the trust of God void? The Jorm of the question requires a 
negative answer. The faith of God —The trust God committed to 
them. Without effect f —To make void, as ver. 31; Kph. ii. 15. God 
keeps faith with men, though men break faith with God. The sun 
shines always the same, invariable in its splendor, whatever may 
preclude our seeing it. Men may shut their eyes to the light of 
truth, but it shines ever the same. The apostle is shocked at the 
contrary conception. " If we arc faithless, he remains faithful—he 
cannot deny himself.” 2 Tim. ii. 13. 
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d God forbid : yea, let 'God be true, but •'every man a 
; as it is written, "That thou mi'ditest be justified in thy 
«PS and mighte*?t overcome when thou art judged. 


might 


halt he . 


h Ins 


acknowledged 

his guilt, and thus justified God’s accusation, and “owned him con¬ 
queror.” The scene is not a trial in court—God being Judge, and 
passing sentence—hut a controversy, like that in Micah vi. The 
parallel* require this interpretation: thou slialt he justified = thou 
shalt l»e clear; in thy speakingr= in thy judging. As if God had 
said, David, thou art guilty of great crimes, and deservest to be pun¬ 
ished; and David confesses that the c harge is just, and the punish¬ 
ment is deserved. The LXX. and Paul are seen to agree with the 
] Ich., without any torturing of the one or of the other. It is obvious 
that the LXX. endeavored to transfer the Hob. idiom into Greek; 
hence the peculiar forms, “in thy words, in thy judging,” the latter 
being in the infinitive mood, either passive or middle. Tholuck 
savs:^ “Though the Hcb. is required to be understood actively, the 
LXX. might nevertheless have adopted the middle for its analogy 
to the active.” Bengcl: “God at once botli judges and is judged— 
that is, pleads in judgment; for here it has the meaning of the mid¬ 
dle voice, such as verbs of contending often have.” The use made 
of the quotation is simply to illustrate the position that even the sin 
and condemnation of men set forth the righteousness and truth of 
God—the latter being heightened by the contrast. Lange says: 
“ Whenever the covenant between God and man is shaken or broken, 
absolute faithfulness is always found on God’s side: he is a rock— 
Deut. xxxii. 31, etc.—while all the vibrations, as well as all the 
breaches, of faithfulness, are on the side of men.” 

o, (>. Hut —Hut if our unrighteousness evinces God’s righteous* 
hcss. what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? 
This is not a formal objection of a Jew, or the question would be so 
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of God, what shall wc say ? It God unrighteous who taketh 
vengeance? (*I speak as a man,) 

6 God forbid : for then 'how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sin- 

8 And not rather (as we be slanderously reported, and as 
some affirm that we say) *Lct us do evil, that good may 
come? whose damnation is just. 

ACIi. 6. 19; Gnl. 3. 15.—iGcn. 18.25; Jobs. 3; 34. 17.-1 eh. 5. 20; 6. 1,15. 


put (no instead of ph) as to require an affirmative answer, as Wesley, 
indeed, renders, “ Is not God unjust who taketh vengeance?” But 
the apostle is proceeding to remove an anticipated difficulty. Our 
unrighteousness may evince God’s righteousness, and yet God he 
righteous in punishing us for our sins. I speak os a man, —I speak as 
men usually speak. So Rom. vi. 19; Gal. iii. 15; and the Talmud. 
Paul says this as a kind of apology for even hypothetically predicat¬ 
ing unrighteousness of God: hence the exclamation, God forbid :— 
Far be it from us to entertain a thought so horrible and profane! 
The wickedness of the whole world, by contrast, evinces the right¬ 
eousness of God; and so, on the principle in question, God cannot 
judge the world! lie proceeds to illustrate this position. 

7. For if— For if the truth l>f God by my lie abounded unto his 
glory. “The truth of God” corresponds to “the righteousness of 
God,” ver. 5. “My lie” corresponds to “our unrighteousness,” vcr. 
5: it is not idolatry, as i. 25. Paul uses the first person singular, 
not in the name of an objector, but in the vivacious style, according 
to his manner. Rom. vii. 7-25; Gal. ii. 18-21. Why yet am I also 
ju/lgcd as a sinnerf —If my conduct conduce to God’s glory, in that 
case why does he pnnish me as he punishes others ? The present 
tense expresses the rule of God’s proceeding. 

8. And not —This elliptical passage presents grammatical difficul¬ 
ties, which divide the critics: the simplest, and perhaps best, solution 
is that adopted by Chrysostom, Theophylact, (Ecumenius, Luther, 
Bengel, Wesley, Tlioluck, Olshausen, and others: “And why should 
we not—as some traducing us say we recommend—do evil that good 
may come?” Winer says “the apostle had intended to make notelv 
naica , etc., dependent on sal/if/, but on account of the parenthesis ap¬ 
pended it to aI'/civ in oraiio recta.” The apostle gives the reductio ad 
absurdum —an argument which yields a conclusion so horrible and 
revolting, shows its fallacy. It needs no other reply than the ex¬ 
clamation, Whose damnation is just —that is, those who hold such a 
diabolical sentiment deserve the punishment they will get. Paul is 
the more pungent, perhaps, because the slander originated in an an- 
tinomian perversion of the doctrine of justification by faith, charged 
upon him and his fellow-ministers, which he earnestly deprecates 
and denounces in vcr. 31; Rom. vi. 
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9 What then ? are we better than they f No, in no wise: 
for we have before f proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
'they are all under sin ; 

10 As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, not one: 




1. etc.—tver. 23; Gal. 3. 22.—wPs. 14.1, 2, 3; 


9. What then ?—What is the inference? Because we Jews have 
greater privileges Ilian the Gentiles, does this argue that we surpass 
them in piety ? Not at all. In the first and second chapters Paul 
made good the charge of sin against Gentiles and Jews alike—the 
latter being as delinquent in regard to the written law as the former 
in regard to the unwritten. Winer: “Have we any advantage?” 
Alford: “Have we (Jews) the (any) preference?” Lange: “Are 
we ahead, or better?" Like many of the Greek Fathers, they con¬ 
strue w/jr)r,Y«/ifc?!« as a middle. Undo' sin; —As a tyrant. Rom. vi. 
12-23. All men are on the same level, as it respects justification 
before God. 

10. As it is written ,—This formula occurs nineteen times in Ro¬ 
mans. The quotation is Irom l’s. xiv. 1—3; but it does not agree 
literally with either the Hell, or LXX., though it agrees in sense 
witli both. The universal terms, so emphatically employed, present 
a difficulty. There never was a time when there was no righteous 
man upon the earth. David, in this very Psalm, speaks of the right¬ 
eous hi contrast with the wicked here described. Burkitt explains it 
thus: “There is none originally, efficiently, or independently, com¬ 
pletely, perfectly, righteous.” Bengel: “ Paul quotes with propriety 
David and Isaiah, though their complaints apply to their own times, 
and even that with the exception of the godly, Ps. xiv. 4, etc. For 
that complaint describes men as God looking down from heaven 
finds them, not as his grace makes them.” Neither David nor Paul 
meant to affirm that all here said was predicable of every man—even 
of every unregencrate man. There are similar descriptions in Gen. 
vi., of the world before the Flood—in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the 
other prophets—including the Elohistic recension (Ps. liii.) of this 
Jehovistic Psalm. Yet they speak of the godly in their times. 
What Paul meant is simply to apply the delineation of David as to 
the corruption of his age to the general depravity of the race. Those 
who reject the remedy show what they would be who avail them¬ 
selves of it, had they also rejected it. By yielding to the depravity 
of their fallen nature, and rejecting the proffers of grace, men will 
inevitably go into sin—some of one kind, some of another, according 
to their peculiar bent, temperament, and circumstances: 

Each wandering in a different way, 


This passage is frequently cited in proof of inherited, inherent, uni¬ 
versal, anti total, depravity—for which Paul seems to quote it. It 
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11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
scckcth after God. 

12 Tliey are. all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable: there is none that doeth good, no, not 

13 " Their throat k an open sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; “the poison of asps it under their 


may not prove it (liroetly, blit in connection with other proofs it 
shows that in every age society, from the least to the greatest, has 
been thoroughly imbued with sin, tints showing that men belong to 
u fallen, degenerate race. 



11. Tlirrr is none that nnderstandeth, —God and goodness. 1 Cor. 
ii. I t; el'. Ps. ii. 10. That seekeUt after God.-(tori is hidden to ns in 
our fallen state, and so has to he sought hv praver and the study of 
his works and word. Acts xvii. 27; Ps. ev. 3; Isa. lv. (i. 

12. They are all gone out of the way, —Lit., till turned aside. In the 
Ileh. it is simply, “Every one has departed.” We tire left to sup¬ 
ply the ellipsis, from God—as Dent. xi. 10; Jcr. v. 23; Dan. ix. 11. 
Ail men arc apostates, till restored to the good and the right way. 
They are together —Together they became unprofitable: a meiosis for 
wicked. Malt. xxv. 30. It is the rendering of the Heb. alach, to be 
corrupt. There is none —There is none who doeth goodness—the op¬ 
posite of unprofitable, from xpearir, profitable; so goodness. No, 

13. Their throat —A sepulcher opened is their throat. A revolt¬ 
ing metaphor: a tomb just opened sends fortli an intolerable stench; 
so pestilential words come from the mouth of the wicked. These 
verses (13-18) are cited verbatim from the LXX. of Ps. xiv. (not in 
the parallel, Ps. lili.); in the Vulg. (not in Jerome); and in the 
Liturgical version (not in A. V.). They are not in the Ilcb. of Ps. 
xiv., but are introduced from some passages in other Psalms and 
Isaiah. Tiiis clause and the next are verbatim from Ps. v. 9, LXX. 
With their tongues they have used deceit; —They were using deceit: 
ifmhoicav is the Alexandrian form of the imperfect iitnhouv. They 
were using deceit when God looked down on them; and he can wit¬ 
ness it any time. The poison —Venom of asps is under their lips. 
Verbatim from Ps. cxli. 3, LXX. The asp secretes “under his lips” 
a deadly venom, which well represents slander, whose tongue, says 
Shakespeare, “outvenoms all the worms of Kile.” 
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14 '’Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. 

15 'Their feet are swift to shed blood. 

1(1 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known. 

18 ’’There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 Now we know that what things soever ’the law saith, 
it saith to them who arc under the law: that'every mouth 



14. Whose mouth —Their mouth of cursing and bitterness is full. 
Nearly front IV x. 7, I.XX. The third word, “fraud,” is not quoted. 
They arc always ready to pour out maledictions and hitler denunci¬ 
ations. Hut instead of “bitterness,” the Ileb. Inis “deceits”—ta/r- 
mnth — which dillers from mrromth, “bitterness,” only in a single 
consonant—r for m. The latter word is used for poison ami bile, or 
gall—“ the poison of asps,” Job xiv. 25; ef. Dent, xxxii. 22,22, where 
‘•clusters of bitternesses”— merorotli —arc joined with “the cruel 
venom of asps.” 

15. Their feet —Swift are their feet to shed blood. Altered from 

Isa. lix. 7, where the l.XX. has instead of ifr/f, which means 

sharp, acid, but it is used for “swift” in Amos ii. 15, I,XX.—“swift 
of foot.” They were eager for murder. The’metaphor is carried 
out m the next verse. 

1(>. Dcst notion anil' misery are in their ways.' — Verbatim from Isa. 
lix. 7. As they swiftly pursue their murderous course, they scatter 
ruin and anguish wherever they go. Of course, they destroy and 
distress themselves, but the connection shows that others arc the vic¬ 
tims of their cruelty. So the next verse. 

17. And the way —And a way of peace they did not got to know. 
In Isa. lix. 8, the Vatican has uiw oiiiaai, they know not; but the Al¬ 
exandrian, like Paul, has iyvuaav, they knew not—or, they did not 
get to know—the force of the 2 aorist. No matter who wanted 
peace, their voice was still for war. Of. Ps. exx. 0, 7. Of course, 
they have no peace of mind—though this may not be meant. Prov. 
iv. 17; Isa. lvii. 19-21; Janies iii. 14-18. 

18. There is no fear of God before their eyes. — Verbatim (except 
“their” for “his") from Ps. xxxvi. 1, LXX. IScngel: “The seat 
of reverence is in the eyes.” Tholuck: “Arising from a sense of his 
holiness.” A reverential regard for God as our Sovereign and Father 
is at the root of all religion; so the converse. Mai. i. 0; Job xxviii. 
28; Ps. cxi. 10; Prov. i. 7; ix. 10. 

19. Now we know —Now we know that whatever things the law says 
it speaks to those who arc in the law. This refers to the passages 
cited from the Psalms and Isaiah, for all theO.T. is sometimes called 
“thelaw.” Johnx.24; xii.24; xv.25; ICor. xiv.21. Itsuith —It 
speaks (hahtl, not Xeyet, as in the former clause): it declares to those 
who are in the circle of the law—as “in the doctrine of Christ,” 2 





ROMANS. 


may be stopped, and "all the world may become || guilty be¬ 
fore God. 

20 Therefore * by the deeds of the law, there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight: for 'by the law is the knowledge of 


2. 2.—| Or, subject to the judgment of Ood .—c 


John 9. The 0. T. Scriptures were addressed to all who lived in 
that dispensation. That every mouth may be stopped, —Lit., hedged in, 
shut up, silenced. And all the teorld may become guilty before God ,— 
May be under penal sentence to God. If the law—God’s written 
revelation to the Jews—shows that they are guilty, a fortiori, the 
Gentiles must be guilty—so that the whole world becomes “liable 
to the divine justice.” 

20. Therefore —Because by works of law —Siin means “ because.” 
Both nouns are anarthrous. The world is in a state of guilt, as 
proved—liable to punishment—because by works of law none can 
be declared righteous before God: for bv law—bv its application to 
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21 But 'now the righteousness of God without the law 
is manifested, “being witnessed by the law ‘and the proph- 

22 Even the righteousness of God, which is 'by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them that believe; ibr 
■'there is no difference: 


21. Hut now —Hut now, apart from law, a righteousness of God lus 
been manifested. As the ease stands—referring to what was said 
about law, ver. 20, and continuing the view there given. The riijhl- 
eoiwutm of God —The absence of the article must not lie overlooked, 
nor must it be rendered “God’s righteousness.” It is a righteous¬ 
ness which God has manifested, and still manifests, to believers— 
hence the perfect tense. Sec on i. 17, where a righteousness of God 
by faith is spoken of as revealed to faith. Without the law —Apart 
from law—independently of it, though not antagonistic to it. living 
witnessed —lleing attested by the law and the prophets. This mode 
of justification is attested by the (). T. Scriptures, which are meant 
by “the law and the prophets.” Matt. v. 17; Luke xvi. 16; John 
i. 46; Acts xiii. 16; xxviii. 23. Here the law means the Penta- 
teuelf— the prophets, the remainder of the O. T. Sometimes “the 
law ” covers the whole. (See on ver. 19.) Sometimes “ the Psalms” 
are distinguished from “the law and the prophets.” (See on Luke 
xxiv. 44.) The ceremonies of the Levitical institute attest the doc¬ 
trine hero set forth; but Paul may have had his eve on the passages 
which lie adduces in chaps, i. and iv.—Gen. xv. G; Ps. xxxii. 1, 2; 
llab. ii. 4. (Sec on Luke xxiv. 44-47; Acts x. 43.) 

22. liren —Namely, a righteousness—a mode of justification which 
God lias provided—not through works of law, but through faith of 
Jesus Christ—that method which Christ enjoins—a righteousness 
which comes unto all and upon all who believe, without any distinc¬ 
tion of Jew or Gentile—all alike needing it, and all alike entitled to 
it. If Paul intends any tiling more than a strong emphasis by the 
use of the two prepositions—“unto,” and eirl, “upon”—and the 
repetition of nav-ac, “all” (“and upon all” being omitted in A, B, 
C, Sin., and some versions and Fathers), it may mean, as W. and W. 
sav, “ Extends to all in the divine purpose, and is effectual upon al 1 
who believe—‘a flood which penetrates to all, and even streams over 
all' (Olshausen).” The repetition of “all” and the change of prep¬ 
ositions are designed to impress on the reader the universality of 
the grace of the gospel. 
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23 For 'all have .sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God; 

24 Being justified freely / hy his grace, "through the re¬ 
demption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath ||set forth *to -be a propitiation, 



23. For —For all sinned—In the original revolt, and liy actual 
transgression. The aorist expresses the fact that they arc all sin¬ 
ners, as Lange says, “They sinned in the sense that they have lie- 
come sinners.” And come —And are coining short of the glory of 
God. It is the present participle. This is the result of sin, as man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever; and this lie 
fails to do as a sinner. Those interpretations must he rejected: 
“To receive praise from God.” This may he the Johnnninc force 
of the formula; cf. John xii. 43; John v'. 41, 44. This does not 
appear to be a Pauline sense; nor does “praise in God’s sight;” 
nor “the image of God,” or holiness which we have lost through 
sin: this is against usage and the connection of the phrase. “Glory 
with God,” as in Horn. v. 2, would make a good sense, if the tense 
would allow it; but Paul is speaking of “the existing condition of 
men.” Chrvsostom misses it: “Bereft of the glory, lie who has 
offended belongs not to such as are glorified, but to such as are put 
to shame.” It is a wonder that the learned men who favor these 
various views did not think of one more simple and agreeable to the 
scope of the passage: All men sinned—the aorist states the fact—all 
are coming short in regard to the glory of God; they fail to answer 
the end of tlieiT creation, which is to glorify God by a life of piety. 
Isa. xliii. 21; Matt. v. 16; 1 Cor. x. 31. W. and W. adopt substan¬ 
tially this view, which agrees with the next clause. 

24. Being justified —Being declared righteous, freely by his grace. 
Winer: “The apostle conceived the connection thus, ‘and come short 
of the glory of God, since all are justified by grace (free gift)—the 
last proves the first.’ ” And the firet proves the necessity of the last. 
Paul does not mean that all are actually justified, but all, if justified, 
must be justified by this method. Freely —As a gift, from Supea, a 
gift. By his grace, —By his favor, as the originating cause. The 
twofold expression gives great emphasis—surely pardon is gratui¬ 
tous! Horn. xi. 6. Through —Expressing the means. The redemption 
—’Airo/trrpuoif is derived from hirrpov, “ loosing-money,” a ransom, 
the price paid for the release of a captive (see on Matt. xx. 28), and 
ano, from, and means redemption—e. </., from the guilt and conse¬ 
quences of sin by Christ, who gave his life as the lutron, or ransom. 
Kph. i. 7; Col. i. 14; Heb. ix. 15. That is in Christ Jesus: —Dative 
of instrument: by him as the Redeemer. 

25. U7iom God —Whom find set forth a propitiatory ollcring. It 
is in the aorist. It does not mean “ preordained,” as in the margin 
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through faith 'in his blood, to declare his righteousness “for 
the || remission of ‘sins that are past, through the forbear- 


I. 1. 20.— k Acts 13. 38, 39; 1 Tim. 1.13.—|Or, jmmin'j over l Acis 17. 30; 


and Chrysostom; nor “ proposed,” as Rheims; but exliibited, showed 
to the world. 'l/Mn-t/purv means propitiatory. It is used in the 
I.XX. for the golden cover of the ark, called “ the merev-seat.” Ileh. 
ix. 5; “ throne of grace,” Ileh. iv. 16, because it w 


a year with the bh 
Over it was the Slicki, 
gracious responses to 
propitiatory covering, 

to supply di.y/o, “olleri 
—abstract for eoncrel 
I.like xviii. 13; lleb. 
Alford says: “Such ; 
clause 1 in his blood ’ i 
the sentence, because 
faith’ is the subjeeli 
the objet '* 


; of at 


is sprinkletl once 
iciini. Lev. xvi. 13-16. 
Lord,” and from it came 

Many render it here “a 
ing to Christ. It is best 
’l>.a<jg(if, “Propitiation” 
John ii. 2; iv. 10. Cf. 
omjh faith in lii* blood ,— 
is unexampled, and the 
;>t a subordinate, place in 
ctly refers to it. As‘by 


, ‘blood’ does 
blond —the well-knov 
were rendered as a 
propitiatory sacrilio 
the same as faith ii 

death”—and both e:.,... . 

is the object of faith. Hence 


refers to propitiation by 

1 mean the blood of the 
n his blood” may mean 
is “the visible symbol of 
ropitiation for sin, which 
is the object of faith. Hence we arc said to be “justified by his 
blood,” Horn. v. 9, and to “have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins.” Kph. i. 7; Col. i. 14, 20; lleb. passim; Luke 
xxii. 20; 1 Pot. i. 2, 19; 1 John i. 7; Rev. i. 5; v. 9. Olshausen: 
“ We arc not to consider t/nnriipiov as dependent upon triorif, but must 
supply as follows, ‘which must be received through faith in his 
blood.’ ” To declare —For a declaration of his justice, because of the 
pretermission of former sins. The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, 
apprehended by faith, demonstrates the rectoral justice of God, 
which might otherwise be impeached, as lie hacl borne with sinners 
from Adam, the lirst transgressor and progenitor of the sinning race, 
through all succeeding ages. The reason of the divine forbearance 
is seen in the propitiation of Christ, whose virtue has a reflex bear¬ 
ing on all time past since sin entered into the world. The patience 
extended to sinners, and the pardon of penitents, before the death 
of Christ, are both attributed to that as the great meritorious cause. 
Rem is* i on—'Altaic means remission, the sending away of sins, for¬ 
giveness, pardon. Matt. xxVi. 28; Acts ii. 38; v. 31; x. 43; xiii. 
38; xxvi. 18; Kph. i. 7, et al. But the word here is -n/jraif, which 
means pretermission, passing by, overlooking, not punishing. The 
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26 To declare, I my, at this time his righteousness: that 
lie might be just, and the justificr of him which believeth in 
Jesus. 

27 "Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what 
law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude, "that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law. 


word occurs nowhere else in the N. T. or LXX., but the verb is used 
ill Eocliis. xxiii. 2—“puss not by my sins.” Cf. Acts xvii. 30: “The 
times of this ignorance God winked at”—overlooked. This docs 
not imply that incorrigible sinners, whether Jews or Gentiles, were 
not punished before the coming of Christ—the apostle has just stated 
that they were—but it was with great forbearance, and Christ’s pro- 

26. To declare, —With a view to a declaration of his justice in the 
present time, contrasted with the former limes, just mentioned. God 
set forth the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ for this as well as for the 
other purpose. Through this expedient God declares his rectoral 
justice, while he declares just hint who belifeves in Jesus—who has 
faith in his atoning blood. The words AtKatnoivti, Akatov, and Atnatu/ia, 
come from Aimmc, right, just; and are properly rendered justice, just, 
and justifying; wo have no participle corresponding with righteous¬ 
ness, as justifying corresponds with justice. The mercy extended to 
penitent sinners, who believe in Christ, docs not impinge upon the 
justice which demands satisfaction, as that'satisfaction is found in 
liis propitiatory sacrifice appropriated by faith. 

27. Where —Where, then, is the boasting?—vis., of the Jew, ver. 
1, 9; iv. 1, 2. Chrysostom thinks it effrontery for a criminal, who 
is unable to defend himself in court, and who has been forgiven by 
royal favor, to boast! A law of works, if duly kept, might allow of 
boasting; but a law of faith excludes boasting, as it recognizes the 
merit of Christ as the sole ground of justification. How can a bank¬ 
rupt, taking the benefit of the act for insolvent debtors, boast of his 
riches? Still, it is "a law of faith,” and without conforming to it 
there is no justification, though there is obviously no merit in so 
doing. Meyer: “Because the gospel prescribes faith as the condi¬ 
tion of salvation.” Chrysostom: “He calls the faith also a law, 
delighting to keep to the names, and so allay the seeming novelty. 
But what is the law of faith? It is being saved by grace.” This 
seems to be what Tholuck, Alford, and others, mean by norma, or a 
rule of faith. “He that believeth, shall be saved; but he that bc- 
lieveth not, shall be damned.” 

29. Therefore —Therefore we reckon that a man is justified by 
faith without works of law. Now, says Calvin, he sums up the main 
proposition as indubitable, adducing it for farther explication. The 
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20 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing "it is one God which shall justify the circum¬ 
cision hy faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law. 


common reading, ovv (therefore), not }<ip (for), is probably correct. 
So Kvriac, Chrysostom, and most MSS. 

20. Is he —The particle y should not be omitted; it has the force 
of “or,” “else,” as in Matt. vii. 9. Or is he the God of Jews alone? 
and not also of Gentiles? Yes, of Gentiles also. W. and \V.: “In 
the two inquiries the first is a question of appeal, ant the second 
articulates an affirmative answer, nomiet One is the God.” This ' 
is implied 'in Jewish monotheism, and the O. T. constantly affirms 
that the God of the Jews is the one only God—the God of all the 

30. Seeing it is— Seeing one is the God who will justify circumcision 
by faith, and uncircumcision through the faith. “ Who will justify ” 
has perhaps the force of the present, “who justifies.” Winer: “The 
future, in expressing great truths, sometimes very nearly assumes 
the import of the present, as Gal. ii. 1(1; ltom. iii. 20. This, how¬ 
ever, is a'rule which, since the introduction of Christianity, continues 
to be a force in the world. The same construction, substantially, 
occurs also in Rom. iii. 30. where ilinaioim is an act of God constantly 
thus realized.” The article is not in the Greek before “circum¬ 
cision” and “uncircumcision,” nor in Wyclifle, Rhcinis, Tyndalc, 
Geneva—as the abstract terms stand for “Jews” and “Gentiles” 
respectively. By faith, —The customary formula—is ma-euc: this is 
said of the Jews; they always have priority. Through faith. —The 
article is in the Greek, so that did rye w/errof—of which so much has 
been said to so little purpose, to note the different import from h 
rrlareue —means simply “through the same faith”—the article refer¬ 
ring to the faith just mentioned— q. d., by moans of the same faith— 
Alford’s objection to the contrary notwithstanding. The argument 
shows that there is no difference in the force.of the prepositions. 
Winer: “Paul had assuredly no intention of making any distinction 
between the respective significations of fit irierfOf and didri/f ir/ereuf, 
as, in a doctrinal point of view, pistis may with equal propriety be 
considered either the source or the means of blessedness (Gal. iii. 8; 
Eph. ii. 8).” Paul probably varied the expression, as he intended 
to repeat the latter in the next verse, as more suitable to his question. 

31. Bo we then —Law, then, do we make void through the faith? 
Far be it! On the contrary, we establish law. The objection might 
be made by any one. Jew or Gentile, as indeed it has been made, 
and still is made, by both. In fact, the Antinomian perversion of 
“the faith,” as the means of justification—construing it to imply the 
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imputation of Christ's righteousness—does indeed make void all 
legislative enactments. Alford says “law” means “the law," but 
adds, “the law of God given by Moses, when speaking of the Jews* 
as here: the law of God, in as far as written in their consciences, 
when speaking of the Gentiles; and when including both, the law 
of God generally, his written, as well as his unwritten, will.” Very 
good; and for this reason the article is omitted, as both Jews and 
(ientiles are here included. Law is not made void by the faith which 
justifies the sinner. On the contrary, it is established, or confirmed. 
Chrysostom, who refers law to the Mosaic law, says of faith: "The 
intention of the law it did establish, and what all its enactments aim 
after, this has it brought to a consummation. Consequently, it has 
not disannulled, but perfected it.” The faith which justifies recog¬ 
nizes the binding force of law — relics upon the propitiation of 
Christ (vcr. 24, 25, 26), which satisfies its demands, for remission of 
its penalty, and always works by love, and purifies the heart—so 
that obedience to law characterizes every true believer. Cf. Rom. vi.; 
viii. 1-4; Kph. ii. 8, 9, 10; James ii. 14-20. Thus, instead of there 
being any contrariety between “law”—any divine requirement— 
and “the faith ’’—reliance on Christ for salvation—there is a perfect 
harmony, and one is of no account without the other. 


CHAPTER IV. 

1 Abraham's faith was imputed to him. for righteousness, 10 before he was 
circumcised. 13 By faith only he and hie need received the promise. 
16 Abraham is the father of all that believe. 24 Our faith also shall 
be imputed to us for righteousness. 

W HAT shall we then say that “Abraham, our father as 
pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 

a Isa. 5t. 2; Matt. 3. 9; John 8. 33, 30; 2 Cor. 11. 22. 


IV,—1 . What shall we then say —What, then, shall we affirm Abra¬ 
ham, our father, to have found, as to flesh? “Then” refers to the 
preceding argument and conclusion— q. d., “Such being the case— 
Jew and Gentile, circumcision and uncircumcision, being on the 
same level—what advantage accrued to Abraham by observing legal 
ordinances? None, as to justification.” His circumcision was noth¬ 
ing in this respect. This was an occasion of boasting with the Jews; 
but it was not so considered by God, who justified Abraham in view 
of his faith, before he was circumcised (ver. 11). His faith—not 
works, such as circumcision and the observances of the law, to which 
the circumcised were hound (Gal. v. 3)—was reckoned for righteous¬ 
ness. Abraham, our father —He is frequently so styled in N. T.— 
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Matt. iii. 9; Luke xvi. 24, 27, 30; John viii. 33, 56. Some MSS. 
have irgoiraropa, forefather, pafriarcham (Syr.); but “father” is the 
usual title, and it is likely Paul so wrote. Chrysostom has both. 
As pertaining lo the jlesh, —Many join this to “our father;” but it 
was needless to say that of Abraham, and it involves “a harsh hyper¬ 
baton,” as Tholuek says—to avoid which some copyists place “ hath 
found” before “Abraham our father.” But the received text is 
probably genuine. Chrysostom says, “He calls him father as per¬ 
taining to the flesh to throw them out of the genuine relationship to 
him, and to pave the way of the Gentiles to kinsmanship with him.” 
But the scope requires the words “as to flesh” to be construed with 
“ hath found,” or acquired. What did Abraham gain by his circum¬ 
cision? This is an echo of the question, iii. 1. “Flesh” is a tech¬ 
nical expression, frequently used by Paul, especially when treating 
on this subject. W. and W.: “Sripf (flesh) doubtless refers to cir¬ 
cumcision (Gal. vi. 12; Phil. iii. 3), and embraces the whole system 
which the Judaizers opposed to the truth of the gospel, vii. 4; ‘the 
law of a carnal commandment,’ llcb. vii. 16; ix. 10; Gal. iii. 3.” 
Alford says it cannot refer to circumcision, bceause“of works” (vcr. 
2), which is parallel, is plural, and circumcision is not a work; but 
lie adds, “Doubtless in so far as circumcision was a mere work of 
obedience, it might be in a loose wav considered as falling under 
that category; but it came after justification, and so is chronologic¬ 
ally here excluded.” That is the point which Paul makes. The 
Jews considered circumcision the greatest of all works. We must 
place ourselves in the position of tiic apostle to understand his lan¬ 
guage. Whitby explains the words “as to flesh” “by virtue of his 
obedience to God’s command in circumcising the flesh of his fore¬ 
skin. So Israel according to the flesh (1 Cor. x. 18) is Israel accord¬ 
ing to the circumcision of the flesh; to know Christ according to the 
flesh (2 Cor. v. 16) is to know him according to his circumcision, as 
being of the stock of Abraham; to glory according to the flesh (2 
Cor. xi. 18) is to glory in being circumcised. In this the Jews had 
the greatest confidence of being acceptable to God, and therefore 
arc represented by St. Paul as having confidence in the flesh, Phil, 
iii. 3, 4, declaring that no circumcised Jews go to hell, God having 
promised to deliver them for the merit of circumcision. Moreover, 
that vain opinion had obtained among the Jews, that Abraham was 
not pure, or accepted with God, till after his circumcision. This 
opinion the apostle here confutes, and then (veT. 11) shows what his 
circumcision signified.” That the Jews considered circumcision a 
meritorious work appears from the texts cited (though several cited 
by Whitby may have a different meaning) and John vii. 22, 23; Gal. 
v. 6, 11; vi. 15; Eph. ii. 11—“the circumcision in the flesh”—Phil, 
iii. 3, 5. Paul uses irrpiny///, “circumcision,” thirty-one times in his 
Epistles, and often as a technicality, like “flesh.” He uses anpofim- 
~ia t “ uncircumcision,” nineteen times, as the converse. Hath foundf 
—To have found. The omission of this word in the Vatican was a 
mere slip. It means to have acquired, as we gain any thing by 
working for it. 
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2 For if Abraham were ‘justified by works, be hath 
whereof to glory, but not before God. 

3 For what saith the scripture? ‘Abraham believed God, 
aud it was counted unto him for righteousness. 


2. For —Assigning the reason for introducing the case of Abraham: 
For if Abraham by works was justified, lie has ground of boasling— 
which Paul says is excluded, iii. 27. Works here are circumcision 
and other legal observances, which were developed into the Levit- 
ical economy. This explains the phrase “as to flesh,” ver. 1. lie 
hath —He has ground of boasting, but not with God—not so as to 
meet with God’s approbation; for God testifies that he was justified 
by faith; and that excludes boasting—iii. 27. 

3. For what saith the scripture ?—The passage alluded to: the ques¬ 
tion is verbatim from Gen. xv. 6, LXX., except that the LXX, has 
uai, and the apostle hi, which, following iwiarevae (believed), gives it 
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4 Now ‘‘to him that workcth, is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, hut of debt. 

o But to him that workcth not, but believctli on him that 
justificth ‘the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 


matter, to any one else. There is no merit in faith, though there is 
great demerit in unbelief. If Abraham had discredited the word of 
Jehovah, he would not have been justified; but he believed the 
promise of God, which comprehended salvation by Christ, though 
lie had no explicit revelation concerning it; and this, as W. and \V. 
say, “ was put to his account, was considered as admitting him to tho 
state and privileges of AWof”—the righteous. This is fully ex¬ 
panded in this ciiaptcr—at the close of which our explicit faith in 
Christ is said to have the same eflect as Abraham’s implicit faith. 
It is not said that faith is reckoned for righteousness as a substitute 
for it—the word is rif, not urn', for which it is not used—though faith 
is accepted for justification instead of works, as it has reference to 
the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, which is the sole ground of par¬ 
don and acceptance with God. Rom. iii. 24-26. Paul proceeds to 
illustrate this position, showing that the righteousness for which 
faith is reckoned—in other words, that which faith appropriates— 
is the non-imputation of sin. justification, pardon—not sanctifica¬ 
tion, which is not treated of till chap. vi. Faith workcth by love, 
and purifieth the heart; but that comes after justification—it is a 
work done in us by tbe Iloly Spirit, whereas justification is a work 
done for us on the sole ground of the merits of Christ appropriated 
by faith. Counted — Aoyi^i/mi is an arithmetical term, though va¬ 
riously used; it occurs forty-one times in N. T., being used thirty- 
live times by Paul. Our translators have unfortunately used eleven 
different words to render it—as many as three in this chapter, where 
it has but one and the same meaning—“count,” “reckon,” “im- 

4. Now —But to him who works—the laborer who works for hire. 
The participle is used because of the negative in the next verse. Is 
the reward not reckoned —Tholuck puts a stop here, as he thinks “ reck¬ 
oned” cannot apply to the payment of a debt. He says "it is ex¬ 
pressed with great precision by Michaclis: ‘To him who docs works 
the reward is not said to be reckoned , an expression which makes it 
appear as if it were given from grace, but he obtains it because it is 
his due.’” This savors of hypercriticism; and the language will 
hardly bear this construction. Alford is correct: “The stress is on 
Kara yapiv (of grace), not on Hoyffmn (reckoned), which, in this first 
member of the sentence, is used hardly in the strict sense of imput¬ 
ing, or reckoning, but of allotting, or apportioning—its use being 
occasioned by the stricter hoyit^erm below.” 

5. But to him —Whereas to him who works not—as a hireling for 
wages. But believelh on him —-’Er/, upon, with the accusative, denotes 
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6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the 
man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 

7 Saying, / Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute 

9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only. 


/Ps- 32. 1, 2. 


the direction toward which the mind is turned, and so, say VV. and 
W., is suitable to a young convert. That justifieth —While justifying, 
as in iii. 20. The ungodly, —The word is singular; but there seems 
to be no reference to Abraham, as the idolater, Josh. xxiv. 2. It 
means the impious one—one who is wicked—as i. 18. 

G. Describeth —Affirms. Imputeth —Reckons. That this is no im¬ 
putation of Christ’s righteousness is clear from what follows, which 
explains it as the pardon of sin: the non-reckoning of sin is the 
same as the reckoning of righteousness. So Calvin himself, and the 
old Protestant doctors. How strange that Schaff should fail to see 
this! The quotation is verbatim from Ps. xxxii. 1, 2, LXX. The 
HebrewJias the plural in both verses: O the blessings of him whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! O the blessings of 
a man to whom Jehovah will not reckon iniquity! It is thought 
David wrote this Psalm after he had repented of his sin in the case 
of Uriah and Bathsheba; so that he describes his own experience. 
He penitently sought pardon, and obtained it, trusting alone in the 
mercy of God, never dreaming of his own works as the ground of 

7. Iniquities —Acts of lawlessness. 1 John iii. 4. Are forgiven ,— 
Lit., “ were remittedthey were sent away when the act of justifi¬ 
cation was passed, as the scape-goat bearing the sins of the people 
was sent away. Sins —Departures from duty: the same word is used 
in the next verse in the singular, as referring to the singular subject. 
Are covered. —Lit., “were covered”—by the act of justification. The 
Heb. kasah, to cover, applied to sin, means to conceal, put it out of 
sight, pardon—not exactly "atoned for” (Lange). 

8. Will not impute —May in no case reckon—a strong expression: 
the two negatives (oi /://) with the subjunctive aorist—not referring 
to future pardon, as in the day of judgment. The penitent is sure 
of pardon whenever he believes; the failure is what in no wise may 
take place. 

9. Cometh —Tvndale, Cranmer, Geneva, Tomson, have “came.” 
Theophylact suggests to supply the ellipsis by a similar word, piptei 
—Does it fall on? The Vulgate has manet; Rheims, “abide in;” 
WyclifiTe, “dwcllelh.” But it is best to supply “affirmed,” as ver. 
6: This blessedness, then, is it affirmed of the circumcision, or also 
of the uncircumeision? Upon—'Wei here means “of,” or “in respect 
to,” as in Mark ix. 12, 13. Only, —Winer says this is not required. 
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or upon the uncircumcision also? For we say that faith 
was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circum¬ 
cision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in 
uncircumcision. 

11 And 9 he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncir- 
cumciscd: that *he might be the father of all them that 
believe, though they be not circumcised, that righteousness 
might be imputed unto them also; 


Hut Tholuck says it is required by the mol, also, that follows. It is 
not supplied in the Vulgate, or in Tyndale, Crannicr, or Rlieims; but 
it is in Wycliffe, Tomson, and Geneva, Ilengel, Wesley, Macknight, 
and others. It seems needed, and is added in some MSS. Circum- 
cision-uncircumcision —Abstract for concrete, as in iii. 30. For we 
say —That is, this question is answered by what we have said of 
Abraham (vcr. 3), who was jnstilied by faith, as well as David, who 
was circumcised. Faith —The faith—namely, “the faith of him”— 

10. How —Under what circumstances, then, was it reckoned? Not 
ill circumcision ,—For Abraham was justified by faith several years 
before lie was circumcised. Cf. Gen. xv. G; xvii. 23-27. 

11. And he received —And a sign he received—of circumcision. 
The genitive of apposition, as in Matt. xxiv. 30, where the “sign” is 
“the Son of man” himself; so lipli. iv. 9, where “the lower parts of 
the earth” mean this lower world. Zi//ieiw here means a symbol, a 
visible token of the covenant into which God entered with Abraham 
and his seed—in Ileb. oth, Gen. xvii. 11; cf. Gen. ix. 12, 13, where 
the rainbow is the sign of the covenant with Noah. Though Abra¬ 
ham was not circumcised immediately after the act of faith men¬ 
tioned Gen. xv., yet that act was specially recognized in the covenant 
of which circumcision was the sign. A seal —The impression of a 
seal—a sign of confirmation. 1 Cor. ix. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 19. The Jews 
call circumcision “the sign of the covenant,” “the holy sign,” “the 
seal of Abraham:” in the Targnm, on Canticles, they speak of “the 
seal of circumcision.” So the Fathers speak of baptism. Father — 
Author, source, beginner—as the Heb. ab. Gen. iv. 20, 21; 1 Macc. 
ii. 54. The rabbins say, “Abraham is the father of all those who 
follow his faith.” In the next verse Paul speaks as a Jew, “ our 
father Abraham.” Cf. John viii. 37, 39. (Sec on ver. 1.) That 
righteousness —That the righteousness might be reckoned also to 
them. He was justified by faith before he was circumcised, to show 
that believing Gentiles, who are thus his seed, may be justified in 
like manner—“which it could not be,” says Whitby, “were circum¬ 
cision the condition of justification.” 

G 
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I 2 And the father of circumcision to them who are not 
of the circumcision ouly, hut who also walk in the steps of 
that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised. 

13 For the promise that he should be the ' heir of the 
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, 
but through the righteousness of faith. 



12. And the father —And that he might lie a father of circumcision. 
The reception of the Gentiles into the family of Abraham docs not 
involve the rejection of his natural descendants, if they imitate his 
faith. To them —To those who are not Only of circumcision, but who 
also walk in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham, in uncir¬ 
cumcision. The word “walk” expresses an orderly movement, like 
one who closely marks the footsteps of another to (read in them. \V. 
and IV. say, "The article [before oroixoim, “walk”] gives greater 
effect to their position and designation as actors.” Abraham’s faith 
is represented as foot-prints; and indeed lie walked by faith from 
the time when he left Ilaran till he offered Isaac—nay, till his death, 
lienee he is appropriately called the lather of believers, both Jews 
and Gentiles. Cf. Gal. iii., where the reference to baptism in con¬ 
nection with this subject is suggestive. Terrott: “By asserting that 
circumcision was a seal of spiritual blessings, the apostle invalidates 
the principal arguments which have been brought against infant 
baptism.” Baptism, like circumcision, is a sign and seal of the cov¬ 
enant; but it no more justifies than did circumcision; like that, ton, 
it symbolizes spiritual regeneration, but docs not constitute it, or 
effect it, though, like it, it is a means of grace. (See on ii. 28, 20.) 

13. For —In corroboration of the foregoing statement, that believ¬ 
ing Gentiles, as well as Jews, are counted as Abraham’s seed. The 
order of the Greek should be preserved: For not through law was 
the promise to Abraham apd his seed, that he should be the inher¬ 
itor of a world, but through righteousness of faith. There is no 
promise, in so many words, that Abraham “should be the heir of 
the world; ” nor does there seem to be any reference to the promise 
of the land of Canaan to Abraham and his seed. Gen. xiii. 14-17; 
XV. 18-21. Kdepiof is not the same as ITeb. erets, rendered yy in the 
LXX. of Genesis— i. e., the land of Canaan. Nor docs it mean the 
spiritual or heavenly Canaan. But the promise is that the spiritual 
seed of Abraham shall inherit all nations—not merely those of Ca¬ 
naan—not that “country” (irar/i/f, Ileli. xi. 14, 15), but a world ; 
hence it is anarthrous. Cf. Gen. xxii. 18; Matt. viii. 11; Gal. iii. 
6-9. K/.r/jitn'uunc means inheritor, or possessor; so the Heb. yarash, 
to possess, Gen. xv. 7. The rabbins say, “The proselyte presents 
his firstlings, and confesses his faith in one God, as it stands written 
of Abraham, ’I have made thee a father of many nations: lo, he is 
the father of all the earth.”’ “Our father Abraham possesses the 
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14 For *if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void, and the promise made of none effect. 

15 Because 'the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, 
there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be “ by grace; " to 
the end the promise might he sure to all the seed: not to 
that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of 
the faith of Abraham, "who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, * I have made thee a father of many 



circumcision)—but through righteousness of faith—“ the promisor,” 
say IV. and W., “treating and rewarding as righteous him who be¬ 
lieves the promise.” 

14, lb. For if then which m e of the line —They who arc of law are 
those who depend on legal works for justification. This is a reduetio 
ad (tbxnrdum . The meaning is: If the inheritance accrues by a 
legal title, then the faith of which he has spoken is useless, and the 
promise is niillilied; because, its has licen already proved, the con- 
ditioivhas not been fulfilled: law has been broken, and the reward 
forfeited. For law causes—is the occasion, of wrath—there must be 
an expression of divine justice when law is violated; if the precept 
is broken, the penalty must be enforced, and that entails forfeiture 
of the promise. Lange inserts the article before “law,” but says it 
does not refer exclusively to the Mosaic law, but with the idea of 
the legal stand-point—“the natural moral law too worketh wrath.” 
For where no law is,—Some of the best MSS., followed by Alford and 
others, have Si, “but,” instead of yap, “for.” The sense then may 
be: lint where there is no law. on the observance of which the prom¬ 
ise depends, there is of course no transgression working the forfeit¬ 
ure of the promise. This keeps us out of the labyrinth in which 
many Fathers, schoolmen, and commentators, have been lost. 

10. Therefore it is of faith, —It depends on faith, not on works of 
law, in order that, being of grace, it may be slue to all the believing 
posterity of Abraham. Not to that only whirh is of the law, —The ar¬ 
ticle is used before “law,” not perhaps to designate the law of Moses, 
but in reference to law as spoken of in the preceding verses: there 
is no article before “faith” in the next clause, as it is defined by 
“Abraham.” “The contrast,” as Olshauscn says, “is not, therefore, 
between Jews and Gentiles, but only between men seeking to estab¬ 
lish a righteousness by the law”—by legal obedience of any kind— 
“and believers, whether among Jews or Gentiles.” No one would 
be sure of the promise if it depended on his own works; every be¬ 
liever is sure of it through grace. 

17. Ax it is written ,—The limitation is verbatim from Gen. xvii. '). 
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nations) || before him whom he believed, even God, * who 
quickcneth the dead, and calleth those 'things which be 
not, as though they were. 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might be¬ 
come the father of many nations; according to that which 
was spoken, 'So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, ‘he considered not his 



[ have made —to set, like Heb. nnthan, to give, means here, to 
rnnstitiitc. Before him —This is joined to ver. 1G; what comes be¬ 
tween is parenthetical. In the sight of God — in his judgment. 
Tholuck: “ With respect to the construction, it will be found neces¬ 
sary to suppose an attraction and rhetorical transposition, which 
must be resolved into ‘before God in whom lie believed.’” He 
refers to Winer, who admits the construction, but says the passage 
may be explained more simply, as also Alford—repeating KaTtvavn 
—“before God in whose sight he believed.” Tholuck: “It is at once 
most agreeable to the language and meaning to take katenanti here 
in the sense, ‘according to the judgment or design of God,’ as in the 
Ileb., ‘in my eyes.’ So Origen, Cocceius, Bausobre, De Wette. The 
purpose of appending the clause, unquestionably, was to intimate 
that God already foresaw the many that were one day to follow 
Abraham upon the path of believing submission, and thereby be 
numbered among his people.” Who quickencth the dead, —A phrase 
descriptive of God’s omnipotence, as 1 Tim. vi. 13, applied to the 
case in hand—the dcadness of Abraham and Sarah, as to procrea¬ 
tion—ver. 19. And calleth those things —God speaks of things not ex¬ 
isting as though they were, as they exist in Ins prescience—another 
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own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years 
old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through un¬ 
belief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded, that what he had prom¬ 
ised, "lie was able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

23 Now * it was not written for his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him; 

IN. ll~a;'l.uU.~L ."-l.v. in-;.. 11. I .. -xeli. lf>. -I; 1 Cor. In. 11 . II. 
laughed with wonder and joy, as the expression of his faith; there¬ 
fore also, for this reason, as well as for the promptness of his faith, 
as lirsl exercised ((ien. xii.; xv.), it was reckoned to him for right¬ 
eousness ((ion. xvii.); anil it was then that he received the sign of 
circumcision, “a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he hail 
being vet uncireumeised.” God was glorified by Abraham’s lailh, 
as it illustrated his power and faithfulness. 



Abraham’s faith seems to have heen constantly increasing from the 
time when it induced him to leave ITarun to the time when it cul¬ 
minated in (he oflering of Isaac, and it is eulogized accordingly in 
lleb. xi. 8-1!)—where there is an echo of the passage before us. 
There is a similar reference to the advanced age of Abraham and 
Sarah, 11s being past the period of procreation — the same word, 
“dead,” being used not elsewhere in that form. As Sarahis faith is 
there mentioned, it is likely she overcame her incredulity by noting 
Abraham’s faith. The peculiar manner in which this remarkable 
phenomenon is stated might lead to the inference that the virility 
miraculouslv restored to Abraham remained, so that he became the 
father of other children after Sarah’s death. The case was the more 
striking in that Sarah never produced but the one child—Isaac 
alone being the child of promise. Hence the difference between the 
treatment of Isaac and Abraham’s other children. Gen. xxi. 10; 
xxv. 5, 6; cf. Gal. iv. 30. The received text, “considered not,” 
means he paid no attention to these natural obstacles. But some 
good MSS. and versions omit id 1 (“not”), yielding this sense: Though 
he attentively considered these obstacles, yet his faith rose above 
them. But there is no /ifv (“though”) after “considered,” to cor¬ 
respond with ile (“but,” ver. 20), which means, “neither was he 
doubtful,” etc. 

23. .Voif ft was not written —The aorist, as in Rom. xv. 4; 1 Cor. x. 
11—not the perfect, as common—as it refers more particularly to 
the design of the Holy Spirit when the language was penned. For 
his sake alone, —On his account—for his personal honor. 
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24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we be¬ 
lieve'on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

25 ' Who was delivered for our offences, and “ was raised 
again for our justification. 



24. But for vs also, —The same preposition (An)—on our account, 
Tor our advantage—that we may imitate his faith, and share his 
blessing. If ive believe —Tvndalc, Cranmcr, Geneva, “so we be¬ 
lieve;” Rhcims, “believing;” Tornson, “which believe.” It is lit¬ 
erally, “to those believing:” it defines “us also” in the preceding 
clause. On him that raised —This periphrasis is pertinent and ex¬ 
pressive. The resurrection of Christ is set forth as a prodigy of 
divine power (Iiph. i. 19, 20). Alford: “The central fact in our 
redemption, as the procreation of the seed of promise, was in the 
performance of the promise to Abraham (see cli. i. 4; 1 Cor. xv. 14, 
HI), and resembling it, in the making alive the dead—vcr. 17.” From 
the dead, —The original is anarthrous, as usual, either because of the 
preposition (tv—Middleton on Greek Article, vi. 1), or because of 
usage, in the case of particular substantives—this being one speci¬ 
fied by Winer. Rotherham: “From among [the] dead.” (See on 
Rom ’i. 4.) 

25. Who uas delivered —IlapnAdu/a is frequently rendered “ betray,” 
as Matt. x. 4; xvii. 22; xxvi. 21, where the betrayal of Jesus by 
Judas is predicted. Here it refers to God’s giving over his Son “ to 
death”—as it is expressed in Geneva and Toiuson. Cf. Rom. viii. 
32; and Gal. ii. 20; v. 5, 25, where the same word is used of Christ’s 
giving himself for ns. I'or —Aio, on account of. Our offences, —So 
napd-ru/ta is rendered in six other places in Romans. In Matt. vi. 
14, 15; xviii. 35; 2 Cor. v. 19; Kph. ii. 1; Col. ii. 13, it is “tres¬ 
pass.” In Rom. xi. 11,12, “fall;" Gal. vi. 1; James v. 1C, “fault;” 
Kph. i. 7; ii. 5; Col. ii. 13, “sin.” It literally means “a falling 
aside;” “trespass” nearly expresses the idea, as that is transpose — 
a passing beyond the line of duty. Raised —As in ver. 24. For —On 
account of—Ad, as in the former clause. Paul is fond of such repe¬ 
titions, as in ver. 23, 24. Christ was delivered on account of our 
oflenses—that is, to die as a piaeular sacrifice for them; and he was 
raised from the dead on account of our justification—that is, that we 
might obtain justification—the pardon purchased by his death. 
This distinction is not to be pressed, as sometimes tve are said to be 
justified by the death, or blood, or sacrifice, of Christ. Rom. iii. 24, 
25, 20; v. 9, 10, 19; while our deliverance from sin is attributed to 
his resurrection, 1 Cor. xv. 17. The death of Christ, for our redemp¬ 
tion, postulates his resurrection; and his resurrection implies his 
sacrificial deatli — neither would be available without the other. 
Justification. — Not Axawm'iv?, previously used, hut iiualiMir, which 
occurs once more in X. T. (Rom. v. 18). Robinson: “The act of 
declaring righteous.” llengcl: “A verbal noun differing from Smat- 
mivq, righteousness." 








52 HOMANS. [A.D. 00. 

"2 'By whom also wc have access by faith into this grace 


c John 10. flj 14. (i; Kph 2.l»; -1 12; Hob. 10.10. 


hope of tlic glory of God, as we are introduced through Christ, by 
faith, into the divine favor. That is rendered possible now, which 
otherwise would he impossible. Thus, without indorsing Alford’s 
ambiguous note, his conclusion may be received: “The whole pas¬ 
sage is declaratory of the consequences flowing from justification by 
faith, and does not exhort, but assert.” That what is asserted as 
possible is recognized as actual in the case of the apostle and other 
believers, Is true; but that doci not weaken, but rather strengthen, 
this interpretation. It is certainly attainable by this process, if some 
have thus attained it. Dr. Schan says: “The concessive sense— we 
may have, it is our privilege tn have —would give excellent sense. But 
such a use of the Greek subjunctive, approaching the meaning of 
the future, though easily derived from the general principle that 
the subjunctive mood signifies what is objectively possible, as the in¬ 
dicative what is actual, and the optative what is desirable, or subject¬ 
ively possible, is somewhat doubtful, and not mentioned by Winer (p. 

7th cd.), who, in independent sentences, admits only the conjunc¬ 
tivas adhortativus, and the conjunctivas deliberations; comp. Kuhner 
and Jelf.” But Jelf says: “The conjunctive expressing something 
future, the realization of which is expected from the present position 
of circumstances, differs from the future only in that the latter docs 
not express the future action as merely something which we have 
reason to expect, but as ’(by anticipation) something certain. The 
affinity between these two expressions is clear—the future, in reality, 
depends on a supposition as well as the conjunctive. This use of 
the conjunctive in positive sentences occurs only in Epic writers, 
but in negative sentences it is found, though but rarely, in Attic 
Greek.” Kuhner is to the same effect. The hortatory sense seems 
inadmissible; but Alford’s objection, borrowed from Olshauscn, has 
no weight: “How can a man be exhorted to hare peace with God?" 
Very well: it implies the performance of the conditions on which it 
is bestowed, to which any one may be exhorted. A man may be 
exhorted to get a throne in heaven, though it depends on the grace 
of God. The truth is, the concessive sense, in this case, hardly dif¬ 
fers from the deliberative: If we are justified by faith, then we may 
have peace with God. Chrysostom: “Let us have peace—that is, 
let us sin no more, nor go back to our former state; for this is mak¬ 
ing war with God.” Peace with God, —Not “toward God,” but “in 
regard of God.” It is the opposite of enmity, and consists in the 
removal of God’s wrath—he is reconciled to us, and we are recon¬ 
ciled to him, as a result of justification by faith. 

2. By whom also we have access —Through whom also we have had 
the access—we have been introduced into the stale of acceptance 
with God, or divine favor; we can have audience with the King on 
his throne. Heb. iv. 16; x. 11, 19, 20, 21, 22; cf. Rom. iv. 25: we 
have “peace” by his death; “access,” by his life of mediation in 
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J wherein we stand, and 'rejoice in hope of the glorv of 
God. 

3 And not only so, but'we glory in tribulations also; 
a knowing that tribulation workcth patience; 



heaven. Lange says: “The usage, at bottom, is plainly not that of 
a worldly audience with an Eastern king, but tbe type of the en- 
Irance of tbe high-priest into the holy of holies. Sec l I’ct. iii. l.S; 
deb. x. 19. The glory of God has reference to the Shckinnh.” Hut 
both meanings coalesce. The holy of holies was the special resi¬ 
lience of the Great King, seated on his throne of grace. Through 
Christ we arc introduced, and have constant (not merely annual) 
access to his gracious presence. Jhj fitith —By the faith—the same 
as in justification, as tbe one follows the other. It expresses the 
instrumentality. It is omitted in 15, D, F, but found in all the rest, 
Syr., Vulg., and many Fathers. Into this grace —This state of favor 
—of acceptance with God. Wherein ve stand, —In which we abide. 
1 Cor. xv. 1; 2 Cor. i. 24. Rejoice —Exult—better than rejoice, 
glory, boast, or triumph, as variously rendered. Thus 0. Wesley: 


In liopc —Lit., "on hope.” The exultation is grounded on the hope 
of that dignity and bliss which God will bestow on us in heaven. 1 
I’et. v. 10; cf. John xvii. 24. The Vulg., “glory of the children of 
God,” is considered by Meyer a “good periphrase.” Admitting that 
it is “a genitive of possession,” we exult in hope of it, as we arc to 
share it. John xvii. 1,4, 5, 22, 24; Korn. viii. 17; Jude 24, 25. To 
behold his glory is to share it—as Moses did. Ex. xxxiv. 30; cf. 1 
John iii. 2; Matt. v. 8. 

3. And nut ml;/ no, —A Pauline expression—ver. 11, el at. Rut tee 
glory in tribulations also; —We may exult also in the trials of life. 
Their enemies, who subjected them to many of those afflictions, re¬ 
proached them with them: Of what avail is your religion, if it in¬ 
volves you in so many afflictions? The answer is, We exult in them, 
as well as in the prospect of our reward. The article implies that 
the tribulations were well known and present to tbe mind. They 
were a special stumbling-block to the Jews, who thought that ail 
God’s people would enjoy prosperity under the reign of the Mes¬ 
siah. The believers exulted in their tribulations—not, of course, in 
themselves considered, but on the account of tbe clients they pro¬ 
duced—these constitute the ground of exultation—not “amidst,” as 
some construe—as follows. Knowing —Because we know that the 
tribulation—put in tbe singular, perhaps, because all the items in 
this noble climax are in the singular. Worketh —Works out—pro¬ 
duces. Patience; —As all the items sjiecified are subjective and in- 
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4 ‘And pnticncc, expcrienflfe; mid experience, hope: 

5 'And hope nmketh not ashamed: ‘because the love of 


h Jamos 1. 12.—< Phil. 1. 20.—*2 Cor. 1. 22; (»h 1. 4. 0; 15|»h. 1. l:J, 14. 


tcrnal, it is not necessary to Sulistitutc “constancy,” “endurancej” 
the idea of |>crsevcrancc is comprehended in patience, which ein- 
hraces “suffering ill and doing well;” hut here the former is spe¬ 
cially meant. Ilengcl: “ In believers; for in unbelievers the result 
is rather impatience and apostasy. Patience is not learned without 
adversity: it characterizes a mind not only prompt, hut also strong 
to endure.” 

4. Aud patience, —And the patience. Experience ; —This seems as 
good a rendering as any; all the old translations have it, except 
Wycliffc (“proving”) and Rlieims, “probation” (from Vulg. prohn- 
tionem), which jierhaps means existence. Luther, Melanoiithon, 
IScza, (irotins, and others, so render. Some have “approval,” “eon- 
(irmedness,” “genuineness,” etc. It is objected to “experience” 
that “it implies simply that just estimate of our real state which 
the self-examination induced hy allliction enables us to form; that it 
has nothing to do with the doctrine of itinned experience, is manifest 
from the fact that, so far from authorising an arrogant confidence, it 
only vorketh hope; and that this hope will not lie disappointed., de¬ 
pends upon the projier use of those means of grace which the love of 
God has given 11s.” Such reasoning tends to establish the rendering 
of A.V. Whoever dreamed of such an Antinomian figment, mis¬ 
named cj -periencef Kxperiencc, as used hy Paul, is verv nearly like 
that defined hy Welister: “Practical acquaintance with any matter 
hy liersonal observation, or trial of it, or hv feeling its effects, hy liv¬ 
ing through it, or the like.” Wherein does that differ from “that 
just estimate of our real state, which the self-examination induced hy 
affliction enables us to form?” Bengel: “Itwill lie difficult to find 
any one using Sompg before Paul—&«//«/ is the quality of that man 
who is rliim/aif”—“who has been proved by various casualties and 
perils.” Is there no confidence lint “an arrogant confidence?” Is 
there any religion without experience and confidence? The patient 
endurance of affliction docs indeed give “proof” to others that we 
are followers of Christ, and so secures the “approval” of God—as 
Macknight: “Proof of God’s assistance, and of our own steadfast¬ 
ness, or approbation bestowed hy God,” as he renders it; lint Paul 
seems to use the word in a subjective sense, expressing the result 
of the tribulation on those who patiently endure it. And experience, 
—And the experience—viz., that thus gained—of the power of grace 
to support us in our trials. This is indeed a ground of exultation, 
as it cannot fail to produce a hope of the reward in heaven promised 
to all who thus “endure afflictions.” Matt. v. 10-12; Acts v. 41; 
xiv. 21; XX. 23, 24; Ileli. vi. 10,11,12; xii.1,2,3; 1 Pet. i. (i-9; iv. 
12-19; Rev. ii. 10; vii. 13-17. 

5. And hope —And tile hope—that thus produced. Maketh not 
ashamed: —Robinson: “From the Ileb. by metonomy of cause for 
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6 For when we were yet without strength, ||in 
Christ died for the ungodly. 


| Or, according to the time; Gill. iv. • 


ace. By the Holy Ghost —By means of the Holy Spiri 
ven to us. All that is done in us in the work of salvt 
ie agency of the Holy Spirit. The aorist seems to rei 
ust impartation. Olshausen, Alford, and others, refei 
mteeostal effusion of the Spirit. Schafl'says: “Thiscoi 
y to Paul, who was called afterward; hence it must he 
e time of regeneration, when the penteeostal fact is r 
e individual.” But the Holy Spirit was given to the C 
irporate body, for all time, at the penteeostal inauguratii 
as, indeed, a repetition of the baptism of the Spirit wi 
tently he was poured out on new believers, whether Je' 
ins, or Gentiles. Acts viii.; x.; xix. But the Holy 
ven (aorist) as to individuals when they first believed ( 
l), and the love of God has been ajid is shed abroad ( 
eir hearts. The gift was at a certain time; the effiisioi: 
ms—not miraculous gifts, as at pentecost, but God’s love 
fhe divine conviction of God’s love to us, and that lc 
Itich is both the earnest and beginning of heaven.” 
id Ilowson think those are mistaken “ who will novel 
aul to use the aorist in a perfect sense.” They render, 
ion given unto us”—thus confounding the nice distincl 


6. For —The MSS. and versions greatly vary. The re< 
ith A, C, D, K, Sin.; and the principal cursives, Syr., and 
atliers, have in (“yet”) at the beginning of the verse; ar 
, B, C, D, F, G, Sin., Latin versions, have in after aodev 
it strength”). Olshausen says: “Gricsbach has even adi 
ading into the text; but it was soon rejected by Kna' 
t, it appears only to have been adopted from those 1 
1 erased it at the beginning of the verse, and were det 
parallel passage in ver. 8. If we retain the double i 
•lain the repetition by the strong feeling under whi 
•to, just as in vii. 21.” Retain it, then—especially as 
e that the second was in those MSS. alone which had 
t. The Vatican alone has el ye, which Alford adopts a 
', that is.” TheVulg., followed, of course, by Wvcliffea 
"For why did.” Winer accounts for 1 
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7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet per- 
adventure for a good man some would eveu dare to die.* 

8 But m God commendeth his love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 


m .John 15.13; 1I'ct. 3.18; 1 John 3. 


origination, how long soever tried, having helped us in the least— 
yet at the proper time—the time designated in the divine counsels, 
and predicted by the inspired prophets—the proper time, there 
fore, in the history of the world, Christ died for the ungodly—the 
same who were without strength—.whose debility was occasioned by 
their impiety, “while wc were vet sinners” (ver. 8), “when we 
were enemies” (ver. 10). Mark i. 15; Kom. xvi. 25; Gal. iv. 4; 
Eph. i. 10; 1 Tim. ii. G; Tit. i. 3. Human reason cannot point out 
a more appropriate time (or place) for the sacrifice of Christ than 
that in which it occurred. For the umjodly. —The love of Christ is 
thus more fully expressed than if Paul had said simply “for us.” 
The word iarrp means for the good of, in behalf of; but then it was 
in behalf of sinners, because it was in their stead, as appears from 
ver. 7, 8; cf. John xiii. 37, 38; xviii. 14; Rom. xvi. 4; 2 Cor. v. 20, 
21; Philemon 13, where v-i:p=av-i in place of. IV. and W. beauti¬ 
fully illustrate the reasoning: “In behalf of, in favor of. The orig¬ 
inal meaning is over, or above —Lilt., super. As if a bird hovering 
over her young warded oil 1 a blow from them, and bare it herself; if 
by this act she rescued them from destruction at the sacrifice of her 
own life, we see how the thought of dying over them is merged in 
the greater of dying instead of them. Thus a shield suggests the 
thought of being over that which it protects, and of receiving the 
blow instead of that which it defends.” The substitutional sense of 
weep occurs frequently in the classics. 

7. For scarcely —Indeed, instead of dying for the ungodly, no one 
will hardly die for a righteous man; for the good man possibly some 
one might dare to die. This is not so much an exception as an ex¬ 
tension of the thought. It cannot be expected that any one would 
oiler to die in the place of one who is merely just, to whom no one 
is under obligation; indeed, for the good man—one who is recog¬ 
nized as a benefactor (hence the article)—it is only a bare possibil¬ 
ity that any one might venture to die. Wesley: “Perhaps—one— 
would—even—dare to die. Every word increases the strangeness 
of the thing, and declares even this to be something great and un- 

8. But God —Alford ought not to have omitted of Of on the author¬ 
ity of the Vatican. Some may have thought “Christ” should be 
here, not “God;” but cf. John iii. 1G; 1 John iv. 9, 10. It must 
be borne in mind that the love of Christ is comprehended in the 
love of God. 1 John iii. 16. Commendeth —Evinces, demonstrates. 
His love —Ilis own love: the pronoun is emphatic, and sets forth 
God’s love in contrast with man’s love. While we were yet sinners ,— 





9 Much more then, being now justified ”by his blood, we 
shell be saved ° from wrath through him. 

10 For r if when we were enemies, • we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son; much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved r by his life. 


Wesley: “So far from being good, that we were not even just." As 
sinners, “enemies” (ver. 10). 

9. Much more then ,—It is an argument a fortiori. If he died for 
ns when we were enemies, surely lie will secure us from the wrath 
threatened against sinners (i. 18; ii. 9), now we have become friends. 
Our justification is here attributed to his blood, as in iv. 25 to his 
resurrection; the one involves the other. Blood ,—This stands for 
death, as it also stands for life. The shedding of blood is the sacri¬ 
fice of life. It is used because of the sacrificial idea. Matt. xxvi. 
28; Eph. i. 7; ii. 13; Col. i. 20; 1 John i. 7; 1 Pet. i. 18, 19; Rev. 
i. 5. No importance is to be attached to blood, as a physical sub¬ 
stance; it is the exponent of a sacrificial death. The halter, or the 
hemlock, or any other mode of death, would have answered as well 
ns the cross—without any shedding of blood. Wrath —The wrath of 
God threatened against sinners. There is wrath, as well as love, in 
God: the former is the holy repugnance of the divine character to 
sin, as the latter is pure affection toward the good, or pity for the 
bad. To be saved from the wrath of God is to be delivered from the 
effects of it. 1 Thess. i. 10. 

10. For —This denotes an expansion of the previous thought. If 
when we were enemies ,—The strongest term that could be used. Hated 
by God, because hateful to him, as Rom. xi. 28, where the word is 
the antithesis of “beloved.” (See on i. 30.) Alford says, “Those 
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11 And not only so, but we also 
ir Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 

12 Wherefore as ‘by one man sin 


'joy in Cod, thro 
have now received 

entered into the wc 
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aud “death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
that all have sinned: 













—they belong to a guilty race; 
l’s sin. In view of their organii 
able to die; but if they die befor 
ire more than indemnified by Cl 
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14 Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam’s transgression, ‘ who is the figure of him that was to 

lf> But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if 
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, 
Jesus Christ, hath abounded ‘unto many. 

1C And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift. 



died during the patriarchal age, though they did not transgress 
a positive law having tiie penalty of death. They were sinners; 
lienee they were mortal, according to the law given to their pri¬ 
mordial head. Death reigned —Person died as a king whose realm is 
universal—the only one known on earth. After the similitude —In a 
way similar to that of Adam—the violation of a positive precept, 
enforced by the death-penalty. IIVio is the figure —Ti'n-of (type) here 
means a representation—viz., as Adam was the source of sin and 
death to all men, so Christ is the source of righteousness and life. 
The resemblance is of a general character, the opposition being as 
striking as the agreement—which the apostle proceeds to show. 
This occasions the extension of the parenthesis. Of. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 
22, 45-40. Him that was to come. —The coming One, as he was looked 
for till his advent. 

If). For if through —For if by the offense of the one, the many died. 
Much more —Quantitative, not logical— q. d.: Far more good comes 
to the world through Christ than evil through Adam. The grace of 
God, —The divine favor manifested to men in the redemption by 
Christ, who is the meritorious medium of its communication. He is 
styled the one man, as the antithesis of Adam, and as the representa¬ 
tive of our species in his human nature—“the Son of man.” Hath 
abounded unto many. —Superabounded to the many—oi wohXol =jrav- 
ric, all mankind—used to mark more prominently the antithesis— 
"the many,” opposed to “the one.” It is not the perfect, but the 
aorist, superabounded. Christ not only redeemed all that fell 
through Adam’s fall, but procured for them far greater blessings 
than they lost in Adam. 


10. And not —This is called the second distinction—in kind— 
modal, as the former is quantitative. As it was by — And not as 
through one having sinned. Lange adopts the reading, “ one trans¬ 
gression,” which is favored by the absence of the article before ivif 
(“one”), as Paul uses the article when ivAe refers to a person. But 
the received text has the better authority. The meaning is, that the 
sentence on Adam’s sin diilercd from the gift by Christ: the former 
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the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ.) 

18 Therefore, as || by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, even so || by the righteous- 


j] Or, by one offence .—!! Or, by one riyhlcousne 


of death/ in this verse and in ver. 14.’’ The phrase expresses the 
highest state of happiness and honor. Rom. viii. 17; 2 Tim. ii. 12; 
Rev. ii. 10; iii. 21. Dr. Taylor says that if eternal punishment had 
been brought on all mankind by*Adam’s sin, the offense, with its 
eonseipicnees, would have been of the same extent with the gift of 
righteousness, and so the apostle could not have spoken of any sur¬ 
plusage of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, beyond the offense 
—whereas there is a great surplusage if the death threatened was 
merely temporal, as lie holds. lint it may have been eternal death 
to the original pair, and non-existence to their posterity, but for the 
redemption by Christ. Surely eternal life is a great surplusage over 
non-existence, as well as over the reign of death which obtains not¬ 
withstanding the redemption. The name of Jesus Christ closes the 
parenthesis, or episode, and brings the apostle back to his argument 

18. Therefore, —Hence, then. Meyer says, “'Apo ohv is conclusive, 
‘accordingly, then:’ it is of frequent use in Paul, and contrary to 
classical usage, at the beginning of the sentence.” It is resumptive 
from'vcr. 12. The apostle briefly restates the protasis, because of the 
digression, ver. 13-17, and then states the apodosis. As by the offence 
of one — Theodoret, Thoophylact, Bcngel, Lange, and others, thus 
render et’6c, as a masculine, as in vor._15,17,19; but there it has the 
article—here it has not, as it has not in ver. 16, where it is obviously 
neuter—one offense being contrasted with many offenses: here it is 
contrasted with one tiiKaiupa, or righteous act. Judgment —Tholuck 
also supplies “judgment,” and “the free gift” (in the next clause), 
which gives the sense. But many critics adopt Winer’s simpler way: 
“We must supply a-ept) impersonal; res ccssit.” W. and W.: “As 
by one act of transgression the result was to all men to condemna¬ 
tion, so by one pighteous act, etc.— i. e., all men were reached for 
condemnation, all men were reached for justification. Aucaiupa is 
here opposed to impa-w-upa (offense), as in ver. 16 to na-aKpipa (con¬ 
demnation). This Simiupa is the decreed sacrifice, the accepted 
atonement, the act of God in Christ for man’s deliverance and ac¬ 
quittal, that act which pronounced man justified, acquitted.” Lange 
Bays: “Here, as in ver. 16, Meyer makes the Sisatapa to mean judg¬ 
ment of justification. It is simply the same everywhere. If it 
be said that Christ is our righteousness, it is the same as saying 
that Christ is the personal medium of our justification.” He ren¬ 
ders rcchtfertigmgsgut (the good of justification), and says it is the. 
medium of justification— rechifertigunr/smiltel —which is in harmony 
with the form of the word. Were Aimtupa the real justification of 
mankind, Karanpipa would be its real condemnation, and that would 
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the free gift came “upon all men unto justification 
is by one man’s disobedience many were made 


iction. The Smaiupa is the presupposition of the dimi- 
m occurs ten times in N. T.—rendered “ordinance,” 
1,10, plural; “judgment,” Rom. i. 32; xv.4; “right- 
om. ii. 26; v. 18; viii.4; Rev. xix. 8; “justification,” 
A careful examination of these passages will show the 
finding one word by which to render it in every case: 
le good of justification” will not do in several of these 
jngel says, “ It may be called jutfijicamcntum, the ground 
of justification.” The free gift came upon all men —It was 
Lange says, “ The future a-ojh'/aeTai supplied by Winer 
i in the apodosis, is sufficiently implied in eic imatumv 
ir and Merer prefer as in the former clause. Unto 
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sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many bo made 
righteous. 


x. 5-9. The context shows that it was his “obedience unto death ’’ 
which is meant—called by divines his passive obedience. Hut his 
active obedience was necessary to precede his passive, and qualify 
him for it- 

For ho who can for sin atone 

Must have no failings of his own. 

The. fiction of the imputation of Christ’s active obedience to us for 
justification, once popular among a ccrtaiu class of theologians, 
finds little support in these da w. It is the tap-root of Antinomian- 
ism. Nothing is imputed to us which is not our own. The passive 
obedience of Christ inures to us, as it is the meritorious cause of our 
righteousness—wc arc justified by Ills blood, ver. 9. Shall many — 
Will the many. It is expressed in the future, as it looks forward to 
the last generation of men. The many, hero, is as extensive as in the 
former clause—that is, all —so far as the design of God is concerned. 
The atonement was made for all—“every man”—“the world”—all 
who are sinners, and need it—that is, all the descendants of Adam. 
1 f any fail of the result, it is through their own fault. All who will 
be saved, will be saved through the atonement of Christ, including 
infants and others who never heard of him, provided they put no 
bar in the way of their salvation, corresponding to the unbelief for 
which (hose who were made acquainted with “the great salvation,” 
and rejected it, “shall he damned.” Jie made righleom. —Consti¬ 
tuted, as in the former clause. Katha-iyu means to set down, to 
place. By Adam’s disobedience all men were set down, placed in 
the condition of sinners; by Christ’s obedience all men are placed 
in the condition of the righteous, subject to the requirement of faith, 
as previously set forth by the apostle. As fiinaiog and its cognates 
refer to justification, or the pardon of sin, being reckoned as right¬ 
eous on condition of faith in Christ, the apostle most probably means 
that in this place. However, as Paul had no distinctions of the kind 
in view, he might comprehend real as well as relative righteous¬ 
ness—as all who believe are made righteous by regeneration (as is 
shown in the next chapter) as well as reckoned righteous by justifi¬ 
cation. Univcrsalism has no place here, because unbelievers ex¬ 
clude themselves from the benefits of “the oliedience” of Christ. 
W. and W. express the sense briefly and tersely: “For as by the 
disobedience of the one mail the many, mankind in general, were 
placed in the condition of sinners, thus by the obedience of the one 
shall mankind be put in the condition of righteous— napanof/i, the 
disobedience shown in the ‘offense;’ v-anoi/g, the submission shown 
ill the iuiaiupa, not the observance of the law by Christ—his ‘active 
oliedience,’ as it is called, though that was necessary that he might 
be ‘the just’ (Acts iii. 14; xxii. 14; 1 Pet. iii. 18)—but liis ‘obedi¬ 
ence unto death’ (Phil. ii. 8), his submission to the penalty.” 
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20 Moreover ‘the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much'more 
abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


6 John 15. tl ; ch. 3. 20; 4. 15; 7. 8; Gnl. 3.19, 23.—c Luke 7. 47; l Tim. 1. 14. 


20. Moreover —To continue the antithesis. The law entered, —Low 
came in besides. The law of Moses is meant, though the article is 
not prefixed—not because there can be no mistake occasioned by its 
omission; mistakes have been made in consequence—but to set forth 
the legal character of the Mosaic economy: it was by eminence law 
—just as we speak of “law and gospel,” without the article. Ilrep- 
eioijWev does not mean “crept in,” as in Gal. ii. 4, the only other 
place where the word is used in N. T., but, “came in besides” what 
is stated in ver. 19. It was medial between Adam and Christ. The 
Jew would recognize the force of this, having been under the law. 
Chrysostom: “Entered by the way—meaning that its need was tem¬ 
porary, not absolute or imperative.” That the offence might abound. — 
Multiply. As it cannot be said that the legislator enacted laws that 
they may be broken, ivo is construed by many as ccbatic, and not telic. 
Alford and others say it is never so used. It is telic in form, and 
ccbatic in force. The event was foreseen. God knew that the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances, together with the moral 
code, would be violated, and so the offense would be multiplied. For 
ulterior reasons he enacted the law that sin might thus develop itself 
as offence—fall — transgression —like Adam’s—of a positive injunction, 
in order that the depravity and impotcncy of our fallen race might 
be more fully seen, and the need of redemption be more fully demon¬ 
strated; “for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. iii. 2U). 
This is illustrated in Rom. vii. Olshauscn makes an acute remark: 
“Paul regards the law as a salutary medicine, which forces the dis¬ 
ease that rages in the inward, nobler parts, to the surface.” Cf. Gal. 
iii. 19, 24, 25. Chrysostom: “The particle (ivo) does not assign the 
cause, but the result; for it was not given in order that it might 
abound, for it was given to dimmish and destroy the offense, lint 
it resulted the opposite way, not owing to the nature of the law, but 
to the listlessness of those who received it.” But where sin abounded, 
—Multiplied — by the offenses against explicit law sanctioned by 
penalty. This showed the need of the gospel, as the ceremonial 
economy pointed to it. Grace did much more abound: —Exceedingly 
abounded. 

It rises high, and drownsHie hills, 

21. That as sin hath —That as sin reigned in death, so also might 
grace reign. Here comes the ultimate b o, without which the medial 
iva of ver. 20 would not have been. Cf. vcr. 13„ 14, 17. The sov- 
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ereignty of sin was shown in the work of death: so the sovereignty 
of grace appears through righteousness—by our being accounted 
righteous, through faith . resulting in everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. This grand idea, with the cver-blcssed Isame, 
closes this wonderful discussion. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 ire may not lire, in sin, 2 for v:e arc dead unto it, 3 as appeareth by our 
baptism. 12 Let not sin reign any more, 18 because ice hare yielded 
ourselves to the service of righteousness, 23 and for that death is the 
wages of sin. 


W HAT shall vc say then? 
that grace may abound? 
2 Gotl forbid: how shall wc, 
any longer therein? 


“Shall wc continue in sin, 
that arc ‘dead to sin, live 




VI.—1. What shall we say then ?—An objection may be raised, or 
an inference drawn, from the preceding argument, that wc may do 
evil—persist in sin—that good may come, that grace may increase. 
(See on iii. 5; v. 20.) l'aid proceeds to repel such an inference. 
ishull we —We may continue still in sin that grace may increase? 
Winer: “In Rom. vi. 1, 15, the conjunctive is the preferable read¬ 
ing, as in Luke iii. 10; John vi. 5; but in Rom. vi. 2 the authority 
for fj/onpn> (indie.) predominates, and the future here forms a dis¬ 
tinct contrast to the aorist AweUavaptv.” Alford: “The deliberative 
subjunctive.” (Sec on v. 1.) 

2. God forbid: —An expression of horror and aversion at the 
thought, as impious and absurd. IIow shall we, —We who died in 
respect to sin (aorist) in our conversion—how shall we—emphatic— 
still live in it? By our mystical death we became separate from sin, 
as a corpse is from life: it can perforin none of the functions of life. 
Gal. ii. 19; Col. ii. 20. This is like 1 John iii. 9: “Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him, 
and lie cannot sin, because he is born of God.” It is impossible 
while the seed remaineth; he may forfeit it, as Adam did, and then 
there is not only a possibility of sinning, but a certainty. But what 
an incongruity in such apostasy! Grotius: Hie non impossibilitatcm, 
seel rei indignitatem ostendit. Indignvan est si loti in lutum revolvimvr. 
Gal. iv.9; 2Pet.ii.22. Death separates its subject from all the liv¬ 
ing. Plautus: Nihil mccum tilri; mortuus tibi sum. 
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3 Know ye not that 'so many of us as || wore baptized 
into Jesus Christ, ''were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we arc 'buried with him by baptism into 


3. Know ye not —The conjunction should not he omitted: Or are 
vc ignorant? (See on Matt. vii. 9; Horn. iii. 29.) The formula is 
Pauline. Bom. vii. 1. If the general maxim, vcr. 2, should not 
strike them, the particular illustration now to be advanced surely 
would. That so many of us—That all we who were baptized unto 
Christ Jesus, unto his death were baptized? Eif may be better ren¬ 
dered “ unto,” as it is in a similar passage, 1 Cor. x. 2. As those 
who were “baptized unto Moses” were brought under the obligation 
of his religion, so those who arc baptized unto Christ are brought 
under the obligations of liis religion. (See on Matt, xxviii. 19; 
Acts xix. 5; Gal. iii. 27.) Were baptized into hit-death? —Unto his 
death were baptized. Not here a profession of faith in his death, 
but mystical conformity to it, as expressed in the next verse. 

4. therefore we ore—Therefore we were buried with him through 
the baptism unto the death. Lange says, “Buried in death—an 
oxymoron, according to which burial precedes, and death follows, as 
is illustrated in the immersion into the bath of baptism.” This is 
a hystcron proteron, which makes Paul speak as a fool! Bury a man 
before he is dead! Bury a man that he may die! It is hard to see 
how any one could give an interpretation so absurd. Lange must 
have been betrayed into it by adopting the popular notion that Paul 
alludes to baptism by immersion. But it cloes not appear that that 
mode of baptism was introduced at so early a period: all the bap¬ 
tisms in N. T. seem to have been performed by affusion. There 
was nothing in the burial of Christ which could suggest dipping; 
and dipping could not suggest the burial. Paul does not say that 
we were “buried into death.” The words, “the baptism unto the 
death”—referring to the clause, “were baptized unto his death”— 
must tie taken together, as conveying one idea. The burial follows 
the death, and as the mystical death is effected through baptism, so 
is the burial—which is here particularly noted, as it more vividly 
sets forth the idea of separation—viz., front sin—on which the apos¬ 
tle is treating. “Liquid graves” were foreign from his thoughts! 
A man may seem to be dead, may be reported dead, believed to be 
deal; but it may be only suspended animation—wait awhile, he may 
revive; but no one doubts his death when he is buried. Hence that 
clause in the Creed, “and buried” (1 Cor. xv. 4)—the proof of his 
death—his entire separation from the living. This is a striking 
symbol of our separation from sin, by our baptism as a sign, and 
pledge, and a means of its accomplishment. In tlie case of the first 
Christians, their baptism was co-ctancous with their conversion, and 
so was identified with it. As a means of grace, it assisted in the 
exercise of repentance and faith, to which, together with future obe¬ 
dience, it solemnly pledges the subject. It symbolizes “the renew- 
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death: that / likc as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
"the glory of the Father,‘even so we also should walk iu 
newness of life. 

5 ‘For if we have been planted together in the likeness 


/Ch. 8. II ; 1 Cor. 0.14; 2 Cor. 18. 4.—//John 2. 11; 11.40.—AGnl. 6. 15; Eph. 


ing of the Holy Ghost,” by which alone the great spiritual change 
is cllbcled. Hence repentance, faith, prayer, and divine inlluence, 
arc usually associated with the rite, so that none might mistake the 
“outward sign” for the “tiling signilied,” the inward and spiritual 
grace. Mnrkxvi. 16; Johniil.5; Actsii.38; viii.3G-3S; xxii.10; 
Tit. iii. 5; 1 Pet. iii. 21. baptism, in the sense explained, not only 
elleets our mystical death and burial, but also our mystical resurrec¬ 
tion—as the resurrection of Christ followed his death and burial. 
Thai like m Christ —In order that—this was the design as well as the 
result. We die to sin in order that we may live unto God. This is 
set forth by the symbol here chosen: Christ died and was buried, 
that he might be raised from the dead. By the glory of the Father ,— 
Through, by means of—the glory—that is, the power—of the Father. 
The divine excellence is displayed in the exertion of omnipotence 
in the raising of Christ from the dead. Eph. i. 19, 20; 1 Pet. i. 21. 
l’s. l.xviii. 84, “Ascribe ye strength (o z) unto God; his excellency is 
over Israel, and his strength (os) is in the clouds,” reads in the 
LXX., “Give ye glory to God: his excellency is over Israel, anil 
his power is in the clouds.” Cf. Col. i. 11. liven so —Thus also we 
should walk in newness of life. A common Hebraism, meaning the 
pursuit of a prescribed course of action—here peculiarly expressive, 
as walking is as demonstrative a proof of life as burial is of death— 
as in the case of Lazarus. John xi. /it newness of life. —Not merely 
a new life—that, of course—but newness of life, as this more emphat¬ 
ically sets forth the resurrection state—the condition of those who 
are raised from the death of sin to the life of righteousness. 

5. For —Confirmatory and illustrative of the preceding. If we have 
been planted together —Since we have- an assumed fact, lay npvroe is 
not from <i>vreiiu, to plant, but from fbo, to grow, and means, literally, 
grown together, and so, closely united. The kind of union is speci¬ 
fied, first, in the likeness of Christ’s death, and, secondly, in the like¬ 
ness of his resurrection. This spoils some fine analogies, but it can¬ 
not be helped— e. g., Chrysostom: “By the word planting he alludes 
to the fruit we reap from his death; for as his body, when buried in 
the earth, produced the salvation of the whole world, so ours also, 
when buried in baptism, lias borne the fruits of righteousness, sanc¬ 
tification, adoption, and a thousand blessings.” The scope of the 
passage requires us to consider our assimilation to his resurrection, 
as spiritual—from the death of sin to the life of righteousness. W. 
and \V. say: “There is reference to a double resurrection—one to 
newness of life, the other (8) to eternal life; the future iaopeOa ex¬ 
pressing the certainty of the one and the futurity of the other.” 
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of hid death, ivc shall be also in the likeness of his rcsurre 
tion: 

G Knowing this, that *our old man is crucified with hit, 
that 'the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth v 
should not serve sin. 

7 For "he that is dead is f freed from sin. 



That is said with epigrammatic point and force. But with the cM 
nai, certainly also, it rather expresses certainty, without any distin 
tion, as if our spiritual resurrection were of tiic present, and oi 
bodily resurrection of the future. There may be a glance at tl 
resurrection in the last day, as that is complemcntal to our spirilla 
resurrection. Cf. John v. 24-29; vi. 40; Korn. viii. 10, 11. Tl 
future tense simply expresses the logical connection between deal 
and resurrection: we first die to sin, and then we arc raised to net 
ness of life. 

G. Knowing this ,—Since we know' this—the participle assigns 
reason. That our old man —After all the profound interpretations < 
this passage—many of them very bewildering—Wesley's simple e: 
nosition seems to be correct, and harmonizes well with other na 
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8 Now "if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we 
eh all also live with him: 

9 Knowing that "Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dicth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

10 For in that he died,'’he died unto sin once: but in 
that he liveth, 'he livetli unto God. 


n 2 Tim. 2. 11 .—o Bov. 1. 18.—jillcb. 9. 27, 26.—gj.uko 20. 28. 


Hut the apostle speaks of it as “our old man,” and Ills meaning is, 
that in regard to sin we are dead, and so we arc released from the 
service of sin. Paul uses the word iMisaiurat (“justified” in the 
margin), perhaps, because he had made so much use of it in tho 
preceding discussion, giving it here the cognate sense of “acquitted,” 
or released. Sin, our old master, can exact no service from us now 
we “arc dead to sin,” ver 2. Some render literally, “For he who 
died (aorist) lias been justified (perfect) from sin.” Riddle renders 
Ibc aorist “lias died,” because it precedes the perfect, which ex- 
presses a present state, “is acquitted.” Rut all our old translators 
render both in the present, as they express the state of death and 
acquittal which still remains. Cf. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

8. Now if we be dead nilli Ohrid, —And if we died with Christ. The 
aorist still refers to the time of conversion, as in ver. 1-7—this being 
a continuation of the argument. Still the A. V., as in all the old 
translations, conveys the sense. We believe —Not used dogmatically, 
nor to express trust, yet “with the idea of hope and certain expec¬ 
tation,” as in Acts xv. 11. So Robinson. Thai we shall also lire with 
him: —The future is to be understood, as in ver. 5. 

0. Knowing —Knowing that Christ, having been raised from tho 
dead, dicth no more; death no more has dominion over him—nu 
longer lords it over him—as a kurios, lord, or master, lords it over 
the servant. Peter says it was not possible that Christ should bo 
held under death, which he came to abolish; but he voluntarily 
placed himself under the power of death for a short period. John 
ii. 19-22; x. 17, 18; Acts ii. 24. 

10. For in that he died, —For the death which lie died, lie died to 
sin once for all. Hcb. vii. 27; x. 10. By his death on the cross he 
terminated all the connection which he had with sin, passing into a 
world where there is no sin to require atonement, or to occasion 
annoyance. lie became eternally separated from it. But in that he 
lireth ,—Rut the life which he lives, he lives to God, in and for the 
Father’s glory, separated from all vicarious connection with sin, and 
united with the Father in the glory which he had with him before 
the world was. Olshauscn objects to this interpretation, as Christ 
thus lived for God on earth, and lie lives for man in heaven, lie 
interprets thus: “Christ died once for sin—that is, to extirpate it— 
a id lives eternally for God—that is, to further righteousness. Death 
i ihin. as at v. 10, 11, understood as a dying off from sin, and a 
living for God.” Rut this dillers little, if any, from the foregoing 
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11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 'dead indeed 
unto sin, but' alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 ‘Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your “members as f instruments of 



interpretation. The Greek interpreters (followed by Tholuck) punc¬ 
tuate thus: “For in that he died to sin, he died once only.” Ecu- 
menius: “Thus he will never die any more, because in the doath 
he once endured he did not die like other men, as being subject to 
death, but in consequence of the sin of the world, that he might 
take away and destroy it.” Chrysostom: “You must not conclude 
from the circumstance of his having once died, that ho is mortal— 
that is the very reason that he is henceforth immortal. His death 
was the death of death. Because lie has died, he now dies no more, 
for that death he died to sin.” lVhitby: “For in that he died to 
the putting away of sin (Ileb. ix. 20, 28), he died thus once for all; 
but the life he liveth is an eternal life, wholly dedicated to the glory 
of God. Phil. ii. 9, 10,.11.” 

11. Likewise —After the model of Christ, as before. Reckon —Re¬ 
gard it as a settled matter that you must do so, and be sure that you 
are doing it. Dead^-A. strong expression: “corpses in regard to 
sin.” Through Jesus Christ -*'Ev denotes the union believers have 
with Christ in his death and in his life, both symbolically and 

12. Let not sin therefore reign —In view of your new relation, ver. 
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unrighteousness unto sin: but 'yield yourselves uuto God, 
as those that arc alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God: 


Tliis specious viow lias been indorsed by others. But it is not 
“without doubt.” Bloomfield well says: “AVe have here a con¬ 
tinuation of the foregoing imagery—in which sin is considered as a 
slave-master—as introductory of a kindred admonition. For here 
1 cannot, with Calvin, Ileza, and others, recognize a military allu¬ 
sion, however frennent such may be in Paul’s writings; for, as I find 
Pc Wcttc has said, the comparison here is to servitude, rather than 
soldiership; nor need we call in the military allusion, since the u-’/.a 
may be taken (as indeed is its primary sense) to denote instruments, 
lit., ‘tools.’” The verb occurs forty-one times in N. T., and never 
elsewhere has the military idea, unless Acts iv. 20, “the kings of tho 
earth stood up," etc., be an exception. Homer speaks of all the tools 
(«—?.n) with which Vulcan worked (II., xviii. 409—413), and he so 
calls the tackling of a vessel (Odys. xxi. 390; ii. 398). But sin em¬ 
ploys its servants in work of the most slavish character, and makes 
them furnish their own tools; as in warfare of the most diabolical 
character, and makes them furnish their own weapons—the mem¬ 
bers of their body, by which the carnal mind operates, dint yield — 
But present yourselves to God. If the aorist here differs in moan¬ 
ing from the present in the first clause, the difference cannot well 
be expressed in Fnglish. W. and AV.: “The aorist denoting tho 
action as performed once for all—the present denoting continuance, 
habit.” Schmidt: “The imper. present commands to occupy one’s 
self with something; the imper. aorist, to accomplish something.” 
To which I.nnge adds, “That something already under considera¬ 
tion, or already undertaken, must be carried through.” Riddle 
notes the greater definiteness of the aorist. In lioni. xii. 1—“pre¬ 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice to God”—the verb is in the aorist, 
vet the exhortation is given to “brethren,” who are supposed to 
have done this at their conversion. Bengel says tho aorist here is 
“more forcible” than the present; for that reason, perhaps, it is 
used in Rom. xii. 1—not merely “be presenting”—Rotherham’s 
rendering of the present—but “present”—let the presenting be ac¬ 
complished. Yourselves —Not merely “your members,” but your 
entire selves. As those —As alive from the dead. Regard your¬ 
selves as having been dead in sin fas in Kpli. ii. 1-5—no reference 
to ver. 2, “dead to sin”), but now alive—viz., to God. Carrying out 
the figure, if the body is alive to God, all its members will be em¬ 
ployed as instruments to promote his glory. 1 Cor. x. 30. And 
your members —Supply rea/mori/aare, as in the preceding clause—and 
present your members. Chrysostom: “Hence the body is not evil, 
since it maybe made an arm of righteousness—there is a hard war¬ 
fare at luinil for us.” 
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14 For’sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. 

15 What then? shall we sin, 'because we are not under 
the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

lfl*Know ye not, that “to whom ye yield yourselves serv¬ 
ants to obey, his servants ye arc to whom yc obey; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin; 




14. For tin shall not —This is an encouraging assurance—much 
needed, considering the strength of sin, personified as a tyrant: he 
shall not be allowed to domineer over you. For ye are not under the 
law, —Not under law—the reference is not merely to the law of 
Moses, but to a legal economy of any sort. Law affords no assist¬ 
ance in opposing sin, or in pardoning it, as the apostle has shown. 
(See on ver. 20; iii. 20; cf. 1 Cor. xv. 56.) We should be discour¬ 
aged from making any effort to live to God, if, in view of our weak¬ 
ness and the temptations which surround us, there were not a pow¬ 
er vouchsafed to us which no law furnishes, and if provision were 
not made for the pardon of our failures. But under grace. —The 
gospel: a system of favor, not of “wrath,” which “the law worketh” 
(iv. 15). 

15. What then t —In view of the fact that we are not under law, but 
under grace. Shall ue sin, —May we sin? The best MSS. have the 
deliberative conjunctive. (See on ver. 1.) Paul anticipates an ob¬ 
jection, as in ver. 1, to amplify the argument, and to show that it 
docs not tend to Antinomian licentiousness, which has been charged 
upon it in every age, and to which, indeed, it has been perverted. 
God forbid. —Abhorred be the thought! (See on Bom. iii. 4, 6, 31; 
vi. 2.) 

16. Know ye not, —You certainly see this dilemma: No man can 
serve two masters, whose commands are as opposite as those of God 
and of sin. (See on Matt. vi. 24.) The language is not tautological: 
If you present yourselves as servants to sin (personified), then you 
are the servants of sin, and can have no other master; so, vice versa, 
if you present yourselves to God, as his servants—the words “of 
God” are, of course, understood after obedience. It would seem that 
the antithesis of death should be life; but righteousness is the sphere 
in which life exists—all outside is death. If understood as spiritual 
death, that is the immediate result of sin, and if not arrested will be 
followed by eternal death; and “the body is dead because of sin”— 
the remedy for that, in the case of believers, is the resurrection. 
Korn. viii. 10, 11. 

17 . But God be thanked, —A Pauline expression. Thotyewcre — 

(/"'>■) “though,” corresponding to (iJr) “yet,” is omitted. Paul did 
not, of course, (hank God that they had ever been sinners, but that, 
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but yc have obeyed from the heart ‘that form of doctrine 
t which was delivered you. 

18 Being then ‘made free from sin, ye became the serv¬ 
ants of righteousness. 

19 I speak after the manner of men, because of the in¬ 
firmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 



having liven such, they were such no more. But ye have —Yet ye 
obeyed from the heart. The service was not merely formal and ex¬ 
ternal, lint spiritual and internal—sincere and earnest. Chrysostom: 
“Ye were neither forced nor pressed, hut ye came over of your own 
accord, with willing mind.” That form of doctrine —That type of 
leaching—the gospel. They were delivered over to this at their 
conversion. This is what they were to obey, as containing the or¬ 
ders of their new Master. As type may mean mold, some think Paul 
used it as a metaphor: the Homans, like melted metal, were cast 
into the mold of the gospel, and, being plastic, received its impres¬ 
sion. W. and W.: “They were put under a die, or mold, from which 
they were to receive a new impression.” Chrysostom: “The obe¬ 
dience from the heart shows the freewill; but its being delivered, 
hints the assistance from God. But what is the form of doctrine? 
It is living aright, anil in conformity with the best conversation.” 

IS. Briny then —And being freed from sin, ye became servants to 
righteousness. Some render ihnvhjOr/re enslaved, and suppose in the 
next verse' Paul apologizes for using so harsh a word. If he had 
used it in that sense, it would seem to need an apology. But doc/lof 
in this chapter docs not necessarily mean slave. The freeing here 
spoken of is not manumission, but release from the obligation of 
servitude voluntarily assumed or allowed. The service of sin is in¬ 
deed the most debasing slavery—all the more so because it is volun¬ 
tary: the service of God is perfect freedom. 

1!). J apeak after the manner of men, —I repeat these familiar illus¬ 
trations, as men do when they adapt their discourses to the ineptitude 
of their hearers; because you are unable to comprehend spiritual 
subjects without such explanations. The flesh denotes weakness, as 
opposed to the spirit: they were in that sense carnal, and not spirit¬ 
ual, like the Corinthians, to whom Paul wrote in a similar way. I 
Cor. iii. 1-3. It does not seem to mean, as Thcodorct: “ I adapt my 
admonition to vour nature, knowing the passions which work in your 
mortal body.” It must be borne in mind that the Christians to 
whom the apostle wrote were generally neophytes, newly converted 
from heathenism or Judaism, and were very weak and immature in 
their knowledge of divine things—hence the illustrations and repe¬ 
titions to meet their limited capacity. Cf. Gal. iii. 1, 15; lleb. v. 
11-14; Isa. xxviii. 10; Luke xxiv. 25. For as ye have yielded —For 
as yc presented. The aorist refers to the time, ideally considered, 
when they bound themselves to the service of sin—chose sin as their 
8 
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servants to uncleanncss and to iniquity, unto iniquity; even 
so now yield your members servants to righteousness, unto 
holiness. 

2%For when ye were d the servants of sin, ye were free 
f from righteousness. 

21 'What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye 
are now ashamed? for / the end of those things is death. 

dJohn 8. 34.—fGr., to righteousness.— cell. 7. S.—/oh. 1. 32. 

master. Uncleanncss —Impurity was a form of sin to which the Gen¬ 
tiles were greatly addicted—a gross sin against a man’s self, and 
others who are accomplices in its commission. Iniquity, —Lawless¬ 
ness— another form of sin, more directly against God — rebellion 
against his authority. It is a principle rather than an act. Its de¬ 
velopment results in its greater intensencss—hence the expression, 
"for lawlessness”—no other word was needed, whereas in the next 
clause the terms are varied. Bengel: “ The servants of righteous¬ 
ness progress; workers of iniquity are workers of iniquity, nothing 
more.” Cf. 1 John iii. 4: “Whosoever committctli sin transgresseth 
also the law; for sin is the transgression of the law”—<ii nftia, law¬ 
lessness, as here—where it is both genus and species. Holiness. — 
’A ytacftos occurs ten times in N. T.—rendered five times “holiness,” 
and five times “sanctification.” It might, perhaps, have been well 
if it had been uniformly rendered “sanctification”—“which,” says 
Lange, “docs not perfectly coincide with the idea of completed holi¬ 
ness, and in which there is at once expressed the constant ethical 
movement, rather than a substantial and quiescent condition.” 
There are four other words rendered holiness: djiori/r, Hcb. xii. 10; 
aytoavrt/, Rom. i. 4; 2 Cor. vii. 1; 1 These, iii. 13; timjkm. Acts iii. 
12 (elsewhere, fourteen limes, “godliness”); hm6->/c, Luke i. 75; 
Eph. iv. 24. “Holiness” occurs nowhere else in A. V. It might be 
well to restrict it to iunorye. 'Ayiaa/iif, says Kiddle, comes into view 
here rather as a progressive state than as an ultimate one; hence, 
against Meyer—who says it always means holiness, never sanctifica¬ 
tion—lie agrees with Lange. 

20. For when ye were —A restatement of the view given of their 
former condition—servants of sin—to prepare for the final statement 
of their present condition—making the contrast the more emphatic. 
Ye were free from righteousness. —As to righteousness, which had them 
not as servants—their service being pre-engaged to another master. 

21. What fruit —What fruit, therefore, had ye then in those things? 
Many point thus: “What fruit had ye then at that time? Things 
of which ye arc now ashamed.” It is said that xapwoc means the 
deeds, or productions, of men, viewed as trees, never the reward of 
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22 But now ’being made free from sin, and become serv¬ 
ants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life. 

23 For '“the wages of sin is death: but 'the gift of God 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Phil. i. 22; James iii. 18. Here Robinson, Parkliurst, and others, 
put this place. A.V. agrees with Chrysostom, Grotius, Bcngel, 
Meyer, Stuart, Hodge, Wesley, and all the old English versions. 
The negative answer is, of course, implied—all works, slavish works, 
and no fruit, no profit. For the end —instead of profit—the end, the 
result, is death—as in ver. 23. 

22. Hut now —But now, having been set free from sin, and having 
been made servants to God, ye have your fruit—not works, but the 
effect of them—the service of God tending to sanctification—always 
increasing in proportion to our zeal in God’s service. The end —The 
final result. The contrast between eternal life, as a divine gratuity 
—not merited by us—and death, eternal death, as the antithesis of 
eternal life—earned by sin, not inflicted by arbitrary decree—is very 
striking. It makes a fitting close to this important section—which 
must not, however, be violently disccrpted from what follows. 

23. For the wages —’0 tpoovia is the word used for the pay of a sol¬ 
dier,'rations, etc. Luke iii. 14. But here it means recompense, 
retribution; cf. 2 Cor. xi. 8, where it denotes recompense made to 
ministers for their service. (See on ver. 22.) Through—In Christ 
Jesus our Lord: by virtue of our union with him, as in ver. 11. 
Eternal life, begun here in spiriiual life, flows into us by the union 
which we have with Christ—he the Head, we the members. 


CHAPTER VII. 


1 No law hath power over a man longer than he lircth. 4 Rut we are dead 
to the law. 7 Yet is not the law sin, 12 but holy, just, good, 1C as I ac- 


K NO W ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know 
the law) how that the law hath dominion over a man 
as long as he liveth? 



110 ye not, —Or, are ye ignorant, brethren? The con- 
.uld not be omitted. (See on vi. 3.) This does not 
14, to the exclusion of the remainder of the chapter, 
seems to be that as believers are no longer servants 
re no longer under law, in the sense here recognized. 
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2 For “the woman which hath an husband, is bound by 
the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the hus¬ 
band be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

3 So then, 6 if while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is 
no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become “dead to 
the law by the body of Christ; that yc should be married to 


a 1 Cor. 7.39_ b Matt. 5. .12.—ech. 8.2; Gal. 2. 19; 5.18; 


Epll.2. IS; Col. 2. 14. 


but under grace—the illustration in the former case being taken from 
the relation of master and servant, and now in the latter case from 
the relation between husband and wife. The question anticipates a 
negative answer: they were not ignorant of the conjugal law in 
question. For I speak —For I am speaking to those who know law. 
That the lau —Any law—not merely the Mosaic. It is a general 
statement which none would dispute. -Is long a s he liveth t —All that 
time, and no longer: that is the force of the language. 

2. For—An illustration and proof of the principle assumed. The 
woman —The married woman is bound by law to the living husband. 
Ijoornl —Lit., “annulled from.” The law of her husband. —The law 
respecting him—that which bound her to him. 

3. Shall be called — Xm/iari^u is used in this sense in N. T., here 
only and in Acts xi. 26. 

4. Wherefore, —So then, my brethren, ye were made dead to the law. 
Now comes the application; but in the example, the liberated per¬ 
son is the survivor; in the application, the liberated person is the 
dead person. But this was no slip. Paul knew what he was writ¬ 
ing. He did not change the terms for euphemism, in condescension 
to the Jews, who might not like to be told that the law was dead! 
Paul tells them that plainly enough, and informs them why, and in 
what sense. The law was dead to them, so that they were at liberty 
to be married to another, even Christ. But then they were dead to 
the law, through the body of Christ—that is, his sacrificial death for 
our sins—tliev died with Christ— cffararM/re, were slain, “made 
dead,” “crucified” (Gal. ii. 19, 20); and as lie was raised from the 
dead literally, so were they mystically, as Paul fully sets forth in 
the preceding context, of which he never loses sight. Thus, though 
the law claims dominion, it is not entitled to it: death has dissolved 
the obligation. The beauty, propriety, and force of the metaphor, 
pushed almost to allegory, appear the more fully, as the analysis is 
more closely made. The marriage contract runs, “till death do you 
part:” it contemplates no return to life of the deceased party. So 
there the allegory stops, and it is nnexegclical to press it any farther. 
That ye should be married —That ye may belong to another—a Ilcb. 
matrimonial formula— hayah —Lev. xxii. 12; cf. LXX. That we 
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another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we 
should d bring forth fruit unto God. 

5 For when we were in the flesh, the f motions of sins, 
which were by the law, ‘did work in our members ■'to bring 
forth fruit unto death: 

6 Hut now we are delivered from the law, || that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve ’in new¬ 
ness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

•7 What shall we say then ? Is the law sin? God forbid. 




should bring forth fruit —The design, and not merely the result, of 
entering into this new relation, to which fruit refers; but the ligure 
is not to be pressed. Unto (rod. —To God—The simple dative conir 
modi —to the glory of God. This illustration would be readily com¬ 
prehended by Jews, and would greatly assist them in comprehending 
the transfer from the legal to the evangelical dispensation. 

5. Fm —Explanatory. When nv teere. in the link, —Under the law, 
when we were sensual—“not having the Spirit.” Chrysostom: “In 
evil deeds—in a carnal life.” The motions of sins, —Not sinful emo¬ 
tions, but the passions unsanclilied which led to sins (genitive of 
object). Which were, by the I nr .—Occasioned by it. The law irri¬ 
tated a nature which was hostile to it, and which rebelled against its 
authority. (See on ver. 8-11.) Did u-orh —Energized so as to pro¬ 
duce results (middle, not passive). The passions energized in the 
members of tbc body, employing them in the production of fruit 
which ends in death. This is a glance back at vi. 21. Some inter¬ 
pret the metaphor of progeny, in view of the matrimonial allusion; 
lint it is the antithesis of bringing forth fruit to God, ver. 4. 

(i. Hut note —Hut just now we were freed. The aorist alludes to 
their recent conversion. That being dead —There is but little au¬ 
thority for this erroneous reading. Nearly all MSS. and versions 
have “dying,” or “having died”—an aorist agreeing with the pre¬ 
ceding, and stating the ground of release. (See on ver. 4.) Wherein 
me were held; —The obligation of the law, as the means of justifica¬ 
tion. That vc should serre —So that we serve: no slavery is here 
suggested by the word cJoivtrciw. In newness of spirit, —All the terms 
tire anarthrous: in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. 
“Spirit” is opposed to “letter.” (Sec on Rom. ii. 2'J; 2 Cor. iii. (>.) 
The service is in the sphere of the spirit, acted upon by the great 
dynamical Agent, the Holy Spirit, who operates to produce the re- 

7. What shall —What, then, shall we sav? That the law is sin? 
Far from itl Paul thus anticipates an objection suggested by ver. 
5. Chrysostom: “As if the objection came forward, not of himself, 
but in the course of discussion.” (Sec on vi. 1.) This begins a pa¬ 
renthesis, or episode, whioli ends with ver. 25. It has occasioned 
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Nay, *1 had not known sin, but by the law: for I had 


much unnecessary controversy. Whom does the apostle mean hy 
the iyi >—the “I?” Is he detailing his own experience? or the ex¬ 
perience of a Jew? or of the Jews at large, before, under, and after 
taw? If his own experience, is it his experience as a Christian, 
freed from sin and from the law? To ask this last question is to 
answer it; and this ought to settle the controversy. Surely Paul 
never meant to say, 

To good and evil equal bent— 


Erskine’s Sonnets were not then written, and his dualistic theology 
was never imagined. Indeed, this passage received no such inter¬ 
pretation till the days of Augustin; and lie himself propounded the 
opposite, and held to it till he was driven from it in the Pelagian 
controversy, which occasioned his false views of predestination and 
cognate points. The schoolmen, who leaned to Augustinianism, 
naturally enough indorsed his erroneous interpretation of this pas¬ 
sage—as did Luther, Calvin, and many of their followers. It seems 
passing strange that they should do so; but the force of dogmatic bias 
is very great. They had no clear views of preventing grace, which 
operates upon man before regeneration, ana hence they stumbled at 
the declarations in ver. 22, 25. It is said there can be no tertium 
quid party. The Ego must be one and the same person, either re¬ 
generate or unregencrate, as there can be none between. But why 
not ? The experience of thousands proves that there can be a state 
between, or that the unregenerate may be divided into two classes— 
the unawakened, unconcerned sinner (ver. 9), and the awakened, 
anxious sinner (ver. 24). Passing through the first stage (carnal 
security) into the second (struggling for pardon), lie passes into the 
third — so gloriously described in chap, viii., which, omitting this 
parenthesis, follows naturally ver. 6. There is too much individu¬ 
ality— too much personal experience—to allow of the interpreta¬ 
tion which makes this passage refer merely to Jews, or the world at 
large, who were without a positive law from Adam to Moses, in the 
sense of chap. v. 13, 14—then under that law till Christ—when they 
were delivered from it hy “the law of faith,” or the gospel. This, 
indeed, as Whitbv shows, suits the general scope of the apostle’s ar¬ 
gument in this Epistle, and the case of the apostle serves to illustrate 
this general position. The Ego, therefore, is not to be confined to 
the apostle—as in the Confessions of Augustin; but, as in Rom. iii. 
7; 1 Cor. iv. 6; x. 30, el al., he speaks by koinonia, or melaechegiatw- 
tiws. Those critics who refer this passage to the apostle in his re¬ 
generate state are driven to such exegetical subterfuges as one should 
think would convince them of the untenableness of their position, as 
is fully shown by Arininins in his masterly Dissertation on Rom. vii. 
Surely they never read that logical, massive, unanswerable mono¬ 
graph. In it lie clearly and conclusively shows that the apostle 
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not known || lust, except the law had said, ‘Thou shalt not 
covet. 


does not speak about himself, nor about a living man under grace, 
but that he has transferred to himself the person of a man placed 
under the law; that this opinion has always had defenders in the 
Church; that, instead of favoring Fclagianism, in a most distin¬ 
guished manner and designedly it refutes it; that the novel view 
which relers it to the regenerate was not approved liy any of the 
ancient Fathers of the Church, not even by Augustin himself, hut 
was refuted by him and others, though Augustin modified his orig¬ 
inal view, which was correct, hv admitting that it may refer to the 
regenerate, so far as concupiscence goes, hut no farther, and making 
distinctions which are arbitrary, puerile, and uncxegctical, so that 
what is commonly called the Calvinistie view of this passage is not 
Augustin’s; and, Imallv. Arnunius demonstrates that the novel 
opinion which he opposes is injurious to grace, and adverse to good 
morals. His exegelieal analysis of every verse anticipates the mod¬ 
ern commentator, and leaves him little to do, except to reproduce 
his lucid and satisfactory exposition. Ilcngel is right, says Lewis, 


uni his 


earnest indeed, hut who does 
ind chap. viii. to the man jus- 
11111011 interpretation.” Is the 
Anninitis, “Can it therefore 
f, or the cause of evil desires 
lotions of sins which were by 
t is very wrong to entertain 
•oneerning the law. lie sub- 
rcat eflcct from the contrary 
x of sin, or that 


>r the cii 


;<■ of si 


1 specui 


... _ ir T should 
w had said, Thou shalt 
it! lie is horrified at 
Clod forbid,” hut to the 
ie contrary; the law is 


not. desire, or covet.’” (Jml J'urbiil- 
the thought. Xmj ,—This does not r 
idea suggested before; and it mean 

not sin; it is the index of sin—that which points it out. (See on 
iii. 20.) / bail not known sin ,—2 Aor. of yictdirsu—I did not recog¬ 
nize. The law :—It is anarthrous, and refers to law as such: ill the 
next clause the article refers it to the Mosaic law. I'or I bad not 
known lust ,—For even concupiscence I had not known (pluperfect of 
oh'a). As the word rendered Inst (iw/Ov/tia) is the cognate noun of 
the verh rendered “covet,” it is perhaps best to render it “concu¬ 
piscence”—“irregular and inordinate desire.” The reference to 
the tenth commandment shows what is meant. Wesley: “Evil de¬ 
sire : 1 had not known it to he a sin; nay, perhaps I should not have 
known that any such desire was in me. It did not appear till it was 
stirred up by the prohibition.” 
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8 But * siu, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiscence. For 'without the law 

9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

10 And the commandment "which was ordained to life, 
I found to be unto death. 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, de¬ 
ceived me, and by it slew me. 


8. But —Continuative. Sin, —The principle of depravity. Taking 
occasion —Presented by the external world, and seized upon by sin. 
By the commandment, —“Thou shalt not covet.” This, in its spirit, 
extends to every thing prohibited—interdicting concupiscence of 
every kind. Wrought in me —Produced, or originated and devel¬ 
oped, in me. This is to be joined to “sin”—which rebels against 
the commandment, as a hostile power to which it will not submit, 
and the law itself cannot force submission. For without the law — 
This is an aphorism, adduced in support of the preceding statement: 
for without law sin is dead. (See on iv. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 56.) 

9. Foi —However, I was alive without law, at one time. I consid¬ 
ered myself alive to God. If any period of Paul’s life is specially 
meant, it was not that of childish innocence, hut that described in 
Phil. iii. 4—11. “1 lived in all good conscience,” because of my ex-’ 
ternal conformity to the law; but when the commandment forbid¬ 
ding concupiscence, as sin, came home to me in all its spirituality 
and power, by the sin-convincing Spirit, sin sprang up to life, show¬ 
ing that it was in me, though I knew it not. It broke forth in me, 
because of the irritation of the prohibition, and I was its hapless 
and helpless victim. Wesley: “My inbred sin took fire, and all my 
virtue and strength died away; and I then saw myself to he dead in 
sin, and liable to death eternal.” 

10. And the commandment which was ordained to life, —Which was 
for life. This prohibition of concupiscence, as well as every other 
precept of the law, was originally designed to be a means of preserv¬ 
ing and increasing spiritual life. “This do, and thou shall live.” 
Cf. Lev. xyiii. o. I found to be unto death.— As it was sure to he vio¬ 
lated, and its penalty incurred: so strong is the power of inbred sin. 

11. For sin, taking occasion —(See on vcr. 8.) Deceived me, —Tile 
word is intensive—completely deceived me. The reference seems 
to he to the seduction of Eve, Gen. iii. 1-13; 2 Cor. xi. 3; 1 Tiin. 
ii. 14. What is there said of Satan is attributed to sin, which, as 
Lange says, “first made the commandment a provocation, and then a 
means of condemnation." The deception consisted in this, that the 
danger involved in committing the sinful act was overbalanced liv 
the pleasure which it would give. Inbred sin, in the rase assumed, 
does what Satan did in the case of our first parents. 
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12 Wherefore "the law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good. 

13 Was then that which is good made death unto mo? 
God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working 
death in me by that which is good; that sin by the com¬ 
mandment might become exceeding sinful. 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am car¬ 
nal, "sold under sin. 


12. Wherefore —So that it appears from the foregoing that the law 
indeed is holy. The particle \/u:e) requires <!>' in the a/xxlosis, but 
ver. 13 implies it. Jlolg, —Intrinsically pure, like God who enacted 
it—rccpiiring holiness by every precept and prohibition; and so, in 
particular, by the commanrlmrni in question, “Thou shalt not covet” 
—which is also jmt —requiring nothing which is not perfectly equi¬ 
table, and demanding that which is so; and good —being highly con¬ 
servative and beneficent in its tendency. 

13. Whs then —Has, then, the good heeomedcath to me? The law 
—an echo of the last word in ver. 12—opposed here to death, the 
great evil. Paul anticipates and answers an objection, as before. 
As though lie had said, remarks Anniniiis, “Sin, by this abuse of 
the law to seduce and kill us, has produced the eflectj that in return 
its own depravity and perverseness be made manifest by the law. 
This perverse depravity consists in sin working death by the law 
which is good, and in being made exceedingly sinful by the com¬ 
mandment. which is just and holy, and that it might not only be¬ 
come a sinner above measure by Us own wickedness, but also might 
be declared to be such by the instigation of the law, which it has so 
shamefully abused to produce these eHerts.” Exceeding tinftd. —The 
sinful principle thus develops all its capacity for sinfulness. There 
i6 nothing by which it can be compared but itself. 

14. For we hunt) —Paul frequently uses the plural in stating a rec¬ 
ognized fact: cf. Rom. ii. 2; viii. 22, 28, et at. Thai (he law is spirit- 
mi : —Unacted by God, who is a Spirit, expressing his character, and 
requiring a spiritual conformity thereto. lint / am earned, —The 
authorities are about equally divided between miptuuts; (text ree.} 
and mipeuvne— the former is camalis, the latter earnens , a stronger 
term; but they are used interchangeably. It might have been bet¬ 
ter to render “ fleshly,” as sarx, which so often occurs in X. T., is 
always (except in three cases) rendered “flesh,” and sarkirtos is ren¬ 
dered “ fleshly” in 2 Cor. iii. 3; so is sarkikos in 2 Cor. i. 12; 1 Pet. ii. 

11—elsewhere “ carnal.” The contrast here shows what is meant by 
fleshly—not corporeal, 1ml morally weak and depraved—opposed to 
the spirituality of the law, and unable to comply with its requisi¬ 
tions, though approving them. Tholuck: “Human nature, as weak 
and impotent Tor good.” Theodore! : “ He calls him fleshly (mrki- 
hm) who has not yet obtained spiritual rest.” Chrysostom: “Sian, 
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15 For that which I do, I f allow not: for p what I would, 
that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 



as comporting himself in the law, and before the law.” Sold under 
sin .—As a vanquished enemy was sold into slavery: the man de¬ 
scribed by the Ego being conquered by his passions is brought into 
slavery to sin. Alford well says, “This is the strongest assertion of 
man’s subjection to the slavery of sin in his carnal nature.” And 
yet, forsooth, this must be predicated of the regenerate, who are de¬ 
clared to be no more the servants of sin (John viii. 3f>; Korn. vi. 
17; viii.), even Paul himself, who says it was not so: “The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death” (viii. 2; 1 Cor. ix. 27). Tholuck: “The expres¬ 
sion was already common in Hebrew, and was applied to those who, 
as it were, stood under the disposition of the wicked one. 1 Kings 
xx. 25; 2 Kinp xvii. 17; 1 Macc. i. 15. So the rabbins." Meyer: 
“This unqualified assertion, ‘carnal, sold under sin,’ and that in 
contrast to ‘spiritual,’ ought to have prevented the misconception 
of Augustin, etc., in supposing this passage to refer to one already 
born again.” liengel shows that the change of the tense here is only 
in tiic apostle’s manner, for the sake of more lively expression, as in 
viii. 2, 4, 9, where he changes also from the first to the second per¬ 
son. Arminius: “The utmost care is evinced not to impose any 
ignominy on the law, or to ascribe any blame to it, and the entire 
mischief is attributed to the power of sin, and to the weakness of 
that man who is under the law.” “As if the apostle had said that 
the law is incapable of hindering the strength and operation of sin 
in men who are under the law, arises from this, that men under the 
law are carnal; in whom therefore the law, though it is spiritual, 
does not possess so much power as to enable it to restrain the strong 
inclination of the flesh to things which are evil and contrary to the 
law. And since sin, by a certain right of its own, exercises domin¬ 
ion over those men who are under the law, therefore it comes to 
pass that they have been made bond-slaves to sin, and arc bound 
and fettered like a purchased menial.” X.ange says: “Meyer in¬ 
correctly distinguishes the past tenses of vcr. 7-13, and the present 
tenses of ver. 14, by saying that in the former case Paul has de¬ 
scribed his psychological history before and under the law, and in 
the latter that he portrays his natural standing, ill opposition to the 
spiritual character of the law. But down to vcr. 13 he has rather 
portrayed the genesis of the really internal and legal stand-point. 
But after ver. 14 he describes the whole development of this stand¬ 
point—that is, llie inward conflict of the sinner who has perceived 
tlie inward character of the law.” Winer: “Sold under sin—into 
the power of sin.” 

15. For —Bengel: “For tends to. strengthen ‘sold.’ The slave 
serves an unworthy master, first joyfully, then with grief; lastly, 
he shakes off the yoke.” That which I do ,—Work out, produce, per- 
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Those, however, which follow the last judgment cannot so well he 
simply and absolutely called efficacious volition and nolition, to 
whieli the effect succeeds.” The unawakened sinner has one judg¬ 
ment and one volition: he chooses nothing but sin; the awakened 
sinner, vet unregenerate, and “under the law,” chooses holiness 
with velleitv, hut not with efficacious volition; the regenerate man 
does both—his volition follows “particular approbation,” as well as 
“general estimation.” It matters little, therefore, whether (liclo be 
rendered will, would, wish, or desire, provided it is not understood 
in the sense of that determination of the executive power of the 
soul which immediately precedes action; for in that sense no man 
can will to do that which he knows is impossible. Hence God works 
in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure. As it is will, it 
cannot be forced; hence there must be concurrence with divine in¬ 
fluence; but as it is in bondage, that influence is indispensable. 
This is the true evangelical synergism, which the apostle sets forth 
in this chapter, and those chapters which precede and follow. That 
do I not; —IT pi'umoi, practice—to do any thing habitually. In ver. 19 
it refers to evil, of which it is oftenest used ; and is frequently ren¬ 
dered “commit.” Acts xxv. 11, 25; Bom. t. 32; ii. 2. Hut what I 
hate ,—The same as “allow not,” or approve not, and “would not,” 
in the preceding and succeeding clauses. W. and W. say, gratui¬ 
tously: “A strong expression indicating an effort due to nothing 
short of regeneration. Ps. xcvii. 10; Prov. viii. 13; Ilcb. i. 9. For 
the identity of this experience with that of the regenerate, of. Gal. 
v. 17.” Surely those authors never read Arininius on Gal. v. 17, or 
they would have seen no such identity is there found, nor do the 
texts cited prove the position assumed. Of course, Christ and all 
good men hate evil; but then they hate it, and do not commit it, 
whereas the awakened, nnrcgcncrate sinner hates it, and yet com¬ 
mits it. The struggle in Gal. v. 17 is very different from that in 
Rom. vii. That do /.— Until —the usual word for “do”: so ver. 16. 
Whitby: “‘Being allured with pleasure, we,’ say Theodorct and 
(Ecuincnius, ‘oft do those things which arc abominable, as being 
opposite to the law;’ for whilst the law represents sin as pernicious 
and destructive both to soul and body, it is as natural for all men 
to hate it as to love themselves; but then, as Photius saith, when 
the sweetness, or pleasure, of the action is [imposed to the mind, the 
hatred goes off; and the soul is wrought up to an affection to it; and 
thus it is with every enlightened man that sins against his eon- 
science, and doth the evil which he would not do. ‘These words,’ 
saith Origen, ‘show that the carnal man, of whom he speaks, en¬ 
deavors a little to resist his vices by the instinct of the law of nature, 
but that at last he is overcome by them, and oppressed with them.’ ” 
Kiddle well remarks, “It is a gratuitous inference that a reference 
of this verse to the unregenerate implies a contradiction of the de¬ 
pravity of the human will.” Heathen writers abound in references 
to this contrariety in man—the war between conscience and passion. 
See Tliucyd. Ilistor., lib. iii., c. 45; ITiod. Sic. Biblioth., lib. i., e. 71; 
Xenophon Cyrop., lib. vi., c. i., see. 21; Eurip. Medea, v. 1077; 
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16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto 
the law that it is good. 

17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. 


s Enchirid., lib. ii., c. 26; Seneca, Epist. ii 


Tholnrk quotes from Rab. Alcksandric: “Lord of the worlds, known 
and open it is to thee, that onr will is to execute thine; and who 
prevents it? The leaven that is in the lump.” “Grotius justly ob¬ 
serves, however, that it must be a sad tiling indeed if the Christian, 
as such, could apply these sayings to himself.” 

10. If then —Now seeing that 1 wish not to do what the law forbids, 
and yet do it, I add my voice to that of the law, that it is good— 
beaulilul, excellent, noble—the word is «<Mc ,—comprehending all 
t lie traits specified in ver. 12. Bengal: “ The assent of a man to the 
law against himself is a remarkable trait of religion—a great testi¬ 
mony for God.” This trait of religion is produced by preventing as 
well as by regenerating grace—indeed, the former must precede the 
latter. Thus the Penitential Psalm: 


17. Now —Tholuck, Alford, and others, say that vtm is merely 
logical, not temporal. “ But,” as Lange says, “it denotes not merely 
a continued movement in the treatment, but also in the subject dis¬ 
cussed. The understanding has first entered upon the side of the 
law-; now this is dime also by the real will of the Ego” Augustin, 
Grotius, Arminius, Cocceius, ICoppc, and others, make mini tempo¬ 
ral ; but they differ as to the specified time. Calvinists refer it to 
the state of regeneration—Arminians, to the time which precedes 
regeneration, after awakening, before which the Ego was the willing 
slave Of sin. The Ego is now ideally distinguished from sin, and 
the Ilcsh, through which sin operates. Arminius is, as usual, judi¬ 
cious: “As if lie had said, ‘Formerly, when I was without the law, 
I committed sin; bat now, when I am under the law’, I no longer 
commit, but sin that dwelleth in me.' This is in unison with what 
is said in ver. 9, ‘ For I was alive without the law once,’ or formerly; 
‘but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.’ For 
while he ‘ was alive without the law’,' he committed evil without any 
reluctance of mind or of will. Therefore, at that time, he did evil; 
but now, being placed under the law, he undoubtedly commits sin, 
but he does it against his conscience, and not without resistance on 
the part of his will. Wherefore, the cause and culpability of sin 
must be ascribed, not so much to the man himself as to the violent 
impulse of sin.” But sin that dwelleth in me .—Arminius shows that 
existing and dwelling are very different—the latter denoting not only 
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18 For I know that *in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelletli 
no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good, I find not. 

19 For the good that I would, I do not; but the evil 
which I would not, that I do. 

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 


occupancy, but also domination. Sin may exist in the regenerate, 
but it does not reign in them; it does reign in the unregenerate, 
even in the awakened. As the demoniac is controlled by the demon 
that possesses him, so the awakened sinner is controlled by sin, 
which has taken possession of him. Sin is the principal; the Ego 
is the miserable partner in this diabolical business. 

18. For I know —By experience, as here detailed. That in me — 
The same Ego, but qualified. That is, in my flesh ,—The corrupt 
nature, as distinguished, not from the IIolv Spirit, but from “the 
mind,” ver. 25. Arminius: “Though the word flesh, in the ab¬ 
stract, be urged, yet the whole man may be called flesh, but not the 
whole of man; for the mind which condemns sin, and justifies the 
law, is not flesh. But this very same mind may in some degree be 
called carnal, because it is in a man who is carnal, and because the 
flesh, which fights against the mind, brings the whole man into cap¬ 
tivity to the law of sin, and by this means has the predominance in 
that man.” No good reigns in the unregenerate though awakened 
sinner, while no sin reigns in the regenerate: if good ceases to reign 
in them, they cease to be regenerate. Chrysostom beclouds the sub¬ 
ject by making the flesh mean the body, which he labors to show is 
not itself evil. For to will is present with me ;—To wish, or the wish¬ 
ing, lies near me; but to work out, to produce, that which is good— 
70 saUv —the desirable, the right. I find not ,—The omission of 
cvpionu in A, B, C, Sin., and some cursives, and Fathers, and ver¬ 
sions, was probably occasioned by a failure to understand it. It is 
in other MSS. and versions—Vulg., non inrenio. Bengel: “My 
mind, though seeking, does not really find it.” And yet he is re¬ 
generate! The verse ends very abruptly without this word, which 
is probably genuine. 

19. For —Confirmatory. This, says Lange, “points to a fountain 
of wicked actions, which proceeds immediately from the unconscious 
life in opposition, and this is the darkness of the sensuous life.” 

20. Now —But if I do that which I wish not, it is no longer I that 
produce it, but the sin dwelling in me. The Ego is the man him¬ 
self, who disowns his own sinful acts. They are his, for he performs 
them: he will not claim them, because indwelling Bin, which has 
the mastery, forced him to the performance. 
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21 I find then a law, that when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. 

22 For I 'delight in the law of God, after “the inward 

23 But ‘I see another law in “my members warring 


t Ps. 1. 2.—s2 Cor. 4.10; Eph. 3.10; Col. 3. 9,10.—(Gal. 5. 17—noli. & 13,19. 


21. I find then —I find therefore the law, that when I am wishing 
to do the good, the evil is present with me. Chrysostom, who seems 
to restrict “the evil” to “the evil moral choice” and “sinful ac¬ 
tions,” considers this an obscure passage. The construction seems 
involved. Mevcr considers the law referred to, the law of Moses! 
It rather means, as Parkhurst says, here and in vcr. 23, 2-5; viii. 2, 
“a force, or principle of action, equivalent to a law.” The article 
has the force of a pronoun, thin law. Wesley renders “a law,” hut 
lie well defines it, “An inward constraining power, (lowing from the 
dictate of corrupt nature.” The or/, “that,” is put before the last 
clause, perhaps to give it prominence; but our idiom seems to re¬ 
quire its transposition, as in A. V. 

22. Fur —This is a farther development of the thought. I delight — 
Lit., I am pleased with—stronger than “consent to,” vcr. 16. The 
more the sinner learns of the law of (Jod, the more beauty will ho 
see injt, that he should desire eonformitv to its requirements. No 
argument is required to prove that an awakened sinner, not yet re¬ 
generate, can be pleased with the law of God, though it condemns 
him: indeed, it is dillieiill to see how he could repent of his viola¬ 
tions of the lmv, and desire to be able to keep its precepts, if he 
were not thus afleetcd by its great excellence. Jixperienee settles 
that question. Chrysostom says, “lie means, For 1 knew even be¬ 
fore this what was good, but when 1 find it set down in writing, I 
praise it.” After the immril mini :—It is strange that any should 
consider this the new man—the regenerate nature! The phrase oc¬ 
curs in Kph. iii. 16, and a similar one in 2 Cor. iv. 16, where it is 
contrasted not with the carnal mind, but with the body, as the out¬ 
ward man. So “the hidden man of the heart,” I Pet. iii. 4. It 
means the soul, whose intellect sees the beauty of the law, whose af¬ 
fections are stirred by the sight, and whose will decides for it, though 
powerless to execute its behests, for the reason assigned. Arniinius 
cites numerous testimonies of the Fatheits and modern divines for 

23. lint I xei —Hut I behold a different law in my members. Hen- 
gel: “Prom the higher region of the soul, as from a watch-tower, 
which is called linns, the mind, and is the repository of conscience.” 
It is common for a man to speak of himself, and of his soul or 
body, as if they were distinct from bis personality. Another line — 
A different law—force, or principle of action, as in ver. 21. In my 
memtiirn —The organs of the body, as energized bv the “passions of 
sins.” (See on ver. 5.) Wurrhuj mjainxl— Cf. Janies iv. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 
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gainst the law of my mind, and bringing me into captiv- 
y to the law of sin which is in my members. 

24 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
om ||the body of this death? 

25 *1 thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So 

I Or, this body of death—xl Cor. 15. 57. 

. The law of my mind, —Which is the law of God subjectively 
nsidered—as the mind, or inward man, approves of the law of 
id, and adopts it as the rule of life, or principle of action. And 
inf/inn me into captirity —Conquering and capturing and making me 
or to the law of sin—that evil force which exists in the organs of 
y lower nature. (See on ver. 14, 21.) 

24. 0 wretched man that lam! —Me miserable! ITe lias reached 
e profoundcst depths of self-despair. His own reason, the law, 
ery thing—powerless. “There is no health in us”—no means of 
Ivation. Who shall —Who will deliver me? This is the turning- 
int. He has some idea of the means of deliverance. The tear of 
pcntance begins to drop from the eve of faith. From the body of 
s death! —Not this dead body—no reference to the chaining of a 
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then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin. 


purpose of tlic apostle to prove in this investigation.” Maeknight 
supplies the clli|isis from vcr. 24, thus: “I thank God, who delivers 
me through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ain, “through,” docs not here 
mean, “1 render thanks through the mediation of Christ,” or, “in 
his name;” hut, i render thanks that through Jesus Christ I get de¬ 
liverance. Paul could hardly help referring to his own ease, which 
elicited this outburst; hut then he refers to it as appropriating the 
case lie was personating. Such ejaculations are in Paul’s manner. 
.So thru, —This inference is merely the conclusion of the digression 
concerning the man under law struggling for deliverance—vcr 7-25. 
The general conclusion as to equal privileges of Jew and Gentile— 
the great question under consideration—is presented in the following 
chapters. Chrysostom: “lie recalled to mind our former condition 
again in these words.” With the mind —Those who interpret this 
passage according to the later and erroneous view of Augustin con¬ 
sider “the mind” the regenerate part of the apostle, and “the flesh” 
the unregenerate: so that, possessing two natures at the same time, 
he could serve two masters, God and sin! This is Manichcism with 
a witness! The mind here means “the inward man,” ver. 22, as it 
does in ver. 23, ns “the flesh” means the same as in ver. 18. I mg- 
self —The same Th/ti of whom he has been discoursing: this seems to 
he the force of the " "to* prefixed to the Ego. The late of Ond ;— 
God’s law—a law of God, anarthrous—as in the following case, “a 
law of sin”—perhaps to bring out more cmphnticallv the contrast 
between the two masters, God anil sin. In his unawaicened state lie 
served only one master, sin; when awakened he served both God 
and sin; hut as that cannot he done effectually, sin gained the mas¬ 
tery, and God was really not served at all; but in the regenerate 
stale, as described in the next chapter, he does not serve sin at all, 
hut only God (viii. 2)—where there is the first mention of “ the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”—a very different tiling from 
the law of God, or the law of the mind, which approves of it, hut 
has no power to obey it, and cannot have till it is imparted hy the 
regenerating Spirit. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

1 They that are in Christ, and live according to the Spirit, arc free from 
condemnation. 5, 13 What harm eomelh of the flesh, (i, 14 and what 
goad of the Spirit: 17 and what of being God's child, 19 whose glorious 
deliverance all things long for, 29 teas beforehand decreed from Got!. 38 
What ran sever us from his love ? 





ROMANS. 


[A.D. CO. 


T HERE is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which ore in Christ Jesus, who “walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For ‘the law of 'the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath 
made me free from ‘‘the law of sin and death. 


VIII.—1. There is therefore now —Bloomfield and others say, “An 
inference from vii. 25.” Wesley and others, “The apostle here re¬ 
sumes the thread of his discourse, which was interrupted vii. 7.” 
Tholnck: “These words cannot he looked upon as a conclusion de¬ 
rived from what immediately precedes, hut are rathor an inference 
from chap. iii. to the subject of which the apostle again returned in 
the secend half of chap, v.” He properly, however, suggests that it 
refers to “the main point of the Epistle, the free justification of 
Christians; accordingly this hpn (‘therefore’), as conclusive in ref¬ 
erence to the man converted, forms a sharp contrast with the a/m of 
vii. 25, as conclusive in reference to the man in a legal state.” Pa¬ 
pists and Aiignstinians, therefore, find here no support to their no¬ 
tion that the war between llcsh and mind continues, but the believer 
is not condemned for the sins which through the flesh he commits! 
No condemnation —K aruKpipa, as in v. 18. They no longer violate 
the precept, and so are not included in the penalty, and past offenses 
are pardoned through faith—as v. 1. Jn Christ Jesus, —Not merely 
in his mystical body, the Church, but in union with him by faith, 
as the branches are in the vine. John xv. Who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. —This clause is omitted in many good MSS., 
versions, and Fathers, and the words “but after the Spirit” in many 
more, and many critics consider it an interpolation from ver. 4: i’t 
is thought, too, that the parallelism is injured by its insertion, which 
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3 For 'xvhat the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, •'God sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful Hesh, and || for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 



Jesus, as Ileumann and Tholuok express it, is “the impulse of that 
new and godly life-principle which spiritual fellowship with Christ 
imparls.” Tins life-principle is produced by the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord and the Life-giver—who will come more prominently into 
notice in ver. 9, 11, 14, 1C. Hath made me free —Freed me: the 
unrist refers to the time of conversion, when the deliverance came. 
From the. lam of sin and death. —The controlling power of sin and of 
death, as in vii. 24, 25. Strange that any one should suppose this 
refers to the moral or the Mosaic law! The believer, indeed, is freed 
from “the law of commandments contained in ordinances,” and from 
every law (except “the law of faith”), as the ground of justification, 
but not as a rule of life and final judgment. Cf. ver. 4 and ii. 12, 
13. This is a line example of the expulsive power of a contrary and 
superior affliction. Tho lovo of Hod excludes all baser loves. 

3. Fin —[Explanatory of ver. 2. The construction of this clause, 
as a nominations ]>rnden;i (as in Hob. viii. 1), is tho simplest sug¬ 
gested, and requires no supplied words, but only proper punctuation, 
to bring out the sense of the verse: For that which was impossible 
bv the law, because it was weak through tho flesh—God, sending 
his own Son in likeness of sinful flesh, and on account of sin, con¬ 
demned sin in the flesh. The law —Whether of Moses or of nature, 
could not effect our justification and sanctification—not because it is 
imperfect in itself, for it is “holy” (vii. 12), but because it has to 
operate through our fallen nature—it was relatively weak —it could 
neither pardon sin nor prevent it, and produce holiness. Chrysos¬ 
tom makes j/csA here mean, “not the essence and subsistence, but 
tho more carnal sort of mind;” so in ver. 8, 9. Strange that he 
Bliould construe it anywhere, in this discussion, of the bodily organ¬ 
isation! God sending —This comprehends all that Christ was sent 
to accomplish. Ills own. Son —This implies the eternal filiation of 
the Second Person in the Godhead; he was a Son—God’s Son, in a 
peculiar, pregnant sense, before he was sent—hence the greatness 
of the love which sent him. John iii. 16. In the likeness of sinful 
Jlrsli, —Lit., “in likeness of flesh of sin.” In John i. 14 it is said, 
“The Word was made flesh”—cf. lleb. ii. 14—but the distinction 
here is to be carefully noted, as it was by the orthodox Fathers. 
Philippi well says Christ did not appear in the flesh of sin, which 
was the Fhionitc view, nor in the likeness of Hesh, which was the 
Docetie notion, but in the likeness of the flesh of sin, which is the 
lliblico-Panline view. Irvingitcs and other fanatics get no support 
here for their heresy that Christ's assumed human nature was iden¬ 
tical with ours, in sin as well as ill infirmity—contrary to Jleb. iv. 
Id and 2 Cor. v. 21. A ml for niti, —Connected with the preceding. 
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4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, 3 who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

5 For '‘they that are after the flesh, do mind the things 

Christ appeared like a sinner, on account of sin—of course, to sep¬ 
arate sin from sinners. “He was manifested to take away our sins, 
and in him is no sin” (I John iii. 5). In this connection the phrase 
cannot he restricted to the meaning, “by a sacrifice for sin.” Con¬ 
demned sin —Condemned the sin—that which he came to destroy. 
There is an echo of the katnkrima in ver. 1. Stuart finds a paro¬ 
nomasia: “There is now no katakrima for Christians; but there is 
a katakrima for their carnal appetites and desires.” Sin is con¬ 
demned when its guilt being pardoned in justification, its inbeing 
is adjudged to destruction by sanctification. In the flesh: —To be 
joined with condemned. It is not his flesh, nor our flesh, but the 
flesh—that which he assumed in common with us—in our nature, 
sinless in him, sinful in us, he accomplished every thing necessary 
for our complete deliverance from sin—a salvation which is to bo 
realised by us in a life of faith and obedience, as in ver. 4. 

4. That the righteousness of the low — Aiuatu/m here cannot mean jus¬ 
tification, but the righteous requirements of the law, as set forth in 
ch. vi. Chrysostom: “The end, the scope, the well-doing. For what 
was its design? and what did it enjoin? To be without sin. This, 
then, is made good to ns now through Christ.” Might be fulfilled in 
us, —The passive form imports that God worketh in us to will and 
to do of his good pleasure; but he cannot work in ns without our 
concurrence—he works, and we work with him. Some stumble at 
the word “fulfilled,” objecting that perfection in obedience is not to 
be expected in this life. But why not? It is commanded, and pro¬ 
vision is made for its attainment. All that the law requires is to 
love God with all our powers, and to love our neighbor as ourselves; 
and it is scarcely reverent to say that God requires of us impossibil¬ 
ities. Riddle says: "The fulfillment does not take place at once, 
nor in this life, perhaps; but surely must be the end (comp. Eph. ii. 
10; Col. i. 22), and that it is in the apostle’s mind here is evident 
from the latter part of the chapter.” Who walk not —(See on ver. 2.) 
Kiddle demurs at Lange’s statement that this “ is not only the char¬ 
acteristic but also the necessary condition of believers;” but he ad¬ 
mits “that this is a condition of the final fulfillment—a condition 
which implies the Divine Spiritual power as its cause.” Of course; 
but this dynamic influence cannot operate on natures which are not 
plastic to it, and concurrent with it: this synergism is all but self- 
evident. How can a poor, weak creature like fallen man make the 
slightest movement toward obedience without the Divine Spirit? 
and how can the Spirit operate upon a free agent without his con¬ 
currence? not only for “the final fulfillment” of the works of the 
law, hut for the performance of any moral action ? 

5. For they that —For they who are according to flesh mind the 
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of tlie flesli: but they that are after the Spirit, 'the things 
of the Spirit. 

(i For *fto he carnally minded id death; but f to be spir¬ 
itually minded is life and peaee: 

7 Because f 'the carnal mind is enmity against God: for 
it is not subject to the law of God, "neither indeed can be. 

22, 2;i.—fcrh. 0. 21; vela i:t; flal. 0. s.—) f■ 1‘ , Ihcviiminuiof the Sr-Ji: so 

(lorn's of tire llcsli, but those according to spirit, (lie things of the 
spirit. This is a development of ver. 4. The sentiment is nearly 
the same, as Matt. vii. IS. lysimimn comes from o/J'/r, the mind, or 
sold, and means to set the mind, comprehending thought, alleetions, 
and will, upon any object, as in Matt. xvi. 23; Phil. iii. 19; Col. iii. 
2: so the noun in ver. (i, 7. 27m thing* of the Jlesh: —All that belong 
to our fallen nature—till that are opposed to the spirit. 1 John ii. 
Hi. The flesh prompts to sin; the spirit, to holiness: the bent of 
the regenerate and of the unregenerate is in opposite directions. 

(>. For to be carnally minded is death; —A good reason why the spir¬ 
itual man will not mind the flesh. This is the opposite of life and 
peace, as in ver. 2; vi. 23. This translation gives the sense, though 
one more literal would he preferred; it is hard to find an adequate 
rendering. Jn the Ninth Anglican Article, “Of Original or Birth 
Sin,” it is said, “This infection of nature doth remain in them that 
are regenerated, whereby the lust of the flesh, called in Greek C.n'i- 
vtgm aa/iKin;, which some do expound the wisdom, some sensuality, 
some the affection, some the desire of the flesh, is not subject to the 
law of God.” M'ycliflc has “prudence;” Rlicims and Geneva, “ wis¬ 
dom;” Rotherham, “preference;” Alford and others, “mind of the 
flesh;” but Alford explains, “thoughts, cares, and aims;” Grotius 
and Castalio, stadium, which cannot perhaps he better represented 
in Knglish than by “the minding of the flesh,” as in our margin, 
Parkluirst, and Macknight. Chrysostom says, “Carnal-mindedness 
is the reasoning which is earthly, gross, and eager-hearted after the 
things of this life and its wicked doings.” Hut to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace: —But the minding of the spirit—obeying “the im¬ 
pulse of that new and godly life-principle,” noted in ver. 2—is life 
—blessedness, in vital union with God through faith (John xvii. 2), 
as the opposite (death) is the sum of all misery, as it is separation 
from God, the source of all bliss. Peace is added, because of the 
contrast of “enmity” in the next verse. As the soul is in harmony 
with itself, and with the law, and government, and loyal subjects of 
God, there must he “the peace of God, which passeth all under¬ 
standing.” Phil. iv. 7; James iii. 17,18: see on Rom. v. 1. Peace 
thus results from sanctification, as well as from justification. 

7. Jteeause the carnal mind —Because the minding of the flesh is 
enmity toward God. The word is not too strong; for lie who is de¬ 
voted to sin hates God who forbids and punishes it. For it is not 
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8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 
that "the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any man 
have not” the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of 
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 



rubjccl to the law of GW,—For it does not submit itself—it is in the 
middle voire. Sin is lawlessness (1 John iii. 4), in its very nature 
hostile to the law and the Lawgiver. This antagonism of our fleshly 
disposition, our unregenerate nature, to the law of God, is the bur¬ 
den of eh. vii. 

8. So then —Af docs not seem to be adversative (as Alford), but 
metabolic: And they who are in the flesh—in an unregenerate state 
—cannot please God. —It implies that they may attempt to do so, but 
will fail, as is shown in eh. vii. 

9. But ye are not in the flesh, —Ye, however, are not in flesh, but 
in spirit, if so be that God’s Spirit dwells in you. Here the Holy 
Spirit, as the Lord and Life-giver, the efficient Agent in our regen¬ 
eration, is brought distinctly to notice. He enables our spirit to 
dominate the flesh. (See on ver. I, 2.) He dwells in us, so as to 
regulate all our thoughts, feelings, and purposes—as if the apostle 
had said. Ye are not in an unregenerate, but in a regenerate state— 
not hating God, but pleasing him, as ye are influenced by his Spirit. 
Now, if any man —If, however, any man has not Christ's spirit, he is 
npne of his. Biddle says: “This is a dictum, probans for the West¬ 
ern doctrine of the procession of the Holy Ghost from the Father 
and the Son ( Filioque , Synod of Toledo, A.D. 589). This was the 
final contribution to the doctrinal statement of the Trinity.” If the 
reference is to the ThiiS Person of the Godhead, it favors the eco¬ 
nomical rather than the ontological procession from the Son as well 
as from the Father: both constitute “the Western doctrine” of the 
Filioque. John xvi. 7, 14, 15. Tholuck: “We have here a warn¬ 
ing that faith, which is only seated in the understanding, is not ac¬ 
counted Christianity. There is in the true Christian the life of 
Christ. The nvevpa Xpiarov is made the same with the nvebpa Oeov 
in the preceding context, and the same with the Xpioric in the one 
following, inasmuch as the spirit of the Redeemer is but a peculiar 
manifestation of the spirit [Spirit] of God. John xvii. 10.” This 
is somewhat confused: what he means, perhaps, is that the Holy 
Spirit so operates in the believer as to produce in him “the mind of 
Christ.” This is a caveat against Antinomian abuse of the doctrine 
of faith. 

When from the curse he sets us free, 

N Them!nistcr o" sin. S SO " *° b ° 

10. And if Christ be in you, —The it contrasts with the preceding: 
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11 But if the Spirit of '’him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, 'he that raised up Christ from the 


verb is, supplied, assumes the fact: but if Christ is 
profess. Christ is in believers personally, by bis own 
in them representatively, by the Iioly Spirit; and 
ir possessing bis spirit, or mind—which seems, from 


i tig in ihitd —The pin, omitted by 
red “indeed:” the meaning is, 
.lie bodv of sin,” but our corpo- 
in of Adam—an echo of eh. v. 12. 
—“ mortal,” as in the next verse, 
it the Micvcr’s soul—bis spirit, 
ml as the subject of the IIolv 
permeated by the spirit of life 
it for the concrete, for emphasis. 
Ihe tiring Spirit, but life, to show 
a.” But Tholuek well says, “ It 
irit of man, as is clear from the 
tins of rightcmtsucss. —Mackllight: 


oval of the inbeing (i 
. ltiddle paraphrasi 
l- body indeed is den 


.lentil, aniLabout to die on account of sin, whose clients are not yet 
totally removed, but your spirit, permeated by the Iioly Spirit, is 
life already, and to be yet more truly so, on account of righteous-: 
ness, implanted in you by the Holy Spirit, in virtue of your union 


11. Hut if —If, moreover, the Spirit of him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead is dwelling in you. The circumlocution (repeated) 
contains an argument. What God did for Jesus we may fairly ex¬ 
pect him to do for all who have his Spirit abiding in them. He 
will not leave the work incomplete. The moral resurrection (of the 
soul) shall in due time be followed by the physical resurrection— 
the body also shall be raised. Cf. John v. 24-2!); 1 Cor. xv. 20-23; 
Kph. i. 19-22. lie that raised up Christ —Ilis official name, as the 
action passes over to us: the name Jesus in the former clause refers 
to bis person, and recalls the historic fact of his resurrection. Shall, 
also quicken —- Rotherham: “Will make alive even yonr death- 
doomed bodies.” The word koonoujaet, “will make alive,” was 
probably used rather than “raise,” because of the C<j//, “life,” in 
vcr. 10. A living body will be prepared for a living spirit. Cf. 
Gen. ii. 7; iii. 20. Ill/ his Spirit —Instead of the genitive, about an 
equal number of authorities have the accusative, rendered in the 
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dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies || by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you. 

12 r Therefore, brethren, we arc debtors not to the flesh, 
to live after the flesh. 

13 For ‘if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 


margin, “because of his Spirit.” The Macedonians adopted this 
reading to evade the argument of the orthodox for the divine per¬ 
sonality of the IIolv Spirit founded on the genitive—which asserts 
that he is the Agent in the quickening. Alford thinks that the ac¬ 
cusative may hear that sense—perhaps it is better to say it is not 
incompatible with it. The resurrection of Christ is attributed to 
cacii Person in the Trinity (see on Rom. i. 4); so the resurrection 
of believers. The term mortal bodies (sec on vi. 12) fixes the sense 
—physical, not ethical. Doubtless there is a certain quickening of 
the body of the regenerate before death, as it is no longer the in¬ 
strument of sin; but it is “our vile body” till it is raised front the 
grave, of which an earnest is given by the indwelling Spirit, who, 
of course, will be an Agent in the resurrection at the last day. 2 

The Spirit raise^mySnviour up, 


Chrysostom makes a distinction where there seems to be no differ¬ 
ence: “All shall rise, yet not all to life, but some to punishment, 
and some to life. This is why he did not say ‘shall raise up,’ but 
‘shall quicken.’ And this is a greater thing than resurrection, and 
is given to the just only; and the cause of this honor he adds in the 
words, By his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

12. Therefore, —Illativefromver.il. Brethren, —He uses this en¬ 
dearing appellation in various parts of this Epistle, to gain a favor¬ 
able hearing to his exhortations, reproofs, etc. We are debtors —We 
owe fealty to God, who has done and promised to do so much for us. 
Not to the flesh, —Our corrupt nature has no just claim on us. To lire 
after the flesh. —We are under no obligation to live according to its 

13. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: —Ye must die—death 
in every sense is the unavoidable result—though Satan said, “Ye 
shall not surely die.” (See on ver. G.) But if ye through the Spirit — 
But if in spirit ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
Turner: “II veii/ian may be translated ‘in the spirit,’ and explained 
of the Christian’s spiritual state in opposition to a former carnal one; 
or, ‘by the spirit,’ meaning by the influence of the spiritual charac¬ 
ter implanted in him; but it is better to retain the usual exposition, 
the Holy Spirit, as he is the Agent by whom alone we are enabled 
to live conformably to our obligations, and as in the next verse be is 
spoken of as the leader of God’s children.” It may be construed, 1, 





A.D. 60.] CHAPTER VIII. 101 

through the Spirit do ‘mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
sliull live. 

14 For "as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
arc the sons of God. 

_ t Kph. i. gj; Col. 3. fi.—). Oiil. 5. 18. _ 

“ in the Holy Spirit”—in communion with him; or, 2, “through the 
Holy Spirit”-—the instrumental dative—which produces this result; 
or, 6, ‘‘through the believer’s spirit”—the instrumental dative; or, 
4, “in spirit.” As the noun has not the article, nor it id (“through”), 
nor any other preposition, and as (lesh and spirit arc thus contrasted 
through this section, and the usus loquendi favors it (cf. 1 Cor. vii. 
31; xiv. 2; 2 Cor. ii. 13; liev. iv. 2; xvii. 3; xxi. 10), it is best to 
render “ in spirit”—the higher nature dominating the lower nature. 
Hut as this takes place under the conduct and by the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, as noted in the next verse, the difference of con¬ 
struction is of no practical moment. We cannot put to death the 
deeds of the body—no matter hy what penances—without the Holy 
Spirit; anil he, of course, cannot do it in us without our concurrence. 
1 Cor. ix. 27. The deeds of (lie My, —Ilpiiffif is sometimes used in a 
good sense, as “The -Ids of the Apostles;” or in an indifferent sense, 
as Matt. xvi. 27; Horn. xii. 4; but elsewhere in a had sense, as Luke 
xxiii. 51; Acts xix. 18; Col. iii. 9—which last place, “ye have put 
oil' the old man with his deeds,” is near akin to this place—as “ flic 
old man” means “the flesh,” or corrupt nature, and the body is here 
used in nearly the same sense; for it is not simply the physical or¬ 
ganisation which is meant, but the body as it is actuated hy sin in 
the members. (Sec on vi. 12.) By misunderstanding this, some 
early copyists substituted “flesh” for “body.” Ye shall live. —It is 
not necessary, with Alford and others, to exclude the natural result 
of this discipline, though, of course, the divine benefaction is to be 
kept prominent — the life extending to eternity, ltom. vi. 23. 
Chrysostom, who understands by body, as well as by flesh, the phys¬ 
ical organization, gives an arbitrary solution; “It is not the essence 
of the body whereof he is discoursing, but the deeds of the flesh— 
and not all deeds, but such as are evil—not seeing, hearing,” etc. 
(that is, we must not commit suicide!)—we must “mortify those 
which tend toward wickedness,” etc. Middleton says: “Ilveii/ian is 
here evidently used in the adverbial sense to mean spiritually, for it 
is opposed to Kara ad/ma , carnally, in the preceding clause: irvev/ian 
Otoii also in the next verse seems to mean little more. Macknight, 
however, understands both these of the Holy Spirit, as if we had 
read i >-«, or did rov ' Ky’um Uvev/ia-oe ; for some preposition is, I think, 
always used when an act is said to have been accomplished through 
the agency of the Holy Spirit." 

14. For —This states the basis of the assurance in ver. 13. As 
many —And no more. As are led —If they are under the guidance 
of Cod’s Spirit, they will lead holy lives. They are —These are 
Cod’s sons —being like Cod, partakers of a divine nature, they show 











ROMANS. 


[A.D. CO. 


■e have not received the spirit of bondage again 
at ye have received the 'Spirit of adoption, 
cry, “Abba, Father. 

Hcb. 2. 15.-J/2 Tim. 1. 7; 1 John 4. 18,-zIsa. 50. 5; Gal. 4. 5, 


r. 1 Pet. i. 23; 2 Pet. i. 4; 1 John iii. 9. Alford and 
lat they are called “sons,” not “children”—being a 
ire mature relation—Gal. iv. 6. Christ is never called 
God,” but “the Son of God.” But rtirwi, “children,” 
tievcrs, ver. 16, 17, 21; cf. John i. 12—where it is 
rendered “sons.” 

mfirmatory of the preceding. I'e have not received — 
received not, refers to the time of their regeneration, 
spirit of bondage again unto fear—such a servile 
vliicli they had before their conversion, described in 
e the word irri )jv, “back,” or “again.” lint ye have re- 
! received a spirit of sonship, wherein we cry, Abba, 
filial disposition was infused in justification (which is 
aimed with adoption) and regeneration, by the Holy 
specified in the next verse. There is danger of prai¬ 
se made of this metaphorical language: whether the 
should be used, or “sonship;” whether the reference 
in law, which made all children, including thoadopt- 
egard to privileges, or the Jewish law, which allowed 
a double inheritance—these and other nice points 
ably had in view by the apostle. As children arc like 
-as they have many tokens of their filiation, and as 
es as well as obligations belong to the filial relation— 
iclievcrs in Christ. He is their Elder Brother, and 
hey acquire the adoption of sons—he being the Eirst- 
lanv brethren. As justification stands related to sane- 
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16 ‘The Spirit itself bearcth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God: 


i; Kph. 1. 


think the Greek word is used to explain the Chakhiic; but it is rep¬ 
resented as a part of the cxelainaiion. Augustin, Calvin, and others, 
suggest that the bilingual form shows that both Jews and Gentiles 
enjoy the common privilege; but Christ used the bilingual form in 
the garden—surely not for explanation, or for the other reason. Ku- 
ehoiogies arc not to be governed by ordinary rules—they are the lan¬ 
guage of feeling. The English liturgy abounds in bilingual forms 
and passionate expressions. Luther renders, “Dear Father;" ef. 
licit.. Mi. “Mr Father,” 2 Kings ii. 12; Jer. iii. 4. The Svriae ren- 
' Middleton says: “Thearticle has here the force 
noun; the addition is expressive of the most im- 
Altba was the Oriental term bv which children 
d their parents; the addition of ‘my Father’ was 
t solemnity and force.” ISut surely Abba was a 
familiar address. Those who construe s-m'/m in 
it reach the same conclusion—thus Ols- 
d the one true Spirit: this Spirit leaves 


“My Fathci 


miliarly add re 



n th such a state a;, 
state of fear and bondage 
e only to that of children: 
m alone is without tear and without the feeling 
; with the awakening (vii. 10-24) fear begins; 
nn (vii. 2,1, etc.), love.” 

[//■—The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit, 
l of God. Wyclillc: “And the like Spirit yicld- 
i Tyndale and Cranmcr: “The same 


same Spirit beareth witness with our spirit.” Hut if revebpa ir. _ 

15 meant the lloly Spirit, still this rendering is not allowed by the 
order of the words. Wilier says: “To abru -vtr/ta means the some 
{Spirit; but airrb to irvcipa, the Spirit himself. Kru. 107. Comp, for 
the former Rom. is. 21; Phil. i. 30; Luke vi. 38; xxiii. 40; 2 Cor. 
iv. 13; for the latter, Rom. viii. 20; 1 Cor. xv. 28; 2 Cor. xi. 14; 
John xvi. 27.” Rlicims has it right, literally from the Vulgate, 
“For the Spirit himself ( ipse) givctli testimony to our spirit.” For 
grammatical concord the neuter avrb is used, agreeing with icvevpa, 
which is neuter; but as it designates a person, it should be rendered 
ill the masculine—“himself”—as our translators have done in John 
xiy. 17, el al. There are two parlies here—the Holy Spirit and our 
spirit; hilt it is a joint attestation—not as if the Holy Spirit deposed 
to the fact, and our spirit independently corroborated it; or vice 
rcr.s,f, as ll.oluck: “Our spirit concludes that we are the children of 
God: his Spirit impresses the seal upon that conclusion.” The 
Holy Spirit operates upon our spirit, so as to induce concurrent ac- 
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17 And if children, then heirs: 'heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ; d if so be that wc suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified together. 

18 For I reckon, that 'the sufferings of this present time 
arc not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us. 


17. Zv/i/iapTvpriv here, as at ii. 15, is not of the same import with 
the simple verb—a twofold witness rather is here spoken of, that 
actually indeed blends again to one, wherein, however, a positive 
and a negative side may be distinguished.” 

17. .1 ml if children, —Hut if children, also heirs. This states the 
consequence—among all people, children inherit their father's prop¬ 
erty. Ilcirs of God ,—Clod’s heirs, indeed, but Christ’s joint-heirs. 
The per ("indeed”)—omitted by our translators—corresponding to 
the ib: (“but”) in the next clause, must not bo overlooked. We are 
constituted heirs by the Father, though we are joint-heirs with his 
First-born—ver. 21), 30; Ileb. i. 2; 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23; John xvii. 
22. The metaphor is not to lie pressed. The meaning is, as Christ, 
the Father’s well-beloved Son, shares in his paternal love, and is 
rewarded for all his mediatorial services and sufferings, so wc, his 
brethren — adopted children of the same Father—will share with 
him in his reward; if we bear our cross, as he bore his, we shall 
wear our crown, as he wears his. If so be —If so be we are jointly- 
suflering, that we may be also jointly-glorified. This was specially 
appropriate in the case of the first believers, who were called to 
sutler persecution for the sake of Christ—so that they were indeed 
his fellow-sufferers, and hence were cheered with the assurance that 
they should share in his glory. Matt. v. 10, 11, 12; Acts xiv. 22; 
2 Tim. ii. 11; 1 Pet. iv. 12-v. 1; Ileb. xii. 2; Rev. ii. 10; iii. 21; 
vii. 13-17. 

13. For —Developing the thought of ver. 17. I reckon, — Aayi(apai 
occurs forty-one times in N. T., nnd A. Y. renders it by eleven 
different words. Here Wyclifle has “deem;” Tyndale and Cran- 
mer, “suppose;” Geneva, “confirm;” Kheims, “think;” Tomson, 
“count.” W. and W.: “ jl-jg an arithmetic al wo rd—count up, cal¬ 
culate, form a conclusion alter balancing the account, iii. 28.; yi. 
11. ” Here it is the action of the mind, or judgment, as the result 
of reasoning and experience—no guess-work. The sufferings —Espe¬ 
cially persecutions: ver. 17, 35,36; 2 Cor. i. 5; iv. 17. Of this pres¬ 
ent time —Of the present period. The glory —The future glory to be 
revealed unto us. Shall be—As in ver. 13. W. and W.: “As that 
which is destined—denoting what must happen—the glory which is 
certain to be made manifest with respect to ns.” Bif does not mean 
in: it may be taken in a pregnant sense, “in and to;” but “ unto,” 
or “ with regard to,” gives the sense. 






,9. For —An illustration of the greatness of this glory. The ear- 
t expectation — 'AaouapaSoida, from ax6, “from;” mipa, the head; 
1 ifoneLv, to watch—as the head is thrust forward when we are 
king eagerly for some object—eager expectation. Of the creature 
vriVrif, creation—not inanimate or irrational creatures; not Jews 
Gentiles, as such, converted or unconverted; but mankind—the 
rid. Green: “the human race.” Kria/f occurs nineteen times 
N. T. In Mark x. 6; xiii. 19; Rom. i. 20; 2 Pet. iii. 4; Rev. 
14, it is rendered “creation”—referring to the production of the 
rid by the power of God; it is rendered “creature” in Rom. 5. 
viii.' 39—in both which places it might be rendered “creation,” 


that which is made; in 
leans “everv human cr< 
larkxvi. 15; 2 Cor. v. 1 
nd the four places in tl 
r to human beings—ini 
;ext. The gospel is to 
ot to irrational or inai 
i it was preached to eve 
—but no one doubts 1 
erv creature—that is. 
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20 For “the creature was made subject to vanity, not 


'the desire of all nations,’ Ilag. ii. 14.” Waileth for —’Aar nAijo/iai 
occurs also in ver. 23, 25; 1 Cor. i. 7; Gal. v. 5; Phil. iii. 20; Ileb. 
ix. 28: in the last two places it is rendered “look for”—it means to 
await with expectation. Thus the eager expectation of creation 
awaits the revelation of the sons of God—as Tholnck says, the 
strengthening of the attributive notion into a substantive makes a 
double prosopoptria—not only the creation, but the expectation of 
the creation, awaits. The manifestation —It seems a pity that the lino 
word apocalypse, from the original, was not always used to repre¬ 
sent the hitter. It occurs#ightccn times as a noun, and is rendered 
fourteen limes by “revelation” (or its cognate, twice), and the verb, 
which occurs twenty-six times, is always rendered “reveal.” “ Rev¬ 
elation” (as in Rev. i. 1) is the best representative of apocalypse. 
It is an uncovering, or disclosure, of what before existed, but was 
concealed—the dignity of believers, as the sons of God—heirs appar¬ 
ent to a crown of glory—obscure, despised in this world, revealed 
in their true character at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Pet. i. 7, 
13; iv. 13. 

Nor doth it yet appear 

IIow groat we shall he made; 

We shall be like our Hoad. 

Of the sons of God. —No distinction of emphasis was perhaps intended 
by “sons”—not “children.” 

20. For —Some begin a parenthesis here, ending it with “subjected 
the same,” so as to join “in hope” with “manifestation of the sons 
of find;” others begin the parenthesis at “not willingly,” and end 
it with “subjected the same,” so as to connect “ in hope ” with “made 
subject to vanitv.” Others allow of no parenthesis, connecting “in 
hope” with “him who hath subjected the same”—as in A. V.—ren¬ 
dering the following bn not “ that,” but “because.” Tholnck says: 
“The on may stand either ni-ioAo;uojr, as is held by most, and 
among these by Luther, or ‘objective,’ as it is taken by' Baumgartcn, 
Koppe, Dc Wette, and others. The latter is the preferable way— 
‘in hope that.”’ The present tendency seems in that direction; hut 
Alford renders “because,” and Conybeare and Ilowson say: “Wo 
agree with Dean Alford that it is better here not to render, as some 
do, ‘in hope that;’ for, were this correct, the words ‘the creation 
itself’ would not be so emphatically repeated.” This seems judi¬ 
cious. They put only a semicolon after “hope,” and render bn 
“ for,” which appears to give the sense. The creature —The creation 
—the world of mankind—the fallen race of Adam. Was made subject 
to rru)iti /,—Not idolatry, as some of the Fathers explain it; for the 
heathen went into idolatry “willingly,” as Paul says, Rom. i. 20-23; 
but frailty, including all the miseries resulting from the fall, espe¬ 
cially the weakness, pain, and death of the body— <pHnf>a, corruption, 
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willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same 
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered 


ver. 21. So Chrysostom, CEcumenius, Theophvlact, and others. 
Theodorct says he calls that vanity to which all things in the world 
are subject, “corruption.” This seems, says Origen, to be spoken 
of the body, for that only is subject to corruption. Whitby says 
this “is apparent also from the things they groan for—viz., the re¬ 
demption of the body from corruption, that this mortal might put 
on immortality, or be clothed with its house from heaven, that mor¬ 
tality might be swallowed up of life. 2 Cor. v. 1—5.” He refers to 
Ecclesiastes and Ps. xxxix. 5, 11; cxliv.4t for this use of the word 
vanity, and says, “When Adam became mortal he called his son 
Abel,' Vanity. Gen. iv. 2.” Not willingly, —The race of man did not 
themselves choose this state of frailty; it was superinduced in con¬ 
sequence of the fall of their primogenitors. Sut by reason —But 
through him who subjected it in hope. Not “ the devil,” as Locke 
and some others thought!—not Adam, who was indeed the occasion 
•—but God himself. Bengel: “Adam rendered it liable to vanity, 
but he did not subject it.” It agrees with Alford’s hybrid theology 
to say, “ If the occasion pointed at by subjected be required, I should 
hardly fix it at the fall of man, but at his creation, in the eternal 
counsels, when he was made capable of falling, liable to change ” I 
God himself tells us when he subjected man to this vanity—Gen. 
iii. 17, 18, 19—when he cursed the ground for man’s sake, nnd said, 
“ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” All the evils of 
this mortal life may lie comprehended in the curse: “The trail of 
the serpent is over them all.” W. and W.: “The expression Is ev¬ 
idently in opposition to ‘ not willingly,’ ‘by reason of him who sub¬ 
jected it’—«\ c., by his constraining will—his decree of toil, suffering, 
and death, conseouent on the fall. Gen. iii. 16." There is no ne- 
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from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. 

22 For wc know that ||thc whole creation ‘groaneth, and 
travaileth in pain together until now: 



die universal terms employed l.y Hie apostle, knowing Ids manner 
—as in Rom. v. 16-21; xi. 28-32; 1 Cor. xv. 22; 1 Tim. ii. 3-0, H 
III. When occasion serves, the limitations ami conditions are sufli- 


eienllv explicit— as in ver.O-hl; cf.ltom.ii.; Kph.v.6,6; 2Tliess. 
i., ft ill. Kcstorationists, therefore, cannot derive from this passage 
much aid for their The reason of the emphatic desig¬ 

nation, “even the creation itself," is given in ver. 22, 23. .Shalt he 
drlirerrd —As this verb is cognate with the noun which follows, it 
should Ur rendered alike—“shall he freed into the freedom of the 
glory.” From the bomlmje of corruption,—It is well called slavery; 
for men are subjected to corruption involuntarily, and are kept in 
slavery to it: there is no manumission till the resurrection. The 
corruption is the “vanity” of ver. 20. Into —The «f here is preg¬ 
nant— lived from the one, and admitted into the other. Wilier 
notes this ease of hraeliyology. The i/lorions liberty —This hendiadys 
hardly gives the sense: it is the freedom of the glory -the freedom 
belonging to the glory spoken of ver. 1.3—opposed to the bondage of 
corruption. The prominent idea must not be made an attributive, 
“(•lory” is a liclter word than incorruption (though this is the oppo¬ 
site of corruption), because it lias in it the idea of weight—durabil¬ 
ity, as opposed to “vanity,” ver. 20. Cf. Hch. chabod, anil 2 Cor. iv. 
17, 13. Of the children of Gail .—The same ax “the sons of God,” ver. 
10: no distinction, like that which Alford suggests. 

22. For ire Inair —A Pauline expression—stating a patent fact—ii. 
2; iii. Ill; vii. 14. Tholuck says: “Summary of what has been said. 
The assurance expressed by ohkigre, shows, as Rimer justly remarks, 
that the Jewish Christians, as having once been Jews, and the hea¬ 
then Christians whom they instructed, were firmly persuaded of 
such a close connection of the inanimate creation with man.” Rut 
Paul does not appear to have the inanimate creation in view. None, 
Jews or Gentiles, needed to he told, what they all knew by painful 
experience, that all the creation—the whole world of mankind—was 
jointly groaning and jointly travailing, sighing under the burdens 
of life, and longing for deliverance. Whitby: “All the world under 
that sense of mortality, which still subjects them to bondage; for, as 
Cicero confesses, ‘death must lie terrible to those who with their life 
lose the enjoyment of all good things; and if it be an evil, must be 
an eternal evil, because it doth forever deprive them of all good ’— 
‘ that the fear of it disturbs all the tranquillity of life—and that this 
10 
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28 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have ‘the 
rst-fruits of the Spirit, 'even we ourselves groan within 
arselves, “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the "redemption 
f our bod}'. 

k 2 Cor. 5. 5; Eph. 1.14_12 Cor. IS. 2.4 .—m Luke 3). 36.—n Luke 21.28; Epli. 


■rulers our whole life miserable; for what iileasure can there be 
i that life which is perpetually perplexed with the thoughts of 
rath?’” Hear the echo in Heb. ii. 15: “And deliver them, who, 
irough fear of death, were all their life-time subject to bondage.” 
his is not like Goethe’s poetic “sensation, as if nature, in wailing 
dness, entreated something of me, so that, not to understand what 
le longed for, cut through my very heart.” His own dying cry for 
more light” may have been more in accordance with the travail 
i question! Groanelh, —Literally, jointly groaneth and jointly tra- 
lileth. The metaphor of birth-throes is very expressive, but must 
rt be pressed: the world does not bring forth the new creation. 

23. And not only they ,—Instead of ungrammatically supplying 
they,” render, “And not only so”—not only is the creation at large, 
it even ourselves, possessing the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
irselves. The repetition is for emphasis, and perhaps to show that 
ic apostle includes liimsolf with other believers. The gifts of the 
lirit imparted to the first believers were an arrknbon, or earnest, of 
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24 For we .are saved by hope. But "hope that is seen, is 
not hope: for what a man seeth, why cloth he yet hope for? 

2") But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it. 

20 Likewise the Spirit also lielpeth our infirmities: for 




and sin. For this is full redemption, not a redemption only, hut 
such that we shall never again return to our former captivity ”— 
apnhtlrmvt. not lutrosis. 

24. For —Confirmatory of the preceding. We are saved by hope .— 
Aorist: “In the hope were wet saved.” When we received the spirit 
of sonship, it was as an earnest of our future and eternal salvation, the 
hope of which was thus implanted in the soul. Winer: “The dative 
is here a real ablative of the mode and manner.” Alford, “form, or 
condition.” licngel seems correct: “The dative, not of the means, 
but of the manner—we arc so saved, that something may even yet 
remain for which we may hope—both salvation and glory.” Cony- 
bcare and Ilowson are hardly correct: “The salvation whereto we 
were called lies in hope.” Luther is better: “We arc indeed saved, 
vet in hope.” Lange: “They have the inward adoption in the wit¬ 
ness of the Spirit; but the adoption of glory in the pledge of the 
Spirit"—rather earnest, being a part of the inheritance. Present 
salvation is a foretaste of future salvation, which is the object of 
hope. Chrysostom savs: “This is about what he means: We are 
not to seek our all in tliis life, but to have hope also.” But hope that 
is seen, —Here hope, as often, means the object of hope. Cf. Col. i. 
5; 2 Thess. ii. Hi; 1 Tim. i. 1; lleb. vi. 18. Hence the apostle adds 
is not hope —though by a metaphor it is so called. For what —For 
what one beholds, why does he still hope for? Fruition supersedes 
hope. So the ancient heretics, who said the resurrection was past 
already, no longer had it as an object of hope—as it will not be to 
us when we shall have experienced it: theirs was a delusion—ours 
will be a reality. 

25. But if—lint if what we do not behold, we hope for, with pa¬ 
tience we wait for it. Patience here is the same as in ver. 3. “ Pa¬ 

tient in snflering ill, and doing well;” but endurance under trials is 
the prominent idea, and hope is indispensable to that, and admira¬ 
bly subserves it. Hence the apostle speaks of the “patience of 
hope.” 1 Thess. i. 3; Hcb. x. 36; James i. 3, 4, ctal. Chrysostom: 
“The name of patience belongs to bal'd work and much endurance; 
vet even this he has granted to the man who hopes, that he might 
solace the wearied soul.” 

20. Likewise —And even so also the Spirit gives us aid in our in¬ 
firmities. Some connect with ver. 1G. The Spirit not only wit¬ 
nesses our adoption, but aids our devotions; others connect with the 
g mailings of the creation—it not only groans, but the Spirit also: it 
is best to connect with ver. 23-25: Not only do we groan and long 
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•the Spirit itself mnketli intercession for us with groaniugs 
which cannot be uttered. 

27 And ’’he that searelieth the hearts knoweth what is 


^ 12^10; Eph. 0. 18.—rl Chren. 28. 9;^Ps. 7. »; Prov. 17. 3; Jcr. 11. 20; 


pent, believe, obey, without the Spirit; but it is absurd to sav that 
the Iloly Spirit docs all this for us, or that it can be done without 
our concurrence and co-operation. This is implied in the very idea 
of help. Tholuck says, “The n'm merely strengthens the idea of 
helping.” It does more—it expresses the synergistic idea of help¬ 
ing: “he helps us to help ourselves”—bringing into exercise all 
our powers. The ore, therefore, is like that in ov/ipapTvpei , vcr. 1(1. 
Chrysostom says, “The Spirit works with thee, and on all occasions 
beam his part in the alliance.” Tholuck: “The plural, ‘infirmi¬ 
ties,’ enforces the idea of the singular, and must not, as is done bv 
Chrysostom, Grotins, and others, be expanded to mean outward suf¬ 
ferings. Just as little will it bear to be applied, after Origcn, Coc- 
ccius, and others, to our ignorance of what to pray for. It refers 
to the timidity of our soul.” llcngel puts the abstract for the con¬ 
crete—our prayers, which arc in themselves infirm, lint the Spirit 
helps us in our infirmities (or weakness), to enable us to bear the 
trials of life (vcr. 211), and in particular (o pray for all needed grace, 
according to what follows. Fur we know not —To (omitted in transla¬ 
tion) belongs to the whole clause—the ease in point. We are igno¬ 
rant of both the form and the matter of prayer. The Spirit itself — 
Ilimsclf, as in Knglish Spirit is masculine; cf. vcr. l(i. This em¬ 
phasises tlie dignity of our Intercessor. Makcth intercession —The 
compound word is here used—the iwtp having reference to the par¬ 
ties for whom the intercession is made; hence it is thought that the 
words for us, wanting in many MSS., are an interpolation. With 
grouniugs which cannot be uttered. —Unspeakable. As it is the influ¬ 
ence of the Spirit, no human language can express it; and as our 
emotions are so intense, and our capacities are so limited, we cannot 
find suitable words for utterance. The synergism must be kept in 
view. Lange gratuitously wonders at Meyer’s suggestion of an anal¬ 
ogy in the case of demoniacal possession. Hut there is an analogy: 
as the evil spirit entered into, influenced, and used the organs of, 
tlic demoniac, so the Iloly Spirit enters into the believer, influences 
him, and uses his organs—only in this case the latter is always the 
willing co-operant with the former—the two become one quoad ihe 
matter in hand, “lie that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit.” The 
1 Inly Spirit is an Intercessor, as he is that other Paraclete promised 
by Christ, John xiv. Christ is our Paraclete with the Father in 
heaven; the Spirit is our Paraclete on earth: Christ intercedes for 
us by pleading his own merits; the Spirit intercedes in us, by sug¬ 
gestion, excitation, and support. 

27. And —Hut—though not spoken. God understands it, because 
he .emrelutli the hearts— that is his exclusive prerogative. 1 Cliron 
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the mind of the Spirit, || because he maketh intercession for 
the saints, ' according to the will of God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for good, 
to them that love God, to them 'who are the called accord¬ 
ing to his purpose. 


xxviii. 19; Jer. xvii. 10. Rev. ii. 23. Knoweth what is the mind nf 
the Spirit ,—Though there is a personal distinction between the Per¬ 
sons of the Trinity, yet as the Father knows the Son, and the Son 
the Father (Matt. xi."27), so the Spirit, “who proeeedetii front the 
Father and the Son,” knows the mind of both (1 Cor. ii. 10, 11), 
and is known by both. Because —Not “that:” it shows that God 
knows what the Spirit intends, as his intercession for saints is ac¬ 
cording to God, that is, in correspondence with his will. All accept¬ 
able prayer is according to the will of God—the Holy Spirit knows 
what that is. 

28. And —Al perhaps glances at the afflictions of ver. 18 ft’., and 
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“called: and whom he called, them he also ''justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also “glorified. 

31 AVhat shall we then say to these things? “If God be 
for us, who can be against us? 

nCh. 1.0; 0.24; Epll. 4.4; Itch. 9. 15; 1 Pet. 2. 9.—61 Cor. 0. 11_cJohn 17. 

22; Epll. 2. 0.—rfNum. 14. 9; Ps. 118. li. 

fCorTi. 9; vii. 15, 17,18, 20, 21, 24; Gal. i. G; v. 8, 13; Epll. iv. 1, 
4, etc. It may well, however, he supposed that the apostle uses llie 
verb as well as the participle nh/rai, only of that vocation which is 
complied with, and by which the divine purpose is actually accom¬ 
plished.” Of course—lie has here nothing to do with those who re¬ 
ject the call, as many do: if all were to accept it (as all might), then 
all would he embraced, as all who obey, that is, all who believe in 
(ih l ist, arc justified, and so correspond to the description in vcr. 28. 
Them lie. also justified: —It was needless to say, they being obedient 
to the heavenly call, because the apostle has thoroughly discussed 
the conditions of justification—no unbelievers—those who reject the 
call—are justified. The calling forces no one to obey it—none arc 
made willing to accept the invitation, though all arc enabled both to 
will and to do of God’s good pleasure. Here is the evangelical syner¬ 
gism. It is not necessary to deviate from the meaning assigned to 
"justified” in the former part of the Epistle—acquitted, pardoned, 
dealt with as if righteous. (See on iii.-v.) And whom he justified, 
them he also glorified. —Many understand this of elevation to spiritual 
dignity in this world—the consummation being in the future state— 
cither construing the aorist ns what is customary, or as a future— 
against which there may be grammatical objections. Supposing 
that the apostle has his stand-point at the grand consummation of 
the whole redeeming process, the aorist is in place. As the justifi¬ 
cation depended on obedience to the calling, so the glorification de¬ 
pended upon the retention of the justification; for God says, "The 
just shall live bv faith; but if he draw back, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him” (IIeb.x.30). Instead of glorification, the greatest 
shame and contempt awaits the apostate. 2 Pet. i. 5-11; ii.; ef. 
Ezok. xxxiii. 12, 16; Matt. v. 13. xviii. 28-36. Those who endure 
to the end shall he saved, lly whatever methods God may save 
others—uncalled heathen, infants, etc. (see on eh. ii.)—the apostle 
lays it down here as certain that all who arc called to believe in 
Christ, and who do believe in him, and are justified, and as a result 
“ love God,” and do not make shipwreck of their faith, shall he made 
like Christ. 



31. What shall we then so;/—What then shall we conclude from the 
foregoing? (See on iii. !).) If God be for ns ,—It is best to supply 
the indicative substantive verb, in the present, q. d., Since God is 
on our side, who is against us to do us any harm? Tholuck; “The 
apostle runs into an .almost poet ical enthusiasm, of which Erasmus, 




118 ROMANS. [A.D. GO. 

32 "He that spared not his own Son, but r delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things? 

«Ch. 5. 6, in.—/eh. 4. 25. 

with all reason, says, Quid unquam Cicero dirit grandilaquentius. From 
the explanation lie here makes of his former theme, wo moreover 
Hearty sec that the sole purpose of the apostle Was to show that noth¬ 
in" can harm the Christian, if the Christian docs not harm himself. 
To speak of a d err el Oil absotulum, in virtue of tvhich God chooses to 
confer faith, and with faith, salvation, only on certain individuals, 
would have been entirely out of the train of ideas which has hith¬ 
erto been pursued. The apostle shows that suffering cannot frus¬ 
trate the divine call. To make this section furnish a proof of the 
Calvinistic view, it must have said that even by revolt and sin the 
klms could under no circumstances be endangered. That the Meats 
of believers may, however, be shaken by culpable unfaithfulness on 
their own part^ appears at least to lie implied in 2 Pet. i. 10.” II7io 
mu be —Who is against ns? The interrogatory is almost a chal¬ 
lenge: it is very spirited. 

32. lie that —lie who indeed—the enclitic (ye) should not be omit¬ 
ted : Surely lie also. S/mred not. —Paul evidently had his eve on (ien. 
xxii. 12,1C, where this same word {frl/to/m) is used in the LXX., in 
the address of Clod to Abraham: “Thou hast not spared thy be¬ 
loved soil.” It thus stands for the Ileb. ehasak, to restrain, withhold, 
spare; cf 2 Kings v. 20; Isa. xiv. (I, Ileb. Itcngcl: “(lod, ns it 
were, did violence to his paternal love." Hi* own. .Van,—There may 
be an antithetic glance at his adopted sons, vcr. lo, 1C, but the em¬ 
phasis is laid on the M/of (own), as Christ is ilamyevl/c, the onlv-bc- 
gotten Son of the Father. John i. 14, 18; iii. 10, 18; 1 John Iv. 9. 
The eternal filiation of Ins divinity, and the miraculous generation 
of his humanity,.constitute him, in a proper, peculiar sense, the Son 
or (lod, as in a similar correlative sense (lod is his Father. John 
v. IS. This infinitely intensifies the grace manifested in the gift of 
Christ, lint delivered him up —To death, and, of course, to all (he 
humiliation and suffering which was consummated in death. Isa. 
liii. 6; Matt. xvii. 22, 23; x. 21. (See on Acts ii. 23.) For iis oil, 
—In our stead, as well as for our benefit. (See on Horn. v. 8; John 
iii. 1G; Luke xxii. 19; Gal. i. 4; 1 John ii. 1, 2.) He died fiir all 
men; but Paul is here speaking of believers—those who avail them¬ 
selves of the benefits of liis death, lime shall he not —Mow can it be 
that he will not? The question is addressed to our reason—argu¬ 
ing from the greater lo the less. With him also —In consequence of 
this his greatest gift. The mu' (“also”), says Itcngcl, is an epilasis — 
an emphatic addition. Freely give us all things? —All things that we 
need—all that will subserve our interests, including sanctified afflic¬ 
tions. Ps. lxxxiv. 11; 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. Itcngcl: “In contrast with 
‘he did not spare’—the consequences of redemption are also of 
grace.” Chrysostom: “He who gave the greatest thing lo his en- 
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33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? 
3 It in God that justifieth: 


emics, how shall he do else than give the lesser things to his 
friends?" 

311. Who shall la i/—Many follow Augustin in pointing all the 
clauses in vcr. 33, 34, 35, 36, as interrogatories, lint it seems too 
great a rhetorical stretch of questions before there is an answer; 
mid then the answer in ver. 37 docs not suit the questions of ver. 33, 
34, hut those in ver. 35. Hut, ns has been well said, it is not the ob¬ 
ject of the apostle to remove fears respecting the mercy of <!od, but 
to weigh the love of God, and the benefits purchased by Christ, 
against the persecutions to which Christians were exposed both by 
Jews and heathens; and hence lie infers (ver. 38, 30) that no ad¬ 
verse c ircumstances, no hostile power, could really injure them for 
whom Cod’s love would direct all things to their final good. The 
punctuation of Origen and others, indorsed by Mover, seems forced: 
“Who shall lav any thing to the charge of Cod’s elect? It is Cod 
that justifieth; who therefore is lie that cnndcmnclh? It is Christ 
who died, etc.; who therefore shall separate us, etc.?” All the old 
versions except Rlicims (which follows the Vulgate) arc like A. V. 
Who will bring an accusation against Cod’s chosen ones? Wyelidc: 
’ ’’ se against the chosen men of Cod?” Tyndale, 
, Tomson: “Cod’s chosen.” Klicims has "the 
'lie word occurs twenty-three times in N. T., and 


“Who shall a 


is den 


cel lent, h 


It 


genre to make their calling and election sure. 2 l’et. i. 10; cf. ltcv. 
xvii. 14. Despite their election, in the objective sense, the great 
hoilv of the Jews became reprobate in consequence of unbelief and 
disobedience. Rom. xi.; Ileb. iii. and paxniin. W. and W. give an 
ambiguous paraphrase of this clause: “Who shall arraign? Who, 
shall call to account the elect of Cod, those whom Cod receives into 
the arms oi his mercy, for their sins ol willfulness, negligence, or 
ignorance?” Astounding! Ry Cod’s act of justification all sins of 
every class are forgiven to penitent believers, who thus become 
“Cod’s elect?’ lint if “God’s elect” are guilty of those sins, one 
need not go far tej find an accuser, and it will not he merely the 
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34 •'Who is he that condemned!? It is Christ that died, 



devil, "the accuser of our brethren”—God, who once jnstified them, 
will now condemn them, and the condemnation will be eternal un¬ 
less they repent The opposite view is that detestable Antinomian- 
ism against which the apostle so earnestly declaims in ch. vi., nnd 
in the former part of this chapter. God recognizes as his elect only 
those who nnswer Peter’s description: “Elect according to the fore¬ 
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 
i. 2). "But ye are a chosen [elect] generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his mar- 
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yea rather, that is risen again,'who is even at the right 
hand of God,‘who also maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked¬ 
ness, or peril, or sword? 

’ i Murk Id. 10; Col. 3.1; Hob. 1.3; 8.1; 12. 1; 1 Pet. 3. 22.-4Hob. 7.25; 9.24; 


eminent of the realm: lie thus possesses prerogative and power to 
punish enemies and protect friends. No metaphor can he more ex¬ 
pressive. What force that gives to the idea of his intercession, next 
mentioned i 

lie ever lives Above, 

For me lo intercede. 

His precious blood to plead: 

And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 


The Father hears him pray, 
IIis dear anointed One; 

The presence of liis Son! 


Christ pleads for ns as our Mediator, 1 Tim. ii.o; Hch. viii.O; of. 
J;>h xxxiii. 23, 24—as our High-priest, Hch. iv. 14; v. 10; vi. 20; 
vii. 24, 25, and poas/m—ns our Advocate (Parade! c), 1 John ii. 1. 
His intercession is, as it were, a prolongation of his High-priestly 
prayer, John xvii. In his intercession, as Lange says, “there is 
comprised his protection against the unauthorized accusers from 
without, and the condemnatory results of the injury of the new life 
from within”—always assuming that our prayers are blended with 
his—lienee the need of that Mother Paraclete,” who helps our infirm¬ 
ities l>_v his internal intercessions. (Sec on ver. 20, 27.) It is use¬ 
less to ask how Christ intercedes, whether by voice, or gesture, or 
the exhibition of “the dear tokens of his passion” — the Father 
knows tlie mind of the Soil, as lie knows tile mind of the Spirit. 
Metaphors of this sort must not lie pressed. We have a powerful 
Friend at court, on whom wo can rely—wc arc safe while under his 
protection. 

85. Who— T< (“what”) may have been expected; hut it is T/f 
(“who”)—as in the other cases; and the seven evils adduced are 
personified—enemies opposing us—“as so many gladiators,” says 
Calvin, “ taking arms against the Christians.” Shall —Will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Tile love which Christ lias to us—gen¬ 
itive of tlie subject. His love toward us will not cease boot use we 
suffer llio reverses speciliod; nor shall they cause us to forfeit his 
love: if wc arc separated from his love, it will be our fault, not his 
—ver. 37. Shall tribulation ,—These seven evils are detailed in or¬ 
der—first tribulation and distress. See on Horn. ii. 9, whore tlie latter 
is rendered “anguish”—the “straitness” to which the primitive be¬ 
lievers were frequently reduced. Persecution, Aiuy/iof, from iiaua. 
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I As it is written, ‘For thy sake we are killed all the 
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquer- 
through him that loved us. 


the LAX. of Ps. xliv. 22. This Psalm was probably written durin; 
the captivity in Babylon, when the Jews were fearfully persecute! 
by their foes. For ihy sake —For on thv account. The Jews wen 
punished by God for their sins, but their enemies persecuted then 
because of their religion. Note their persecutions under Nebuchad 
nezzar, Darius, Antiochus Epiphanes. We are killed all the day long 
—There is hardly a reference to the slaughtering of sheep all da; 
long in the outer court of the temple. Sheep destined for slaughtoi 
are meant—asinver.il. “Thou madest 11 s as sheep for meat.” Cl 
1 Cor. iv. 9; xv. 31, 32. Bengel: “The first class of the blessed i: 
most filled up with those who met a violent death. Matt, xxiii. 34 
35; Ilcb. xi. 37; Rev. vi. 11; xx. 4.” 

37. Nay ,—This is a more forcible rendering of a?M than “never 
theless” (Tvndale, Cranmer, Geneva, Tomson), or “but” (Wyclifle 
Kheims). It is a bold negative answer to the challenge of ver. 35 
In all these thinas —Not merely in reeard to them, nor merely ovei 
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38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor “principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 


nEpll. 1. 21; 0.12; Col. 1. 10; 2. 15; 1 Pot. 3. 22. 

— 'Ynr/mKopw means, literally, to more than conquer, as the Gene¬ 
va renders. Wycliflc, Cntnrner, Klieims, have simply “overcome;” 
Vulgate, mperamuo; Tyndalc, “strongly overcome;” Luther, “con¬ 
quer far;” Altiii'd: “\Vc are far the conquerors—the v-ip intensifies 
the degree of the conquest, hut does not express a superiority over 
it.” W. anil W.: “We arc triumphant conquerors— ii-fp increases 
the force of the original verb.” Thrtmyk him that lovctl as.—A 
proper rendering of the aorist. The reference appears to lie to 
I'll rial—rf. Kev. i. 3, (i. It refers to his constituting hiluself the 
“Lover of souls” (\Vis. xi. 26) when he undertook their redemp¬ 
tion—that relation eternally subsisting. Ilis love moves him to 
grant us all the aid we need in making our calling and election sure. 

.'IS. Fin —Developing the point in question. I am pmuntletl ,— 
I am conlidcnt, as the word is rendered, Kom. ii. 1!); Phil. i. (i, el id. 
As Paul does not say that he is persuaded he never will fall into sin, 
and so forfeit his interest in the love of God, hut that the objects 
specified shall not Ik; able to separate us from it, the word may have 
the same meaning as in xiv. H, where it expresses certainty; “I 
know and am persuaded in the Lord desus”—so that the distinc¬ 
tion of W. and W. is not needed: “ In ver. 2.S we have Maun-, as » 
matter of historical record— -l-napai means satisfactory assurance 
for flic future, though there is not positive knowledge.” It fic¬ 



tile objection that they would not attempt to sever Christians from 
Christ, is met by the reply that the apostle docs not say that they 
would, hut only speaks hypothetically, as in Gal. i. 8 he says, if an 
angel from heaven were to preach anv other gospel, let him lie ac¬ 
cursed. Others think evil angels are meant, as they arc continually 
attempting this nefarious work. Clemens Alex., Grotius, et til., so 
understand it. lltteer, Ilcngcl, and others, comprise both—all intel¬ 
ligences in the universe besides men, and as more powerful than 
men. The Scriptures intimate that there are distinctions among 
the fallen angels, as well as among the goixl. Matt. xxv. 41; Kph. 
vi. 10-12. Thing* present ,—“The present distress,” 1 Cor. vii. Per- 
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39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 


secuted as they were, they longed for deliverance, but they knew 
that God could give them all the grace they needed to endure their 
trials. Things to come, —Gloomy as was the outlook. The reference 
does not seem to be to the post-mortem state of existence. 

39. Xor height, nor depth, —Comprehending all space. Cf. Isa. vii. 
11. The scope of the passage, and its highly rhetorical character, 
hardly warrant any limitation, as to heaven and earth, or heaven 
and hell. Xor any other creature, —Bcngel: “Whatever exists out¬ 
side of God, and of whatever kind. He does not even condescend 
to mention visible enemies.” Cf. 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. Shall be able to 
separate us —“Our leave unasked.” Bcngel: “Neither by violence, 
ver. 35, nor by law, ver. 33, 34.” Cf. 1 Cor. x. 13. From the lore of 
God —God's love to us, as manifested in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
This shows our interest in him, and what we may expect front hint. 
It is absurd to infer from the foregoing that we cannot by unfaithful¬ 
ness forfeit our interest in his love and protection. “ If we forsake 
him, he will cast us ofT forever.” Paul knew this—hence 1 Cor. ix. 
27, and the warnings which follow in cli. xi. Cf. Hebrews, passim. 


CHAPTER IX. 

1 Paul is sorry for the Jews. 7 All the seed of Abraham were not the chil¬ 
dren of the promise. 18 God hath mercy upon whom he will. 21 The 
potter may do with his clay what he list. 25 The calling of the Gentiles 
and rejecting of the Jews were foretold. 32 The cause why so few Jews 
embraced the righteousness of faith. 

1 “ SAY the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also 
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 




IX.—1. Jsay the truth in Christ, —Many think that this is swear¬ 
ing by Christ and the Holy Spirit, but there is no clear case of this 
in Paul’s writings; though lie frequently calls God to witness his sin¬ 
cerity. The formula occurs 1 Tim. ii. 7 (though some MSS. omit “in 
Christ” in that place). W. and W.: "As one united to Christ, the 
element and substratum of my spiritual life. John xv. 4; xvii. 23; 
2 Cor. v. 17; xii. 19. Thus it corresponds with the concurrent at¬ 
testation of his conscience, and the overruling Spirit.” Cf. 2 Cor. 







ROMANS. 


126 


[A.D. GO. 


Christ, for my brethren, mv kinsmen according to the 
flesh: 

4 d Who are Israelites; *to whom pertaineth the adoption, 
and / thc glory, and 9 the || covenants, and *the giving of the 
law, and 'the service of God, and *the promises; 

<1 r If- 11 f 7 . n_ eE*. 4. 22: Dent. 14. 1; .Itr. :il. 9.—/I Sam. 4. 21; 1 Kings 8. 11; 

1 Hi'h'a.’h— »Aci?ite 32?'ch.’a *?Eph! 2' 12! 1 ° r ’ * 19 ‘ H7 ' u ' 

parted from Christ.” Those who take this view generally say the 
a[instle knew it was not possible or proper that such should he the 
case—hence he did not really wish it. Many other solutions have 
been proposed, blit it is useless to notice them all. Calvin (Ins., iii. 
20-3>) savs: "Moses and Paul felt a pleasure in averting their 
minds and eyes from themselves, and in praying with vehement and 
ardent zeal for their own destruction, that they might promote t lie 
kingdom and glory of (rod, even at the expense of their own happi¬ 
ness.” Wesley: “As if he had said, I could wish (o suffer in their 
stead; yen, to be anathema from Christ in their place. In how high 
a sense he wished this who eau tell, unless himself had been asked, 
and had resolved the question? Certainly, he did not then consider 
himself at all, but only others, and the glory of God. The tiling 
could not he; yet the wish was pious and solid, though with a tacit 
' condition if it were right and possible.” John Goodwin argues co¬ 
gently for the opinion that it does not refer to eternal destruction, 
hut to the infamy and death to which sacrilegious persons and the 
like were devoted—“a present visible destruction.” lie thinks the 
word separated, or accursed, from Christ may import this, as Paul 
was Christ’s bosom friend, and “Ills brethren” knew that he placed 
his greatest felicity in his relation to him—“in this respect wishing 
to he separated from Christ for their good, lie expressed the greatest 
affection toward them that eould be.” This is not unreasonable— 
especially if we add, with Trollope, “In whatever sense the words 
are taken, they are plainly hyperbolical, and uttered in the warmth 
of the speaker’s heart, without any exact calculation of their import.” 
For my brethren, —A common Hebraism for my kinsmen. Wyelifle: 
“For mv britheren, that ben my cosyns after the fleisch”—kindred 
by natural descent—according to flesh. (See on i. 3.) 

4. Who are Israelite*; —An honorable designation. J ohn i. 47; 2 
Cor. xi. 22; Phil. iii. 5. To whom pertaineth the adoption, —Wyelifle, 
Rheims: “Whose is the adoption of sons”—-Though Wyelifle omits 
the article in every clause, translating from the Vulgate. See Ex. 
iv. 22; Deut.xiv. 1; xxxii. G; Isa. i. 2; Jer. iii. 19; IIos. xi. 1. See 
on Rom. viii. 15, 23; Gal. iv. 5; Eph. i. 5—where the word is used 
in an evangelical sense—here it is used in a national, theocratical 
sense. The glory, —The Shekinah, which abode over the ark in the 
taliernaclc and first temple. Ex. xl. 34; lKingsviii.il; Ps. lxxx. 
1; Ileb. ix. 3-5. The covenan's, —Made with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and with the whole nation at Sinai, and on other occasions. 
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the flesh, Christ came, "who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen. 

6 “ Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. 
For 'they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 

7 'Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are 
they all children: but, In 'Isaac shall thy seed be called. 



wise. The phrase occurs twenty times in the O.T, hut in every place 
bi ased goes before, and the article is annexed to the word God, which 
is a demonstration that this is a perversion of the a|x>slle’s words.” 
Tholuek says: “There is somethin;;strange in the undefined nature 
of the expression, ‘who is above all,’ which cannot be excused by 
John iii. 31, and in the position of the predicate ‘blessed’ after the 
subject—in fine also Otoe as that subject, would have required the 
article.” Such pitiful evasions are utterly unexegetical, and betray 
the ho|>elessness of the cause they are intended to support. The 
plain meaning of the passage is as understood by Fathers, Scluxd- 
nien, Reformers, translators, of every class—except a few antitrini- 
tarians. Thus the Vulgate: Qni eat super omnia Dam beneetietus in 
seeula, A net —rendered quaintly, but correctly, by Wyclifl'e, “That 
is God above all things, blessed in to worlds.” Tend ale: “ Which 
is God overall things blessed forever.” Cranmer: “Which isGod 
in all things to be praised for ever.” Geneva: “ Which is God over 
all blessed for ever.” Rheims: “Who is above all things God 
blessed forever.” Cf. Rom. i. 25; 2Cor.xi. 31. Amen. —As Alford 
says, this “implies no optative ascription of praise, but is the accus¬ 
tomed ending of such solemn declarations of the divine Majesty; 
compare i. 25.” 

G. Not us though —As if he had said, I do not mean by what I have 
intimated concerning the state of the Jews—so many of whom reject 
Jesus as the Messiah—that the promise made to the fathers respect¬ 
ing Israel has failed. God never said that all who are born Jews, and 
none else, should be saved—as the Jews boasted. Paul refutes the 
former proposition in this place—the latter in ver. 24 ff. For they are 
not all Israel, —For not all who are lineally descended from Israel— 
the posterity of Jacob, the people called Israel—are “ Israelites in¬ 
deed,” as there are those who say they are Jews—God’s own people 
—and yet are not, but n synagogue of Satan. John i. 47; Rev. ii. 9. 
(See on ii. 28, 29.) The construction of Macknight does not agree 
with the scope of the passage: “they do not constitute the whole of 
the people”—rather, many of them are not the people of God. 

7. Xeither, —Xor because they are a seed of Abraham are they all 
children. The Jews boasted that they had Abraham to their father; 
but so had the Ishraaelites; yet the promise referring to the Messiah 
was not made to the descendants of Abraham through Ishmael, but 
through Isaac. In Isiae shall thy seed be allied. —A literal quotation 
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8 That in. They which are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God; but 'the children of the prom¬ 
ise are counted for the seed. 

9 For this in the word of promise, ‘At this time will I 
come, and Sarah shall have a son. 

10 And not only this; but when "Rebecca also had con¬ 
ceived by one, even by our father Isaac, 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God, according 


from the LXX. of Gen. xxi. 12. The promised seed shall be in the 
line of Isaac—not of Ishmacl. 

8. Thai is, —The apostle explains: Not those who arc lincallv de¬ 
scended from the patriarchs, as such, are children of God, lint those 
only who are the children of the promise, are reckoned for a seed. 
The word “seed” is here used because of the quotation. Here it 
means the covenant people, culminating in the Messiah. Gal. iii.; 
iv. Jtengol: “The Jews were Exclusives, Particularists—t. c., those 
who believe God’s grace limited to a portion of mankind—therefore 
Paul directly refutes them. The sum of this discussion, according 
to those who deny universal grace, is this: God gives faith to whom 
he will — he does not give it to whom he will not. According to 
Paul, it is this: God gives righteousness to those who believe—ho docs 
not give it to those who work; and that is by no means contrary to 
his word. Nay, he himself has declared, by types and testimonies, 
that the former, the sons of the promise, are received; that the lat¬ 
ter, the children of the flesh, arc rejected. This decree of God is 
certain, indisputable, just: as any man—or people—listens to or re¬ 
sists it, lie is either accepted in mercy, or rejected in wrath.” 

9. For —This refers to the promise in ver. 8 ; hence promise is the 
emphatic word: For this word is one of promise, According to this 
season 1 will come. This is a free quotation from the LXX. of Gen. 
xviii. 10; ef. ver. 14, which reads, “I will return and come to thee 
according to this season punctually, and Sarah thy wife shall have 
a son.” A. V.: “I will certainly return unto thee according to the 
time of life, and lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son”—lit., “when 
the time lives again:” cf. Gen. xvii. 21; xxi. 2; 2 Kings iv. 16,17. 
This may refer to the same day next year, or to the expiration of 
the period from conception to birth. Eif up of —ml horas, h. e. prac¬ 
tise, as Schleusner. 

10. And not onltj this; —Not only have we the choice of the son by 
one mother, and the rejection of another by a different mother, with 
one and the same father, but there is a case of the choice of one son 
and the rejection of another by the same mother, as well as father. 
Our father Jsoac, —Our common progenitor: so Abraham and Jacob 
are styled. John viii. 39; iv. 12. 

11. Fur —This verse is parenthetical, developing the point in ver. 
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to election might stand, not of works, but of 'him that 
calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, 'The || elder shall serve the 

^" 13 As it is written, 'Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
I hated. 



10. For they—meaning the twins—the case being well known—not 
having done good or bad: instead of kok6v, the Alex., Vat., Sin., 
have on Wot, foul, worthless, bad—that the elective purpose of God 
may remain—not fail (cf. ver. 6)—being not dependent on man’s 
works, but God’s determination. 

12. It uas said unto her, —This being the case, God said to Rebecca, 
The elder —the greater in age, major natu — shall serve the younger —the 
less in age, the minor. This reversed the law of primogeniture. 
There was nothing in Jacob—of course, not then, as lie was not 
born—nor in his character as developed in future life, which moved 
God to choose him rather than Esau to be the progenitor of the 
promised seed; but one had to be chosen, and Goa saw fit to choose 
the younger, as lie did in the case of Isaac and David. It does not 
appear that Esau ever personally served Jacob, but the contrary. 
It was Jacob who feared Esau—not Esau who feared Jacob—saying, 
“ Let me find grace in the sight of my lord.” (Gen. xxxiii.) But the 
descendants of Esau were brought under tribute to the descendants 
of Jacob—2 Sam. viii. 14; 2 Kings xiv. 7, 22; Josephus Ant., xiii. 
9, 1. John Hvreanus brought them into complete and perfect sub¬ 
jugation. This quotation is literal from the LXX., and agrees with 
the Ileb. 

13. .Is it is tcritten, —The quotation is literal from Mai. i. 2, 3, 
LXX. The whole passage in the LXX. reads thus: “I have loved 
you, saith the Lord. And ye said, Wherein hast thou loved us? 
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? says the Lord; and yet I loved 
Jacob, and hated Esau, and laid waste his borders, and made his 
heritage as dwellings of the wilderness. Because one will say, Idu¬ 
mea has been overthrown, but let us return and rebuild the desolate 
places, thus saith the Lord Almighty, They shall build, but I will 
throw down, and they shall be called, The borders of wickedness, 
and, The people against whom the Lord has set himself for ever.” 
There may be no necessity of softening the word “hated”—under¬ 
standing it, as in Gen. xxix. 31; Luke xiv. 26, cl al., “ loved less”— 
as it does not refer so much to Esau as to his descendants, who, as a 
nation, brought down upon themselves the divine displeasure on ac¬ 
count of their sins; but did not the Jews do so too? The haired must 
he understood in Contrast with the lore: this referred to the choice 
of Jacob and his posterity to the federal privileges already noted, 
and to the possession of the promised land, “flowing with milk and 
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14 What shall we say then? “Is there 
vith God? God forbid. 


<1 Deut. 32. 4; 2 Clirnn. 19. 7; Job 8. 3; 34. 10; ] 


Don dye, though they may have repented. Theii 
>eople, were as notorious for their wickedness as fi 
Millions of them perished in their repeated reht 
ies; and finally, becanse of unbelief, as a hotly, I 
if God, as the apostle proceeds to show in the 
tiding with eh. xi. It is astounding that men wi 
estimony, the facts of history, the moral sense 
euse of mankind, by affirming that the election a 
[iiestion respected the eternal fate of Jacob ant 
posterity! It so happens that the question which 
mderstood by many is of easy solution; but if il 
pould be justified in putting such a construction o 
he author of sin—a capricious tyrant, subverting 
lies, and contradicting all experience. That God 
nan may be inferred from his nature and perfet 
pith a thousand plain declarations of Scripture; 
passages seem to teach otherwise, we may be sure 
iret them: we may not know what they teach, 
hey do not contradict the perfections of God and t 
passages which set forth his universal grace. It 
ay that the sovereignty of God—by which is al 
r'bilrary election of some to salvation, without an; 
nd obedience, and the reprobation of others to 
hey have done any evil—is true, and so also is t 
nail—though t he two cannot be reconciled. Then 
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11 have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
11 have compassion. 

ve mercy ’—that is, ‘I will not, or there is no reason that I should, 
taken oif or put by men or by angels, from showing the grace or 
rev of justification and adoption unto those—that is, that kind of 
in to whom I at this day show this grace or mercy, and these are 
?h who believe; on these I am ultimately and unremovably ro¬ 
ved to show merev.’ According to as well the one exposition as 
* other, God asserteth his liberty against all opposers and con- 
idcrs with him, to dispense his high favors where and on whom 
nself pleaseth.” It is not necessary to restrict the grace and 
rev here spoken of to Moses, though he was in a distinguished 
ise the object of divine regard, but it extended to the people for 
orn he intercedes. The Israelites had sinned in tlie matter of 
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1G So theo, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, hut of God that sheweth mercy. 

17 For 'the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, ■'Even for this 

cSee Gal. 3. 8, 22.—dEx. a. 10. 


sinuate"—implying that the dispensations in question are not arbi¬ 
trary, hut grounded on satisfactory reasons—which is, of course, the 
case. But the announcement seems to he intended to express the 
one idea of the divine sovereignty —<]. <1., I will do whatsoever I 
may think right—I shall not consult ignorant, sinful mortals, my 
subjects, as to the principles by which I should govern them, nor 
give account of any of my matters. Not, indeed, that a thing be¬ 
comes right because God does it; but God docs it because it is right; 
and “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Thus the very 
form of the question furnishes the answer, “ Is there unrighteousness 
with God?” “ He is the ltock; his work is perfect; for all his ways 
are judgment; a God of truth, and without iniquity, just and right 
is he.” Dent, xxxii. 1. 

Hi. So then, —An inference from the foregoing. It is —Supplied 
by the translators, it is not within the province and prerogative of 
man, but of God: a similar ellipsis occurs in ver. 32. The Sovereign 
alone lays down the terms on which his rebel subjects can obtain 
pardon. Not of him that n'iltcth, nor of him that runneth ,—Goodwill 
says this refers to “the whole species or kind of such persons who are 
most zealously intent and bent in their spirits upon the keeping of 
the law, in order to, or upon the hope of, their justification thereby.” 
He says this is the interpretation of most expositors, and refers to 
what is said of the Jews in this regard—ver. 31, 32; x. 2, 3; Acts 
xv. 1; xxi. 20, and elsewhere. “Karncstncss and fervor of engage¬ 
ment, in one kind or other, is elsewhere expressed by the metaphor 
of running. 1 Cor. ix. 24, 20; Gal. v. 7; I’s. cxix. 32, to omit many 
other places.” So Thnluek—lint there is scarcely an allusion to the 
Grecian races. No one can be saved without willing and running; 
but the divine mercy precedes our willing and doing, and makes us 
capable of both. Phil. ii. 12, 13. See Calvin’s Inst., Hook ii. 5, 17. 
Whcdon suggests that there is an allusion to the earnest desire and 
effort of Moses to save the Israelites—as in the history adduced. 
Olliers suggest Abraham’s wish for Ishmael. Others refer it to the 
desire of Isaac to bless Ksatt, and Esau’s running to get the venison. 
Itiddle might have spared the following Hing: “This is the inter¬ 
pretation of Watson and many Arminian commentators; but it is 
not necessary to oppose a view so far-fetched, and favoring such an 
anti-climax.” Was Macknight an Arminian? Yet lie set forth this 
anti-climax long before Watson. Was Stuart an Arminian? lie 
did the same. John Goodwin, the great Puritan Arminian, John 
Wcslcv, Whedon, and other Arminians, do not indorse it; nor do 
llengel, Thohick, and other German commentators, who are sound 
Arminians on the subject of election. 

17. I’ur the scripture saith —This is not so much a personification 
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same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my 


of Scripture, as its identification with its Divine Author—</. <!., (roil 
says in the Scripture—Ex. ix. 16. Unto Pharaoh ,—The Egyptians 
railed their kings anciently by this title, which means “king," or 
“sun,” the hieroglyphic for “king.” The Hebrews seem to have 
identified it with Phera, a leader, or prince. Judg. v. 2. Nothing 
is known of this Pharaoh save that “he knew not Joseph”—whence 
it is inferred that he was of a different dynasty from his predecessors 
in the throne of Egypt. Even for this same purpose—For this very 
thing—about to he specified. Ilave I raised thee up, —The Ileb. amtid 
means to stand, and in Iliphil, as here, to cause to stand, which the 
I/XX. renders by “thou wast preserved”—vis., kept alive during 
the six plagues already inflicted. So Schlctisncr: Supcresse fado. 
John Goodwin says: “The Chaldee paraphrase explains it thus, 
‘For this cause have T endured thee,’ or patiently borne with thee. 
This notion of the words well agrees with that phrase of the apostle, 
‘endured iyith much long-su Bering the vessels of wrath fitted to de¬ 
struction,’ ver 22. The Sept, translates it, ‘And for this cause hast 
thou been kept, or preserved, until now.’ ‘And for this very thing 
hast thou been preserved.’ Ambrose: ‘lie speaketh thus because 
Pharaoh being guilty of so many and great evils that lie ought not to 
live, and a person that would never prove good, lest he should either 
think that he lived upon the account of his own goodness, or that 
God whom lie often had thought might be deceived, was unable to 
avenge himself on him, hath this message sent unto him by God, 
For this cause have I saved thee alive.’ Junius: ‘Therefore have I 
caused that thou shonldst remain alive.’ Peter Martyr: ‘The He¬ 
brew verb signilicth to stand, but in Iliphil to make to stand, or to 
lift up and establish, although many interpret it to preserve, or save 
al^ve, as if Pharaoh, while others fell by death, was preserved alive 
and remained.’ He cites Calvin at large on Ex. ix. 16, who says 
that this sense may be embraced: ‘For therefore God spared Pha¬ 
raoh that he should stand,’ or continue, ‘for a time.’” Goodwin 
thinks that the sending of this message to Pharaoh after the sixth 
plague, and not at the beginning, favors this interpretation. He 
thinks the apostle’s language, “raised thee up,” agrees with this—as 
his preservation through the plagues was, as it were, “a raising him 
up from the dead.” Whitby: “Ileb., I have made thee to stand, or 
I have preserved thee—‘for this cause hast thou been kept,’ so the 
Seventy— i. (*., from falling by the plague of boils—so Jerome and 
Tremeilius. 1 T have kept thee alive,’ saith the Targutn of Ben Uziel. 
See the Chaldee, the Syriac, and the Arabic versions, to the same 
sense. And the connection of this with the former verse rightly 
rendered makes this sense necessary; for the 15th verso cannot be 
rendered in the future sense, as our translation doth—for Pharaoh 
and his people did not die by the pestilence. It is therefore to he 
rendered as the Jews, Paging, Amainus, Cartwright, and Ainsworth, 
translated: ‘For now* I had sent- out my hand, and I had smitten 
thee and thy people with the pestilence, and thou hadst been cut off' 
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18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardencth. 


raoli in order to show forth in him his power in punishing incorri¬ 
gible offenders, as well as raising him to the throne for that purpose. 
What mitigation of the thought is there in this? None, unless tho 
thought were that of the horrible decree, which Olshnuscn himself 
repudiates in this place. In the Alexandrian recension of the 

and Paul hardly intended to differ from the LXX. in substituting 
iir/yn/ia for die Ti/pi/OiK —the substitution was made, probably, because 
the former word was more familiar; he uses it in 1 Cor. vi. 14, in a 
cognate sense: “God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also 
raise up us by his own power”—raising up from affliction is near 
akin to raising up from the grave. Luke also in N. T. uses tianipia 
—only twice (Luke ii. 51; Acts xv. 29), and in a sense remote from 
that in question. That I might shew my powei —Whatever might bo 
, meant by God’s raising up Pharaoh—whether to the throne or from 
the plagues with which he had been punished, the end which God 
had in view was realized. He did show his power in a most re¬ 
markable manner—over the mighty kingdom of Egypt, with its 
self-willed and obstinate king, and “against all the gods of Egypt 
did he execute judgment,” when he sent his plagues upon them—its 
the Egyptians worshiped the subjects of the plagues. Hence tho 
Song of Moses (Ex. xv.) says: “Who is like unto thee, 0 Lord, 
among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders? The people shall hear, and be afraid; sor¬ 
row shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestine. Then the 
dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trem¬ 
bling shall take hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan 
shall melt awav." How literallv this was fulfilled mav he seen in 
tl« 1 anguage of Raliab: “I know that the Lord hath given you the 
land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhab¬ 
itants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard how the 
Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out 
of Egypt” (Josh. ii. 9, 10). IIow often is this alluded to in the 
Scriptures and in other writings! The end had in view by God is 
singularly illustrated in the use made of this example by the apostle. 

18. Therefore hath he mercy —He will be merciful to those who he 
secs are proper subjects of his mercy, and he will punish those who 
he sees arc proper subjects of his wrath. This he applies to the 
Jews, who should experience mercy, if they accept of Jesus as their 
Saviour, or wrath, if they obstinately reject him. That is the whole 
of it, as is set forth more at large in eh. xi. Though there was no 
merit in their accepting Jesus as their Saviour—the very terms ex¬ 
clude the vain notion of merit, as it is all of grace—yet their unbe¬ 
lief implies rebellion against the Divine Sovereign who has the 
prerogative of dictating by what method, and on what terms, men 
shall be saved. It is interesting to see how anxious most Calvinists 
are to assert that God did not harden Pharaoh’s heart—that he docs 
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God? / Shall the tiling formed say to him that formed it, 
Why hast thou made me thus? 

21 Hath not the “potter power over the clay, of the same 

pressive of contempt. Rom. ii. 1. Chrysostom: "Art tliou a partner 
in liis government? But dost thou sit a judge with God ? For in 
comparison with him thou art not even any thing. Not this or that, 
but nothing at all. For to say, Who art thou? is much more ex¬ 
pressive of contempt than to say, Thou art nothing.” Shall the thing 
formed, say —A strong way of saying it is very improper to say this. 
Wesley: “Little, impotent, ignorant man, that accusest God of in¬ 
justice, for himself fixing the terms on which lie will show mercy— 
why hast thou made me capable of honor and immortality only on 
believing?” Goodwin notes the absurdity of the querulous com¬ 
plaint, as God could not make any one to lie any thing but what he 
is. If he makes an angel, an angel he is—not a man: if he makes 
a man, a man lie is—not a beast: if he makes a beast, a beast he is 
—not a stone. It is as weak as it is wicked to challenge the right of 
God to make various orders of creatures, and to govern them accord¬ 
ing to their nature; but it is far more so to say that ho created any 
creature to make him eternally miserable. 

21. Hath not the potter power over the clay— It has been said that 
Calvinists suppose Paul alludes to Isa. xxix. 16; xlv. 9, and Armin- 
ians to Jer. xviii. 1-10; but though there may be a good reason why 
Calvinists should not refer to Jer. xviii., as it subverts their theory, 
there is no reason why Arminians should ignore the passages in 
Isaiah—and, in fact, they do not ignore them, but they refer to them 
in explaining the apostle’s language, which,refers to all those pas¬ 
sages, if not to some in the Apocrypha. In Isa. xxix. the prophet 
is reproving the Jews for their perverseness, hypocrisy, and obsti¬ 
nate opposition to God’s plans, and he exclaims with astonishment 
and horror, “O your perverseness! If the potter should be reputed 
only as the clay! For so the thing formed would say to its former, 
He never made me; and the thing produced would say to its pro¬ 
ducer, He knows nothing.” So Cowles gives the sense of the pas¬ 
sage. In Isa. xlv., God sets forth his monarchy over the universe— 
sharing the government with no dualistic power, according to the 
Persian doctrine—Cyrus, to whom the language relates, being a Per¬ 
sian king. He is instructed that Jehovah, the God of the Jews, is 
the great and only Potentate, and that he commissioned Cyrus to 
deliver the Jews from captivity. He then shows how vain and 
wicked it would be for poor, weak mortals to oppose themselves to 
his.decree: “Woe to him that striveth with his Maker, as the pot¬ 
sherd with the potsherds made up of earth.” The brittle nature of 
potsherds suggests the fate of weak mortals who oppose God’s gov¬ 
ernment: “Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” 
(Ps. ii. 9). “Shall the clay say to him who fashions it, What makest 
thou ? ” This exposes the absurdity of all such opposition to the Cre- 
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lump to make ‘one vessel unto honour, and another unto 
dishonour?. 


ator and Disposer of all things. He made moral agents—this im¬ 
plies their possibility of sinning, and so of suffering; but as Cowles 
pertinently says, “The question, Where lies the guilt of this sinning? 
is met by the woo which God denounces upon the sinner, and by the 
verdict of universal conscience and reason, that the denounced woe 
is just and right.” The passage in Jer. xviii. is to the same effect. 
Jeremiah is remonstrating with the Jews for their wickedness and 
obstinate rebellion against God, who threatened them with punish¬ 
ment for their sins. To set before them, not the caprice, captious¬ 
ness, and arbitrariness of God’s government, but its perfect equity, 
he said to the prophet: “Arise and go down to the potter’s house, 
and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I wont down 
to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 
And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the 
potter to make it.” There, says the absolutist, does not that prove 
absolute predestination? Jeremiah did not so understand it—ho 
proceeds: “Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, O house 
of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Be¬ 
hold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O 
house of Israel. At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to de¬ 
stroy it; if that nation against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 
And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concern¬ 
ing a kingdom, to build and to plant'it; if it do evil in my sight, 
that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith 
I said I would benefit them.” No wonder Necessitarians are shy of 
this passage! IVhat is here affirmed actually took place—not only 
in the case of Pharaoh, but of the Jew:: themselves -hence the allu¬ 
sion of the apostle. The ease of the Xinevites illustrates the bright 
side of the picture. Jonah iii. 10. The language is so explicit that 
it needs no comment. The prophet knew better how to handle met¬ 
aphors and allegories than to make them “run on all-fours,” as do 
stone who make moral agents, responsible beings, entirely passive, 
like clay in the hands of the potter. The only point for which he 
uses the metaphor is to set forth the doctrine that as the potter 
does what he pleases with the clay, according to its nature, so God 
does what he pleases with men, according to their nature, as the 
apostle proceeds to explain it, in the remainder of the chapter, and 
in chapters x. and xi. Olshanscn remarks: “On the image of the 
potter comp. Job x. 8; Isa. xlv. 9; Ecclus. xxxiii. 13; Win. xv. 7; 
but the passage which appears more particularly to have been in 
the apostle’s mind in this comparison is Jer. xviii.” The ancients 
made great use of pottery; hence the frequent reference to fictile 
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22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make 
his power known, endured with much long-suffering ‘the 
vessels of wrath || ‘fitted to destruction: 

il Thcss. 5. 9 —| Or, made up.— k 1 Pel.2. 8; Jude 4. 
of every man living indorses. Goodwin has a powerful dissertation 
to this effect, which cannot well he abridged. IVeslcy well notes 
that, as Creator, Proprietor, and Lord of all, God has the right to 
make what creatures he pleases, without assigning a reason (though 
doubtless he has a good and a wise reason) for what he does. “ But 
ns the Moral Governor of the universe, he shows the reason why 
some are saved and others lost. Therefore, though hchath mercy 
on whom he willcth, and whom he willcth he hardeneth (that is, 
suffers to be hardened in consequence of their obstinate wickedness), 
yet his is not the will of an arbitrary, capricious, or tyrannical being, 
lie wills nothing hut what is infinitely wise and good; and therefore 
his will is a most proper rule of judgment. Ife will show' mercy, as 
he hath assured us, to none hut true believers, nor hardens any but 
such as obstinately refuse his mercy.” Clay, —IIi/Lir here means 
potter's clay in the raw state. Lump — in-papa means the mass 
kneaded and prepared for molding. Cf. 1 Cor. v. G, 7; Rom. xi. 1G. 
Honour—dishonour —Honorable or base uses. Wis. xv. 7 explains 
this: so 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21: “In a great house there arc not only ves¬ 
sels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth: and some 
to honor, and some to dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself 
from these [keep aloof from sinners and their sins], he shall bo a 
vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and pre¬ 
pared unto every good work.” So it seems the place assigned to any 
tine in God’s great house, the Church, docs depend on the course ho 
voluntarily follows, and the character which lie thus acquires. By 
what aid he acquires it the apostle is not slow to inform us. This 
principle is of universal application. 

22. What— This is supplied in A. V.—which omits the tif (“but”), 
of which Goodwin loudly complains, as if the translators, with a 
Calvinistie bias, wished to ignore the connection. There seems to 
be an anacoluthon, or rather aposioptxk. W. and \V. supply the a pod- 
utsiu thus: “saved us by calling and justifying.” Some supply from 
vcr. 20, “ Who art thou, O man, that canst answer God ? ” But both 
methods seem forced. Goodwin supplies, “Hath he not power?” 
making the protest's of ver. 21 the apodosis of vcr*22, 23: “If God, 
willing to do thus and thus, hath he not power to do either or both ? ” 
“This completes the sentence, and makes the sense savory and con¬ 
gruous.” Goodwin suggests that the apostle leaves these words to 
be supplied, to show the dependence of these verses on the preced¬ 
ing. Then he was carried away, as it were, with his theme, hasting 
to make the application of his argument. Willing to shew his wrath,— 
No one has any reason to complain if God bears patiently with sin¬ 
ners to bring them to repentance, and so show them mercy; or if 
they harden themselves, and continue impenitent, God displays his 
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23 And that ho might make known 'the riches of his 
glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had "afore pre¬ 
pared unto glory, 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, “not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles? 

wrath, and exhibits his power. Matt. xi. 22-24; Koni.ii, 4, 5. Ves¬ 
sels of wrath —Alluding to the vessels of dishonor ver. 21—sinners 
who have made themselves capable of receiving the wrath of God, 
as a vessel is capable of receiving what may be put in it, or of being 
dashed to pieces as useless. Fitted to destruction: —Tholuck considers 
the participle as put Ilebraistieally for the “adjective verb”— ready, 
suited —that is, fit for destruction. But the correspondent word, 
“prepared,” in ver. 23, suggests the process hy which they were 
made fit for destruction—their own obstinacy, and the divine for¬ 
bearance thus abused. It is impious to say—and the apostle would 
shudder at the horrible thought—that God, by his decree and the 
execution of it, fitted them for destruction—God the author of sin I 
Fletcher says, “Our salvation is of God—and so ver. 23—our dam¬ 
nation of ourselves.” 2 Thess. i. 8, 9; llom. i. 32; ii. 4-8. Chrys¬ 
ostom: “He calls Pharaoh not only a vessel of wrath, but also one 
lilted for destruction—that is, fully fitted, indeed, but by his own 
proper self. For neither had God left out aught of the things likely 
to recover him, nor did he leave out aught of those which would 
ruin him, and put him beyond any forgiveness.” 

23. And that he might make known —As in the examples adduced. 
The riches of his glory —A Pauline expression. (See on ii. 4.) On the 
vessels of mercy,—" Filled up and laden with the very afllucncc of 
glory,” says W'hcdon; but does ini ("on”) suggest that figure? The 
moral perfections of God are eminently displayed in his having 
mercy on penitent sinners—they become indeed' vessels for honor. 
Which he had afore prepared unto glory, —Those he previously pre¬ 
pared for heaven. The work is attributed to God, though the 
Scriptures abundantly testify that it is synergistic—■omnipotent 

Epla ihs'™ 10T1S. ii. 0 ?2,*13. '^Chrysostom'! “Whence', then, are 
some vessels of wrath, and 6ome of mercy? Of their own free 
choice. God, however, being very good, shows the same kindness 
to both. For it was not those in a state of salvation only to whom 
lie showed mercy, but also Pharaoh, as far as his part went. For of 
the same long-suBering both they and he bad the advantage. And 
if he was not saved, it was quite owing to his own will; since, as for 
what concerncth God, lie had as much done for him, as they who 
were saved.” 

24. Even us, — Lit., Whom he also called, us. It is the aorist 
tense, and alludes to the calling of the Gentiles together with the 
Jews—their believing acceptance of the call being implied, as in 
Horn. viii. 30, and other places in Paul’s Epistles. Elsewhere, the 
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25 As he saitli also in Osee, ° I will call them My people, 
which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not 
beloved. 

2(i 'And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it 


word siinplv means “invited,” whether the invitation is accepted or 
rejected, as in Matt. xx. 1G, “ Many are called, but few chosen.” Cf. 
Matt. xxii. 8, 14. Clod predestinates to a conformity to the image 
of his Son, and consequent glorification, none but those who are 
called in the sense here intended—that is, who accept the call. 
Goodwin makes a sensible observation on this place: “The obedi¬ 
ence of faith in believers is both here and frequently elsewhere 
rather ascribed unto the calling of God than to their compliance 
with the call, though this be as requisite to the production of such 
an edect as the other, because it is the principal and primary cause, 
and most worthy consideration.” The word “even”— Hat —also—is 
emphatic, expressive of wonder at the grace thus displayed. Oaf 
(“ us”) is masculine; but ctcicj; (“ vessels”) is neuter — such grammat¬ 
ical licenses, however, are common in Scripture and other writings. 
(See IVincr, see. 21.) jS’ot of the Jeu s only, —This is added because tlie 
Jews thought that vessels of honor could be formed alone out of the 
Jewish lump. But the whole scope of the Epistle is to show that 
Gentiles are culled as well as Jews, and both are alike accepted on 
condition of faith, or both alike rejected if they will not believe and 
obey tbc gospel. 

2G. As he rnilli also in Osee, —Alford suggests that he says “also” 
to intimate “that the matter in hand was not directly prophesied in 
the citation, but one analogous to it.” Bat it may mean, As it was 
even predicted in llosea. The quotation is from llosea ii. 23, where 
the Hebrew reads, “I will have mercy upon her, who had not ob¬ 
tained mercy; and I will say to her who was not my people, My 
people art thou.” The LXX. reads, “And I will love her who was 
not beloved, and I will sav [to him or it] that was not my people, 
Thou art my people.” The Alexandrian copy reads the first clause, 
“I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy,” or, as it 
may be rendered, “pity the unpitied one.” 1 Bet. ii. 10 agrees with 
the Vatican reading and Romans. The Ileb. might be rendered 
either by the word “love” or “mercy”-—the latter, however, here 
denotes that pity or tenderness of regard which springs from love. 
The feminine gender was occasioned by the name of the prophet’s 
daughter, Lo-ruhamah, “Not having obtained mercy.” PIos. i. G; cf. 
ver. 9; ii. 1. I will call —Constitute. 

2G. And it shall come to pass, —This quotation is from Hos. i. 10, 
slightly differing from the Ileb. and LXX. Both quotations refer, 
in llosea, to the Israelites of the ten tribes, who were rejected by 
God because of their idolatry—as Calvin and others interpret; but 
1 ■’arcus and others interpret it of the Gentiles. Goodwin and others 
think the “oracles” in llosea were so indited as to apply primarily 
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■was said unto them, Ye arc not my people; there shall they 
be called, The children of the living God. 

27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, ’Though the 
number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
r a remnant shall be saved: 


q Isn. 10. 22. 23.—rch. 11. 5. 


to the Jews, or Israelites, .and by accommodation to the Gentiles. 
The Israelites in their captivity were mixed with Gentiles, so that 
what is said of one might be said of the other—hence Peter refers 
the language to the Gentiles—Paul seems to embrace both. Good¬ 
win thinks that the apostle’s design in citing these passages was to 
show that it is no new thing that persons once rejected, or alienated 
front God, should be restored to his favor, so that the Jews had no 
reason to complain that Gentiles as well as Jews were made vessels 
of mercy prepared for glory, on condition of their faith in Christ, 
however great may have been their previous alienation from him. 
The sense may be thus given: And it shall lie in the place—any¬ 
where in their dispersion, where the inhabitants twitted them with 
their rejection as God’s people, they should, on their acceptance of 
Jesus as the Messiah, be recognized as his people, as well as the be¬ 
lieving Gentiles. There —Not in the Ileb. or LXX. Shall they be 
called ,—So LXX., which has “even they,” making it emphatic. The 
children —The Hcb., LXX., and Paul, have “sons”—but, as Goodwin 
says, in a case like this it comprehends daughters. The liviny Qod .— 
So called in opposition to dead idols, and because lie exists through 
all generations and to all eternity to fulfill all his counsels—Good¬ 
win says “because his glory is waxing in the minds of men anil an¬ 
gels.” ’ (See on Matt. xvi. 16; xxvi. G3; Job vi. 57, 69; 1 Thess. i. 
9; 1 Tim. iii. 15.) 

27. Emiat also crieth —Goodwin says this indicates either great 
sorrow or an ardent desire that all men, especially the Jews, should 
lay it to heart—probably the latter. The quotation is from Isa. x. 
22, 23, where the prophet states that though the great body would 
be taken, principally of the ten tribes, but including many of the 
kingdom of Judah—according to the boast of Sennacherib in the As¬ 
syrian Annals 200,150 people—of course, a gross exaggeration—yet 
tiie remnant spoken of ver. 20, 21, should return. In the other quo¬ 
tation from Isa. i. 9, it is said that it should be a very small remnant, 
yet enough to preclude the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, which were 
utterly destroyed. This the apostle applies to the case of the Jews 
under the gospel: though the great body of them should be rejected 
because of their unbelief, vet there should be a remnant of believers, 
who would prove as a seed, producing ultimately a glorious harvest. 
The quotation from Isa. x. 22, 23, agrees nearly' with the LXX., 
which has, “And even though the people of Israel be as the sand of 
the sea, the remnant of them shall be saved. He is finishing and 
cutting short the word in righteousness, for a shortened word the 
Lord will make in the whole land.” This differs in language, but 
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28 For he will finish || the work, and cut it short in right¬ 
eousness: 'because a short work will the Lord make upon 
the earth. 

29 And as Esaias said before, ‘Except the Lord of Sab- 


agrces substantially with the Hebrew—which Tholuck renders: 
“The extermination is determined, it accordingly streams forth, 
bringing righteousness; for the Lord (fod of hosts execulcth the 
appointed destruction in all the land.” Zaps is terse and to the 
[mint: “The ruin is decreed—righteousness overflows, for the Lord 
the Hod of hosts executes a firmly determined desolation in the mid¬ 
dle of all the land.” As the sand of the sen,—A common comparison 
for a great number—Gen. xxii. 17; xxxii. 12—hence referred to the 
great body of the Israelites, who were carried into captivity. A rem¬ 
nant —“Yet the remnant” is the sense. Shall be mved :—Isaiah refers 
to their return from captivity, and to their allegiance to Jehovah. 
Paul refers it to their salvation through faith in .1 esus as the Messiah, 
who was rejected by the great body of the Jews. 

28. For he will finish—Far he is finishing and cutting short the 
word— Uyov. He will speedily accomplish his decree, which was to 
punish the Israelites for their sin, and that bv the instrumentality of 
the Assyrian, but to accomplish this by a just proportion, not allow¬ 
ing of an utter extermination. So in the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish State by the Ilomans, the days were shortened for 
the sake of the elect. Yer. 28 was added as a part of the quotation, 
without any special application to gospel times. The Lord —In Isa¬ 
iah it is “tiie Lord Jehovah of Sabaoth.” It is not likely that Paul 
omitted “Jehovah of Sabaoth” for the reason assigned by Goodwin, 
that lie wished merely to express his right of dominion, which is 
done in the word Adoni, and not his executive power: he wished to 
express both, and Ivipwf (“Lord”) docs it. He retains the other in 
the next quotation—the reason, perhaps, that he omitted it in this. 
The earth. —llcb. Crete, LXX. nihaa/ni'o. and V'V, here, all mean the 
land of Israel. Chrysostom makes the “short word” faith (Horn. x. 
!)), and says: “This short word carries with it not salvation only— 


2i). And as limine eaid before, —Vulg., praxlixii; Itlicims, “fore¬ 
told”—so Hose, Robinson, l)c Wcttc, Tholuck, and others; but all 
the old versions (except ltheims), llcr.i, Calvin, Grotius, Goodwin, 
W . and W., and others, agree with A. V., and Alford says, “Surely 
there is no necessity for allixing an unusual sense to the word where 
the ordinary one suits much better.” Isa. i. 0 is not properly a 
prophecy. Wesley: “Had said before concerning those who were 
besieged in Jerusalem by Re/.in and Pckah.” Goodwill has “had 
said,” and remarks, “The preler-pcrfect tense for the prctcr-phiper¬ 
fect is 1 Icbrew-wisc.” Rut the perfect may be retained, “ has said.” 
The Lord of Solmath- Rengel: “In 1 Sam. and Isa. Salmotk is put 
[in the LXX.] for the llcb. teebaoth—in all other books it is trails- 
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aoth had left, us a seed, “wc had been ns Sodotna, nnd been 
made like uuto Gomorrah. 

dO What shall we say then? 'That the Gentiles which 
followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteous¬ 
ness, 'even the righteousness which is of faith: 


laleil nevTmcpuTup, ‘Ruler over nil’: whence there is si nine ground 
for con jecture that one, or perhaps several persons, translated those 
two books, and different persons the rest. And in the same 1 Sam. 
Scripture begins to give this title to Clod, although others had been 
formerly used, aa it were, in its place. Ex. xxxiv. 23.” Alford 
says: “This is not strictly the case— Itwa/mw is found in several 
places, and sn/3nw9 occure in Zceh. xiii. 2, B X’” Sabaoth means 
“hosts,” and sometimes denotes the heavenly liodies (Isa. xxxiv. 4), 
and sometimes the angels (1 Kings xxii. 19; of. Lukeii. 13); some¬ 
times both are spoken of together (IN. cxlviii. 2,3; cf. Job xxxviii. 
7). “Jehovah (Clod) of hosts” is frequently found in Psalms, Isa., 
Jer., Zeeli., and Mai. The rabbins say, when God judges his creat¬ 
ures, he is called Etohim —when lie shows nicrcv, Jehovah —when he 
fights against sinners, he is called Sabaolh —but it is “Jehovah God 
of hosts.” James (v. 4) writes, “the Lord of Sabaoth”—Macknight 
suggests, as more agreeable to the Jews. The reference to Sodom 
and Gomorrah is frequent in the Bible—thus Jude: “Even as Sodont 
and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, . . . are set forth for an 
example” of utter destruction. Cf. Matt. xi. 23, 24. And been made 
like unto —Goodwin: “We should have been in all ages mentioned 
upon all occasions for a people exeinplarilv destroyed, rush and 
branch, by God, as Gomorrah now is. The Greek translators use 
the like expressions elsewhere. IIos. iv. G; Ezek. xxxii. 2." They 
follow the Ileb. idiom. 

30. What shall we say then? —(See on vcr. 14.) What shall wo infer 
from the foregoing discussion? Not merely from the passages cited 
from the prophets—they are incidental and illustrative—but what 
is the conclusion of the argument? Tholuck: “Melanchthon justly 
says, This expressly shows the cause of reprobation, namely, because 
they would not beiieve the gospel—therefore the similitude of the 
clay is not to lie understood as if the will of man was not the cause 
of reprobation.” That the Gentiles which followed not after righteous¬ 
ness,—Tncre is no necessity of limiting tfic metaphor to a race, like 
Lange and others, or to a hunt, like Whedon. Agonistic allusions 
are scarce in Romans—Hebraistic metaphors abound. Ai/jm seems 
to denote the same as the Keb. radnph, which means to pursue for 
any purpose—to seek after anything—it is so used in the classics— 
so the rabbins. Tiie heathen, as a mass, knew but little, and eared 
but little, for righteousness, till they were enlightened by the gos¬ 
pel, then they did—that is, those who were constituted the vessels 
of mercy, and the Israel of God, sought it by faith, and obtained it 
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31 But Israel, 'which followed after the law of righteous¬ 
ness, “hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32 Wherefore? Because they nought it not by faith, but 
as it were by the works of the law. For ‘they stumbled at 
that stumbling-stone; 

33 As it is written, 'Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling- 


zOh. 111. sn 11. 7.— fiGnl. 6. *.—bLnk« 2. St; 1 Cor. 1. 23.—cPs. 11#. 22; Iso. S. 
liven the righteousness —A righteousness), however which is by 

81. Hut Israel, —The great body of the Jews—“ the remnant” ex¬ 
cepted. Which followed after the law of righteousness, —Not per hypal- 
larjen, for the righteousness of the law. The article is not used—it 
means a rule, or method, of justification. The Jews sought it by 
works, by merit of their own, and, of course, failed. This is more 
fully developed in ch. x. Hath not attained —Did not attain. The 
Gentiles laid hold on it—the Jews did not even come up to it—they 
fell short in the pursuit. This is strikingly illustrated in Acts xiii. 
33—52. (See notes.) Their pursuing (willing and running) resulted 
in failure. To the law of righteousness. —W. and W.: “To a system, 
or dispensation, of righteousness— i. e., the gospel covenant of grace 
and justification— norma juxta qunm Ileus jmtijicat." The omission 
of “righteousness” after the second “law,” in some MSS., is not to 
he indorsed. Uloomfield ably defends the received text. Tischcn- 
dorf lias restored it, after canceling it. It is no tautology—it gives 
clearness and emphasis to the passage. 

32, IK/icre/ore?— AVhy did the Jews fail to attain righteousness? 
■Because they sought it not by faith, —Chrysostom says, “This is the 
clearest solution of the whole passage.”* It specially explains ver. 
lfi. Hut as it were —Tholuek says: “The u f (‘as’) answers to the 
JIcb. raph veritatis — i. e., it involves a comparison with all objects of 
the same species. The nsc of it is particularly manifest at John i. 
14, where Chrysostom remarks it, likewise at John vii. 10; Phil. ii. 
12; Philemon 14." Winer (sec. 0-5): “'lit wfcrrtj-; (‘by faith’) de¬ 
notes the objective standard— i-K ff i-pyov (‘as by works’) the purely 
ideal.” Alford: “Subjectively—as if about to obtain their object 
by.” Hy the works of the law. —By works of law'—both nouns are 
anarthrous—any works opposed to faith will fail to justify. The 
received text appears to be genuine—though some good MSS. and 
versions omit vofim (“of law”), l’or tlay stumbled —Some MSS., ver¬ 
sions, and critics, omit “for.” llrmaubxru means to strike against 
any thing, and especially a n-pomo/iaa —or stumbling-stone. Alford - 
thinks “the similitude of a race is still kept up”; but the figure of 
stumbling is used in a very general sense in the Scriptures. (See on 
Malt. xi. 6; xvi. 23.) 

33. As it is m itten, —Paul does not quote literally from either the 
Hcb. or LXX. of Isa. xxviii. 16 and viii. 14, but, after the Jewish 
manner, lie takes such clauses as he wants from both places, and 
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stone, and rock of offence: and ‘‘whosoever bclieveth on 
him shall not bo || ashamed. 

dCll. 10.11.—| Or, confounded. 


blends them together. Isa. xxviii. 16 reads in the Heb.: “ Behold 
I have laid in Zion a foundation-stone, a tried stone, a corner-stone, 
precious, and surely founded: lie who trusts it need not fly”—as 
Tholiiclc renders. The LXX. has, “Behold, I lay for the founda¬ 
tions of Sion a costly stone—a choice corner-stone, invaluable for its 
foundations; and he who believes shall by no means he ashamed.” 
Isa. viii. 14 reads in the Ilcb.: "lie will be for a sanctuary, but for 
a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offense to both the houses of 
Israel; for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem." 
The LXX. is free enough: “And if thou shalt trust in him, lie shall 
be to thee for a sanctuary; and ye shall not come against him as 
against a stumbling-stone, neither as the falling of a rock; but the 
houses of Jacob arc in a snare, and the dwellers in Jerusalem in a 
pit.” The apostle, having no use for the predicates of the founda¬ 
tion-stone in Isa. xxviii., introduces those of the stumbling-stone in 
Isa. viii. Some of the Jews, in Ilezckiah’s time, wanted to form a 
league with Egypt against Assyria—against this the Lord warns 
them, giving them the assurance that if they did they should cer¬ 
tainly come to grief, as one falls who runs’ against a stumbling- 
block; but that all true theocrats, who trusted in Jehovah, would 
realize his sure protection, and not be confounded before their ene¬ 
mies. The ancient Jews referred both passages to the Messiah— 
they primarily referred to events then imminent; but these wore 
typical of a higher fulfillment, as Christ and the apostles affirm. 
Matt. xxi. 42-14; Acts iv. 11; 1 l’ct. ii. 6, 7, 8. .Simeon so applies 
Isa. viii. (Sec on Luke ii. 34.) Augustin says: “Christ in the state 
of humiliation is the little stone at the feet, on which the daring 
runner stumbles: Christ in the state of exaltation is the mighty rock, 
which, falling from on high, dashes the rebellious to pieces.” This 
refers to the two words, a stone, and m-pa, a rock—but the dis¬ 

tinction is not obvious. Tholiick: “The words are delivered in the 
name of Jchovali to such of the theocrats in J udah as stood in danger 
of being seduced into distrust of the divine aid against their enemies, 
Israel and Syria. In opposition to such fears God here offers himself 
to all who yield him the honor, for a secure sanctuary; but on the 
other hand, to such as assume a position of hostility against him, for 
a stone of ollense and fall.” “As Christ is the rock, through which 
alone the man who is alive to his need of salvation can obtain firm 
footing, so is he likewise, however, the rocky point upon which the 
proud and self-righteous dash themselves, ami break their hard 
heads.” It expresses failure in aim, and consequent misfortune and 
grief. So the Jews, as Chrysostom says: “.Stumbling comes from 
not attending, and from panting after other tilings, because they 
gave their minds to the law, they struck against the stone.” ir/ei'u- 
cvit —n<if is omitted in the LXX., and in many MSS. in this place; 
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but it ia found in every MS. of Koin. x. 11. Believeth on him—Some 
render “on it”—the stone; but Goodwin says, “<nVu cannot relate 
unto JWftif, because of wt-pa, being the feminine gender, coming be¬ 
tween ; therefore must needs relate unto the person signified bv that 
?.!0or, or stone.” He docs not think that the formula, “As it is writ¬ 
ten,” binds us to the conclusion that the words were primarily de¬ 
signed to refer to Christ; but that there is an affinity between what 
is there recorded and what took place in regard to the question in 
hand. As the Jews stumbled and fell bv rejecting the provisions 
made for their welfare in the days of Isaiah, so says Paul, they again 
stumble and fall by their unbelief and rejection of Jesus, as the 
promised Messiah, and the only means of obtaining the righteous¬ 
ness they sought—while the Gentiles, by believing oil him, realized 
it, though they had not previously sought after it. Shall not be 
ashamed .— The licit, is, “shall not make haste” — flee away, as 
routed in battle, and so confounded, or ashamed—so the LXX., 
only that has the subjunctive. It is inexpressibly pajnful and piti¬ 
ful to see great and good men so warped by dogmatic prejudice as 
to reject the lucid interpretation which the inspired apostle gives 
of “the mystery” of the rejection of the Jews for their unbelief, and 
the election of "the Gentiles because of their faith—not because the 
former were unconditionally and absolutely reprobated, and the 
other elected, from all eternity—than which nothing can be more 
horrible and foreign from the divine nature and economy, as here 
set forth, and more fully developed in the next two chapters. (See 
John Goodwin’s Dissertation on Romans ix.) 


CHAPTER X. 

5 The scripture sheweth the difference betwixt the righteousness of the law, 
and th is of faith, 11 and that all, both Jew and Gentile, that believe, shall 
not be confounded, 18 and that the Gentiles shall receive the word and be¬ 
lieve. 1!) Israel was not ignorant of these things. 

B RETHREN, lily heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they might be saved. 


X.—1. Brethren ,—lie thus kindly prefaces the rebuke which is to 
follow. Cf. vii. 1; ix. 1, 2, 3. A. V. overlooks the prv (“indeed”), 
which calls for a corresponding St (“but”)—that is not expressed, 
but implied in ver. 2, 3— q. d., I indeed desire their salvation, but 
they oppose it. My heart’s desire — KiiSoida, like the Ileb. ration, is 
sometimes used for will, or desire, or purpose, the intent being be¬ 
nevolent, as here. Chrysostom: “For it is not likely that the same 
person should desire their salvation, and not desire it only, but even 
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2 For I bear them record “ that tlicy have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge. 

3 For they, being ignorant of ‘God’s righteousness, and 
going about to establish their own 'righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

4 For ‘'Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth. 



pray for it, and yet should also hate them, and feel aversion to them; 
for by his heart’s desire here he means exceeding good desire.” For 
Israel —The best authorities have “for them”—thus connecting tills 
chapter more immediately with the preceding, as seems proper. 
That they might be saved. —This is a correct paraphrase—lit., “ for sal¬ 
vation”—not "for destruction.” lie hoped for their salvation, and 
prayed and labored for it. Bengel says, “Paul would not have 
prayed for them, had they been utterly reprobate.” 

2. For I bear them record —For I testify in regard to them. A zeal 
of God, —Not “great zeal,” “godly zeal,” but “zeal for God.” Cf. 
John ii. 17; Acts xxi. 20; xxii. 31; Gal. i. 14. But not according to 
knowledge. —Their zeal was not directed by correct views of the plan 
of salvation. Still, their earnestness afforded ground to hope favor¬ 
ably in their case—stolid indiflercnce generates despair. 

3. For they, being ignorant —Lit., ignoring—not recognizing the 
spiritual and evangelical import of their own Scriptures. Of God’s 
righteousness, —The justification which God reckons to the believer in 
Christ. (Sec on i. 17.) And going about to establish their own righteous¬ 
ness, —The best authorities omit" righteousness” in this clause: Their 
own seeking to establish—that is, to set it up as the basis of acceptance 
with God. Hare not submitted themselves —It is not material whether 
it be rendered as a middle or as a passive—the latter comprehends 
the former, and comprises^ besides, all other agencies employed in 
bringing the soul into captivity to the obedience of Christ. It is the 
2 aorist, and so seems to refer to the time when the proposition of 
salvation through Jesus Christ was made to them, and was rejected 
by them. Unto the righteousness of God. —Chrysostom: “This he calls 
God’s righteousness, that from faith, because it conies entirely from 
the grace from above, and because men are justified in this* case, not 
by labors, but by the gift of God. But they who evermore resisted 
the Holy Spirit, vexatiously trying to be justified by the law, came 
not over to the faith.” 

4. For Christ is the end of the law —Middleton does not show any 
good reason for this rendering. Both words—rfAof (“end”) and 
vo/mv (“of law”)—are anarthrous, and the article should not be pre¬ 
fixed to either. Paul may have special reference to the Mosaic law; 
but he here speaks of law in general, as in iii. 20, 21, 28, 31, et al. 
To every one, Jew or Gentile, who has sought in vain to be justified 
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5 For Moses describcth the righteousness which is of the 


by legal works, Christ is an end of law. Having found Christ, and 
justification through him, he no more seeks to he justified by law— 
there is an end to that. Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9, furnishes a luminous com¬ 
mentary on this passage: “What things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law”—or, rather, that from 
law (anarthrous, as here)—“but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” fly losing sight 
of Ibis simple and satisfactory solution, many critics have involved 
themselves in inextricable difficulties—making Christ the scope of 
the Mosaic law in several senses—or chronologically taking place of 
the law, the Christian succeeding the Jewish dispensation; or fulfill¬ 
ing the law, the ceremonial by his death—the moral by his life; or, 
as Chrysostom interprets, the end, or intention, of the law war. to 
make men righteous, but, failing in this, “Christ gave a fuller accom¬ 
plishment of this end through faith”—nebulous, as all his copious 
comment on this passage. To every one that belieaeth. —The believer 
in Christ is justified—obtains pardon, which he could not obtain by 
legal works of any sort. “But to him that worketh not, but bcliev- 
eth on him that justifictli the ungodly; his faith is counted for right¬ 
eousness” (Rom. iv. 5). Hence righteousness in this place does not 
mean sanctification, but justification—relative, not real, righteous¬ 
ness—according to its current meaning in this Kpistlc. (See on i. 
17.) Real, or implanted, righteousness, of course, comes through 
Christ; but here it means just i lira Linn by faith. “Christ is made of 
God unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and re¬ 
demption" (1 Cor. i. 80)—wlicre the one is distinguished from the 
other, though Christ is the Source of both. Legal obedience is set 
aside, as the condition of justification—faith, in its very nature, re¬ 
jects every thing as the ground of pardon, except tlie merits of 
Christ, who is our exclusive and all-sufficient Saviour. 

The best oheilienee of my hands 
Dares not appear before thy throne: 

Bat raith can answer thy demands 
By pleading what my Lord lias done. 

Tvndale, Cranmcr, and Geneva, understand it of justification; they 
render, “to justify all that believe.” Meyer comes near the point: 
“ Christ ends the law hv introducing the economy in which no longer 
the law, but faith, is the ground of salvation.” 

5. For Moses describeth —Rather, writes concerning—as it is not a 
description. Of the law, —By law—the best authorities omit the ar¬ 
ticle. That the- man —"Or< (“that”) rrcitantis, should lie omitted in 
translation: The man doing these things shall live by thorn—not 
“by it,” aery, but “by them,” abroig —the received text being the 
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law, "That the man which docth those things shall live by 
them. 

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speakcth on this 


best supported. The quotation is literally from the LXX. of Lev. 
xviii. 5: so the Ileb. 'Er, like belli, means through, or by means of 
—obedience being the condition of life. Origen and others restrict 
"life” to residence in Canaan, which, indeed, was a legal sanction; 
but this does not exclude a higher sense—viz., happiness in the next 
world, as well as in this. So far as law was concerned, the sanction 
was life as the reward of obedience, and death as the penalty of dis¬ 
obedience—the counterpart being, “The soul that sinneth,’it shall 
die.” Whatever provision may have been made for repentance and 
pardon was outside of law—the apostle has nothing to say about 
that. The later Jews extend the idea of life to the future slate; 
thus Onkelos and Jonathan: “Whosoever keeps those command¬ 
ments shall thereby live in the life eternal.” Kben Kara says, 
Moses promises eternal life to those who know the secret of the law 
—to others, temporal things. Christ understood it of “eternal life.” 
Luke x. 25, 26. The moral law is necessarily a rule of life and fut¬ 
ure judgment. That this is compatible with its rejection as the con¬ 
dition of justification, or the pardon of sin, has been already noted. 
Chrysostom: “There is no other way of becoming righteous in the 
law save by fulfilling the whole of it; but this has not been possible 
for any one, and therefore this righteousness has failed them. But 
tell us, Paul, of the other righteousness also, that which is of grace. 
What is that then? and of what does it consist in? Hear the words 
in which he gives a clear sketch of it. For after he had refuted the 
others, he goes on to this.” 

6. Hut the righteousness which is offaith —Rather, “by faith.” (See 
on i. 17.) Speaketh on this wise, —Thus speaks—a personification. Say 
not in thine heart, —Think not—a Heb. idiom, as wc think in language. 
Who shall ascend into heavent —Paul here applies to the case in hand 
Deut. xxx. 11-14, which reads thus in the LXX., varying very little 
from the Heb.: “ For this commandment which I give thee this day 
is not grievous, neither is it far from thee. It is not in heaven above, 
saying, Who shall go up for us into heaven, and shall take it for us, 
and we will hear, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, saying, 
Who will go over for us to the other side of the sea, and take it for 
us, and make it audible to us, and we will do it? The word is very 
nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, and in thy hands, to do 
it.” It cannot be supposed that in Deuteronomy Moses contradicts 
what he has said in Leviticus. The passage in Deuteronomy merely 
says that the Israelites had a knowledge of God’s will brought to 
them, so that they had not to go to heaven or over the sea—pro¬ 
verbial expressions for .accomplishing great undertakings—in order 
to ascertain what God required of them. Cf. Micah vi. 8; Job xi. 
9; Ps. cxxxix. 8, 9; Amos ix. 2. Thus Barnch iii. 1C: "Who hath 
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wise,'Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring 
up Christ again from the dead.) 


/Dent. 30. 12,13. 


gone up into heaven, and taken wisdom, and brought her down from 
(lie clouds? who hath gone over the sea, and found her?” So Philo: 
“ W’liat need is there, either to take long journeys, or go to sea, in 
search of virtue, we having the root of it within lis?” The Jerusa¬ 
lem Targum renders the words of Moses: “O that there were one 
like Jonah the prophet, who would descend into the depth of the 
great sea!” Paul uses the word “abyss” in the same sense, and 
the rather, as it furnishes a striking antithesis to “heaven.” It is 
absurd to construe this of “the Isles of the Blessed,” on the one 
hand, and “Tartarus,” on the other. All that Moses said was that 
they had not to perform any difficult service in order to ascertain the 
will of Clod. Paul simply applies this to the case in hand. Those 
to whom he wrote might readily ascertain what God required of 
them in order to their justification—extending the idea to the per¬ 
formance, as well as the knowledge, of the requirements. That is, 
tn briny < 'lirixl damn from abnre :—The Jews, with their carnal notions, 
could not think of a Messiah who was not visibly and corporeally 
present with them; hut Paul shows that that would not help the 
matter of their salvation. It is “expedient” that Christ should re¬ 
main in heaven, as the object of faith, not sight. John xvi. 7; xx. 
2!); 1 Pet. i. 8. 

7. Or, !17a> xhall dexeeiul into the deep ?—A poetical and rhetorical 
expression for the grave—not the world of spirits. As Christ was 
not visibly present, they were disposed to discredit his resurrection, 
and demanded his rc-appoarancc on the earth. But the testimony 
of those who had seen him after his resurrection, confirmed by mir¬ 
acles, could not he disbelieved hv the sincere and earnest seekers 
after truth. The application of tfie language of Moses to Christ is 
in Paul’s manner. It is not necessary to suppose, with Unhid 
Bccluii, that Moses intended that it should refer to the Messiah, 
and he fulfilled in him. Tholuck: “The apostle's object is to show 
how easy is righteousness by faith. Accordingly, the infinitives after 
Terr' fan (‘that is’) arc to he reganled as statement of the purpose 
of that proceeding which forms the subject of the question. The 
member of the Old Testament theocracy needed no more to ask, 
Who shall ascend into heaven to make known unto me God’s will? 
The subject of the N. T. needs just as little to put this question— 
nay, not even, Who shall ascend into heaven to bring Christ down?” 
This short and easy method of expounding the passage avoids the 
fruitless logomachies in Schaff’s Lange, Alford, and others. Surely 
it is hold to say with Thcodoret, indorsed by Meyer and others, 
“Paul teaches again the difference between the law’and grace, and 
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8 But wliat saith it? 'The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach: 


introduces Moses the lawgiver as teacher of both.” It takes hard 
squeezing to force the latter out of Deut. xxx., which treats only 
of the law. Luther comes near the mark: “Paul frames against 
the self-righteous, as it were, a new and right text, but of the words 
of Moses.” So ilengel: “The parody, if I may so call it, most 
sweetly alludes to the passage, without expressly quoting it.” 'Wes¬ 
ley : “To accommodate to our present subject the words which Moses 
spoke touching the plainness of the law.” Chrysostom: “He uses 
the words found in the O. T., being always at pains to keep quite 
clear of the charges of the love of novelties, and opposition to it. 
For this which he here says of faith, Moses says of the command¬ 
ment itself, so showing that they had enjoyed at God’s hand a great 
benefit. For there is no need to say, he means, that one must go up 
to heaven, or cross a great sea, and then receive the commandment, 
but things so great and grand hath God made of easy access to us.” 
So Grotius, Beza, Do Wette, Stuart, Hodge, and others. 

8. But what saith ilt —The Cambridge MS., the Vulg., Origen and 
several other Fathers, WyclifTc, Tyndale, and lthcims, have, “What 
saith the Scripture?” But it is the personification of righteousness 
by faith, as ver. 6 . The word is nigh thee,— The revealed will of God 
concerning the condition of salvation is made known to thee—that is, 
to all to whom the apostles preached. In thy mouth, —By which it is 
professed. And in thy heart: —By which it is believed. So far the 
Heb.—the LXX. adds, “in thy hand;" but this addition is not need¬ 
ed, nor did it suit the apostle's scope to say, as in the Heb., “ that thou 
mayst do it”—as he is treating of faith—not of works of law. The 
word of faith, —The subject-matter of belief—the proposition of salva¬ 
tion. Gal. iii. 2; 1 Tim. iv. 6 . Which we preach.— Paul and his co¬ 
laborers. Chrysostom: “The word is nigh thee—that is, it is easy. 
For in thy mind, and in thy tongue, is thy salvation. There is no long 
journey to go, no seas to sail over, no mountains to pass, to get saved. 
But if you be not minded to cross so much as the threshold, you may 
even while you sit at home be saved. For in thy mouth and in thy 
heart is the source of salvation.” (See on ver. 14.) C. Wesley makes 
a good use of this passage in rejecting the Mystic schemes of justifi¬ 
cation, which, however worded, are but thinly-veiled methods of 
justification by legal works: 
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9 That ‘if thou slialt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou slialt be saved. 

10 For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. 



JJut Ihr righteousness of faith 



0, That —'On here is not rccitantii, as in A. V.; but it assigns a 
reason for the foregoing—henco confession is pnt before belief, con¬ 
forming to the order of the words in tbe quotation—whereas Paul 
himself gives them in the order in which they would be naturally 
presented in preaching—see vcr. 10, All the old Kuglisli versions, 
except Wyclifle, have “For.” With thy month —By thy mouth, as 
we say, "l>y word of mouth.” The Lord'Jena, —As it is anarthrous, 
most commentators construe Ki-pmg (“Lord”) as a predicate, placed 
first for emphasis. So Stuart, Tlioluck, Meyer, W. and \V., Lange. 
B and some Fathers have i/ri Keying 'Iyuotif—others add lartv —that 
Jesus is Lord. Alford demurs, because Paul often uses Kvpiog 'Ir/aovg 
for “the Lord Jesus”—though he admits that in 2 Cor. iv. 5 he 
does not, hut renders “Christ Jesus as Lord.” To acknowledge 
him as “Lord” is to recognize his Mediatorial royalty, as in Phil, 
ii. 11: “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord”— i>r< Krptog'lyomg Xpio-ig — where Jesus Christ is used as a 
proper name, the subject of the predicate Kiyn.if (Lord), as here. 
Chrysostom says, “That he is Lord, then, is plain from the resur¬ 
rection.” That God hath rained —That God raised him from the 
dead—not as an isolated historical event, but as the central fact of 
our redemption, ratifying his atoning sacrifice. (See on iv. 25.) 
Than shalt he saved .—From sin and its consequences. 

10. For with the heart, —As the words are anarthrous, it is better to 
render, For in heart it is believed unto righteousness, and by mouth 
it is confessed unto salvation. The passive verbs refer to the propo¬ 
sition specified—“the word of faith,” as preached by the apostles. 
Faith is an exercise of the mind—spiritual, internal, known only to 
God and the believer. Confession is a vocal expression of it. Thus 
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11 For the scripture saith, ' "Whosoever believeth 
all not be ashamed. 


t distinction is not between “the heart and the head,” as f 
t between the heart and the mouth—the internal and tl 
1. Heart, in Scripture, means mind, spirit, soul—“tin 
in"—“the hidden man of the heart”—the spiritual, a 
ished from the corporeal. It thus comprehends intclle 
ity, and will—all the functions of our spiritual natti 
ellect receives and comprehends the proposition to be l 
} sensibility is excited by a sense of sin, and the need of a 
d the will, as the executive power of the soul, closes in 
erluro, and completes the act of faith. 



is absurd to talk about the faith of the heart (meaning t 
11s), as contrasted with the faith of the head; and it is ct 
talk about a mere “historical faith,” as being sufficient f 
n. The devils believe thus, and make confession too; 
>y saved by their faith and confession? Luke iv. 33, 34 
i9, 20. Olshausen says, “A dumb faith is no faith." “I 
■rcforc I SDoke: we also believe, and therefore sneak.” ! 
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12 For ‘there is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for 'the same Lord over all, “is rich unto all that 
call upon him. 

13 “ For whosoever shall call • upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they hear p without a 
preacher? 

^ tCh. 3.2-2; Actel5 ; 3^0nl.S.M i -£Acl«Hi.M^ch.:L_»i 1 Tim. 2. 5,-». E|)ll. 


12. For there is no difference —There is no distinction between Jew 
mid Greek in regard to the frcencss of the gospel and the conditions 
of salvation; for ho is Lord of all—Gentiles as well as Jews. (See 
on iii. 29.) Lange: “ We must suppose a breviloqucnce here: One 
and the same Lord is Lord over all. The one Lord is Christ, ac¬ 
cording to Origcn, Chrysostom, llengcl, Tholuck, and most other ex¬ 
positors—seever.9; Acts x. 3(1; Phil.ii.il.” Olshatisen: “'Onil-df 
is the subject, and K/yj/of the predicate. According to the context, 
God is primarily meant, as the quotation indicates, but according to 
St. Paul’s way of thinking, it is, of course, God in Christ. Il?.mmiv 
relates to the riches of grace and mercy, from which no one is ex¬ 
cluded. P>y fif is signified the direction in which the stream of grace 
pours itself forth.” Rather, Paul naturally applies to Christ the 
name and attributes of the Jehovah of the 0. T. Rich— A Pauline 
expression. (See on ii. 4; ix. 33; xi. 12, 33.) Lange well says: 
“This is both the enlargement and restriction of Christ’s rich proofs 
of salvation—only those who call upon him, but also all who call 
upon him, share in his salvation. The calling upon him is the spe¬ 
cific proof of faith, by which they accept him as their Lord and 

13. For whosoever —The Greek is stronger, For every one, whoso¬ 
ever may invoke the Lord’s name shall be saved. The yap (“for”) 
introduces the quotation, which is literal from Joel iii. 5, Heb.; ii. 
32, LXX., Eng. This occurs at the close of a magnificent Messianic 
prophecy. (Sec on Acts ii. 16-21.) 

14. How then shall they call on him —Instead of the future indicative, 
the majority of the principal MSS. have the aorist subjunctive, in 
every case in this sorites —which is best rendered, “How then could 
they.” Here is a descending climax. The questions imply a nega¬ 
tive. They could not invoke one in whom they had no faith; they 
could not believe in one of whom they heard not; they could not 
hear without a preacher; men could not preach unless they were 
sent. Paul puts the case thus in order to bring into prominence the 
mission of the apostles, and thus show the turpitude of unbelief. 
The context shows that the reference is principally to the unbeliev¬ 
ing Jews, though, of course, it comprehends also the unbelieving 
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15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it 
is written, ’ How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things I 

Gentiles. In t ehom they knee not believed f —There must be initial faith 
in Christ to induce any one to call upon him for salvation. This 
invocation is, indeed, the way in which faith is exercised, and by 
which justification and all other fruits of faith are realized. Of whom 
they have not heard !—Of whom they heard not. The verbs are all 
aorists. Some render of (“of whom”) as an adverb of place— 
“where they did not hear.” Vulg. and Kheiins: “Or how shall 
they believe him whom they have not heard?” And how shall they 
hear without a preachert —They could not hear the gospel unless some 
one proclaimed it to them, kypioaov-of means one announcing ns a 
herald—as in ver. 8—“the word of faith which we preach”— ni/pba- 
coper. This fixes the meaning of the word. 

15. And how shall they preach, except they be sent !—It is not neces¬ 
sary here, with Olshausen, to show that apostles and other min¬ 
isters have an outward, ecclesiastical vocation, as well as an inward 
and divine. The apostles, in the first instance, had only the lat¬ 
ter— there being no Church to indorse their divine commission. 
Lukeix.; xxiv. 44-49; Matt.xxviii. 19, 20; Mark xvi. 15-20; Acts 
ix.; Gal. i.; ii. The sending forth of Paul and Barnabas on their 
missionary tour, by the Church at Antioch, at the instance of the 
Holy Spirit, does not affect this principle. Acts xiii. They had 
been preaching to Jews and Gentiles before this. That ordinary 
preachers should have a vocation from the Church, as well ns from 
the Holy Spirit, is true, but not pertinent to this case. As it is writ¬ 
ten ,—The quotation is from Isa. Hi. 7—an abridgment and slight 
change of the Hebrew text—the LXX. is different. Some MSS., 
versions, and Fathers, omit tire clause, “that preach the gospel (or 
glad tidings) of peace.” The scribes, perhaps, left it out because of 
similar endings—a frequent cause of omission. Paul omitted " upon 
the mountains,” as not necessary, and changed the singular to tlje 
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10 But'they have not all obeyed the gospel. ForEsaias 
saitli, “Lord, who hath believed four || report? 

17 So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 




and appearance of ilic gospel itself—which is rather vague. But 
the feet arc alluded to as the organs of progression. It must have 
been to the watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem “a thing of beauty 
and a jov” to see the messengers hounding over the mountains, 
eager to deliver their welcome message. Nahum i. 16. Tholuck: 
“The feet arc described as the members which act in the messenger. 
There appears a kindred metonymy m Sophocles, Klcctra, v. 1667; 
cf. Acts v. 9.” Some of the rabbins construe this of the times of the 
Messiah. Peace awl good things —mean the same as “salvation” in 
the I let), text. Cf. Luke ii. 13, 14. 

16. But they haw, not all —If it was designed for all, why arc not 
all saved by it? The sense is, Why arc so few saved by it? The 
answer is here given. When they heard it, only a few yielded to its 
demands. Cf. John xii. 67-41. Obeyed —'Tirmto/u—related to a uni/ 
— means to hear with submissivcncss—to hearken, to believe, to 
obey. The gospel. —The glad tidings—ver. 15. For Emias saith, — 
The quotation is from Isa. liii. 1, LXX. The Ilcb. has not “Lord.” 
117/0 hath believed —Who believed what we heard? Cowles says, 
“The speakers are the gospel heralds of chap. Hi. 7, giving the re¬ 
sult of their first labors in preaching the gospel.” Perhaps so. But 
all through this chapter—to ver. 11,12—the Jews are the speakers— 
the prophet being their mouth-piece. Our report ?—Lit., “the hear¬ 
ing of us.” Conybearc and Ilowson render anny in both verses “our 
teaching,” and say, “There is no English word which precisely rep¬ 
resents imti/ in its subjective, as well as objective, meaning.” But- 
hearing suits botli verses—as the word in both cases is subjective. 
It is the message viewed from the stand-point of the hearers, not of 
the sjteaker— q. d., Who among us believed what we heard? This 
meaning suits the Ilcb. as well as the Greek, as it is not in Iliphil, 
as the common interpretation makes it. If the speaker be the 
prophet himself, it may mean, Who believed what lie heard from 
us? The scholiast on Euripides, Phocnissrc, line 826, explains incog 
by to ajeovipevov, “which is heard.” 

17. So then, —So then the faith is from what is heard. It does not 
come from the mere act of hearing. The good seed must be sown, 
and be received into good ground, in order to produce fruit. Lange 
says, “As this preaching does not meet with universal faith, only the 
announcement itself can be meant.” Does not this counfound the 
atcoi'i with the py/m? That which is heard is through God’s word. 
It conies to men by means of divine revelation. On God’s part the 
gospel is revealed; ministers are sent forth to proclaim it; men 
bear it-—if what is heard, is received with docility, sincerity, and 
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.18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, 'their 
sound went into all the earth, “and their words unto the 
ends of the world. 


uSee 1 King* 1H 


earnestness, faith in it will always follow. But there can be no 
faith without due attention to what is heard—nothin" to hear unless 
it is revealed by God, and made known by duly accredited agents. 
None are held responsible for not believing the gospel, if they have 
no means of becoming acquainted with it. Such are not ranked 
with unbelievers. Mark xvi. 15, 1G; John iii. 19; ii. 30, 40, 41; 
Acts viii. 35-39; xiii. 44-52. Cf. ver. 20, 21. Chrysostom: “lie 
says, I was not speaking of mere hearing—nw>>/—nor of the need of 
hearing men’s words aud believing them, but I mean a great sort of 
hearing; for the hearing is by the word of God. They were not 
speaking their own, but they were telling what they learnt from 
God. And this is a higher tiling than miracles.” The reading 
“Christ” for “God” in many good MSS., versions, and Fathers, 
may have a risen from a gloss taken into the text. Bede has Dei 
Christi. Alford suggests that the received text was "a rationalising 
correction to suit better the sense of the prophecy.” That is very 
improbable. The Codd. Beza; and Sin. have several corrections—so 
that they are on both sides. B, C, and Vulg., have “Christ.” A, K, 
L, Svr., and cursives, have “God.” 

IS. But I say, —This is not the language of a Jewish opponent, as 
Beza thinks, here and in ver. 19 (where Macknight so refers it); it 
is a Jewish way of introducing a question— q. </., But let me ask, if 
the Jews did not hear the gospel—was it not preached to them? If 
they did not hear it, it was their own fault, for it was everywhere 
pre’ached. Yes verily, —So yevoiiqe must here be rendered; ef. ix. 20. 
Their sound —This is from Ps. xix. 4 (Ileb. 5). It is an exact quota¬ 
tion from the LXX., and agrees with the Hcb. A. V. renders kao, 
“line” (in the margin, “rule, or direction”). Thus Aquila renders 
it utvar, rule; and Bcngel refers to 2 Cor. x. 13, which is not per¬ 
tinent. It means a cord, and so a measuring line, and the string of 
a harp—hence, a sound—pdejyof, the sound of a musical instru¬ 
ment (1 Cor. xiv. 7), or of the voice. Symmachus has Paul 

elegantly cites this poetical description of the universal revelation 
of God in nature, as descriptive of the spread of the gospel.. The 
apostle’s hyperbole must not be pressed. The language, as Lange 
says, must be understood qualitatively, not quantitatively. The gospel 
was preached in all the great cities of the known world in the apos¬ 
tles’ days. Col. i. 6, 23. So Justin Martyr and Tcrtullian. Philo 
uses similar language of the laws of Moses: “The fame of the laws 
which he left behind spread through the whole habitable world — 
ni KoryenK —has reached even to the extremities of the earth.” Cal¬ 
vin says the psalmist means, “God has manifested himself to the 
Gentiles from the beginning, if not by the preaching of met}, yet by 
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19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First, Moses saith, 

the witness of his creatures.” But that is not pertinent, because the 
“ creatures” made no revelation of any thing pertaining to the re¬ 
demption of man. It is surprising that Alford should say that lie 
has nowhere found any notice “that Ps. xix. is a comparison of the 
sun and (lie glory of the heavens with the word of God”—except a 
faint hint in Bengcl! Dr. Watts entitles his paraphrase of I’s. xix., 
“The hooks of nature and of Scripture compared; or the glory and 
success of the gospel.” Note the third stanza: 


Beautiful comparison! Judicious comment! But Watts is careful 
to note the contrast between “nature” and “the gospel.” David 
appears to have had no allusion to the latter—Paul docs not inti¬ 
mate that he had. Nor does Chrysostom, who says: “What do you 
say, They have not heard? Why, the whole world, and the ends of 
the earth, have heard. And have von, amongst whom the heralds 
abode so long time, and of whose land they were, not heard?” This 
refers it properly to the Jews. An ancient Latin hymn sees in the 
sun “the Bridegroom—Giant—God and man in one”! 

If), Did I my, —(See on vcr. 18.) Did not Ixmd know? —W. and 
W. think this is in contrast with ver. 18, which “relates principally 
to the Gentiles.” But Chrysostom appears to be right in referring 


free to render the active i)iv, with Tholtiek and W. and W.: “Was 
not Israel instructed?” But the meaning is the same. They knew 
in the sense of having the means of knowledge—their ignorance 
(ver. 2, I!) was not invincible, and therefore it was inexcusable. 
Bengal: “The meaning is, that Israel could and should have known 
God’s righteousness, hut ilid not wish to know it, ver. 3, and that is 
now shown from Moses and Isaiah.” Meyer objects to this view— 
held by Chrysostom, Calvin, Bcza, Philippi, Olshausen, Forbes, and 
others, that an ailirmativc answer is expected, when. Kiddle says, 
Paul knew sadly that the reverse was the fact. But surely the 
.Jews received sufficient proof of the truth of the gospel to make 
them responsible for its acceptance, and to hold them inexcusable 
fur its rejection; and that is all the apostle’s argument requires. 
Hence it is not necessary to say, with Aquinas and others, that it 
refers to the transfer of the gospel from the Jews to the Gentiles; 
or, with Fritzsche, Lange, and others, that the gospel should become 
universal; or to look for other solutions. Bretschneider very arbi¬ 
trarily renders, “Did not God know Israel?” The approved read¬ 
ing, “Did Israel not know?” adds no emphasis to Israel, which is 
not here first alluded to, as if in contrast with the Gentiles, supposed 
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I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no j 
md by a*foolish nation I will anger you. 

xDeUt. 32.21; ell. 11. U.-I/Tit. II. 3. 

IV some to lie meant in ver. 16. First, Moses saith, —Cliry: 
‘Paul said, ‘First, Moses,’ to show that a second will cor 
ays the same things in a clearer and plainer wav.” The qu 
s from Dent, xxxii. 21. Paul follows the I.XX., except 
ulistitutcs “you” for "them;” and 1 Milh render the two 1 
ronls by one, “nation.” The A. V., both here and in Dent., 
he Hell., people— nation, f trill provoke yon to jealousy —Of 
his is the language of Jehovah reported by Moses. It is an 
he former clause of the verse in Dent.: “They have inovet 
jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked 
inger with their vanities, and I will move them to jealou 
hose who are not a people: I will provoke them to anger 
bolish nation.” This is a severe rebuke of the Israelites, \ 
hreatened by Jehovah with abandonment to their cnemic 
dolatrous nations who so frequently subdued them when “t 
ivil in the sight of the laird, and served Iianlim ”—when “tl 
ook the Loro God, and followed other gods of the people tli 
ound about them, and provoked the Lord to anger.” Judg 
5, and passim. It is not necessary to suppose that in this 
Hoses specifically predicted that the Jews would reject the 
ind that the Gentiles would embrace it, and thus the formei 
ic provoked to jealousy and anger by the latter; though si 
he case — xi. 11—14. fTn/ia.'.v/dw well represents the Hel 
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20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith,'I was found of 
them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them 
that asked not after me. 


the passage contains a prediction, properly so called, can, therefore, 
not he affirmed. ’Ez•/, as in various modes of construction, e. g., < ic::a 
lastandi, dolendi, denotes the occasion.” 

20. But —Macknight renders “besides,” and Olshansen says, “Ac 
is not to be taken as marking opposition, but continuation.” Tho* 
luck: “The Si stands opposed to a /iiv, which must he mentally sup¬ 
plied after ir/iumf (‘first’) in vcr. 10.” Bongcl: “What Moses had 
intimated, Isaiah boldly and openly proclaims.” h very bold, ami 
with, —This means Isaiah expresses himself with great boldness. 
He speaks plainly. The Hebrews use this construction instead of 
the infinitive. But it is a common usage. Winer: “ IIc is bold, and 
says—he expresses himself with great boldness.” The quotations 
are from Isa. lxv. 1, 2. They do not agree verbally cither with the 
Ileb. or the LXX. The lleb. reads thus: “I am sought of them 
that asked not for me; 1 am found of them that sought me not. I 
said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my 
name. I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious 
people, which walkcth in a way that was not good after their own 
thoughts.” The LXX. reads: “1 became manifest to them that 
asked not for me; I was found of them that sought me not. I said, 
Behold, I am, to a nation that called not on my name. I have 
stretched forth my hands all the day to a people disobedient and 
contradicting, to those who walked in a way that is not good, but 
after their sins.” Paul transposes and abridges to suit his subject, 
but gives the sense of both the Ileb. and LXX. I was found of 
them that sought me not; —This is descriptive of the Gentiles, who 
had lost concern for the true God, having abandoned themselves to 
idolatry. They were not called by the name of Jehovah, as were 
the Jews. According to Aben Ezra, Iiabbi Moses ITacoben said, 
“The first verse is to be understood of the nations of the world, as if 
it had been said, I am found of the nations which are not called by 
my name; but to my people I have stretched out my hand,” etc. I 
was made manifest unto them —The Ileb. has, “I was sought, or in¬ 
quired after, by those who asked not for me”—that is, those who 
had not previously prayed to the true God. Darash means to in¬ 
quire, seek, consult—and the finding is implied. Cf. Ezek. xiv. 3; 
xx. 3; xxxvi. 37, where the same word is used. In the next clause, 
“ them that sought me not,” the word is ha hash, to seek—with a more 
general signification. Olshansen: “The idea is parallel to that in 
ix. 30,31, and the contrast which is there expressed is to be supplied 
in this place also, And those who (in appearance) sought me, have 
not found me.” Tholuck: “To seek and to inquire after God, ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrew, is significant of adoration. Here is a picture 
of the character of Gentilism, as at ix. 30.” 
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21 But to Israel he saith, “All day long I liav 
forth my hands unto a disobedient and gaiusnyi 


21. Thil to Israel —But in regard to Israel. So lie frcq 
the Jews in these chapters. All day long —All the day. 
their history. I have stretched forth my hands— l'ritzse 
inviting to his embrace.” Conyheare and Ilowson: “ 
opening her arms to call back Iter child to her embrace. 
“Kquivalent to calling. Prov. i. 24.” Alford: “The 
gracious invitation.” Macknight: “An allusion to the 
orator, who, speaking to the multitude, stretches out 
express his earnestness and affection.” It may embr: 
meanings—as Lange says, “The principal idea is the < 
cions, importunate, and expressed admonition, of entre 
eionate sympathy, and continuous appeal.” Matt, xxii 



Tholuck well says: “If from this passage we once mm 
upon the tenth and ninth chapters, it is manifest hov 
ever designed to revert to a decrctum absolution, but mea 
blame upon the want of will in man, resisting the grac 
find.” llisobcdicnt — 'A-ei0eu is rendered “believe not” 
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getting a knowledge of wliat was manifested to them, was what they 
contributed themselves. Then to prevent these saying, Hut why was 
he not made manifest to us also? he sets down what is more than 
this, that I not only was made manifest, hut I even continued with 
my hands stretched out, inviting them, and displaying all the con¬ 
cern of an affectionate father, and a mother that is set on her child. 
See how lie has brought us a most lucid answer to all the difficulties 
before raised by showing that it was from their own temper that 
ruin had befallen them, and that they arc wholly undeserving of 
pardon. For though they had both heard and understood what was 
said, still, not even then were they minded to come to him.” lie 
still farther develops his synergistic views of this passage—espe¬ 
cially dwelling upon God’s "provoking the Jews to jealousy, by ad¬ 
mitting the docile Gentiles to higher privileges than those which the 
Jews had enjoyed, and which all of them might have realized but 
for their obstinate rejection of them. 


CHAPTER XI. 

1 God hath not east off all Israel. 7 Some were elected, though the rest 
were hardened. 16 There is hope o/ their conversion. 18 The Gentiles 
may not insult upon them: 26 for there is a promise of their salvation. 
33 God’s judgments are unsearchable. 

I SAY then, “Hath God cast away his people? God for¬ 
bid. For ‘I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abra” 
ham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 


XI.—1. I sag then, —Forestalling an erroneous inference from the 
preceding vorsos, x. 19, 20, 21. Hath God cast away —Did God east 
oil ? The aorist refers to the admission of the Gentiles and the re¬ 
jection of the Jews, as a body, for their unbelief. The form of the 
question presupposes a negative answer—which is given with his 
usual emphatic utterance, implying an abhorrence of the very 
thought. His people, f —The Israelites as a nation. (See on ix. 25, 
26.) For I also —If God had utterly rejected the Israelites, then 
Paul himself would have been rejected, for he was an Israelite. Of 
the. seed of Abraham, —He says this to recall the promise made to 
that patriarch; cf. iv.; ix. Of the tribe of Benjamin. —Not mentioned 
because llenjamin was a son of Jacob by his beloved Rachel; nor 
because that tribe was blended with the tribe of Judah—the regal 
t ibc; but simply to identify himself clearly and fully with the pe¬ 
culiar people—as in Phil. iii. 5. 
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2 God hath not cast away his people which c he foreknew. 
Wot ye not what the scripture snith fof Elias? how he 
makctli intercession to God against Israel, saying, 

3 ''Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged dowi} 
thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek niv life. 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? ‘I have 


cCh. 8. 29.—fOr., in Eliast—d 1 Kings 19. 10, 14.—el Kings 19. 18. 


2. God hath nol~- God did not cast off his people—vor. 1. J Vhid) 
he foreknew. —When he chose the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, as his peculiar people, ho knew what would be their fort¬ 
unes—how they would sin—how they would suffer—to what straits 
they would he brought—how few of them, at times, would prove true 
to their calling as representatives of the theocracy—but lie chose 
them notwithstanding—knowing that there would be always a faith¬ 
ful seed among them, and that in the latter days they would, as a 
body, be received with the fullness of the Gentiles into the kingdom 
of the Messiah, All this is discussed in the latter part of the chap¬ 
ter—which docs not intimate a "national restoration of the Jews to 
pre-eminence,” as Alford expresses it. tyot ye not —It is strange that 
the A. V. should follow Cranmcr rather than Rhcims, "Or know you 
not.” The >/ (“or”) introduces a new point—an illustrative exam¬ 
ple—as in Matt. vii. 9; Rom. ix. 21. Of Eliast —In the account of 
Elijah. (See on Luke xx. 37.) How he makelh intercession to God 
against Israel, —When ivrvyxaru is followed by Mp, it means to in¬ 
tercede for—when by Kara, as here, it means to intercede against, or 
to complain against, any one. Saying, —This is wanting in many of 
the best uncial MSS., versions, and Fathers. 

3. Lord, —This is a slightly altered and abridged quotation from 
the LXX. of 1 Kings xix. 10: “And Eliu said, I have been very 
jealous for the Lord Almighty, because the children of Israel for- 
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reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed 
the knee to the image of Baal. 

5 / Even so then at this present time also there is a rem¬ 
nant according to the election of grace. 

G And ’if by grace, then is it no more of works: othcr- 


/Cll. !>. 27.—</ch. 4 4, 5; Gal. S. 4; 


Jews. I have reserved —This corrects the false rendering of the 
I.XN., I Kings xix. 18: “And thou shall leave.” The Complnten- 
sian, however, lias, as in the Ileb., “1 will leave,” or reserve. To 
myself— Not in lleb. or LXX., but added to bring out the sense—for 
mv service. Seven thousand men, —A definite for an indefinite num¬ 
ber. 117/0 hare not boned the knee to the image of Haul. —Lit., “who 
bowed not knee to the Baal.” The LXX. is awkward: “All knees 
which bowed not knee to the Baal, and every mouth which did not 
worship him.” This, as well as the llcb., implies that it was a num¬ 
ber of limitation—there were none besides these. The image —Our 
translators supplied this as the rendering of c'ikuv, or ari/fa/, an image, 
as Baal here has the feminine article. Dc Wette says this is arbi¬ 
trary, though it is sanctioned by Krasmus, (Irotius, and" others. Tobit 
(i. ">) says, “My father Naphthali sacrificed unto the heifer Baal,” 
where the feminine article is used before Baal, as before heifer. But 
Tobit may have given the name Baal to one of Jeroboam’s calves. 
Schlen aiid others say Baal was an androgynous deity—hence in the 
LXX. the feminine article is sometimes used— e. </., Jcf. ii. 8; Zcph. 
i. 4; Hus. ii. 8; but in the place here cited, and in other places, the 
LXX. has the masculine. But is there any proof that Baal was an¬ 
drogynous? The name means “ lord”—sometimes “ husband”—and 
lie is associated with Ashtaroth, a feminine deity—the former de¬ 
noting the sun, and the latter the moon—though some contend that 
Baal was Jupiter. Tholuck and others think the feminine is used 
by way of contempt, as Jerome says on llos. x. !>. So the rabbins. 
Some suggest a slip of memory on the part of the apostle! But what 
about Jeremiah, llosca, and Zcphatiiah? Winer, who suggests that 
Paul ipiotes from memory, says, “It was matter of indifference 
whether Baal was regarded as a male or a female false deity.” This 
is more summary than satisfactory; but the question is more puz- 

5. Keen so then at this present time also —Notwithstanding the gen¬ 
eral defection and rejection of the Jews, there is a remnant of the 
faithful—ix. 2t). According to the election of grace. —A Hebraism for 
“a gracious election.” 

(i. And if by grace, —But if by grace, then it cannot be by works— 
meritorious legal performances. Tholuck: “Grace and desert by 
work stand in absolute antithesis, and mutually exclude one an¬ 
other.” (See on iv. 4, 5.) Alford makes an uncxcgctical and gra¬ 
tuitous remark—“not for their desert, nor their foreseen congruity, 
but of God’s free unmerited favor.” If he means by that ambigu- 
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wise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is 
it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

7 What then? “Israel hath not obtained that which ho 
sceketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were ]| blinded, 

8 (According as it is written, ‘God hath given them the 
spirit of ||slumber, ‘eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9 And David saith, 'Let their table be made a snare, 

oils expression that God’s gracious election had no respect to the 
faith of those chosen, lie simply contradicts the teaching of the en¬ 
tire Epistle, and especially of ihc latter part of this chapter, which 
plainly asserts that the great mass of the Jews were rejected because 
of their unbelief, while the Gentiles, who were grafted in their place, 
were chosen because of their faith. But if it be of worts, —This sen¬ 
tence is wanting ill some MSS., Fathers, and versions. It is proba¬ 
bly genuine, and was added as the inversion of the foregoing, for the 
sake of precision and emphasis. If I merit compensation by work¬ 
ing for it, it is absurd to call that favor, just as it is absurd to speak 
of merit when justification by faith, and not by works, shows that it 
is a free gift—a sheer matter of divine favor. Chrysostom: “Each 
word maintains its own rank, showing at once God’s grace, and the 
obedient temper of those who receive salvation; for by saying elec¬ 
tion, lie showed the approval of them; but by saying grace, he showed 
the gift of God.” 

7. What Men?—What is the conclusion from the foregoing? What 
is the fact in the ease? Israel —Meaning the Israelites in a body, as 
always in N. T. Hath not obtained —That it found not, but the elec¬ 
tion found it. The abstract put for the concrete—that part of the 
nation which was chosen, on the ground of faith—the rest being 
hardened by unbelief, and so rejected, as the apostle explains, vcr. 
19-25. 

8. According as it is written, —Paul refers to Dent. xxix. 4; Isa. vi. 
9, 10; xxix. 9,10—not intending a literal quotation. Cf. 2 Cor. iii. 
14,15. He blends the passages to suit his theme. lie cites them to 
show that Israel had been hardened before by unbelief. Cf. Ilcb. 
iii.; iv. God hath given —Aorist, gave. The LXX. has, “The Lord 
has caused you to drink a spirit of stupor”—Hell, tardaimah, a deep 
sleep. Eyes that they should not see, —Hebraistic idioms, by which 
God is represented as doing what he only predicts, or permits. (See 
on Matt. xiii. 13, 14, 15; John xii. 39, 40.) Chrysostom: “Do not 

9. And David saith, —This is nearlv literal from the LXX. of Ps. 
lxix. 22, 23 —it diflers more from the Ilcb—though all arc alike in 
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and a trap, and a stumbling-block, and a recompense unto 
them: 

10 ’“Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 
and bow down their back always. 

Ill say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 


substance. Let their table be made a snare, —Tomson’s Beza: “As un¬ 
happy birds are enticed to death by that which is their sustenance, 
so did that Wily thing turn to the Jews’ destruction, out of which 
they sought life—to wit, the law of God, for the preposterous zeal 
whereof they refused the gospel.” Tholuck: “ Dangers should over¬ 
whelm them where they least expect it.” Both views are comprised 
in the ligure. llnyi'c—lleb. pack —is always rendered “snare” in 
X. T. Trap, — Qi/im occur; nowhere else in N. T. It has no word 
corresponding to it in the Jleb. text quoted ; but it is in the LXX., 
which renders rcshrtii bv it in 1’s. xxxv. 8, and elsewhere—where we 
render “net”—Wyelille, “cacchvnge.” Stumbling-block, —SudwtaXoi' 
—Wyelille, “sclaundrc;” Kheims, “scandal;” Tyndalc, Cranmer, 
Geneva, “an occasion to fall,” which gives the sense—rendered 
“ollense,” liom. ix. 33, and elsewhere. Hob. mokaish, rendered 
aniivAu/jw in LXX., Josh, xxiii. 13; 1 Sana xviii. 21, where A. V. 
has “snare.” And a recompense —A requital of evil.. But the Heb. 
has “and things for peace be for a snare.” Their very rest shall be 
a stumbling-block to them. The Heb., differently pointed, means 
“for retribution,” as in the LXX. 

10. Let their eyes be darkened, —Not by old age, as Tholuck once 
thought. Olshausen says, “It cannot well bo understood of old age 
and its troubles, because Jia-ma-of, equivalent to Heb. tamid (al¬ 
ways), is joined with them: we shall do better to understand subjec¬ 
tion, perhaps, with blinding the eyes.” Deut. xxviii. 05, GO, G7. 
Instead of bending the back, the Heb. has “make their loins contin¬ 
ually to shake”—which amounts to the same. This indicates terror 
and alarm. Dan. v. G; Nah. ii. 10. There is no necessity of chang¬ 
ing these imperatives to predictions, as the language of David is 
theocratic, as in l’s. cxxxix. 21. David was not noted for private 
revenge. 1 Sam. xxiv. Chrysostom expounds it of “the bringing 
down of the Jews who believed not to the lowest state of desolation 
—evils not to be ended.” 

11. / say then, —(See on ver. 1.) Have they stumbled —Aorist—Did 
they stumble—Israel, the Jews as a body, are meant. Cf. ix. 33. 
Thai they should fall? —W. and W.: “To the end that they should be 
cut off from their relation to God.” If iva be telic, referring to in¬ 
tention, it can only mean that God did not intend that their stum¬ 
bling should result in their ultimate rnin. They add, Let the 
thought be never entertained; on the other hand, by their stum¬ 
bling— aapaarupaTi — at that stumbling-stone, a crucified Messiah, 
ix. 32, and so rejecting the gospel invitation, salvation is come, etc. 
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God forbid: but rather "through their fall salvation is come 
uuto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and 
the ||diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; bow 
much more their fulness? 


Matt. xxi. 42, 43; xxii. 8, 0; Luke xiv. 24.” They say that to fall 
" must be understood in a graver or lighter sense, aeaj-ding to the 
context. This very class is spoken of in ver. 22, as Hhctit which 
fill.’” But Alford seems nearer the truth: “The subject is the 
Jews as a people, not the unbelieving individuals of ver. 22.” Cf. 
ver. 7. God forbid :—Far be it! The thought is not to be enter¬ 
tained for a moment. (See on ver. 1.) But rather through their fall — 
On the contrary, by their o(Tense— Jlanhu-upa is always rendered 
“offense” in this Epistle, except in these two verses. It is fre¬ 
quently rendered “trespass." (Sec on Matt. vi. 14,15; Eom. iv. 25; 
v, 15,16,17,18, 20.) It should not be rendered “ fall,” as it may be 
confounded with rri-ru, here rendered “fall.” Sidration is come unto 
the Gentiles, —Olshansen well observes. Salvation, doubtless, would 
have come to the Gentiles, even in the case of Israel’s having be¬ 
lieved; but it would not have been until later; and, moreover, if 
Israel had remained true to its calling, the Gentile would not have 
become the transmitter of the ordinances of salvation. So Chrysos¬ 
tom. Cf. Acts xiii. To prorote them to jealousy. —The Jews. (See 
onx. 19.) 

12. Note if— But if their offense, as in ver. 11. Be the riches of the 
tcorld, —Was a world’s riches, as in ver. 11. And the diminishing of 
them —The result of their oflcnse—their loss. The word occurs else¬ 
where only in Isa. xxxi. 8, LXX, and 1 Cor. vi. 7. The riches of the 
Gentiles; —Explanatory of the preceding clause—Gentiles being all 
nations, except the Jews, with whom they are here put in contrast. 
How much more their fulnessf— As n?J/pu;w, like uvlovror (riches), is 
placed in contrast with both uapax-apa (fall, offense) and i/rer/pa 
(diminishing, loss), it seems to denote their fullness, their replen¬ 
ishing, their restoration (in the subjective sense) to their former 
prosperous state, as the people of God, by their participation of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. These words, nlJ/pupa and a-Pau'rof, 
are great favorites with Paul, who uses them with a wide latitude 
of meaning—both beingantithetic.il to scantness and poverty. Crit¬ 
ics have been greatly exercised over this verse, but the foregoing 
seems to be the true interpretation. Alford gives the same sense in 
substance: "If their impoverishment be the wealth of the Gentiles, 
bow much more shall their enrichment be?” Bloomfield: “We 

‘ 1 f from the lapse of the Jews so great a benefit followed to the iviiole 
world, undoubtedly a far greater would follow from their restora¬ 
tion.’” This thought is expanded in what follows. 




A.D. GO.] CHAPTER XI. 175 

13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as °I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them 
which are my flesh, and p might save some of them. 

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconcile,' of 
the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead? 



13. For —Tliis seems to be the true reading, not “but,” as in some 
MSS. and versions. I speak to you Gentiles, — Q. d., I am writing to 
you, the Gentiles in question—the bulk of the Roman Church being 
Gentiles. Inasmuch —Not quamdin (Vulg.); Rlieims, “as long verily 
as.” The A. V. omits the pin oiv —the received Greek text omits 
the oiv: render “inasmuch, indeed.” As I am —Note the emphatic 
t) «. The apostle of the Gentiles, —Both words are anarthrous — an 
apostle of Gentiles. I magnify mine office: —Lit., “My ministry I 
glorify.” lie docs not mean that he eulogized his office, but that lie 
glorified it by his labors for the conversion of Gentiles. Ho labored 
incessantly and successfully to accomplish his commission. Acts 
xxvi. 1G-18; Rom. xv. 15-21. 

14. If by any means I may provoke to emulation —The same word 
rendered “jealousy” in ver. 11. Of course, his primary object was 
the salvation of the Gentiles, hoping that thus he might excite the 
Jews to emulate them in embracing the gospel. Koppe says, “Tliis 
neither savors of despair on the one hand, nor great confidence on 
the other.” Cf. Acts xxvii. 12; Rom. i. 10; Phil. iii. 11. Some 
render, “If possibly.” Them which are my flesh,—My kindred—the 
Jews: sec on ix. 1-5. Ami might sure —And may save—put in the 
way of salvation—some from among them. 

15. For —Illustrative. If the easting an ay of them —The same as 
their diminishing, ver. 12. lie the rcconciti'ng 'of the world,— The oc¬ 
casion of the reconciliation of the Gentiles to God. Bloomfield savs, 
‘by bringing about the death of Christ”; but it rather refers to the 
removal ol the enmity of the Gentiles to God by their acceptance of 
the gospel. Kph. ii. Tills nnra}.? nyi/, reconciliation, as Olsliauscn 
savs, explains the more general expression, “riches,” in ver. 12. 
The Jews and Gentiles are here contrasted as collective bodies—the 
Gentiles now being the great b ilk of the kingdom of God, or Church, 
as the Jews were formerly, and so the principal transmitter of the 
gospel. AH the apostles, indeed, were Jews, and so were some of 
the evangelists and other ministers in the apostolic Church; but the 
great bulk of the Jewish people rejected Jesus as the Messiah, and 
were in consequence rejected by him, and Gentile believers were 
adopted in their stead. From the days of the apostles to the pres¬ 
ent, the Church has been constituted principally of Gentile believers. 
II hat shall the receiving of them be, —The conversion of the Jews, as a 
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16 For if’the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy: 
and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 

17 And if r some of the branches be broken off, 'and thou, 
being a wild olive-tree, wert graffed in || among them, and 


body, ver. 25. This explains “their fulness” in ver. 12. The ques¬ 
tion implies that the influence will be very great. Bui life from the 
dead ?—The resurrection of the world, in a spiritual sense; cf. Ezek. 
xxxvii.; Rev. .xx. 4-6. It imports, as Illoomtield suggests, by a 
strong and lively figure, the greatest rejoicing, such as receiving a 
dead friend raised to life—a spiritual resurrection of a world dead 
in trespasses and sins. There seems to he no reference, as many of 
the Fathers thought, and some moderns, to a bodily resurrection, 
shortly following the conversion of the Jews. 



16. Fot —The approved reading is ti. If, moreover, the first 
portion was holy. Wycliffe is curious: “For if a litil part of that 
that is tnastid lie holi, the hool gobet is lioli.” Tyndale, Cranmer, 
“the whole heepe”; Rheims, “the masse also.” 4‘r/ja/ta is rendered 
“lump” wherever it occurs in A. V. Rom. ix. 21; 1 Cor. v. 6, 7; 
Gal. v. 9. The reference is to Num. xv. 20, 21—where the LXX. 
has, “Ye shall offer your bread a heave-offering; as a heave-offer¬ 
ing from the threshing-floor, so shall ye offer it, even the first por¬ 
tion— a-apx’i —of your dough— ipvpiiuaror." Robinson: “The first- 
fruits of the mass, or lump, trop. for the patriarchs of the Jewish 
people, parall. y p/fa.” The phurama —first portion—precedes the 
mass, and gives character to it, just as the root the branches. They 
are holy in the sense of consecrated to God—“a holy nation.” Ex. 
xix. 6. Alford: “Physically evolved from a holy root.” 

17. And if some —But if, notwithstanding their high prerogatives, 
some of the branches were broken off—depreciating the number, as 
Tljoluck acutely suggests—to preclude the boasting of the Gentiles. 
A wild olive-tree, —The tree is put for a branch of the tree. The 
zayith (Heb.)— 'Enaia —is a tree frequently mentioned in the Bible. 
In its wild state it is a low, thorny shrub, but when cultivated, it has 
no spines, and reaches the height of twenty or thirty feef. Its leaves 
are like those of the willow—in pairs, lanceolate, of a dull green 
color on the upper, and hoary on the under surface—and they are 
not deciduous. The flowers are little white tufts between the leaves. 
The fruit is an elliptical drupe—first green, then purple and black. 
Its seed is a hard stone. The fleshy part yields abundance of oil. 
It abounds in Palestine and other warm countries. It blossoms in 
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with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive- 

18 ‘Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, 
thou hearest not the root, but the root thee. 

1!) Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, 
that I might be grafted in. 


June, and its fruit ripens in August and September. This is, of 
course, the kallielaios, “the good olive-tree,” vcr. 24—that cultivated 
in orchards and gardens. The agrielaios (Lat. oleaster), the wild olive- 
tree—that which grows wild in the field, as its name imports—is 
but little value, hearing small fruit, or none at all. >Somc say that 
tlie branches of the wild olive-tree were sometimes grafted into the 
good olive, to increase its vigor and growth. But Paul says the en¬ 
grafting of the wilding is contrary to nature —the natural course being, 
us in the case of the orange, to engraft the branches of the good into 
the stock of the wilding. The spiritual arboriculture is thus the 
reverse of the natural. Among them ,—Those Jewish branches that 
were not unfruitful. 0} the root and J'atness —Some MSS. read “of 
the root of the fatness”; hut the received text is probably genuine. 
Lange properly rejects the notiou of an hendiadys, and says, “The 
communication with the root secures participation in the good sap.” 

Grace lakes us IVcm Hie barren tree. 

And gratis us in the good. 


re and holy be the root, 
ueh are the branches too. 


Chrysostom: “Put into the same noble rank—the same nature.” 

18. Boast not —Exult not over the branches. The Gentiles must 
not be supercilious toward the Jews, because so many of the latter 
were rejected for their unbelief. But if thou boast, thou bearest not — 
Winer: “A protasis is joined to an apodosis without directly inter¬ 
vening terms: hut if thou exult, know, or reflect, that not thou, etc.” 
(if. 1 Cor. xi. 1C. The Gentiles shared in the blessings of the Abra- 
liamic covenant, though they were not the natural descendants of 
Abraham—therefore they should be modest, and not supercilious 
toward those who tvcrc—vcr. 20. Tholuck: “Such a presumption 
toward the branches could not be without presumption toward the 

10. Thou wilt say then ,—In case the elected Gentiles should exult 
over the rejected Jews, they would be likely to defend their so doing 
hv referring to the fact that the rejection of the latter was purposed 
by God, in order to the election of the former. The branches —MS. 
authority is largely against the article—its omission agrees with ver. 
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20 Well; hecnus(^^Bfc|licf they wwh broken off, and 
thou standcst by faith. “Be not high-minded, but 'fear: 

21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee. 


22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: 
on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, 'if 



20. Well; —Granted—be it so—God did intend the election of 
Gentiles in place of rejected Jews; but why were they rejected? 
Bemuse of unbelief they were broken, off, —The literal here is mingled 
with the figurative. The article expresses the possessive—their un¬ 
belief. Tholuck says the datives have the sense of ablatives. Al¬ 
ford renders, “through their unbelief—by their faith”—but rather 
“through” or “by” expresses “the occasion, or cause—on account 
of” (Winer). Tholuck says: “ The apostle requires true self-knowl¬ 
edge: this will beget an apprehension of the possibility of falling by 
unbelief, and from thence will flow compassion for the Jews, who 
fell from that cause.” Be not high-minded, —Think not too highly of 
thyself. Rom. xii. 16; 1 Tim. vi. 17. But fear: —The elected Gen¬ 
tiles are as liable to fall as were the elected Jews, and, if they do, 
will certainly be punished as much as the covenant people of God. 

21. Take heed —There is no necessity of supplying these words. 
The sense is, Fear lest, as God did not spare the natural branches, 
he will also not spare thee. Winer: “If God spared not (matter of 
fact—lie had in reality not spared them), so (it is to be feared) lest 
he also Spare not thee. Here the apostle might have uttered the 
sentence categorically, ‘so will he not spare thee;’ but he preferred 
to give it a milder turn by using yi/wu f: that perhaps the oiick aov 
Qeioe-at might not be realized.” “'beioerai (indie.) is far better sup¬ 
ported than Oeicy-ru (subj.)—if God has not spared (I infer and fear), 
that he will not spare thee.” 

22. Behold therefore —See, then, in view of the foregoing. The 
goodness and severity of God: —God’s kindness (as in Rom. ii. 4) and 
severity— a-aroyia means a cutting off—hence severity, the opposite 
of kindness. Olsbausen says “it is equivalent to bpyi/ (wrath), but 
is preferred on account of the figure of the cut-off branches”— 
though Alford strangely denies the allusion. Paul frequently min¬ 
gles literal and figurative terms. On them which fell, —The particle 
yhi should not be overlooked—it gives emphasis to the contrast— 
upon those indeed who fell, severity, but upon thee God’s kindness. 
The authority for inserting Orov (“God’s”) is good—so for the nom¬ 
inatives—as Riddle says, "The nominatives give an elliptical con¬ 
struction : there is severity, there is the goodness of God.” Ruckcrt 
suggests that O. oi: may have been a gloss to guard against the mis- 
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thou continue in his goodness * thou also shalt be 

cut oil'. 

29 And they also, “if they abide not still in unbelief, 
shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft 1 them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive-tree which is wild 
by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good 
olive-tree; how much more shall these, wlmh be the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive-tree? 


take nf Clement Alex., who refers the kindness to men—but this is 
not likely. If thou, continue in his goodness: —The kindness of God 
was the same, whatever the event; hut this is added to warn the 
Gentiles of their liability to fall and to forfeit that kindness, as the 
Jews had done. The apostle wishes to check presumption, and to 
impress them with the necessity of watchfulness and the constant 
exercise of faith. Otherwise, thou also —Kvcn thou, safe as appears thy 
state. Shalt be. cut off. —Bengal: “Hv the sword; not merely shalt be 
broken off, as they were by the hand.” lint Robinson considers it 
parallel with “break oft”’ ver. 17, 19, 20. The metaphor suggests a 
pruning-knife, or an ax—the idea is severance of the branch from 
the tree, as in John xv.—“for,” savs Chrvsostom, “the Jew was cut 
off/’ 

20. Aral they also, —But even they, if they abide not in their want 
of faith, shall be grafted in. Chrysostom: “For the blessings do not 
abide by thee immovable, if thou be negligent, as neither do the 
evils to them, if they alter. You see what a great thing a man’s 
free choice is, how great is the authority of the mind. For none of 
these things is immutable—neither thy good nor his evil.” For God 
is able to or tiff them in again. —Alford excepts to the view of Grotius 
and others, “that God’s power to graft them in has always been the 
same, but has waited for their change of mind to act.” But that is 
just what God continually says—“ j would, but ye would not.” It 
is aside of the question to say God has the power to remove their 
unbelief anil awaken faith, and that this is included in the engraft¬ 
ing. If it be meant that God can do this for them nolens colens, or 
can force their wills, it is contrajy to Scripture, philosophy, and ex¬ 
perience—if it be meant that he can furnish all requisite aids to 
faith, and, on their concurrence with his grace, can restore them to 
his favor and their covenant relation to him, the language is perti¬ 
nent, and is an intimation that, as a body, the Jews will be thus re¬ 
stored—“since lie docth things bevond expectation,” as Chrysostom 
says. Cf. Matt. iii. 9. 

24. For if thou wert cut out —This is an argument from congruity: 
if wild olive branches, contrary to nature, are grafted into the good 
olive-tree, it ought not to lie considered impossible or improbable 
that branches of the good olive-tree may be so engrafted. Chrysos¬ 
tom : “ If their faith was able to do what was contrary to nature, much 
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25 For I would no^fcretliren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, (lost ye should be‘wise in your own con¬ 
ceits) that '|| blindness in part is happened to Israel , d until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: os it is written, 


more will it that which is according to nature. When you hear that 
ho keeps speaking of contrary to nature, and according to nature, do 
not suppose that he calls this nature unalterable; but he tells us in 
these words of what is probable and likely to happen, and what is 
improbable; for moral good is not of nature, but of choice alone.” 
Ilodge infers from this that the future restoration of the Jews is 
more probable than was the introduction of the Gentiles into the 
Church. 

25. For I would not, —Paul’s usual formula in introducing weighty 
sentences, lloni. i. 13; 1 Cor. xii. 1; 2 Cor. i. 8; 1 Thcss. iv. 13. 
Brethren, —Tholuck thinks the Gentile believers are here meant— 
they were probably uppermost in the apostle’s mind, though ho may 
not have intended any distinction. Of this mystery, —Chrysostom: 
‘•Meaning by mystery here what was unknown and undivulged, 
containing much which was strange and unexpected.” Beimel says, 
“ The call of the Gentiles had been a mystery (eh. xvi. 25); but now 
the convetsion of Israel is likewise a mystery.” Lest ye should he 
wise in your own conceits—Cf. Prov. iii. 7. The Gentile believers 
would be inclined to dogmatize concerning the Jews—that they had 
utterly forfeited their prerogatives as the covenant people, and were 
totally excluded from the Church. This caveat was designed to check 
such uncharitableness, which was not unlike the arrogance which he 
had censured in the Jews, llengel: “The very term mystery checks 
the reader’s pride. Hence the admonition is repeated, xii. 16; ver. 
20.” Blindness —A hardening (see on ver. 7). In part —A mild ex¬ 
pression, like “some” in ver. 17, though in fact it was the great 
body of the Jewish nation. It was not, however, a universal hard¬ 
ening: there was a believing remnant. Calvin construes it quodam- 
modo, as a qualitative, and not total, hardening; but the sense ap¬ 
peal to be extensive, not intensive. Until —Noting a terminus ad 
iju.cm. The fulness of the Gentiles— totality of the heathen world, 
including all nations, not all individuals. A nation may be con¬ 
verted, or brought into external communion with the Christian 
Church, while individuals belonging to it may remain in unbelief 
and sin. But when the gospel shall have pervaded all nations, and 
“the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the sea,” the Jews, as a body, will acknowledge Jesus as the 
Messiah. Be come in. —May have entered the kingdom of God, the 
Church. John x. 9,16. Bcngel: “No nation shall remain to which 
the gospel shall not have been preached in the whole world; al¬ 
though much of mankind will continue to be wicked.” 

26. And so ■-Tholuck says it means “and then.” Bcngcl better: 
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'There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 / For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your 
sakes: but as touching the election, they are "beloved for the 
fathers’ sakes. 




“lie does not say, ‘and then,’ but more forcibly, ‘and so,’ in which 
the then is included—namely, Israel’s blindness will be cured by the 
very coming in of the Gentiles.” All Israel —Opposed to the “part,” 
vcr. 26: it denotes totality, like the “fulness” of the Gentiles. A* it 
is written, —This is a free citation of Isa. lix. 20, 21, which in the Hcb. 
reads, “And the Redeemer (Gael) shall come to Zion, and unto them 
that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for me, 
this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord, My Spirit," etc. The 
LXX. renders, “And the deliverer shall conic for Sion’s sake, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. And this shall be niv cov¬ 
enant with them, said the Lord.” The clause, “when I shall take 
away their sin,” seems to be taken from Isa. xxvii. 9. Out of Sion — 
Ileb., “to Zion”— the LXX., “for the sake of Sion”—all harmonize 
in this, that Zion was the center of the theocracy, and so Jehovah 
comes out of Zion to, or for good to, Zion. Of. Ps. xiv. 7; 1. 2. The 
Ileb. seems to denote that the Redeemer will come to those who are 
converted, while the LXX. and Paul seem to say that he will come 
to convert them. ISoth agree. Christ converts them by the gospel, 
they being obedient to it, and then he incorporates them into his 
Church, as his covenant people. The Deliverer— The Hcb. Goel (Re¬ 
deemer) fixes the mind on Christ. Jacob: —The nation of Israel. 

27. For— And this with them is the covenant from me, when I 
shall take away their sins. Chrysostom: “Not when they arc cir¬ 
cumcised; not when they sacrifice; not when they do the other 
deeds of the law; but when they attain to the forgiveness of sins.” 
This reflects back on the discussion concerning justification by faith. 
Cf. Jcr. xxxiii. 33, 34; Ileb. viii. 6-13; x. 15-i7. 

28. As concernin'! —With regard to the gospel, indeed—in view of 
their rejection of it—they are hated—rejected by God—while you 
embrace it, and arc accepted; but in view of the choice made of the 
fathers, they are beloved of God, so that as a people they arc not ab¬ 
solutely rejected from the covenant; for God never intended to re¬ 
voke his promises to Israel, when he entered into the covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Notwithstanding the great defalcation 
of Israel, the covenant remains in full force, and Israel at any time 
may avail themselves of its provisions. Enemies —As opposed to 
beloved , this means “hated”—recognized as adversaries, not entitled 
to divine favor. 
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29 For the gifts imd calling of God are ‘without rcpent- 

30 For aa ye‘in times past have not || believed God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through their unbelief; 

31 Even so have these also now not || believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 

ANum. 21. lO.-iKph. 2. 2; Col. :l. 7.—I Or, ohci/ed — I Or, obeyed. 

20. For the gifts and calling —Tlioluck construes this ns an hendia- 
dys—the calling being the gift; lmt Alford says better, “The gilts— 
generally—and calling—as the most excellent of these gifts.” Il'i't/i- 
o at repentance .—God does not revoke his covenant-gifts, though men 
may forfeit them by their sins. Nam. xxiii. 19. Tlioluck: “The 
calling, as formerly the election, must not be understood of the in¬ 
ward vocation to Christ’s kingdom by the gratia irrcsislibilis, but of 
their appointment as outward covenant people, winch properly in¬ 
volved likewise an outward call to the gospel; and accordingly that 
was preached in the lirst instance to them.” l’aul knew nothing of 
“irresistible grace.” 

30. For as ye— For as you once disobeyed God. This conclusion 
is Pauline. The meaning is, that as the Gentiles who were disobe¬ 
dient to (rod before they received the gospel have obtained mercy by 
the reception of the gospel, which the Jews as a body rejected, so the 
evangelization of the Gentiles will inure to the salvation of the Jews. 
There is no partiality or exclusiveness with God, who shut up all 
Jews and Gentiles alike in their disobedience, not to execute wrath 
on them, but to show them all mercy. He thus reverts to the argu¬ 
ment of chaps, i.-iii. Chrysostom: “Ye were disobedient, and they 
were saved. Again, they have been disobedient, and ye have been 
saved. Yet ye have not been so saved as to be put away again, as 
the Jews were, but so as to draw them over through jealousy while 
ye abide.” Paul’s reasoning must not be pressed beyond. lie does 
rot mean that all the Gentiles were lost before they received the 
gospel; nor that all the Jews were in the divine favor.while the 
Gentiles were wandering in ignorance and idolatry—much less that 
the disobedience of the one was really the cause of the salvation of 
the other. He is speaking of Jews and Gentiles as organic bodies— 
the latter being called to the privileges of the gospel, and incorpo¬ 
rated into the Church on occasion of the disobedience of the former. 
(See on ver. 11, 12; Acts xiii. 46.) 

31. Even so —So also now these disobeyed. 'A-eiOca means to be 
unpersuadable—to refuse to believe on competent evidence—to dis¬ 
obey, in consequence of unbelief. Hence it is rendered “believe 
not,” or “disobey,” as the inward sentiment or outward develop¬ 
ment may be the more prominent—so the noun. (See on ii. 8; x. 
21.) 'Awciftfr is always (six times) rendered “disobedient.” Tho- 
luck says, “The dative (through your mercy) does not here express 
the cause, but the mode, of the divine mercy toward Israel.” 
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32 For ‘God hath || concluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all. 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! 'liow unsearchable are his judgments, 
and "his ways past finding out! 


32. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief ,—The versions arc 

curious: Vulg., Conclusit enim Bens omnia in incrcdulitate —thus ren¬ 
dered by Rlieims, “l*'or God hath concluded all into incredulity;” 
Wyclille, “For God closid to gidre alle tilings in unbileve;” Tvn- 
dale, “God hath wrapped all nations in unbelief;” Cratnner, “For 
God had wrapped all nations in unbelief;” Geneva, “For God hath 
wrapped all nations in disobedience;’’ Tomson, “For God hath shut 
up all in unbelief.” =conclnsio = a shutting up. Paul uses 

the aorist: "For God shut up all under disobedience, that lie might 
have mercy on all.” (See on ver. 30, 31.) 

33. 0 the dri>th —All these nouns are anarthrous, as it is an excla¬ 
mation: O depth of God’s riches, and wisdom, and knowledge — 
three co-ordinate genitives: they arc not to be minutely analyzed. 
Il/iMTur; (“riches”), with its cognates, is one of Paul’s favorite terms. 
In Horn. ii. 4 he speaks of “the riches of God’s kindness, and for¬ 
bearance, and long-su liering;” ix. 33, “the riches of his glory;” 
F.pli. i. 7, “the riches of his grace;” ef. Eph. i. 18j ii. 4. 7; iii. 10; 
Gol. i. 27. In Eph. iii. 8 he speaks of “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ,” without specifying what the riches arc: so in Phil. iv. 19 ho 
speaks of “God’s riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” In Rom. x. 12 he 
is said to be “rich unto all who call upon him.” The context seems 
to require that the riches here should refer to the divine resources 
of grace, which are so great as to be adequate to the demands of all. 


Enough forevermore. 

Or it is an ocean, without a bottom or a shore. Tholiick: “We 
would not then need to refer n/jabror, so explicitly as it is done by 
Grotius, to the love of God, but to the fullness of the divine life in 
general, as the riches of Christ, Eph. iii. 8.” But this fullness is 
considered as it refers to the provision made for the salvation of all, 
Jews and Gentiles—a whole world of sinners lost. Tholiick: “It is 
clear from the connection that these words arc merely the expression - 
of adoring wonder at the magnitude of the divine compassion, and, ac¬ 
cordingly, that they cannot be applied, as is done by Augustin and 
prcdeslinarians in general, to put to silence the mail who denies an 
unconditional withholding of the grace of God. These words are rather 
a testimony against a decrctmn absolutum on the part of God.” Chrys¬ 
ostom: “Here, afler going back to former Limes, and looking back 
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34 "For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or "who 
hath been his counsellor? 

35 Or 'who hath first given to him, and it shall be rec¬ 
ompensed unto him again? 

36 For "of him, and through him, and to him are all 
things: r to f whom be glory for ever. Amen. 



to God’s original dispensation of tilings, whereby the world lias ex¬ 
isted till now, and having considered what special provision lie had 
made for all occurrences, he is stricken with awe, and cries aloud— 
awe-struck at his having had the will and the power to do all this, 
and by opposites effecting opposites.” Hath of the wisdom —Lit., “and 
of wisdom and of knowledge.” Perhaps no such distinction is meant 
here as in some places where sophia means the practical application 
of knowledge, and gnosis acquaintance with the truth. Tirol tick 
considers the words iiere equivalent, as in Col. ii. 3. Wisdom may 
refer to the divine conduct in the intricate affairs of the divine gov¬ 
ernment, in managing the concerns of nations, as here of Jews and 
Gentiles; and knowledge may refer to the divine omniscience, which 
from the beginning knew all things which come to pass. How un¬ 
searchable are his judtpnents, —Ilia dispensations—“acts of his prov¬ 
idence” (Robinson)—are inscrutable. So Hub. mishpatim —Ps. xix. 
10; xxxvi. 6; eiix. 75. It is parallel with ways —methods of the 
divine government—counsels. Actsxiii. 10; Rev. xv. 3. Past find¬ 
ing out! —The word means untraceable—from Igaof, a track. “ lie 
plants his footsteps in the sea”—so that we cannot discover his foot- 

3-1. For who hath known —The aorists might better be rendered 
“knew” and “was.” Who was in the divine council when God 
marked out his plans? Paul alludes to Isa. xl. 13, LXX.: “Who 
knew the Lord’s mind? and who was his counselor, to instruct 
him?” Paul quotes it again, in part, 1 Cor. ii. 16. He hardly in¬ 
tended to refer “knew” to the knowledge—“counselor” to wisdom, 
ver. 33. Cf. Wis. ix. 17; Ecclus. xviii. 1-7; Horne’s Introduction, 
Part I., ch. 10. 

35. Or who hath —Or, who first gave to him, and it shall be repaid 
him? This seems to be taken from Job xli. 11 (Heb. 3-LXX. 2, 
but not to the point)—where the Heb. and Vulg. read, “Who has 
previously given to me, that I may restore to him ?” The language 
expresses most emphatically that all the good we possess is from 
God’s infinite and unmerited grace. 

36. For of him, —As the Source— and through him, —As the Dis¬ 
penser— and to him, —As the End. Are all things: —In the universe, 
and especially in the Church. Eph. i. 19-23; lii. 20, 21; Col. i. 10- 
27. To whom be glory for ever. —Unto the ages. Bengel: “The glory 
of the riches, wisdom, knowledge.” It is, perhaps, too subtile to say 
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that “of him” refers to “riches”—“through him” to “wisdom”— 
“to him” to “knowledge;” or to refer the three predicates respect¬ 
ively to the Three Persons of the Trinity, though the thought may 
have been present to the apostle’s mind. Cf. 1 Cor. viii. 6; Eph. iv. (3. 
Tholuck: “God is the basis of all that exists, for from him all truth 
took its rise. God is the means of all that exists, for he directs all 
that exists to its destination. God is the end of all that exists, for in 
him alone all the creatures rest. It was from God that man derived 
his being—to God he must return if he would truly be. Through 
God must he he led to God. And thus God’s mercy is the begin¬ 
ning, the middle, and the end.” Marcus Antoninus seems to have 
had' his eye on this passage when he apostrophizes Nature: “Of thee 
all; in thee all; unto thee all.” So Ur. Johnson: 

t> Thou, whoso power o’er moving worlds presides! 

From th<*e, grestl (iod, wo. spring— lo thcc wo tend: 

Path, motive, guide, original, and end I 

So Milton (Par. Lost, v. 1G5): > 

Him rust, him last, him middle, and without end. 

Amen .—Paul usually closes his doxologies with “Amen.” So be it I 
So shall it be! This closes the doctrinal part of the Epistle, to 
which it gives the joyous key-note— 

Thine nil the glory, man's the boundless bliss. 


CHAPTER XII. 

1 God’s merries must move ns to please God. 3 No man must think too 
well of himself, G but attend every one on that calling wherein he is placed. 
!) Lore, ami many other duties, are required of us. 19 Hevenge is 
specially forbidden. 

I “BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God,‘that ye “present your bodies d a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

n 2 Cor. 10.1.—6 1 Pet. 2 s.—c Ps. 60.13,14; ch. 0.13,16,19; 1 Cor. 0.13, 20 — 


XII.—-1. I beseech you —Rather, exhort. The apostle has closed 
the doctrinal, and is advancing to tile practical, part of the Epistle. 
Therefore ,—In view of xi. 32-36, which indeed comprises the doc¬ 
trinal part of the Epistle. By the mercies of God ,—As developed in 
the foregoing. The plural (oiuripiMv) corresponds to the Ileb. racha- 
mim, 2 Sam. xxiv. 14: “His mercies are great”—rendered “tender 
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2 And ‘be not conformed to this world: but r bc ye trans- 


15.-/Epll. 1.18; 4. 23; Col. 1. 21. 22; 3. 10. 


mercies,’ 1 Ps. cxlv. 9. The consideration of the gracious provision 
God made for them should induce the return of gratitude and obe¬ 
dience, here enjoined. That ye present —To present—as the victim 
was placed before the altar. Luke ii. 22; Rom. vi. 13. Your bodies 
—As the exponent of every thing at your disposal—even your bodily 
members, which have been employed in the service of sin. Rom. vi. 
12, 13. Sin must no longer reign in them—they are to be the tem¬ 
ple of the Holy Ghost—their members are to be “instruments of 
righteousness unto God.” A liviny sacrifice, —Referring to the burnt- 
oflering, or holocaust, which was entirely consumed. No dead ani¬ 
mal was to be brought to the altar; but the victim was slain before 
it was burnt. Ours is “a living sacrifice”—the consecration of our 
lives. Holy, —No unclean or imperfect auitnal was allowed to be 
ofiored under the law: no moral impurity is tolerated under the gos¬ 
pel. Acceptable —Well-pleasing to God—that is the regimen—not 
“present to God,” as Bcngel construes. Tour reasonable service. —In 
apposition with “present,” etc.— lur/uu'/v, rational, as opposed to “car¬ 
nal”—sacrifices of animals which have no reason—mere symbolical 
service. This is real, spiritual, as it seems to mean in 1 Pet. ii. 2; 
cf. John iv. 23,24. Chrysostom says, “spiritual ministry,” and puts 
it in contrast with the carnal service of the Jews. Latreia. here 
means divine service. The sacrificial idea obtains. Cf. 1 Pet. ii. 5: 
"a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ.” 

2. And be not conformed —This and the next verse are infinitives 
in the best MSS., in regimen with “exhort”: I exhort you to present 
your bodies, etc., and not to be conformed, etc. The word means to 
give or receive the same, from (esxhpa), with any thing—rendered 
“fashioning according to,” 1 Pet. i. 14; cf. 1 Cor. vii. 31. Meyer: 
“The present infinitives denote a continued action, while wapam-f/cai 
(1 aorist) represents the presenting of the offering, as a completed 
act.” To this world: —.4ton, or age. The present scene and order of 
things—with the idea of evil, both moral and physical—Luke xvi. 
8; xx. 34; 2 Cor. iv. 4; Gal. i. 4—contrasted with the heavenly 
world. Phil. iii. 19,20. Chrysostom: “He calls it this age to indi¬ 
cate its liableness to misfortune, and by the word fashion, its unsub¬ 
stantialness.” But be ye transformed —But to be transfigured, as the 
word is rendered, Malt. xvii. 2; Mark ix. 2: “arc changed,” 2 Cor. 
iii. 18. Our word metamorphose comes from the Greek term. Ben- 
gcl: “Morphe, form, denotes something more inward and complete 
than schema, fashion. Conf. Phil. ii. 6, 8; iii. 21. The outward ap¬ 
pearance of the saints should agree with the inward form.” Chrys¬ 
ostom : “He says not change the fashion, but be transformed, to show 
that the world’s ways arc a fashion, but virtue is not a fashion, but a 
kind of real form, with a natural beauty of its own.” By the renew¬ 
ing —In the renovation of vour mind. The dative does not express 
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formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may ’ prove 
what is that good, and aeccptable, and perfect will of God. 

1) For I say, ‘through the grace given unto me, to every 
man that is among you, 'not to think of himself more highly 


the instrumental lint the formal cause. 'Avaiuuvumf occurs only 
here anil in Titus iii. 5, where the efficient Agent of the renovation 
is specified—“ the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” The cognate verbs 
arc used, 2Cor. iv. 16; Col. iii. 10; Ileti. vi. 6. The wif, mind, here 
ileimles the heart, soul, or spirit, ‘ the inward man,” comprehending 
intellect, sensibility, and will, all of which arc changed as to their 
object and operation in the work of sanctification. Cf. Col. ii. 11. 
The words rendered “conformed” and “transformed,” as Lange 
says, are passive, with a reflexive meaning. We arc not to allow 
ourselves to he conformed to this world, hut to he transfigured in 
our minds by the renewing of the Holy Ghost. That ye may prove — 
Beali/.e or experience in the process and by the result. Eph. v. 10; 
Phil. i. 10. Not merely “acquire the faculty of proving.” What is 
that good, —The order of the words is this: that ye may prove what 
is the will of God, the good, and well-pleasing, and perfect. As 
there is no repetition of the article, the adjectives all apply to the 
same thing—they arc not epithets referring to the will of God, but 
rather abstract neuters, in apposition with it: what is the will of 
God — that which is good (Horn. vii. 12), and acceptable (that is, 
well-pleasing to God), and perfect (nothing else being required, 
nothing better being conceivable, James i. 25). What is good must 
please God, and as it accords with his will, must be perfect. Chrys¬ 
ostom: “How is the body to become a sacrifice? Let the eye look 
upon no evil thing, and it has become a sacrifice; let thy tongue 
speak nothing filthy, and it has become an offering; let thy hand do 
no lawless deed, and it has become a whole burnt-offering. But this 
is not enough—we must have good works also: let the hand do alms, 
the mouth bless them that cross one, and the hearing find constant 
leisure for divine lessons.” So in James iv. 4 and 1 John ii. 15-18, 
where Kiiff/iof=uiijv. 

3 . For —To come to particulars. Isay, —A. mild expression for 
enjoin. Through the grace— By the knowledge and authority with 
which he was endowed in the apostolic commission—not his persona! 
counsel, ltom. i. 5; xv. 15; 1 Cor. iii. 10; Epll. iii. 7, 8. Chrysos¬ 
tom: “ lie does not say by the wisdom, or by the law given of God, 
hut bv the grace, reminding them of benefits, so as to make them 
submissive”—which seems strained. To every man —An emphatic 
individual application. Chrysostom: “Not to this and to that, 
merely, but to governor and governed, and slave and free, and illit¬ 
erate and wise, and woman and man, and young and old. For the 
law is common to all, as being the Lord’s. By this he makes his 
language inoffensive.” A at to thiol; —This free rendering gives the 
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than lie ought to think; but to thiuk f soberly, according 
as God hath dealt 'to every man the measure of faith. 

4 For 'as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office: 

5 So " we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another. 



sense. Some reproduce the play upon bnepippoveiv, tpaveiv, and aoppo- 
veiv, in this awkward manner: “Not to be high-minded above that 
which he ought to lie minded, but to be so minded as to be sober- 
minded.” Cf. Rom. xi. 20. Olshausen says: “It is indicated that 
there is also a false humility, which will not own to itself what God 
has done. True humility is the right and healthy view of ourselves 
and our position.” Soberly, —Iicngel: “Unto moderation—an ex¬ 
cellent virtue among those who are spiritual.” Tholuck: “To have 
such sentiments as beget modesty.” 1 Tim. ii. 9; Tit. ii. 6; 1 Pot. 
iv. 7. One who has a sound mind thinks justly of himself, in com¬ 
parison with others. According —As to each man God divided a 
measure of faith. To every believer, on his entrance into the 
Church, God imparts a subjective capacity for the reception of the 
gifts and graces which he will be called upon to exercise for the 
good of tile Church. Tholuck and others understand by faith here 
those gifts and graces themselves—the cause for the effect. Bcza, 
Robinson: “Christian knowledge.” Chrysostom: “The gift by 
faith.” The measure of faith is rather the faculty with which every 
believer is endowed, as the apostle proceeds to particularize. Mirpov 
means “a portion as measured off, or allotted”—referring to kind, 
as well as degree. Eph. iv. 7, 13, 16; 2 Cor. x. 13. Chrysostom: 
“By using the word dealt he solaces him who had the less, and hum¬ 
bles him who had the greater, share. For if God dealt it, and it is 
no achievement of thine, why think highly of thyself? But if any 
one says that faith here does not mean the gift, this would only the 
more show that he was humbling the vain boasters. For if that 
faith which is the cause of the gift, by which faith miracles are 
wrought, be itself from God, on what ground dost thou think highly 
of thyself?” 

4. For —Illustrative. Paul elsewhere refers thus to the body and 
its members—especially in a similar passage, 1 Cor. xii. The an¬ 
cients were fond of this metaphor. Office: —Function — rendered 
“matters,” Ecclus. xi. 10. Ambrose, officio,. 

5. Being many, —The many—all the members of the Church. In 
Christ ,—The Head, or organic vital center. Eph. i. 22, 23; iv. 15, 
16. And every one —The received text has o—some of the best MSS. 
ri. Lange: “To begad' el f is a solecism of the later Greek, instead 
of ro ie gad' iva.” Render, “and severally members one of an- 
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(! "Having then gifts, differing “according to the grace 
that is given to us, whether ''prophecy, let us prophesy ac¬ 
cording to the proportion of faith; 

7 Or ministry, let us wuit on our ministering: or 'he that 
teael.eth, on teaching: 



iii. 1; XV. 32; xxi. 10; 1 Cor. xii. 28, 29; xiv. 29, 
; Kph. ii. 20; iv. 11. Let «* prophesy -It seems n 
>lv these words, or others of like hortatory imp. 


Aevnrdiny to the proportion of faith ; —Lit., “the analogy of the faith.” 
Aquinas and others understood it objectively, of the system of re¬ 
vealed truth, as in 1 Pet. iv. 11 (a passage near akin to this): “If 
any man speak (let him speak) as the oracles of God.” Hence the 
theological formula, “the analogy of faith,” which may be used 
profitably, blit which has been abused notoriously—as every man 
makes the analogy of faith correspond to his own system. But here 
faith is to be understood subjectively. The proportion of the faith 
is “ the measure of faith” of ver. 3. No functionary should exercise 
himself in another’s province. The grace imparted to him propor¬ 
tions his faith to the work required of him, and he must not be 
curious or ambitious to transcend “the measure” indicated. Tho- 
luek: “/VsfiVr (faith) denotes the believing faculty of man, over which 
the inspired discourse ought not in enthusiastic intoxication to soar. 
Compare the serious admonition, Jer. xxiii. 28.” 

7. Or ministry ,—The service rendered by Christ, the apostles, and 
other ministers of religion, is called generally a diakonia; but this 
word lias also a restricted meaning, called technically “serving ta¬ 
bles,” distributing the charity of the Church to the needy. Acts vi. 
The officer who did this is called dioknnos, whence our word “dea¬ 
con.” Horn. xvi. 1 (rendered “servant”); Phil. i. I. Tholuck: “in 
the early (‘lunch the AtaKomr was the person to whom the charge of 
externals was enmmilted, such as cleaning the place of worship, the 
care of the indigent anil thesiek. Acts vi. 1. In the synagogue this 
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8 Or r hc that cxhortctli, on exhortation: *hc that ||giv- 


A t’ls l-i. '■)'! ; 1 Cor. 14. :i.—sMatt. li. I, 2, :l.—|J Or, impnrteth. 


office-bearer was called ckazan. Such a person stood exposed to the 
clangers of striving after the teacher’s office. We must here supply 
u ivTfj, or fere*. Cf. 1 Tim. iv. 15.” In after times the diaconale 
was divided, and sextons and other officers were employed in those 
lower functions—the deacons being needed as assistants of the elders 
in higher capacities. Or he that teaeheth, —Here the concrete form is 
used. Winer: “The construction (the ucc. governed hv f.lwrty) is 
kept up only as far as iv rii dins,, then commences a new construction 
with concretes, for which Paul might have written ei-e Maomhias, 
etc.” The didaekalos sometimes corresponds to the Jewish rabbi. 
John i. 39. John the Baptist, Christ, and the apostles, are so desig¬ 
nated. But didaskaloa specially designates an officer of the Church, 
whose duty it was to teach the principles of Christianity. Acts xiii. 
1; 1 Cor. xii. 28, 29; Hph. 4.11. This seems to he the meaning here. 
Neither the time-ami manner of teaching, nor the persons taught, 
are specified in N. T. Iloinileticul and catechetical instruction, 
adapted to both old and young, are probably included. 

8. Or he that exhorteth ,—Paraclete comes from this word Ka/mKaMu: 
it comprehends hortatory discourses of every kind, admonitory, con¬ 
solatory, etc. All ministers, of course, gave exhortations; hut there 
appears to have been a class of functionaries specially adapted to 
this work. On this injunction is based the rule in the Methodist 
Discipline: “Let every exhorter diligently exercise the functions 
of his office, without nssuming those of a preacher.” lie that giveth, 
—Better in the margin, “imparteth”—not referring to private char¬ 
ity, hut to the distribution of the alms of the Church: Let the al¬ 
moner act with simplicity. means singleness of heart. 

Kph. vi. 5; Col. iii. 22; Wis. i. 1. This is tin important injunction 
in regard to the discharge of the peculiar functions of the deacon 
(for no distinct office seems here intended), as there is a strong 
temptation to promote one’s own personal interest in distributing 
public funds. The almoner should be perfectly disinterested—nei¬ 
ther imparting nor withholding front any sinister or selfish consid¬ 
erations. He that rulctlt, — Tlfm'orr/fu means to preside, rule, lead. 2 
Thess. V. 12; 1 Tim. v. 17; cf. 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5, 12, where it refers to 
family government. Here it refers to the elders of the Church, who 
were all rulers, though one of them was called the presiding elder— 
that is, the moderator—in an after age, the bishop. It cannot he 
gathered front this, or any other place in N. T., that there was a 
class of lay elders, called ruling elders, distinct from preaching 
elders. He that sheweth mercy, —Wycliffe: "He that hath mercy, in 
gladness.” Tyndale, Crannter: “if any man show mercy, let hint 
do it with cheerfulness.” Geneva: “lie that showeth mercy, let 
hint do it with cheerfulness.” Bheints: “He that showeth mercy, 
in cheerfulness.” Alford says ours “is the very best rendering, and 
I cannot conceive that any officer of the Church is intended, but every 
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pth, lei him (la it || witli simplicity: 'he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, "with cheerfulness. 

9 'Let love be without dissimulation. "Abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to that which is good. 

10 2 lie kindly affectioncd one to another || with brotherly 
love; “in honour preferring one another; 



private Christian who exercises compassion.” This is not satisfac¬ 
tory. 1'nforliinately, our language has no verb cognate with “ mer¬ 
cy.” The Vulgate is good: Qii min-relur in hilaritate. In the dis¬ 
tribution of diaconal work some ol the deacons distributed alms; 
ollicrs visited the sick, those imprisoned, etc., that they might bo 
relieved. This was necessary in times of persecution, and when 
thure were no hospitals for the care of sick strangers, and the like. 
Some men and women are spociallv luted to this work—one prime 
Ipialihcation for it being a cheerful spirit. The frequent sight of 
Hollering, loathsome scenes, frctfulness, ingratitude, exposure, etc., 
have a tendency to dull the sensibilities, to engender impatience, 
and provoke disgust—-hence the admonition to cheerfulness— htlaro- 
te a. “A merry heart doctli good like a medicine” (Prov. xvii. 22). 
A cheerful nurse (“ Doctor Merry”) sometimes does better than the 
physician, Never wear a cloudy face in a sick-room. Robinson: 
“Spoken of those who had charge of the poor, or perhaps of private 
benevolence.” Cl. Prov. xiv. 21; xxvin, 8, Heb. and LXX. Van 
Oosteiv.ee, in his “Practical Theology” (Ixiv. Poimcnics), says: “To 
Dutch institutions for higher instruction, there was formerly at¬ 
tached a ‘Professor Theologiie Priesertom Paracleticre;’ and it is 
still desirable that every minister of the gospel show himself, by¬ 
word and deed, such a Professor within his own circle.” Perhaps 
the best rendering is “Consider”—some have “sympathizer.” The 
paritclexia here alluded to comprises kind words and deeds, adminis¬ 
tered in the name of the Church. 

!). Let lore be —Some render, “Love is”—but the scries is impera¬ 
tive. Without dixxuauluttan.— Lit., “unhypoeritical” — unfeigned. 
Abhor —The participial form notes the relation to the former clause. 
We should not profess esteem for those whose character is bad, nor 
fail to do so toward those whose character is good—without regard 
to social position, and the like. Ps. xv. 4; 1 Thcss. v. 21, 22. 

10. He kinrllij affectwnal —dvAiieropy or denotes love to near relations. 
With brotherly love ;—means love of brothers, correspond¬ 
ing with the former. Christians constitute a spiritual kindred, and 
tliev should love one another accordingly. 1 Thess. iv. 9; Hell, 
xiii. 1; 1 Pet. i. 22; 2 Pet. i. 7; cf. 1 Pet. iii. 8. In honour— In the 
manifestation of esteem or respect. Preferring one another ;—Going 
before. Vulg., ineieem pr<rre.nimtex. Go before others in showing re- 
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11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord; 

12 ‘Rejoicing in hope; 'patient in tribulation; ‘‘continu¬ 
ing instant in prayer; 



spect. Chrysostom: “There is nothing which makes friends so 
much as the earnest endeavor to overcome one’s neighbor in honor- 


11. .V ot slothful —Backward, remiss. 7n business; —Sironiv seems to 
have the same meaning here as in ver. 8—diligence, or seal. Chrys¬ 
ostom ; “ For this also gendereth love when with honor we also show 
a readiness to protect—as there is nothing that makes men beloved 
so much as honor and forethought.” Alford refers to what follows: 
“There is no necessity of distinguishing: we must not be backward 
in the diligent performance of any of the duties here prescribed.” 
Tholuek: “It will not do, however, to connect this admonition with 
the former: a-onW/ means the disposition of zeal for the kingdom of 
God, in which the Christian ought to bo indefatigable.” Fervent in 
spirit; —In the spirit being fervent. Chrysostom refers this to the 
Holy Spirit: “All things will be easy froth the Spirit and the love, 
while thou art made to glow from both sides. Dost thou not see the 
bulls that carry a dame upon their back, how nobody is able to with¬ 
stand them? So thou also wilt be more than the devil can sustain, 
if thou takest both these flames.” But the reference seems to be to 
a zealous disposition, explanatory of the preceding. Thus A]>ollos 
was “fervent in the spirit.” Acts xviii. 25. Of course, “the Holy 
Spirit lights this lire within.” 

Serving the Lord; —To the Lord doing service. Some MSS. have 
ampin, “time,” instead of Kvpiu, “Lord”; but external and internal 
authority favor the received text. Many of the duties prescribed 
refer directly to our neighbor; but we serve the Lord when, by his 
will, through his grace, and to his glory, we serve our neighbor. Cf. 
Col. iii. 22-24. 

12. Rejoicing in hope; — An expectation of future good is the 
ground of great enjoyment. “Hope, of all passions, most befriends 
us here.” Patient in tribulation ;—Enduring trials, especially perse¬ 
cution, without repining. In this and following verses we have an 
echo of the Sermon on the Mount. Especially note the joyful en¬ 
durance of tribulation, which is impossible without the hope of the 
gospel—hence “the patience of hope.” 2 Tliess. i. 3. Continuing in¬ 
stant in prayer; —In prayer persevering. So Acts i. 14; Col. iv. 2, 
et at. The cognate noun is rendered “perseverance,” Eph. vi. IS. 
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13 'Distributing to the necessity of saints; ■'given to hos¬ 
pitality. 

14 3 Bless them which persecute you; bless, and curse 

15 “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. 


Tit. 1. h; IlcS.il. i i'l'l! 4. !l.— f/Jhitt. a. -II; Luke (i.tit); S). M; Aets7.U0; L 
(’or. ‘I. 12; 1 Pot. 2. 2-’J; :i. il .—h l Oor. 12. 20. 


Constant inlofeottr.se with (iotl is indispensable to the ends in ques- 

1"). Distributin'/ —This participle has an intransitive meaning, as 
sharing, or participating, with Christians, in their necessities. This, 
of course, implies sharing onr means with them. Cf. Gal. vi. 6. 
This is the spirit of the Golden Rule. Chrysostom: “He does not 
say, Restow upon, but share with the necessities of the saints, to show 
that they receive more than they give, that it is a matter of mer¬ 
chandise, because it is a community. Do von bring in money? 
They bring you in boldness Inward God.” Saints; —The saints— 
members of the Church. (See on lloin. i. 7.) Given to hospitality .— 
Hospitality pursuing. Chrysostom: “He tlocs not say doing, but 
pursuing—so as to instruct 11 s not to wait for those that shall ask it, 
and see when they will conic to 11 s, but to run to them, and to run 
them down. Thus did Lot, thus Abraham.” Hospitality was spe¬ 
cially enjoined on ministers. 1 Tim. iii. 2: v. 10; Tit. i. 8. Tho- 
luek: “By this tine virtue of the early Christians, their fellowship 
as brethren was promoted in a very high degree.” 

14. liless them—(Hoc on Matt. v. 44; Luke vi. 27-30.) Persecute — 
Aiunu'TOf—an echo of StuKimre f (“pursuing”) in ver. 13. Our ene¬ 
mies pursue 11 s with acts of cruelty, while we pursue others with acts 
of kindness. Bless, and curse not. —Added for emphasis in the Hob. 
style. 

15. Rejoice —The verbs here are infinitives—with the force of im¬ 
peratives. Supply, It is your duty to rejoice, etc. Rengcl: “The 
infinitive for the imperative, a thing common among the Greeks, 
and here a courteous mode of expression. ‘I cxhort’ is understood 
from ver. 1. Laughter is properly opposed to weeping; but here, as 
1 (for. vii. 30, joy is used, not laughter, which is less suitable to 
Christians in the world.” “True joy is not only an emotion and a 
privilege, but also a Christian duty. It is the highest kindness in 
God. He wishes us to rejoice, and to spend our spiritual life joy¬ 
ously.” Chrysostom: “It requires more of a Christian temper to 
rejoice with those who rejoice, than to weep with those who weep. 
For this nature itself fuHills perfectly, and there is none so hard¬ 
hearted as not to weep over him who is in distress; but the other 
requires a very noble soul, so as not only to keep from envying, but 
to even feel pleasure with the person who is in esteem. And this is 
why he placed it first.” Rochefoucauld cynically says, “In the mis- 
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16 'Re of the same mind one toward another. ‘Mind not 
high things, but || condescend to men of low estate. ‘Be not 
wise in your own conceits. 

17 "Recompense to no man evil for evil. "Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. 



fortunes of our best friends there is somethin.!; not altogether dis¬ 
pleasing to us.” If that is a touch of nature which makes the whole 
world kin, it ought to be extirpated by regeneration. 

10. Be of the same mind —Paul returns to the participial form— 
counseling harmony of feeling and action, which lie often inculcates, 
[tom. xv. 5; 2 Cor. xiii. 11; Phil. ii. 2. Hence he adds, “not the 
high things minding”—as ambition is incompatible with that har¬ 
mony. But condescend to men of low estate .—This is a good, though 
free, rendering. Many favor the neuter of the margin, “be con¬ 
tented with mean things”—which seems a bettor antithesis. Hut 
no minute verbal antithesis was intended. “To be led away,” in 
Ual. ii. 13; 2 Pet. iii. 17, means to be seduced to evil. Here the 
word means to associate with others—viz., humble persons. Tho- 
luck: “Those to whom no peculiar spiritual gifts were vouchsafed: 
the more gifted Christians might be blinded with the conceit of 
having no fellowship with such weaker brethren.” Chrysostom: 
‘Bring thyself down to their humble condition, ride or walk with 
them, do not be humbled in mind only, but help them also, and 
reach forth thy hand to them, not by means of others, but in thy 
rwn person, as a father taking care of a child, as the head biking 
rare of the body. As he says in another place, ‘being bound with 
those who are in bonds.’ But here he means by those of low estate 
tot merely the holy-minded, but those of a low rank, and those one 
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18 If it be possible, as much as lietli in you, "live peace¬ 
ably with all men. 

19 Dearly beloved, 'avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath: for it is written,’Vengeance u 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

20 'Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if lie 
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals 
of (ire on his head. 




frnni I lie- life: Ilonas rir Coins Seine Ionium quod Ch rixfio.it us. Tcr- 
lullian, ApnI., c. 3.” (’mil changed and abridged the passage from 
1’rov. iii. 1, in LXX., not lleb., “Provide thou honorable things in 
the sight of the Lord and of men.” lienee some MSS. and versions, 
including the Vulgate, have, “noj only before God, but also before 

1H. Tf it be possible, —Objective—if others will allow you to beat 
] leave with them. As much as liclli in you, —Subjective—as far as de¬ 
pends on you. Give no cause of quarrel. See South’s sermon on 
this text. 

1!). Dearly beloved, —Paul’s tenderness of style balances his rigor 
of injunction—not avenging yourselves, beloved, but give place to 
anger. Some say, “Go away from your adversary—retreat from his 
anger;” others, “Defer your own wrath”—according to the Latin 
adage, Spatium diinr im. (Of. Laetantius, De Ira., e. 8.) Hut there 
appears to he no such Greek idiom. Eph. iv. "27 docs not favor 
those views. The common construction is, Allow the anger of (rod 
to take place—which agrees with what follows. It is not necessary 
to supply “of God.” Anger or punishment will always recompense 
the wrong-doer: let those who stiller wrong bide their time—Provi¬ 
dence will see that they are avenged in due season. For it is written, 
—In the licit, of Dent, xxxii. 35: “To me bclongcth vengeance and 
recompense.” The LXX.: “In the day of vengeance I will recom¬ 
pense.” The citation in lleb. x. 30 is as here. 

20. Therefore, —All after this in this verse is quoted verbatim from 
Prov. xxv. 21, 22, omitting the last clause. If thine enemy hunger, — 
Not merely do him no harm, but do him all the good you can. The 
language, of course, is figurative. Neither Solomon nor Paul coun¬ 
sels a general to provision an enemy’s army, till it lays down its arms 
—though much may be done during the war to mitigate its horrors, 
without impinging on “the law T s of war.” Paul does not, how r ever, 
here deal so much with warfare as with the animosities and antag¬ 
onisms of general society. Cultivate a placable, forgiving spirit. 
Thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. —Not to soften, like metals or 
meat—not to inllame with love—not to give the red blush of shame, 
thougli that may be the result—but to relegate the infliction to God, 
the great Avenger. The heaping of burning coals on any one is a 
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21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 


common figure among the Hebrews for inllieting severe punishment 
—(he opposite of feeding anil giving drink. Ps.xi.G; xviii. 8. One 
might almost think Paul had in view 2 Esdras xvi. 56: “(rod shall 
burn coals of fire upon his head.” Tholuck: “The coals of (ire may 
he an image for that tormenting sense of shame which, in the end, 
forces the adversary to supplicate forgiveness, inasmuch as no heart, 
however hard, can permanently resist a love so uniform, patient, and 
everywhere forgetting and subordinating sell. This is pist what is 
afterward said, without a figure, in vcr. 21. So Augustin, Jerome, 
Pelagias, Ambrose, Erasmus, Clarius, and others.” Very good; hut 
are all enemies thus infallibly overcome by kindness? ’ What will 
ho the fate of the incorrigible? 

21. Be not overcome of evil ,—An interpretative close. Do not he 
betrayed into revenge—that would he your defeat—you would be 
brought thereby into bondage; but rise superior to your enemy by 
showing him kindness, which wiU subdue his enmity—hv God's 
grace—if any tiling can. Seneca: Vincit malos pertinax bonitas. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


1 Subjection, and many other duties, we owe to the magistrates. 8 Love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 11 Gluttony and drunkenness, and the works 
of darkness, are out of season in the time of the gospel. 


L ET every soul * be subject unto the higher powers. For 
b there is no power but of God: the powers that be, are 
|| ordained of God. 




XIII.— 1. Let even/ soul —Every person. (See on ii. 9; Acts ii. 
41, 43.) This takes in Jews, as well as all other nations: they were 
disposed to rebel against the Roman government—hence the em¬ 
phatic injunction. Be subject —Subject himself—the subjection 
should be voluntary. Unto the higher powers .—To superior authori¬ 
ties. If there had been a pope at Rome when Paul wrote, he must 
have submitted to Ciesar. Chrysostom: “If thou be an apostle even, 
or an evangelist, or a prophet, or any thing whatsoever—inasmuch 
as this subjection is not subversive of religion. And lie docs not 
say merely ‘obey,’ but ‘be subject.’” Tit. iii. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 13; Wis. 
vi. 1-5. For there is no power —For there is no authority except 
from God. Magistracy, whatever its form, is of divine institution. 
Chrysostom: “What say you? it may be said, is every ruler then 
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2 Whosoever therefore resisteth 'the power, rcsisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. 




elected by God? This I do not say, he answers. Noram I now 
speaking about individual rulers, but about the tiling in itself. For 
that there should be rulers, and some rule, and others be ruled, anil 
that all things should not be just carried on in one confusion, the 
people swaying like waves in this direction and that—this, I say, is 
the work of God’s wisdom. Hence he does not say, for there is no 
niter Imt of God; but it is the thing he speaks of, and says there in no 
power but of God; and the powers that be are ordained of God. For 
since erpiality of honor does many times lead to lightings, he has 
made many governments and forms of subjection; as that, for in¬ 
stance, of man and wife, that of son and father, that of old men and 
young, that of bond and free, that of ruler and ruled, that of master 
and disciple.” Most editors prefer the reading navi, “from,” to ii~6, 
“of,” or “by God.” The, powers that hr, —Hut those that arc have 
been appointed by God. The word “powers” may have been in¬ 
terpolated, as a gloss. God instituted civil government. 

Order is Heaven's first law—and this contest, 

Some are, and must be, greater than (he rest. 

But God lias not ordered any particular form of government—so 
that a republican form, as well as a regal, exists by divine right. 
Hy his providential appointment or permission, particular men arc 
raised to posts of authority; and it is our duty to submit to the de 
facto government, whatever it may be. We must yield active obe¬ 
dience in things which our conscience will allow, and passive obedi¬ 
ence in things which our conscience will not approve. Acts iv.; v.; 
Pan. iii.; vi. Individual citizens or subjects must not oppose the 
civil governtpont, though they must not comply with any wicked 
requisition. This has nothing to do with the right of revolution. 
Any people who consider themselves oppressed by their rulers, and 
who reasonably judge themselves strong enough to throw off' the 
yoke, may do so. Hut every pacific effort should bo tried before the 
sword is drawn. 

2. Whomever therefore resisteth the power, —Another combination of 
Tncccj —sets himself against God’s appointment. Any opposition is 
meant. Chrysostom says Paul adds this lest any should think he 
was making them despicable, putting them thus under heathen 
rulers—the authority is divine, no matter who wields it. He says, 
In this way, too, he was more likely to draw the governors, who were 
unbelievers, to religion, and the believers to obedience; for there 
was quite a common report in those days, which maligned the apos¬ 
tles as being guilty of a seditious and revolutionary scheme. And 
ttmi that resist —And those who oppose shall receive for themselves 
judgment. They shall be punished; but the punishment is a krimu. 
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3 For rulers arc not a terror to good works, but to the 
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? ''do that 
which is good, and thou slialt have praise of the same: 

4 For he is the minister.of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he bcareth not 

</l Pci. 14; 3. 13. 


the result of a,judicial sentence. Tholuck says, “It intimates, as a 
consequence of the very order of things, that every insurrection 
brings along with it its due punishment.” Lange says, “Revolu¬ 
tion very often devours its own children.” lint the context implies 
that the punishment here meant is that which is inflicted, as Alford 
says, “from God, through his minister, the civil power.” Revolu¬ 
tion is an obvious duty and right, or an obvious sin. 

3. For —We should obey magistrates because they arc so benefi¬ 
cial—they arc formidable only to the bad. The best authorities 
favor the singular, “good work” and “evil.” Some think Paul 
would not have written thus after the Neronian persecution; but 
such ail abuse of government lav not within his scope. Persecution 
by rulers was no new tiling: that does not belong legitimately to 
magistracy. Wilt thou then —But wouldst thou not be in fear of the 
authority? This is an hypothetic premise, rather than a question. 
None need fear any infliction of punishment from the government, 
if they will ohev it’s laws. Instead of censure there shall be com¬ 
mendation. Origcn, indeed, savs it was not the custom of rulers to 
praise the innocent; but Pclagius says, “The condemnation of the 
bad is the praise of the good.” As in the case of the parental, con¬ 
jugal, and other relations, submission is required to lawful author¬ 
ity, without saying any tiling of what must be done in case of an 
abuse of authority. It is here assumed that magistrates act within 
their proper sphere. In case of persecution, Christians must boar it 
for the sake of Christ, though they may demand the protection of 
law when they conduct themselves as peaceable citizen* or subjects. 

4. For he is the minister of Oml —Chrysostom: “For he ninkcth 
virtue easier for thee in other ways also, by chastising the wicked, 
by benefiting and honoring the good, and by working together by 
the will of God—whence too lie has even given him the name of dia- 
konos.” In the Coronation Service the king is invested with the dal¬ 
matic, formerly the peculiar vesture of the deacon—as if he were 
endowed with an ecclesiastical office; but Paul meant nothing of 
this. He used the word as meaning servant. Bengel notes the use 
of the same word for magistrate and minister of the gospel, lint if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; —Chrysostom: “ It is not then the 
ruler who makes the fear, but our own wickedness.” For he bcareth 
not the sword in vain: — <t>npei, a frequentative form of tipn, may be 
rendered “weareth,” as a badge of office. Tbc macliaira was a large 
slaughter-knife, or sword. (See on Matt. xxvi. 47, 51, 52, u5.) It 
was the symbol of retributive justice and war. Worn by the mag¬ 
istrate, it showed that he had the power of life and death. The 
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the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

5 Wherefore ‘ye must needs be subject, not only for 
wrath, / but also for conscience’ sake. 

G For, for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they arc 
God’s ministers, attending continually upon this very tiling. 

e Keel. 8. 2 -/1 Pet. % 19. 

dagger was thus worn by the Caesars. Alford: “ In ancient and 
modern limes the sword has been carried before sovereigns. It be¬ 
tokens the power of capital punishment; and the reference to it 
here is among the many testimonies borne by Scripture against the 
attempt to abolish the infliction of the penalty of death for crime in 
Christian States.” Certainly, for the crime of murder. Gen. ix. (i. 
If the State has not the right and the power of enforcing obedience 
to law by the ultima rutin reycm—the infliction of death on such as 
defy its authority—government is at an end. The sword is not a 
bauble or a toy—it means something of grave importance. For he is 
the. minister of God, —Repeated. W. and W.: “ l’or God’s minister 
he is (in this ease also), in the character of avenger.” A revenger to 
ercrutc wrath —An avenger for wrath to him who doeth evil. This 
explains the lax notion that punishment is only reformatory in its 
design. Kven a penitent murderer should expiate his crime on the 
gallows. Lange notes that “there is something higher than mere, 
human justice—viz,, the divine retribution of wrath upon oflend- 
ers.” Chrysostom: “It is God’s law he is carrying out; for what 
if lie does not know it himself? Yet it is God who has so shaped 

5. Wherefore —Because of this divine economy. Ye must needs — 
There is a moral necessity that ye should obey the magistrate. For 
trralh, —The anger spoken of in vcr. 4. Ye should he obedient, not 
merely to escape punishment, but to uphold good order, and to have 
the approval of your conscience. “Submit yourselves to every ordi¬ 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pct.'ii. 13)—out of regard to 
the Lord—recognizing the religious element. Col. iii. 23. “if the 
magistrate require any tiling involving the breach of a higher law, 
the conscience will disallow this, as it will enforce and approve the 
other. Acts iv. 19, 20; v. 29. Bcngel: “For conscience’ sake— 
which ,expects the praise of a good action from God’s minister, 

6. For, for this cause —For on this account—like the wherefore of 
vcr. 5—another inference from ver. 1-4. Pay ye —Ye pay—not im¬ 
perative, as (i-ditorr, vcr. 7. By paying taxes they support the gov¬ 
ernment, which is thus in their service. Lit., “ Ye pay in full”— 
discharge all dues. Tribute — ■Kpoif — tributes of various kinds. 
Kobinson: “Properly, what is borne or brought in; hence a tax, 
tribute, laid upon persons and their property annually, in distinc¬ 
tion from re'/ tor, toll, which was more usually levied on merchandise 
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7 ’Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 
honour to whom honour. 

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for 
*he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 



nnd travelers. Luke xx. 22; xxiii. 2.” Also:— Meyer: “besides 
oilier obedient conduct.” God’s ministers, —A mtmgyoi —public min¬ 
isters, who attended to governmental affairs—not here tax-gatherers. 
They are the same as the dmnarni, ver. 4. Ministers and magistrates 
have the same titles. Isa. xliv. 28; Jcr. xxv. 9. Attending contin¬ 
ually —Constantly attending to this very thing. Chrysostom: “For 
this is their life, this their business, that thou may'st enjoy peace. 
Wherefore, in another Kpistlc, he bids them not only be subject, 
but also pray in their behalf—that we may lead a quiet and peace¬ 
able life. For do not tell me of some one who makes an ill use of 
the thing, but look to the good order that is in the institution itself, 
and thou wilt see the great wisdom of Him who enacted this law 
from the first.” The primitive Christians were so conscientious in 
paying tribute that Tertullian said, what the Romans lost by Chris¬ 
tians in the way of temple-dues, was counterbalanced by their con¬ 
scientious payment of taxes. 

7. Render —Chrysostom: “Not give, but render, give back.” To 
nil —All men. their dues: —What they have a right to claim. 
Chrysostom: “Not a favor.” Tribute— Custom. (See on ver. C.) 
Honour —Respect to persons of distinction. W. anil W. refer <po/)ov, 
fear, to the reverence paid to superiors (1 Pet. ii. 18; iii. 2)—ngf/a, 
honor, to the courtesy due to equals. Rom. xii. 10. 

8. Owe no man any thing, —Discharge every obligation. But to love 
—Chrysostom: “This is a debt also, not however such as the tribute 
or the custom, but a continuous one; for lie does not wish it ever to 
be paid oflj or rather he would have it always rendered, yet never 
fully so, but to be always owing; for this is the character of the debt, 
that one keeps giving and owing always.” For he that loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law. —Perfect tense—in the act of loving, he accom- 
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9 For this, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not hear false wit¬ 
ness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other com¬ 
mandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, name¬ 
ly, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore 1 love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 




0. Fur thin, —Paul cites several commandments of the second table 
of the Decalogue. Tlion shalt not hear false witness ,—This is omitted 
in many MSS., in the Syriac and Saliidic, and some Fathers and 
editors. It is in the Sinailic and others, the Vulgate, Coptic, Chrys¬ 
ostom and other Fathers. It mav have been readilv omitted by a 
transcriber, and others followed iiis copy. So Chrysostom omits, 
Thou shalt not covet. It is likely Paul cited all the negative com¬ 
mandments of the second tabic. I,ike Christ, lie disregards tile or¬ 
der. Malt. xix. 1R, ]!); if. Ex. xx.; Dent. v. In the Alex, copy of 
the I.X X. the order is, “Tlion shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not commit murder.” So in Mark x. 19; Luke 
xviii. 20; James ii. 11. So Philo, who says it is because adultery is 
the most heinous sin. Is it worse than murder? And is stealing 
worse than murder? And if there be —And if there is any other 
commandment respecting our duty to our neighbor, implying that 
there is—and there are many others. Briefly comprehended —Lit., 
recapitulated—summed up—brought under one head. The word is 
also used in Kph. i. 10. In this sayiny, —This word—the precept con¬ 
tained in Lev. xix. 18. Rah. Akhibha calls it “ the great summary.” 
Thy neiyhhaur — U/i/niiw means “one near”—hence the Jews restrict¬ 
ed it in this precept to one of their own nation, or a friend. (See on 
Matt. v. 48.) Christ explains it to mean a fellow-man—anv one 
whom we can serve. This is illustrated in the parable of llie’Good 
Samaritan. (Sec on Luke x. 25-37.) As thyself .—With the same 
kind of regard, though not equal. You must love yourself first, to 
know how to love your neighbor. As you would not injure your¬ 
self, you must not injure him. lienee the Golden Rule, Matt, vii, 
12. The positive feeling of love will secure a perfect observance of 
(he negative precepts here specified, and will, in addition, induce the 
performance of good actions, according to onr ability. As this com¬ 
mandment is like unto that which requires us to love God with all 
our powers, the love of our neighbor springs from love to God, and 
leads to it. Chrysostom: “Let us then love one another, as in this 
way we shall also love God, who loveth us.” 

10. Lore worketh no ill to his neiyhbour: —This may be the abstract 
for the concrete: he who loves. Rut it may be construed, Love to 
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11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is 1 
to awake out of sleep: for now is our salyatio 
mn when we believed. 

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand 

ie’s neighbor works not evil. SoWyclifieand Rlicims ne 
il is that prohibited by the precepts which love enforce 
•re lore —Love, therefore, is a fulfillment of law. I J?.gpa/. 
■here, fullness of performance: the word was probably 
r nen?J/puKc (“hath fulfilled”), ver. 8. Love is the an 
1 fishness, which is the essence of all sin. Matt, xxii. 39, 
ii.; Gal. v. 14; 1 Tim. i, 5; James ii, 8. 

11. And that, —And we should do this the rather, Cf. 1 
) substantially Thoodoret, Tholuck, Olshauscn, Alford, s 
r iner: “Connected with ver. 8.” Knowing the time, —In 
m know the time: ver. 12. That now it u high time— Tl 
>ur already for us to be roused out of sleep—the wa 
cep is used metaphorically in a good sense (Acts vii. GO 
Tliess. iv. 14; v. 10), but also in a bad sense (Eph. v. 14 
1-8), as here. For now is our saltation nearer than when i 
■The aorist refers it to the time of their conversion—as 
licir salvation was their deliverance from the ills of life, 
m: “Near is the resurrection, near is the judgment. H 
surreetion now close by them. For as the time ad\ 
cans the season of our present life is wasting away, and 
fe to come waxes nearer. If thou then be prepared, and 

I whatsoever he hath commanded, the day is one of a; 
ce. Since it was not unlikely that in the beginning of t 
ideavors they would be most earnest, in that their desire 

II vigor, hut that as the time went on, the whole of the 
:ss would wither down to nothing, he says they ought t 
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therefore cast off the works of darkness, and "let us put on 
the armour of light. 

13 v Let us walk || honestly, as in the day: ’not in rioting 
and drunkenness, "not in chambering and wantonucss, "not 
in strife and envying. 

o Kph. 0. IS; 1 Tlicss. 5. 8 .—p Phil. 1. K; 1 Tlicss. 4. 1'; 1 l‘ct. 2. 12.—| (lr, 
ibraih/.-qVim. 2:1. 20; Luke 21. :I4; 1 l’ot. 4. ;!.—rl Cor. li. 0; Kph. 


•ho hits the sense: “The night went before, but the day bath 
iglied.” The day isnl hand :—Our translators omit the ilf, which is 
iiilinuative—and the day lias drawn near. The perfect suits the 
receding aorist—//jpoor, has drawn near, corresponds to ryyrrr/jov, 
carer, vcr. 11. Let ns therefore cast off the murks of darkness ,— Lav 
isighlly night-clothes, indicated vcr. Id. The metaphor 


Fighting, 


This is . 
of light. — ~On?si means weapons, 
; on Horn. vi. 13). A Roman 
The Christian is viewed as a 
-S), who is not dressed in dav- 
rmorof light.” Orotius: «rim 
and the children of the day,” 
owever, is not here the promi- 




is slightly varied—n 
pressed. And let us p 
John xviii. 3; 2 Cor 
would realize the Ion 
soldier (Kph. vi. 11-1 
apparel without his a 
spleudentin. “The cl 
are suitably apparclc 

1U lVV-.t ns mdk—Hti\\ 

from sleep we walk forth into the world. This is a common (iguro 
for living—following the course of duty prescribed. Honestly, —A, 
V. represents three Greek words hv honest and its cognates, and all 
denote dignity, honor, gravity—that which is becoming. V.intxvpo- 
in a well-fashioned manner—“decently,” 1 Cor. xiv. 40—becom¬ 
ingly, as it means in 1 Tlicss. iv. 12, a passage like this. The noun 
is rendered “comeliness,” 1 Cor. xii. 23; the adjective, “honorable,” 
Mark xv. 13; Acts xiii. GO; xvii. 12; “comely,” 1 Cor. vii. 3o; xii. 
24. Christians should be admired for their virtuous lives. Xot in 
rioting anil drunkenness,—Here are three pairs of evils. The first 
pair have reference to revels and carousals, which orgies usually 
took place at night. “They that be drunken are drunken in the 
night” (1 Tlicss. v. 7). Both words are in the plural, as in the sec¬ 
ond pair. Kw/mf—Lat., comismtio. A set of drunkards sallied out 
after supper, making night hideous with their revels, ileth/ (comp. 
German mctli, mead) means a drunken frolic, acarousal. Luke xxi. 
34; Gal. v. 21. Chrysostom, who is unusually pertinent and forei- 
oie on these verses, says: “Not that he would forbid drinking, but 
the doing of it immoderately—not the enjoying of wine, but doing 
it to excess. As also the next thing he states likewise with the 
same measure —not in chambering and mtntonness —for here also he 
does not prohibit the intercourse of the sexes, but committing forni¬ 
cation. iS'ol in strife anti envying .—It is the deadly kind of passions, 
then, that lie is for extinguishing—lust, namely, and anger. Where- 
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14 But ‘put yc on the Lord Jesus Christ, aud “make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. 




fore it is not themselves only, hut even the sources of them, that he 
removes. For there is nothin" that so kindles lust, and inflames 
wrath, as drunkenness, and sitting long at the wine. Wherefore, 
after lirst saying, not in noting and drunkenness, then he proceeds with 
not in chambering and mmtonness, not in strife and envying.’' W. and 
W. refer the third pair to “ the strife and emulation from party spirit, 
which too often prevailed in the Churches.” Gal. v. 20. This, of 
course, is prohibited, but Chrysostom’s view suits the scope. 

14. But put ye on —As in vcr. 12—though here the idea rises. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, —Invest yourselves with the virtues which he pos¬ 
sessed, so that all who see you will virtually see your great Exem¬ 
plar. There is no reference here, or anywhere else in Scripture, to 
the robe of Christ’s personal holiness, made ours by imputation. 
We are to “walk as Jesus walked below.” Gal. iii. 27; Eph. iv. 24; 
Col. iii. 10. Chrysostom: “He who is clothed with him has abso¬ 
lutely all virtue. For what is there that he is not minded to be to 
us, when lie makes us cleave and fit on to him in every way? And 
this is a sign of one loving exceedingly.” W. and W.: “Armor was 
worn by wav of defense, and as garb indicating profession. In both 
senses they had put on Christ formally, and were called upon to ex¬ 
hibit him practically." And make not provision for the flesh, —Provide 
not for your carnal nature, so as to gratify its illicit desires. This 
recognizes an ethical character in flesh, as in chaps, vii. and viii. 
So W. and W.: “Corrupt nature generally, whether it showed itself 
in sins of the flesh or spirit. Consult not for your corrupt nature, 
with a view to gratify its desires.” So Robinson: sec under 
But many follow Chrysostom, who makes sarx=soma, the body: 
“ For as he does not forbid drinking, but drinking to excess, not mar¬ 
rying, but doing wantonness, so too he does not forbid making pro¬ 
vision for the flesh either, but doing so with a view to fulfill the lusts 
thereof, as, for instance, going beyond necessaries. For that he does 
make provision for it, hear what he says to Timothy: ‘Use a little 
wine for thy stomach’s sake, and thine often infirmities.’ ” Bengel 
follows with hesitation: “The care of the flesh is neither forbidden 
here as bad, nor praised as good, but it is regulated and guarded 
against dangers as something of a middle character, and yet in a 
measure suspicious.” That is vague. Bloomfield opposes the single 
construction of Macknight, “Make no provision for gratifying (he 
lusts of the flesh,” on Chrysostom’s principle, but inconsistently rec¬ 
ognizes an ethical element in flesh. Tholuck: "Sarz is here like 
soma." So Olshausen. Wvclifle, after the Vulgate: “And do ye not 
the business of the flesh in desires.” Winer says it does not mean 
“Make provision for the flesh, not for lusts”—as if the negative (/«/) 
immediately preceded “for lusts”—which it docs not. Cf. Rom. 
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3 Men may not contemn nor condemn one the other for things indifferent: 
13 but take heed that they give no offence in them: 15 for that the apos¬ 
tle proveth unlawful by many reasons. 


H IM that “is weak in the faith receive ye, but ||not to 
doubtful disputations. 


nCh. 15. 1, 7; 1 Cor. 8, II, 11; 9. 22.—H Or, not to judge hi9 doubtful thoughts. 

XIV.—1. Him that is weak in the faith —Our translators omit the 
conjunction dr, which connects this verse with the foregoing, not im¬ 
mediately with the last verse—as Lange, agreeably to his interpre¬ 
tation ol' ver. 14—unless the sensualists there suggested by contrast 
the ascetics here—but rather with xiv. 8, 9, 10. While you are to 
love all men, you should show peculiar tenderness to Christians 
who are weak in the faith. The weakness is not in the faith, as Al¬ 
ford says, but in him who has the faith; and this, indeed, he admits 
when lie says, “ Weak in the faith = holding the faith imperfectly— 
i. c., not being able to receive the faith in its strength, so as to be 
above such prejudices.” W. and \V.: “The whole of the Christian 
religion, in relation to the clients on the heart and understanding.” 
Walford: “To be weak in faith is to have a narrow comprehension 
of the extent, harmony, and design of Christianity.” Ver. 2, 22 favor 
the view of BloomHeld and others, that “the faith” = “his faith,” or 
the principle of faith, as Olshauscn says. He lacks a linn persuasion 
of the lawfulness ol certain adtaphora —things lndillerent. Receive 
ye ,—1 Ipjirlna/Mrw is used in the intensive sense, as in ver. 3 and xv. 
7, where we are exhorted to “receive one another as Christ also re¬ 
ceived us”—where it must mean to admit into fellowship. Cf. Acts 
xviii. 2(1; Philemon 12, 17. Wesley: “With all love and courtesy 
into Christian fellowship.” This applies to the reception of any one 
into the Church by baptism, or into intimate fellowship after baptism. 
Alford: “Give him your hand”—as Syriac (Tholuck). Count him 
one of you—opposed to rejecting or discouraging him. But not to 
doubtful disputations. —Margin: “Not to judge his doubtful thoughts.” 
Wyclitte renders the Vulgate: “But take ye a sick man in belief, 
not in demengis (jiulgings) of thoughts.” Rlieims: “Not in dispu¬ 
tations of cogitations.” Tyndale, Crantner: “.Not in disputing and 
troubling his conscience.” Geneva: “ But not to enter into doubtful 
disputations of controversies”— pi) e if means not for such a purpose. 
Admit him to your fellowship for mutual assistance and comfort, not 
for judgments of opinions—to settle the questions on wdiicli he has 
scruples. As those addressed are the stronger party, it is implied that 
the opinions in question are those of the weaker party. Chrysostom 
and others consider them the believing Jews, who thought that they 
were hound to abstain from things pronounced by the law unclean, 
and also to observe certain holy days, whereas the Gentile believers 
considered themselves free from all obligations of the sort. But the 
ceremonial law did not prohibit the use of all animal food and wine, 
whereas these weak brethren were vegetarians and aquarians. Oth- 
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2 For one believeth that he ‘may cat all things; another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. 




ers think they were converts from ,noons the Iisscncs, who were as¬ 
cetics of this sort; blit they were rarely found in cities, and are never 
mentioned in N. T. Some think they were the Ncopvthagorcans, by 
whose opinions tire Churches in Asia Minor were inoculated. But 
they were scverly ccnsnrcd by the apostle—1 Tim. iv. 1-5—as well 
as those Judaizers who incorporated some of their notions with their 
own errors. Col. iii.; cf. Gal. iv. 9-11. Some consider this place 
parallel with 1 Cor. viii.; but there is no reference there to wine and 
holy days, or the ceremonial distinction of meats, but only of things 
offered to idols, which do not appear to be alluded to in'Rom. xiv. 
The ascetics in this case would not raise any scruples in regard to 
what all parties disallowed. Wliedon suggests that there may have 
been an infusion of Brahmanism in this asceticism. The possibility 
is that some of the Jews grafted certain .ascetic principles of the 
Oriental philosophy on the ceremonialism of the law in regard to 
food and holy days, and that they retained such scruples after their 
conversion. Daniel and his friends would not dchlc themselves 
with the meat and wine furnished them in the court at Babylon, 
but subsisted on pulse. Dan. i. Tobit would not cat of the bread 
(ap-ow) of the Gentiles, though his fellow-captives at Nineveh did. 
Josephus says his master Banns was a vegetarian, and that certain 
prieSs, who were sent as prisoners to Rome, fed solely on figs and 
dates. (Life, c. ii.; iii.) There were precepts of this sort in the 
Mishna. Origen alludes to similar Christian ascetics in his days. 
The Apostolical Canons distinguish between ministers, who on ascet¬ 
ic grounds abstained from flesh and wine, but condemned not those 
who did not, and others who considered the use ef flesh and wine as 
sinful—condemning the latter. Hogesippus says: “James, brother 
of our Lord, drank neither wine nor fermented liquors, and ab¬ 
stained from animal food. A razor never came upon his head; he 
never anointed with oil, and never used a bath: he who alone was 
allowed to enter the sanctuaty. He never wore woolen, but linen, 
garments. lie was in the habit of entering the temple alone, and 
was often found upon his bended knees, and interceding for the for¬ 
giveness of the people; so that his knees became as hard as camels’.” 
Of course, no credit is to he attached to such traditions—like popish 
fables of later limes—yet they serve to show the high regard paid to 
asceticism in those times, especially by the Jews. It is hardly nec¬ 
essary to say that the aquarianism of modern reformers is not based 
on asceticism, though some betray a spirit not in keeping with the 
apostle’s counsels, vcr. 3. 

2. For one. —One, indeed—the uh (“indeed”) corresponds to the 
<tf (“but”) in the next clause. The former is the strong, the latter 
the weak, of vcr. 1. lidie.rpth that he may cal —Has faith to eat—al¬ 
luding to ver. 1. Winer: “The one lias confidence to eat, and may 









A.D. GO.] 


CHAPTER XIV. 


207 


3 Let not him that eatetli, despise him that cateth not; 
and “let not him which cateth not, judge him that cateth: 
for God hath received him. 

4 d Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to 
his own master he standetli or falleth: yea, he shall be 
hoi den up: for God is able to make him stand. 


is implied in -torevav." The A. V. gives the sense. lie believes 
that lie 1ms a chartered right to eat. Paul was thus strong in faith. 
] Tim. iv. 3,4. Another, —Hilt he who is weak. Eatetli herbs. —Lives 
on an exclusively vegetable diet. Olshauscn: “ Lachana denotes all 
sorts of vegetables, as opposed to flesh.” Lange and others construe 
this in a lax manner, as if it meant that these ascetics abstained 
from flesh onlv under certain circumstance*, as at social feasts, so 
that they might not eat that which was unclean or offered to idols. 

3. Let not him that eatetli, —Ally kind of food. Despise—judge —A 
line distinction. One who has a healthy mind, strong in faith, is 
tempted to despise, look with contempt upon, one who is hound by 
sickly scruples, while the rigid ascetic is tempted to judge—that is, 
censure—one who uses the liberty which he believes is allowed by 
the gospel. For God hath received him. —The verb is in the aorist, 
referring to the time of his conversion. The verb is the same as 
that in ver. 1. Robert Hall—an Open-communion Baptist—savs. 
“lie who is good enough for Christ, is good enough for me.” Cf. 

xv. 7. Some refer this to both parties; but the connection seems to 
restrict it to the eater, who was censured by the abstainer. God re¬ 
ceived the former as well as the latter, notwithstanding the harsh 
judgment of the abstainer. 

4. Who art thou —A challenge, like ix. 20. What prerogative hast 
thou in the premises? It is not thy business. That judgest —Some 
refer this to the strong; but he is not the one who judges—it is the 
weak who censures the strong. Ascetics frequently condemn their 
more liberal brethren. Another man’s servant ?—The servant of an¬ 
other— hX>,orpiov should not be restricted to “man’s” (see on Luke 

xvi. 12)—vet the question refers to the impropriety of any one’s 
meddling with the relation of a servant to his master. The oikates 
is a house-servant, as in Luke xvi. 13; Acts x. 7; 1 Pet. ii. 18. This 
gives greater point to the question, as it is not to be supposed that a 
master would keep a house-servant about him if he did not please 
him. To his own master he standrlh or falleth: —This may be con¬ 
strued as a dative com modi: it is the master’s affair: if lie considers 
(he servant proper for his service, he retains him; if not, he rejects 
him. Yea, —But (eft) he shall he made to stand. Here the illustra¬ 
tive case passes into the case in hand: q. d., But in this case the 
servant shall be allowed to retain his place. For God —There is 
strong MS. authority for “the Lord”; but (nyiiof may have been 
written by an early transcriber, from the preceding clause, “to his 
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5 ‘One man estecmeth one day above another: another 
estecmeth every day alike. Let every man he || fully per¬ 
suaded in his own mind. 

6 He that / ||regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord: and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 


eOnl. 4.10; Col. 2. 10.—| Or, full}/ assured.— /Gal. 4.10.—| Or, observcth. 


own master lie stands or falls—for the master (nyirof) can make him 
stand.” But Paul, according to his manner, abruptly applies the 
case, and uses the word God, as in ver. 3. Is able —Aararoj, with an 
infinitive, means can do any thing—there is no natural or moral im¬ 
possibility in the ease. Without antagonising any principle, God 
can—and will, for that is implied; cf. iv. 21; xi. 23—retain in his 
service the liberal believer, as well as the scrupulous, only let him 
not abuse his liberty, or despise his ascetic fellow-servant. To stand 
or fall does not seem to mean, to stand in or fall from grace—much 
loss to be approved or condemned in the day of judgment; yet both 
arc implied in retaining or forfeiting the relation of a servant of God, 
which seems to be the meaning. 

o. One man —One, indeed, judges one day to be above another— 
Chrysostom refers tiiis to days of fasting. Ivoppe and a few others 
indorse this. But it is generally referred to the observance of the 
Jewish Sabbath and other holy days, to which the Jews attached 
great sanctity—the Gentiles did not. The gospel neither prescribes 
nor proscribes them—unless their observance be enforced as a con¬ 
dition of salvation. Col. ii. 16; Gal. iv. 10. Alford has no right to 
infer from this that the apostles did not recognize the obligation to 
observe the Lord’s-dav. Jewish and Gentile believers alike ob¬ 
served that; though it is not called “the Sabbath” in N. T., or by 
the early Fathers. John xx. 19, 26; Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 1; Rev. 
i. 10. Justin Martyr and Tertullian speak of the observance of 
Sunday as the Lord’s-day—giving it the prominence which was 
given to the patriarchal sabbath (Gen. ii. 3), and to the Jewish, 
saving certain ceremonial peculiarities grafted on the latter. But 
even in this case, we must leave conscientious Romanists, Greeks, 
Lutherans, Anglicans, Quakers, and others, who recognize no sab¬ 
batical sanctity in “the first day of the week,” to their own Master. 

G. He that regardeth the day, —He who minds, observes, a holy day, 
as a duty. lUgardeth it unto the Lord: —To Christ. The datives 
here and in ver. 7, 8, arc commodi —as Mevcr says, in the cthico-telie 
sense—though connected with an objective dependence on Christ— 
which some consider the force of those datives in ver. 7, 8: thus 
Macknight, who renders “by” in ver. 7, 8, but “to” in ver. G. And 
he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. —He has 
regard to the will of Christ, who has abrogated the laws requiring 
its observance. It is not out of willfulness or wantonness, but out 
of regard to the will of the Master, that he declines the observance. 
This clause is wanting in the principal uncial MSS., the Yulg., 
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doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for 
“he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord 
he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

7 For ‘none of us liveth to himself] and no man dieth to 
himself. 

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

9 For 'to this end Christ both died, and rose, and re¬ 
vived, that he might be ‘Lord both of the dead and living. 




Coptic, Klhiopic, some Fathers, and editors. It is found in other 
MSS., in the Svr., Basil, Chrysostom, Tlicodoret, and other Fathers. 
Some think it was inserted by copyists to balance the preceding 
clause. Wliedon thinks Paul omitted it because of “the esteem of 
the special dav alone that is so sanctioned—a strong proof-text of 
the validity of the Christian Sabbath”! Alford: “The words were 
probably omitted from the similar ending, O/iorri, of both clauses 
having misled some early copyists’’—very likely—he adds, “but 
perhaps it mav have been intcutionallv done sifter the observance 
of the Lord’s-dav came to be regarded as binding.” Very unlikely. 

like manner recognizes the trill of Christ, who has canceled the cer¬ 
emonial law concerning food. For lie giveth God thanks ;—Grace at 
meat shows the recognition. Observe the antiquity and scriptural 
indorsement of Ibis practice. (See on Malt. xiv. 19;' 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4.) 
-1 ml lie that eateth nut, —lie who eats not thus indiscriminately, ab¬ 
stains in regard to the supposed will of Christ (though ftis scruple is 
baseless), .lad giveth (Jod thanks. —Says grace over his “dinner of 

7. For none of vs lireth to himself, —As we are the Lord’s servants— 
liis purchased possession (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; 1 Pet. ii. 9,10; Ps. exvi. 
Ki)—our lives must be devoted to bis service—indeed, tve arc to lay 
down our lives for him if lie requires it— a fortiori, we arc to defer 
to bis will in regard to the adiaphora in question—not setting up 
ourselves as judges when Christ alone is the Lord of conscience. 

S. Hr lire unto the Lord ;—Macknight does not construe the datives 

the Lord”—yet he reaches the right conclusion: “Since none of us 
is his own master, neither hath any right to live as lie lists, but all 
of us are the subjects of Christ, and arc obliged to do as he hath com¬ 
manded, it is a usurpation of Christ’s prerogative to pretend to rule 
the opinions and actions of others in matters of religion; and no 
person should submit to such a usurpation.” (See on Rom. vi. 10, 
IS. lit; Phil. i. 20, 21.) 

9. For to this end— The death and resurrection of Christ acquired 
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10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost 
thou set at nought thy brother? for ‘we shall all stand be¬ 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ. 

11 For it is written, "As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 
God. 



for him the right to govern all men in this world and in the next. 
Phil. ii. 8-11; Alev. i. 18. 


He .justly claim* us for Ills own, 

The ChHst'jnn lives to’cimst ninno- 

Christ both died, and rose, and revived, —The approved reading is, 
“ Christ died and lived.” Meyer well accounts for the various read¬ 
ings—they arose from attempts to explain the text. The aorist t'Cyotr 
points to the resurrection: lie lived after his death—lived again— 
his resurrection leading to his eternal life in heaven. Rom. vi. 9, 

10. Living. —Alford: "In sense comprehending all created beings.” 
Rut only those redeemed seem to lie here intended. 

10. But why dost thou —But thou, why dost thou? The emphatic 
pronouns show that the apostle first addresses the ascetic, remon¬ 
strating with him for censuring his liberal brother, and then the 
latter, for despising the former. Thy brother t -—The repetition has 
great force. 1 Kings xx, 32, 33; Matt. vii. 1-5. The judgment-seal 
of Christ. — Bij/ia occurs twelve times in N. T., but only in one other 
place to designate the tribunal of Christ—2 Cor. v. 10. Some think 
from that pjjce “Christ” was substituted for “God,” which is the 
reading of many good MSS.; but the MSS. used by Origen, Chrys¬ 
ostom, other Fathers, Syriac, and Vulgate, have “Christ”—which 
suits the context here, as well as in 2 Cor. v. Cf. John v. 22-27; 
Acts xvii. 31; Matt. xxv. 

11. For it is written,— In Isa. xlv. 23—where the Ileb. is, “I have 
sworn by myself that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear.” The LXX.: “By myself I swear that to me every 
knee shall bend, and every tongue shall swear with respect to God.” 
But the Alex, copy has "confess to God,” as Paul: cf. Phil. ii. 10, 

11. As I live., —Jehovah’s formula of swearing by himself. Shall 
confess to God. —In Isaiah there is a prediction of Jehovah’s univer¬ 
sal sovereignty, indicated by the bending of every knee, with the 
oath of allegiance from every tongue. Paul refers this, in Phil. ii. 
9-11, to the exaltation of Christ to the throne of the universe—here 
it refers to the consummation of his Mediatorial government in the 
general judgment. It seems that i^o/mJeryeu retains the idea of con¬ 
fession, as in the next verse. Rciclie makes it the confession of 
sins, which Olshauscn opposes, as not agreeing with the parallelism. 
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12 So then " every one of us shall give account of himself 
to God. 

13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: hut 
judge this rather, that “no man put a stumbling-block, or 
an occasion to fall in his brother’s way. 



Maeknight says, “shall either voluntarily or by constraint acknowl¬ 
edge (iod’s sovereign dominion, by giving an account to him at the 
judgment.'’ This seems to be the sense. Meyer says it always 
means to praise when used as here with the dative. But see on 
Malt. xi. 25. The Vulgate has ennjitebitur. which Wyclifle renders 
“knowledge,” meaning, as Tyndale and Cranmer, “shall give a 
knowledge;” Geneva and Itheims, “shall confess.” In rendering 
our account to him, we acknowledge his exclusive sovereignty. 





ictory views of those who make a distinction—to wit, 
“1‘imtomma, dashing the foot against a stone, but not 
elding a little to temptation, but recovering from it; 
tumbling so as to fall—committing sin through templa- 
i - v to knowledge.” \V. and W. reverse it: “Proskomma, 
aclc against which one may strike the foot; skandalon, a 
likely to catch the foot: the former denotes a certain, 
probable, cause of falling.” Hengel: "A Mumbling-block 
:r he compelled to do the same thing, vcr. 20; an offense — 
! you for the deed.” Alford: “Proskomma —see ver. 21: 
of stumbling in act; skaiulainn ( ifi .), an occasion of of- 
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14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, '’that 
there u nothing f unclean of itself: but ’to him that estcem- 
eth any thing to be t unclean, to him it is unclean. 

15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now 



fense in thought.” Lange vaguely refers the terms respectively to 
the two parties concerned, and says: “In ver. 21 the apostle seems 
to distinguish even three cases—to take oflense forward, or back¬ 
ward, or to be strengthened in weakness”! 

14. I know, —By the teaching of the 0. T. Gen. i. 31; ix. 1-3; 1 
Tim. iv. 3, 4. And am persuaded —Assured. My conviction drawn, 
by reason from theO.T., has been corroborated by the authoritative 
teaching of Christ. Construing h as in, Alford says, “He is per¬ 
suaded in his capacity as connected with Christ Jesus, as having the 
mind of Christ.” W. and W.: “ In the Lord Jesus. The elements 
of my knowledge and persuasion are in him — in my fellowship, 
union with him.” So Tholuck: “He perceives truths in the con¬ 
sciousness of his fellowship with Christ.” This is mystical and 
vague. Why not give ev the force of “through,” as in the Geneva 
—“full certified through the Lord Jesus”? Robinson: “In or 
through the Lord.” Wesley: “I am assured by the Lord Jesus— 
perhaps by a particular revelation.” Lange says: “He has the 
fixed assurance of it in the fellowship of Christ, liy virtue of justi¬ 
fying faith in his Spirit;” but lie adds to this vague statement, “A 
consciousness of Christ’s declaration in Matt. xv. 11 is here more 
probable than questionable; but then that declaration is not in a 
legal sense the basis of his freedom (coinp. also 1 Cor. viii. 8; Col. ii. 
14-10).” If anv other revelation were needed, he had it in Peter’s 
vision, the symbol of which settled this question—which, indeed, 
was settled by the abrogation of the ceremonial law: cf. Acts xv. 
Bloomfield: “By the teaching of Jesus Christ himself, and not by 
human reasoning.” There is nothing unclean of itself: —Lit., “com¬ 
mon by itself”—in the sense of profane, ceremonially unclean. (See 
on Mark vii. 2; Acts x. 14.) No kind of food is in its own nature 
unclean, and so forbidden; but if any one accounts it so, to him it is 
so. Thus Grotius and others: “The persuasion of anv food being 
forbidden is to a Christian Jew, as long as he is so persuaded, suffi¬ 
cient to make it unlawful for him to use the liberty from the yoke 
of Mosaic ordinances.” lint to him —Vulg., nisi —so Meyer and 
others: it expresses an exception; and “to him” is emphatic. The 
uncleanness is thus snhjective. 

15. But —There is no uncial authority for df (“but”)—the exter¬ 
nal authority for yap (“for”) greatly preponderates. But seems to 
have been substituted to make an easier connection. However, the 
connection with “for” is not so obscure as some imagine. It assigns 
a reason for the admonition to the strong not to ensnare the weak. 
If he, by thy example, and to escape thy ridicule, cat against his 
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walkcst thou not f charitably. r Destroy not him with thy 
meat, for whom Christ died. 

10 “Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 




conscience, and is aggrieved, or caused to fall, this is not according 
to the hnv of love, for love worketh no ill to a neighbor. Paul thus 
explains his meaning in a similar passage—1 Cor. viii. 7-13. \V. 

and \V. miss the scope when they say, “is distressed at witnessing 
thy (to him) had example, and resisting its influence.” Maeknight 
comes nearer the point: lie renders Xv-elrm “hurt,” and says: 
“Wherefore (reading <tr) if thy brother, who thinketh certain meats 
unclean, is made to sin through thy eating such meat, whether it he 
by hating thee as a profane person, or by following thy example con¬ 
trary to his conscience, or by apostatizing to Judaism.” Wesley: 
“Wounded, led into sin.” Robinson: "Aggrieved, oflended.” Thy 
meat, —Upugua, food —for which “meat” stands in Old English. A’oio 
rndkesi —Thou walkcst no longer. A common metaphor in the Bible 
for passing one’s life, conducting one's self. Charitably.— Lit., “ac¬ 
cording to love,” which reipiircs us to do all the good wo can, and 
no evil, to our neighbor. .Destroy not —'A -A/lv/ii means to destroy 
utterly—to kill. Robinson refers it in this passage to “eternal de¬ 
struction, the second death.” There is no stronger word—the great 
destroyer gets his name "Apollyon” from it. Rev. ix. 11. Bloom¬ 
field says, “Not final perdition, but rather a present falling from a 
state of salvation by apostasy or otherwise/' No one imagines that 
he is in final perdition while he is living! But if he dies in his 
apostasy, then what? W. and \V.: “Imper. pres., as of an action 
continuing, and thus making rather a tendency than a complete 
ell'ect.” It is pitiful to see the attempts of some to evade the teach¬ 
ing of this passage as to “falling from grace.” Maeknight comes 
out boldly, despite his Church Confession: “Do not for the sake of 
pleasing thy palate destroy him for whose salvation Christ parted 
with his life. Here Christ is said to have died for a person who 
may he destroyed by sinning through our example.” Iicngel: “ Do 
not make more of thv food than Christ did of his life —Destroy not. 
1 Cor. viii. 11. Even the true brother may perish, for whom Christ 
most lovingly died.” Wliedon: “The grieved brother might be in¬ 
duced through disgust to leave the Christian communion, and so be 
lost.” But cf. 1 Cor. viii. 10, 11. 

10. Ijet not then your —D, !•’, Svr., Vulg., and some other versions, 
have “our.” Good —Chrysostom is in a fog: “Either their faith, or 
the hope of rewards hereafter, or the perfectness of their religious 
state.” The good tiling here is the freedom allowed to the strong, 
which they were expected to use with discretion and charity, so that 
it might not be evil spoken of. There is no antithesis in the Greek, 
as in our version. The Vulg., Wyclifle, and Rhcims, transfer the 
word “blasphemed.” It is rendered “evil spoken of” in 1 Cor. x. 
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17 ‘For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

18 For he that in these things serveth Christ, “is accept¬ 
able to God, and approved of men. 


i 1 Cor. 8. 8 .—m 2 Cor. 8. 21. 


30, which sheds light on this place. Cf. 1 I’et. iv. 4, 14; 2 Pet, ii. 
2, 10, 12. 

17. For —Do not act so, because it is inconsistent with the charac¬ 
ter of vour religion. The kingdom of God —A theocratieal expres¬ 
sion, found nowhere else in Romans, hut often in the Gospels, Acts, 
and Epistles. It means the government which God exercises by the 
mediation of Christ, and through the influence of the Iloly Spirit, 
and the organism of the Church. In the Gos[iels and Acts it usually 
means the Christian Dispensation, or Church, or some distinguish¬ 
ing feature of it; and so occasionally in the Epistles; but there it 
generally denotes what is called the kingdom of glory, the other 
being styled the kingdom of grace—-which is the inclination, as the 
former is the consummation, of this government. (See on Matt. iii. 
2.) Here it denotes the grand subjective elements of the kingdom 
of grace, or of those who are its subjects. There may be also an allu¬ 
sion to the Mosaic dispensation, which comprised so many “carnal 
ordinances.” Mad. and drink, —Ealing and drinking. Drinking is 
added pleonastically—as often—people usually drink at their meals. 
It may also have a reference to wine, which some of the ascetics 
would not use—ver. 21—hardly to “the libations which formed part 
of the sacrifices” (W. and W.). The adiaphora are here contrasted 
with the essentials. Righteousness, and, peace, and joy in the. Holy 
Ghost. —Not to lie taken ethically, as denoting a holy, pacific, anil 
cheerful spirit—though that follows as an effect (cf. vi.; xii.-xvi.)— 
but doctrinallv, in the sense in which those terms have been em¬ 
ployed in this Epistle, especially in chaps, v.; viii. Justification by 
faith, securing jicacc with God, and holy joy, is not dependent on 
ceremonies of any sort, nor can the latter be put in its place. Cf. xv. 
13. “In the Holy Ghost” is referred bv llloomhcld and others to 
all three predicates, and Tholuc-k says it may be so referred; but it 
should be restricted to joy, because, as he says, “it serves specially 
to distinguish the mild, inward cheerfulness of the Christian from 
the impure jollity of the natural man.” Alford says well: “ I n con¬ 
nection with, under the indwelling and influence of, as ‘Rejoice in 
the Lord,’ Pliil. iv. 4,” etc. 

18. For he that in these things —There is good authority for the 
plural, though that for the singular predominates. Hut it should 
be hardly rendered “thus” (B. Crusius, Alford), rather “herein” 
(Lange), not restricting it, with Origen, to “the Holy Spirit,” but 
embracing the whole sentence. Serveth Christ, —This is a cheek to 
Antinomianism. Freedom from Mosaic rites, and free justification 
by faith, do not lead to licentiousness. (See on iii. 31; vi.) Is amid- 
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19 'Let us therefore follow after the things which make 
for peace, and things wherewith 'one may edify another. 

20 'For meat destroy not the work of God. "All things 
indeed are pure; * but it is evil for that man who eateth with 
offence. 

21 It is good neither to eat 'flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 


able —Is well-pleasing to God, and approved by men. Lange thinks 
the best among those who dissent arc chiefly meant; but it means 
men in general, who approve of the good actions of Christians, even 
if they do not imitate them. Matt. v. 10; Phil. ii. 15, 10; iv. 8; 1 
Pet. ii. 11-20. SoTlioluek. This is the opposite of the defamation, 
vcr. 10. Approved —As coin which has been assayed and pronounced 
“current money with the merchant.” Among the most depraved 
tribes may be found a judicial mind, which pronounces in favor of 
moral excellence. 

1!). Let ns therefore follmc —A iuku is frequently used by Paul both ill 
a good and in a bad sense. Horn. xii. 13, M; Iieb. xii. 14—to pursue 
earnestly. The thbnys which make fir peace, —Ascertain what course 
of conduct is likely to promote harmony, then pursue it. Hengcl: 
“Peace and edification are very closely connected. Theology is in 
itself pacific, and is designed to edify. Controversy i« not so di¬ 
rectly useful for edification, though it should sometimes be added. 
Nell. iv. 17.” So Wesley—who belter expresses it. One may edify 
another. —Mutual edification. This line word omoih/n/ (building) is 
often used metaphorically for improvement or advancement in re¬ 
ligion. llom. XV. 2; Kph. iv. 12, Hi, 29. 

limit! wo each the other ups 
Solid comfort, soitiod hope, 

Cuii.sijuit joy, and lasting pence. 

20. For meat destroy not— Do not for the sake of meat demolish— 
the contrast to edify, vcr. 19—“build up, not pull down.” The work 
of God. —Hengcl: “Which God accomplishes in the soul, by edition- 
lion, and in the Church by harmony.” Wesley improves*on that: 
“Which he builds in the soul bv faith, and in the Church by con¬ 
cord.” 1 Cor. iii. 9. All ihinys indeed are pure ; —(Sec on ver. 14.) 
hut it is evil for that man —It is had, criminal, in him who eats so as 
to cause his brother to stumble. The next verse shows that the* 
eater is the strong; man, who by his eating causes the weak to stum¬ 
ble. (See on vcr. 13.) Hut Chrysostom, Luther, Meyer, Lange, and 
others, refer the eating to the weak. Hloomfield says the words may 
be referred to the weak, but he refers them to the “advanced Chris¬ 
tian”—lie makes did — meta —occasioning an offense to him. 

21. It is yood —Noble, worthy— naAor f opposed to Amor, bad, worth- 
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any thing whereby thy brother stumblcth, or is offended, or 
is made weak. 

22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. 
d Happy is he that condenmeth not himself in that thing 
which he alloweth. 


less, ver. 20. Any thing —This supply of the ellipsis seems to mean 
not to drink any thin};; but it is best to supply “to do any thing.” 
fitumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. —Bcngel and Wesley place 
these three terms in contrast with “righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost,” which seems fanciful. Some consider the col¬ 
location a climax—others, an anticlimax. But the terms arc nearly 
or quite synonymous, and arc explanatory of each other, (See on 
ver. 13.) An early copyist, either considering them tin interpola¬ 
tion, or merely explanatory, or from honmotel., omitted the second 
and third words, which arc wanting in A, C, Sin. (tirst hand), Syr., 
Copt., jEth., and some Fathers. 

22. Hast thou faitht —Fritzsche thinks this requires a negative 
answer (which is not the case), hence he adopts the concessive con¬ 
struction. Alford hesitatingly adopts the rending of i'our uncials, 
“ the faith which thou hast.” lie says if the received text be taken, 
the interrogative rendering better suits the lively character of the 
address than the affirmative. Chrysostom hits the sense: “Here he 
seems to me to be giving a gentle warning to the Vanity of the more 
advanced. And what he says is nearly this, Dost thou'wish to show 
me that thou art perfect, and fully furnished? Do not show it to 
me, but let thy conscience suffice. And by faith lie here means that 
which concerned not with doctrines, but with the subject in hand; 
for of the former it says, With the nitiuth confession is made unto 
salvation; and, Whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny. For the former, by not being confessed, ruins us; and so does 
this by being confessed unseasonably.” Have it to lltyseJf before (Jod. — 
lie knows it—that is enough: he too is the object of all faith. Tho- 
luck suggests it denotes “ by thanksgiving.” Cf. ver. G. lldppy is he, 
—He is blessed whose conscience approves of all he does—provided 
he has used the means to get a rectilied conscience. Condemneth — 
Judges. Meyer: “Who does not hold judgment over himself-— 
who is so assured in his conviction that his decision to do this or 
that incurs ho self-judgment.” 2 Cor. i. 10. Allouelh. —The same 
word as in ver. 19 is rendered “approved;” but here it means 
allows, on competent proof. Olshausen here refers to an absurd in¬ 
terpolation in the Cambridge MS., and one or two others, of Luke 
vi. 4, which makes Jesus sanction Sabbath-breaking, if a man knows 
what he is doing!—“On the same day seeing one working on the 
Salihath, he said unto him, Man, if indeed thou knowest what thou 
doest, blessed art thou; but if thou knowest not, thou art cursed, 
and art a transgressor of the law.” 
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23 And he that || douhteth is damned if he eat, because 
he eatcth not of' faith: for 'whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 


D Or, discerncth and puttcth a difference be/u 


20. And he that doubteth— But he who doubts, if he eat, stands con¬ 
demned—which is what our translators meant by damned — Karasfspi¬ 
ral— not upivuv, rendered condemned in A. V, ver. 22. Every man 
is self-condemned who goes contrary to his conscience, whether it is 
right or wrong. Acts xxiv. 10; 1 John iii. 19-21. 


For —if, and whatsoever—a general statement, or axiom, yet refer¬ 
ring to the subject in hand. The Augustinian notion, that Paul 
here means to condemn all the actions of men who have not the 
Christian faith, is not to he received; nor is ITcb. xi. 6 exactly par¬ 
allel with this. Chrysostom: “When a person does not feel sure, 
nor believe that a thing is clean, how can lie do else than sin? Now 
all these things have been spoken by Paul of the subject in hand, not 
of cjku.v tiling.” Wesley: “Whatever a man does without a full 
persuasion of its lawfulness, it is sin to him.” The converse of this 
is not always correct, as a man’s conscience may be ill-directed, and 
so his actions he wrong. lie is not, of course, as guilty as one who 
sins against his conscience. Cf. Acts xxiii. 1; xxvi. 9; Phil. iii. 6; 
1 Tim. i. 13-16; John xvi. 2. The “weak” sin, if they use the lib¬ 
erty of the “strong;” hut the “strong” do not sin if, in condescension 
to the “weak,” they restrain their liberty, as did Paul himself when, 
as he says, “To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews; to them that arc under the law, as under the law, that I might 
gain them that are under the law; to them that are without law, as 
without law, that I might gain them that arc without law. To the 
weak became 1 as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 Cor. ix. 
20, 21, 22). Sec the instances in which he did this—Acts xvi. 3; 
xviii. 18; xxi. 26; 1 Cor. viii. 13. Observe, Paul shows clearly 
enough that he approved of the “strong,” being one of them him¬ 
self, and on proper occasions asserted his liberty, and even de¬ 
nounced the “weak” when by their asceticism and Juduizing course 
they were corrupting the simplicity of the gospel. How consistent 
was lie in his casuistry! 


CHAPTER XV. 

1 The strong must bear with the weak. 2 We may not please ourselves, 
3 for Christ did rwt so, 7 but receive one the other, as Christ did us all, 





V "E “ then that are strong ought to bear the 1 infirmities 
of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

2 c Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good 
) edification. 

3 'For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is 
itten, / The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell 


iV. —1. We then —This ought not to bo divided from the prcced- 
—be is continuative: Now we who are strong. Paul, as usual, 
ces himself with the strong—not only because he was such, but 
;ive greater effect to the counsel he gave them. To bear —Robin- 
: “To bear with, to endure”—but still the metaphor of carrying 
mrden is implied. Cf. Acts xv. 10; Gal. vi. 2, 5; Rev. ii. 2, 3. 
age: “ Forbearance.” The infirmities of the weak, —Those j ust spe¬ 
ed, and all others of a kindred character—not sins. Rev. #2, 3. 
9[v//fiara is cognate with that rendered “ weak ” in xiv. 1— abvva- 
(“ weak”) is the negative of that rendered “strong.” Not to please 
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4 For “whatsoever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and com¬ 
fort of the scriptures might have hope. 

5 ‘Now the God of patience and consolation grant you 
to bo like-minded one toward auother || according to Christ 

C That ye may ‘with one mind and one mouth glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


4. For whatsoever things— This remark justifies the citation, which 
primarily referred to David, and prepares for what follows. Were 
written aforetime, —'Every thing in the O. X. Learning, —Instruction. 
That we through patience —The principal MSS. repeat &a: that 
through the patience and through the comfort of the Scriptures, wo 
might have the hope—the patience and the comfort arising from the 
perusal of the Scriptures, excite desire and expectation of what God 
has promised to the faithful. Chrysostom: “That is, that we might 
not fall away (for there are sundry conflicts within and without), 
that being nerved and comforted by the Scriptures, we might ex¬ 
hibit patience, that by living in patience, wo might abide in hope. 
For these things arc productive of each other, patience of hope, and 
hope of patience, and both are produced bv the Scriptures.” (See on 
vcr. lit; v. 2,3,4; Col. i. 5, 23, 27; 1 Tliess". i. 3; 2Tltcss. ii. 16; IIeb. 
iii.ti; vi. 11, IS, el al.) 

5. -Voir the —The if is continuativc—the article should be retained: 
And may the God of the patience and of the comfort specified in vcr. 
4. God is so styled because lie is the Author of both. Like-minded 
—To be of the same mind one toward another. The reference is not 
to dogmatic sameness, however desirable that might lie. The whole 
scope of the teaching in these two chapters is this, that wo should 
have in essentials unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all tilings, 
charity. According to Christ Jesus: —According to the spirit, and 
precepts, and example, of Christ. Phil. ii. 1-5. 

(>. That ye mag— 1 That with one accord ye niay with one mouth— 
the same leeling impelling the same utterance—and that naturally 
a doxologv. We formulate the points in which we agree, rather 
than those in which we differ, in our songs of praise. God, even the 
Father —The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Father 
is the God of Christ in his mediatorial character—though be does 
not join himself with us in saying, “Onr God,” any more than in 
saying, “Our Father.” (See on John xx. 17; Eph. i. 17; IIeb. i. 
9.) W r . and W.: “lie who is both God and Father: God, defines his 
nature—Father, his person: sai (‘and’) connects together God and 
Father so as to carry on the force of the article from one to the 
other.” Sanderson, liloomlield, and others, defend the explicative 
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7 Wherefore ‘receive ye one another, 'as Christ also re¬ 
ceived us, to the glory of God. 

8 Now I say that “Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, "to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers: 

9 And ° that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; 
as it is written, 'For this cause I will confess to thee among 
the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 



7. Wherefore —Bloomfield: “Wherefore, in order to the carrying 
out of tile comprecatio of the last two versos—by neither party, Jew 
or Gentile, despising or censuring each other—receive one another, 
show consideration and kindness mutually, which will effectually 
promote the unity so indispensable to the well-being of the Church.” 
(See on xiv. 1.) As Christ alio —Christ received you of botli par¬ 
ties; surely if good enougli for him, you are good enough for each 
other. Us, —Authorities preponderate for “you,” as in Syr. and 
Vulg. To the glory of God. —Some refer this to “Christ received 
you;” but it seems to refer to their receiving one another. God is 
glorified when his grace produces such an effect. John xiii. 35; 
xvii. 20-23; 1 John i. 3. Both constructions yield a good sense, 
and both are favored by Lange and W. and W. ’ The context favors 
tlie latter; cf. vcr. 6,9.’ This is addressed to both parties, the strong 
and tlie weak, and generally Jews and Gentiles, of the union of 
whom in Christ he proceeds to speak. 

8. Now —Authorities arc nearly equal for yip (“for”)—which Al¬ 
ford edits: lie thinks it assigns a reason for the exhortation ver. 7. 
Bloomfield says Si was read by the Syriac translator, and has tlie 
continuative force of autem — but or now. Isay —This afti rmation was 
designed to show that the Christian dispensation was designed alike 
for Jew and Gentile. Jesus Christ —Some MSS. transpose the names 
—others omit “Jesus.” Was —Became a minister of circumcision. 
W. and \V.: “In his ministry belonged to the Jewish race, was sub¬ 
ject to their ordinances (Gal. iv. 4, 5), and exercised his ministry 
among them (Matt. xv. 24).” For the truth of God, —In behalf of 
God’s truth—to prove his faithfulness. 2b confirm —To fulfill tlie 
promises made to the patriarchs, concerning the salvation of Israel 
through the Messiah, who was to spring from them. John iv. 22, 
25; Acts ii. 40; iii. 13-26; xiii. 2G-41: Rom. i. 16; iv., el at. 

9. And that the Gentiles —And (I sav) the Gentiles might glorify 
God in behalf of mercy. God’s truth respected promises made to 
the Jews—his mercy is more ostensible in the case of the Gentiles, 
who were not within the covenant; yet this “mercy” was in the di¬ 
vine intention, as Paul has shown in this Epistle, and as lie proceeds 
to show. As it is written, —The quotation is verbatim from the LXX. 
of Ps. xvii. (xviii.) 49, except that Paul omits “Lord.” He applies 
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10 And again he saitli, * Rejoice, yc Gentiles, with his 
people. 

11 And again, r Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and 
land him, all ye people. 

12 And again Esaias saith,‘There shall be a root of 
Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in 
him shall the Gentiles trust. 

1 :> Now the God of hope fill you with all 'joy and peace 
in believing, that yc may abound in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Ghost. 



tullie Messiah, as did the old Jews, the language of David, who says 
he will celebrate his victories, to tile praise of the Lord, among liic 
heathen. (See on xiv. 11.) 

10. .lnd tiyiiiii he milk, —Sonic render, “it says,” or, “it is writ¬ 
ten”—some supply “the Scripture”—Macknight, “Moses”—who 
says it in Dent, xxxii. 43—verbatim front the LXX., which (lifters 
from the Ileh. Hut Lunge says, “According to the theocratic idea, 
rejoice In hi s peop/e, or rather, make his people rejoice, yc Gentiles, and 
rejoire with his people, amount to the same thing.” 

11. .lad ayaiv, —An exact quotation from the LXX. of Ps. cxvi. 
(cxvii.) 1. Iniud - So all the old versions, except Wvcliffe and 
Klieims, which have “magnify,” after the Vulg. It is a stronger 
word than praise. Rotherham: “Repeat his praises”—applaud, 
extol. Ally e people. —lleb. and Greek: “All the peoples” = Gen- 

12. And again Esaias saith ,— Verbatim from the LXX. of Isa. xi. 
10. The Ileh. differs considerably in form, though not in sense. 
There shall be a root of Jesse, —The root of Jesse, viz., his descendant 
through his son David—David’s Son and Lord. Of. Isa. xi. 1; liii. 
2; Rev. v. <>; xxii. 1 (i—where the root and oflspring of David is the 
same— pija, like the Ileh. shoresh, meaning a sprout, or shoot, from 
the root. Cf. Kcclus. xlvii. 22; 1 Mace. i. 10. Hence the shoot is 
the branch = the standard, ensign, around which men gather, and 
in which they confide, as the symbol of protection. Jesus was a 
lineal descendant of King David, Jesse’s son—so the heir of his 
throne. Tins sets forth his Messianic royalty, as recognized by the 
Gentiles. Trust. —Lit., “hope”—confide in him for salvation. 

12. Now —Af, continuative, has this force. The God of hope —The 
hope in question. A beautiful title, like “the God of peace”—he 
who originates and sustains this hope. It is not likely that Paul 
alludes to the Roman goddess Hope, whose temple was twice con¬ 
sumed. Fill, you with all joy and peace in believing, —Faith generates 
hope, and hope produces joy and peace. (See on xiv. 17.) That ye 
way abound in hope, —Sitpcrahound—be so tilled witli the hope of the 
gospel as to leave no room for any doubt, or fear, or misgiving. 
Through the power —Lit., in power of the Holy Spirit—the objective 
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14 And “I myself also am persuaded of you, my breth¬ 
ren, that ye also are full of goodness,'filled with all knowb 
edge, able also to admonish one another. 

15 Nevertheless, brethren, I liavo written the more boldly 
unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, "because of 
the grace that is given to me of God, 



basis of this experience, as faith is its subjective basis—the constant 
synergism of Christianity. This, and not a barren formalism, or a 
mechanical “concord,” or a tame submission to usurped authority 
over the conscience, is the ground of harmony' and union, and the 
certain safeguard against bigotry and schism. 1 Cor. i. 10. 

14. And I myself— Paul now makes a kind of apology to the Ro¬ 
mans for addressing them so freely, without having a personal ac¬ 
quaintance with them: But, notwithstanding what I have written in 
the way of instruction and admonition—even I myself, who have no 
personal acquaintance with you, am persuaded, my brethren—the 
tender compellation gives effect to his address—concerning you— 
intimating that though he had never seen them, he knew of them 
—that ye yonrselvcs also are full of goodness ,—The Vulg., Wyeliffe, 
Rhcims, after F, have "love”—perhaps a gloss. 'hyaSuoimi occurs 
in Cal. v. 22; Eph. v. D; 2 Thess. i. 11, and seems to denote a kindly 
disposition, with which the apostle accredits them—though there 
may have been some among them who were not conspicuous for this 
virtue. Chrysostom includes all virtue. Filled —Better vary the 
rendering, as the word is different front the former. Rheiins: “Re¬ 
plenished with all knowledge.” Able also —Chrysostom: "Not to 
learn only, but also to teach.” He intimates that if they were to 
use their capacities, tliev would not need his casuistry to guide 
them. 1 Thess. v. 1, 2, 11. 

15. Nevertheless, —Though yon are able to admonish one another 
(ver. 14). Brethren, —Some MSS. omit this, but it is probably gen¬ 
uine. I hare written —Wyclifle alone of the old English translators 
renders as the historical aorist: “I wroot to veil aparti.” It is the 
epistolary aorist—as in Cal. vi. 11. The more boldly—Winer : “ More 
strongly than from your Christian progress (ver. 14) might be neres- 
sary.” ‘ In some sort, —Wesley: “In some respect.” Robinson: “In 
part, partly, in some degree, 2 Cor. i. 14; ii. 5; Rom. xi. 25; xv. 15, 
24; Died. Sic. xiii. 108.” lie does not refer to parts of the Epistle 
(Alford and others), nor to the Jewish part of the Roman Church 
(Whitby), but to the subject-matter of the Epistle: <]. (I., I have been 
somewhat free in my admonitions. As ‘putting you in mind, —As 
farther reminding you. Chrysostom notes the gentleness and deli¬ 
cacy of this address: “He uses a word which means putting yon in 
mind in a quiet way.” Because of the grace —By the knowledge and 
authority with which he was divinely endowed in the apostolic com¬ 
mission—not his own personal authority. (See on xii. 3.) 
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16 That *1 should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the || “offering 
up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost. 




l(i. Tif t /should be the minister —A minister— hei-oupyov —a public 
servant, xiii. 0. Robinson: “A minister of Christ, of the gospel.” 
To the Gentiles, —Alford: “In reference to the Gentiles”: ef. xi. 13. 
Ministering the gospel of God, —Robinson: “Ministering as a priest 
in respect to the gospel”—which is what Alford means by “in the 
gospel ”—the gospel, as he says, is not the sacrifice, but signifies that 
in behoof of which the ministering takes place. That the offering up 
of the. Gentiles — Jlpoago/ia means an oblation, and seems to be here put 
in apposition with the Gentiles —they themselves arc meant, not 
their offerings. Wesley: “As living sacrifices.” (See on xii. 1.) 
Maeknight: “Uy representing the converted Gentiles as a most ac¬ 
ceptable ollbring to God, the apostle alluded to Isa. lxvi. 20, ‘They 
shall bring all your brethren for an offering to the Lord, out of ail 
nations.’ Rut this ottering was not a sin-offering, but a free-will 
offering; for the apostle nowhere speaks of his offering sin-offer¬ 
ings.” So lie never is called a priest. The figurative allusion to 
sacrificing here gives no countenance to sacerdotalism. Might be ac¬ 
ceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. —In allusion, perhaps, to 
the washing and salting of clean victims for sacrifice. Here the 
offering was prepared for the altar hv the Holy Spirit. Ps. ex. 3. 
Chrysostom: “Now no one will find fault with a priest for being 
anxious to offer the sacrifice without blemish. And he says this at 
once to elevate their thoughts, and show them that they are a sacri¬ 
fice, and in apology for his own part in the matter, because he was 
appointed to this office. For my knife, he says, is the gospel, the 
word of the preaching—that the souls of those taught by me may be 
accepted. For it is not wood and fire, nor altar and knife, but the 
Spirit that is in all of us.” W. and W., however, make it “the offer¬ 
ing presented by the Gentiles.” Yet they say: “As the sacrifices 
under the law were purified by water, so we are made fit for the 
service of God by devoting ourselves in the Iloly' Ghost as the cle¬ 
ment of our spiritual life. It is not the office of the Christian min¬ 
ister to offer a propitiatory sacrifice unto God, but by the influence of 
the Holy Ghost to bring men to offer themselves a living sacrifice. 
Si. Paul no more calls himself a priest, in the strict sense of the 
term,.than he calls the offering of the heathen an oblation in the 
sacrificial sense of -jmniioph. Phil. ii. 17.” Alford: “The language 
is evidently figurative, and can by no possibility be taken as a sanc¬ 
tion for any view of the Christian minister as a sacrificing priest, oth¬ 
erwise than according to that figure —viz., that he oilers to God the 
acceptable sacrifice of those who by his means believe in Christ." 
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17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus 
Christ, ‘in those things which pertain to God. 

18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things 
•which Christ hath not wrought by me, ‘‘to make the Gen¬ 
tiles obedient, by word and deed, 

19 'Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of 


Tomson’s Beza (1500): “Tile Gentiles themselves, whom lie offered 
to God as a sacrifice.” 

17. I hare therefore —In view of my ministry, ver. 15,16. Whereof 
I mau glory —Ground for exultation. Some MSS. have the article, 
which Alford construes, “my boasting,” which makes a Rood sense. 
Kni'X'/oir means exultation. (See on v. 2, 3.) Through Jesus Christ, 
—In his relation to Christ, and subserviency to him—no vain ego¬ 
tism. In those things —As to matters relating to God—things per¬ 
taining to his divinely-appointed ministry. Cf. Gal. vi. 14, where 
he uses the cognate verb, rendered "glory." 

18. For Iu-ill not dare —In my exultation I will not be bold— roh. 
/il/au is an echo of ver. 13. To speak —To speak any thing of what 
Christ did not work through me—dative of instrument. W. and 
IV.: “ lie alone by me alone.” 2i) make the Gentiles obedient, —Unto 
obedience of Gentiles—anarthrous, as referring to Gentiles visited in 
this tour—not here to the Gentile world: cf. xvi. 20. By word and 
deed,— By preaching and miracles. Olshausen says “the ordinary 
operation of grace”—he distinguishes this from the extraordinary 

11). Through mighty signs—In power of signs and wonders—that is, 
in the exercise of miracle-working power: omapetf, in plural, is one 
of the three words for miracles— or/peiov, a miraculous sign, and re/me, 
a miraculous prodigy, are of frequent occurrence. (See on Acts ii. 
22; lleb. ii. 4.) By the power of the Spirit of God; —In the Spirit’s 
power—exegetic.nl of signs and wonders—as they arc wrought in the 
exercise of the miracle-working power of the Holy Spirit. W. and 
W., after Terrot, refer the signs and wonders to “deed,” and the 
Spirit's power to “word,” ver. 18—with no good reason. External 
authority is about equally divided between “Holv Spirit” and 
“Spirit of God”—while the Vatican has neither “holy” nor “of 
God”—both of which may be glosses received into the MSS. which 
have them. Paul often alludes to his miraculous endowments, but 
only with regard to their utility, as here: he was no vain thauma- 
turgist, like Simon Magus. Acts viii. So that from Jerusalem, — 
Then the eastern boundary of his journeying—the terminus a quo. 
find round about —Lit., “and in a circle,” which may mean, “anil in 
a circuit as far as Illyricum;” or, joined with Jerusalem, it may 
mean neighboring places. Tholnck specifies Arabia, Gal. i. 17. 
Alford savs doubtfully, “perhaps Arabia.” Others embrace Svria 
and Cilicia. A. V. follows Tomson’s Beza, Tyndalc, Cranmcr.Gc- 
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the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about 
unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, / lest I should build upon another man’s 
foundation: 


neva, “from Jerusalem and the coasts round about unto Illyricum;” 
Wycliflc, “fro lerusalcm hi cum pas to the il lor i k see.” Unto Ilhjri- 

does not imply that he preached in illyricum, though he may have 
done so when'he was laboring ill Macedonia. Acts xx. 1-8. Illvri- 
est of Macedonia, on the eastern shore of the Adri- 


iulf, noi 
i still di 


i of Kpirus—in 


is Palm; 


,12 Tim 


of the 


And 


through the direct high-road, hut -that you should run over the 
whole, even the southern part of Asia in your mind. And as he ran 
over miracles thick as snow, in a single word, by saving, ‘through 
mighty signs and wonders, 1 so he has comprehended again endless 
cities, and nations, and peoples, and places, in this one word ‘round 
about.’ l'or he was far removed from all boasting." The Golden- 
mouth boasted for him! 

20. 1Y\ so have I striv&l — ‘bt/.ortiiinunt means to love honor—hence 
some render, “ Hut thus am I ambitions”—a word which hardly bo¬ 
lus the mouth of Paul. The Vulgate, Rulinus, and Pclagius, omit 
the word, iitiding it diliicult to translate it. Alford thinks the word, 


as used by Paul, seems to lose its primary meaning, “ making a point 
of honor.” W. and YY. render well: “ Yet so aspiring, making it a 
point of honor.” Not where Christ was named ,—That is, where lie 
hail been previously preached—the connection seems to give it this 
sense—though others render “professed”—“named as Master and. 
Lord, 2 Tim. ii. 19—where any bore the title of Christians.” Rob¬ 
inson combines both: “To be mentioned, heard of, known—where 
Christ is already known and professed.” Lest I shoul£ build —lie 
pursued this course that he might not carry on the work which 
others had begun, while there were so many places where the gos¬ 
pel had never been preached. It was the special work of the apos¬ 
tles to lav the foundations of the Church in all parts of the world, 
leaving others to build on them. 2 Cor. x. 13-16. This did not, of 
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21 But ns it is written, 'To whom he wits not spoken of, 
they shall see: ami they that have not heard shall under* 

22 For which cause also *1 have, been ||inuch hindered 
from coming to you. 

23 But now having no more place in these pnrts, and 
'having a great desire these many years to come unto you ; 

24 Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come 
to you: for I trust to see you in my journey, ‘and to be 
brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be some¬ 
what filled f with your company. 

course, preclude their laboring among the Churches anywhere whoa 

21. It"! It* it is written, —Tn Isa. lii. lli—verbatim from the I.XX.: 
“Thov to whom nothing was told concerning him shall sec, and they 
who have not heard shall understand." 

22. For which muse—On account of haring to visit so many new 
places, [have been much hinrlered —The better rendering seems to he, 
these many times, or frequently—™ -n/.hi. So Chrysostom: “He 
makes the end of the like texture with the introduction. For while 
lie was at the beginning of the Epistle (i. 13) he said, Oftentimes I 
purposed to come nnto you, but was hindered hitherto. But here ho 
gives the cause also by which lie was hindered, and that not once, 

23. lint now haring no more place in these parts, —There was no more 
unoccupied ground'in those regions, which he could reach, for the 
exercise of his peculiar apostolic ministrr. 

24. irAnuomr / take my journey into Spain,— Whenever I might 
be journeying to Spain—a visit which he may or mav not have made 
—history'is silent. W. and W.: “Be well assured that if ever I 
travel.” / will come to you.—Many MSS., versions, and Fathers, 
omit this clause—and some omit the following "for." Thus Chrys¬ 
ostom: “Whensoever I take niv journey into Spain, I trust to see you 
in my journey.” Some omit the clause, but retain the yap (“for”). 
Some suggest that when the interpolated clause was inserted, this 
was inserted to make sense; but when the clause was canceled, the 
yap was overlooked. De Wette and Tischendorf retain both it and 
the clause; so do Conybeare and Howson, though they think it an 
interpolation, but one which docs not aflcct the sense. For I trust — 
For I hopgjgoing through to sec you. He would naturally take 
Rome on his route. And to be brought on my way thitherward by you, 
—It was customary for the Churches to “welcome the coming and 
speed the parting guest” — especially an apostle. 1 Cor. xvi. 6. 
“By you,” not “from yon," as in some copies, is probably correct. 
If first I be somewhat filled with your company.—Macknight hits the 
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2") But now 'I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the 

2(i For “ it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Aehaia 
to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are 

27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they 
are. For "if the Gentiles have been made partakers of 



sense: “We have lliis expression, Susannah 53—‘that they might 
he Tilled with her beauty ’—to have great satisfaetion in the enjoy¬ 
ment of it. JSv adding in some, measure, the apostle insinuated that 
his desire of their company was so great that the few days lie was to 
remain with them would satisfy it only in part.” Chrysostom: “No 
length of time can fill me, or create in me a satiety of your love.” 
llcngcl: “lie intimates that he will not he so long at liome as he 
wishes"—but the next remark is here out of plats:: “or else that it 
is ( hrist, not believers, with whom believers may lie perfectly filled.” 

2 V lint now I <jo —The present tense expresses that which is deter¬ 
mined on and imminent, lie could neither go on another tour in 
11 recce, nor to Spain, at that lime, as the wants of the destitute in 
Jerusalem were emergent. Cf. Acts xix.21; xxiv. 17; 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 
Tlie Christians at Jerusalem were reduced to great straits by perse¬ 
cutions and famines (Acts viii.; xi.; xii.), so that they greatly needed 
help, l’anl availed himself of the occasion to promote good fellow¬ 
ship between Jewish and Gentile believers, which lie could do with 
a good grace, living a .Jew, and yet (he a|Kistle of tiro Gentiles. 

*JI>. For it hnth pleased them—hit., “For Macedonia and Aehaia 
were pleased to make some contribution.” So we say, America 
helped the Irish in their famine—meaning, of course, some of the 
jieople of America: so hero many of the Christians of these prov¬ 
inces are meant. Macedonia was north of Greece proper—Philippi 
living the “chief city.” (See on Acts xvi. 9-12.) The liberality of 
the l’liilippians in this contribution is eulogized in 2 Cor. viii.; ix. 
Aehaia was south of Macedonia. Corinth was its capital. When 
Augustus divided the whole country into two proconsular provinces, 
lie [nit Macedonia proper, with Jllyricum, Thessaly, and Epirus, into 
Macedonia, and all south into Aehaia—which is the country always 
meant by Aehaia in N. T.—not the whole of Greece, as in the poets. 
(See on Acts xviii. 12, 27.) In 2 Cor. ix. 2, Paul says that Aehaia 
look part in this contribution. A certain contribution- — Krnvmna, com¬ 
munion, communication—some contribution. The language does 
not imply that it was small—it was probably considerable. 

27. It hath pleased them verily; —For they were pleased. The yap 
(“for”) introduces the emphatic re|ictition—they thought good to 
do so. And their debtors they are. —That is, they ought to aid them. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers —The verb is cognate with 
that rendered “contribution,” vcr. 20. This reciprocation is an ex- 
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their spiritual things, “their duty is also to minister unto 
them in carnal things. 

28 When therefore I have performed this, and lmvo 
sealed to them r this fruit, I will come l>y you into Spain. 

2!) “And I am sure that when I come unto you, I shall 
come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

:>0 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, and ' for the love of the Spirit, “that ye strive 
together with me in your prayers to God for me; 


^'ol Cor. 'J. It i Gal. IS. 0.— p Pllil. 4. IT.—{ell. 1. II.—r Pllil. 2. 1.—*S Cor. 1.11; 

presxion of the rimiiiiiinion of sain Is. Hctigcl well says, “An honor- 
ahle term, nml justly applied;” hut it was needless for him to mid, 
“lienee the community hud already ended at Jerusalem.” They 
never laid it, except to some extent i'orlhe special pcntccuslal occa¬ 
sion. Their spiritual titiitys ,—The gospel conveyed to them by mis¬ 
sionaries who were Jews—Jesus himself bcinga Jew. I'f.ver. 8, i); 
John iv. To minister —To render peeuniarv assistance. Af'/rm, - 
m: so a«o>iyi)dr is used Pllil. ii. 23, and /.r/fmyi)in Phil. ii. 30; 2 
t or. i.\. 12 (where it refers to this very easel. Chrysostom, whose 
analysis of this passage is excellent, suggests that this was a delicate 
way of inciting the Homans to imitate the Urecks in this benevo¬ 
lence. 

28. When therefore —This, then, accomplished. Sealed —Making 
sure, delivering over, safely and faithfully. This fruit, —Outcome of 
(ientile benevolence. I trill come by you —I will pass through Home, 
on my way to 8pain. 

20. And / am sure —And I know. That when frame —Coming, [ 
shall come—a Hebraism. In the fulness of the blessing —The nouns 
are anarthrous, the first, in Hebrew style, being used as an adjective 
—in full blessing of the gospel. Many MSS. and versions omit “of 
the gospel,” but it is in the Syriac and Vulgate versions. Chrysos¬ 
tom Kiya, "As lie has here added of the gospel, on this ground we 
assert that he speaks not of money only, but of all other things”— 
yet he singularly adds, “As if he Inul said, I know that when I 
come I shall find you with the honor and freshness of all good deeds 
about you, nnd worthy of countless praises in thegos|iel—forestall¬ 
ing their attention by encomiums.” Hut it means, says Alford,“that 
fullness of apostolic grare which he was persuaded he should impart 
to them.” Macknight refers it to a miraculous charism; but sec on 
Horn. i. 11. 

30. AW—Af, "hut”—suggesting a necessity nrising out of what 
follows: Hut I entreat von. Brethren, —Pmbnbly genuine, though 
wnitting ill the Vatican. For the Istrrl Jesus Christ's sake, —By our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit—the love which 
the Holy Spirit inspires. This is an adjuration. 1 Cor. i. 10; Phil, 
ii. 1; Col. i. 8. That ye strive together with me —Lit., Agonize together, 
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fi 1 ' That I may be delivered from them that || do not be- 
licvc in Judea; and that “my service which I have for Jeru¬ 
salem, may be accepted of the saints; 

•/;> 'That I may come unto you with joy 'by the will of 
Guil, and may with you *be refreshed. 

111! Now “the God of peace be with you all. Anion. 



nr iii company—as in tlio gymnasium, or on the arena. Of. Col. iv. 
12. He wanted the aid of ilieir prayers: so in every Epistle to the 
Chinches, except the fallen Churches of Galatia. Doubtless the 
other apostles asked the brethren to pray for them, though this is 

111. Thai I may he delivered from them that do not belieee in Judea ;— 
I'roiu the contumacious in Judea. Some think lie refers to “the 
Christiau brethren of Jewish extraction;" but though some of them 
harbored prejudices against Paul, as the Apostle of the Gentiles, yet 
it is more likely that he here refers to the unconverted Jews. Their 
rontiimaey made them specially adverse to Paul. Acts xx. 22-24; 
xxi.; xxii. And that my ucrvicc —And that my ministration for Je¬ 
rusalem may be acceptable to the saints. The Christian Jews were 
afraid of those who rejected Jesus, because they persecuted them, 
and they were so far under this influence, and of their own linger¬ 
ing prejudice against Gentiles, that they might be disposed to reject 
their contribution, much as it was needed. What a touch of human 
nature is this! 

32. That / may —So that in jov I may come to yon bv God’s will, 
lie could enjoy the society of the Roman brethren after his success¬ 
ful mission to Jerusalem; and they would be refreshed, or solaced, by 
his visit, us well as himself. 

33. Now the God of peace —A frequent formula in benedictions. 
Rom. xvi. 20; Phil.iv.O; 1 Thess. v. 23; 2 Thess. iii. 16; Ileb. xiii. 
20. It implies that God is “the author of peace”—in the wider He¬ 
brew sense of all spiritual blessings; but here, and generally in N 
T., it denotes that tranquillitv which results from the reconciling 
influence of divine grace; lienee it is called “the peace of God,” and 
is found in the benediction with which Paul opens this Epistle, and 
indeed every Epistle, except that to the Hebrews. So Peter, 2 and 
3 John, Jude, and Revelation. Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 33; 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

3 Paul willeth the brethren to greet many, 17 and advieeth them lo lake 
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heed of those which rouse dissension and offences, 21 and, after sundry 
aid illations, endeth with praise and thanks to God. 

I COMMEND unto you Phebc our sister, which is a serv¬ 
ant of the church which is at “Cenchrea: 

2 ‘That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, 
and that ye assist tier in whatsoever business she hath need 
of you: for she hath been a succourcr of many, and of my¬ 
self also. 

3 Greet ‘Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus: 


oArts 18. 18.—tl’llil. 2. 29; 3 John ft. (!.— cActs 18. 2, 18, 20; 2 Tim. 4. 19. 


XVI.—1. I commend —A. V. ignores the dr, “moreover,” which 
marks a continuation of the discourse, changing the topic. Letters 
ol introduction were common among the early Christians. Acta 
xviii. 27; 2 Cor. iii. 1. Pliebe seems to have been the bearer of the 
Epistle. Our sister, —The common compcllution of female members 
of the Church. Which is a serranl —This is liable to be misconstrued 
as denoting a menial. Lit., “being a deacon.’’ The peculiar do¬ 
mestic life of the Orientals makes deaconesses necessary to visit and 
relieve women. Chrysostom: “It i* no slight thing to be called the 
sister of Paul; moreover, lie lias added her rank, by mentioning her 
being deaconess.” Cenchrea: —The eastern port of Corinth, about 
eight or nine miles from the city. Acts xviii. 18. 

2. That ye receive, her in the. Lord, —Entertain her for the Lord’s 
sake—as a disciple. Matt. x. 41, 42; ltom. xiv. 3; Phil. ii. 29. As 
heroine!h saints, —In a manner worthy of the saints. The early Chris¬ 
tians were proverbial for hospitality. And that ye assist her in what¬ 
soever business she hath need of you: —It is hardly to be supposed that 
she had any legal business to transact, though pragma is some¬ 
times used in a judicial sense. 1 Cor. vi. 1. W. and \V.: “Private 
business, doubtless, of a domestic nature, or relating to property.” 
Chrysostom: “ Not in whatsoever businesses she may be, but in such 
as siie may ask of you; but she will ask in such things as lie in your 
power.” Saecourer —Assistant, as in the preceding clause—for also 
she herself—indicating service as of a superior to inferiors. Paul 
records his indebtedness to her hospitality and kindness, ns in the 
case of Lydia. Acts xvi. 

3. Greet —.Salute—imperative, without any special direction to any 
to bear the salutation— q. d., “Give my love” -“God bless”—it is 
more energetic than the indicative. Priscilla —The proper reading 
is Prisca, as in 2 Tim. iv. 19. The diminutive “Priscilla” is found 
in Acts xviii. 2, 18, 26; 1 Cor. xvi. 19, where there is an account of 
this woman and iicr husband. My helpers in Christ Jesus: —My fel¬ 
low-workers in the cause of Christ. Prisca could labor in the same 
way in which Zenana women now labor in the East, visiting families 
which cannot be reached hymen, reading the Bible, catechising, re¬ 
lieving the sick, etc. Phil', iv. 3. 
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4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of 
the Gentiles. 

5 Likewise greet ''the church that is in their house. Sa¬ 
lute my well-beloved Epenctus, who is 'the first-fruits of 
Achaia unto Christ. 

(i Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 

7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my 


neck put under— ..... . 
lives In save the life of the 
Corinth (Acts xviii.), 


iDstle. This 


re thanks, but also nil the rliiirehes nf the (! 
gratitude to their saving of Paul’s life; other: 
ostom, to “their hospitality mill pecuniary 
emhraec all? llengcl makes a beautiful re 
to thank Atpiila ami Priseilla, or shall do so 
Paul’s life. Paul puts Priscilla first in tli 
three. Conybcarc and llowson refer to t 
women evinced in this chapter, silencing 
charged him with speaking and feeling ci 


Cm 


o their labors; Clirvs- 
isistanee.” W’liv not 
irk: “We still might 
ercafter”—for saving 
c places, and Aquila 
eonrtesv of Paul to 
German' infidel, who 


5. Likewise greet —This should be joined with ver- 3, 4: and the 
Church at their house. Chrysostom: "I'or they had been so esti¬ 
mable as even to make their house a church, both by making all in 
it believers, and because they opened it to all strangers." 1 Cor. 
xvi. 10; Philemon 1. ICpenetus, —None of these names, to ver. Hi, 
elsewhere occur, except perhaps'Kufns. The Jirnt-friiitH —A first-fruit 
of Asia: the first convert in Asia—that is, proconsular Asia. Some 
copies read Actinia; but the house of Stephanas was the first-fruit 
of Achaia. 1 Cor. xvi. 15. Here is an echo of Item. xv. 10 — as 
the first-fruit was oflered to God. 

0. (/reef Mary, —Salute Mary, who toiled much for us—probably 
in attending to the wants of Paul and his friends. The various 
reading “you" for “us” has good support; but why should Paul 
tell then) to salute her for serving them? 

7. Junia, — Probably wife of Andronicus; but the nominative may 
be Junianus—masculine. It seems like “Julia,” ver. 15. My kins¬ 
men, —lie docs not seem to mean in the national sense (Rom. ix. 3), 
but personal—cf. ver. 11—his relatives, family connections. Wyclifle, 
Tyndale, Cranmcr, Geneva, Klicims, “cousins.” Fellote-prisoners, — 
Paul was often imprisoned, and his friends would naturally bo some¬ 
times imprisoned with him. The word means literally fellmv-eap- 
tives—captured in war. Who are of note among the apostles, -- Some say 
Junias was a man, and he and Andronicus were apostles, and distin¬ 
guished ones too—like Peter and Paul I Yet they arc never heard 
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fellow-prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who 
also ■'were in Christ before me._ 


_ yc»i-1- a __ 

of before or since! Others, that they were distinguished apostles in 
the sense of messengers, as John xiii. 1G; 2 Cor. viii. 23; Phil. ii. 25. 
This seems to he Chrysostom’s view; for lie certainly would not put 
a woman, as he considered Junia, in the Apostolical College, with 
the Twelve I He says: “To be apostles at all, is a great thing; blit 
to be even among those of note, just consider what a great encomium 
this is! But they were of note, owing to their works, to their 
achievements. O how great is the devotion of this woman, that 
she should he even counted worthy of the appellation of npostlc!” 
Barnes: “This does not mean that they were apostles; for (1) there 
is no account of their having been appointed as such. (2) The ex¬ 
pression is not one which would have been used if they had been: 
it would have been, ‘who were distinguished apostles.’ Comp. Bom. 
i. 1; 1 Cor. i. 1; 2 Cor. i. 1; Phil. i. 1. (3) It by no means implies 
that they were apostles. All that the expression fairly implies is, 
that they were known to the other apostles; that they were regarded 
bv them" as worthy of affection and confidence; that they had been 
known by them, as Paul immediately adds, before he was himself 
converted. They had been converted before he was; were distin¬ 
guished in Jerusalem among the early Christians, and were honored 
with the friendship of the other apostles. (4) The design of the 
office of apostles was to bear witness to the life, death, resurrection, 
doctrines, and miracles of Christ. As there is no evidence that they 
had been witnesses of these things, it is improbable that they were 
set apart to the apostolic office. (5) The word apostles is used some¬ 
times to designate messengers of Churches, or those who were sent 
front one Church to another on some important business; and if this 
expression meant that they were apostles, it would only be ill some 
such sense as having obtained deserved credit and eminence in that 
business. See Phil. ii. 25; 2 C’or. viii. 23.” Lange: "According to 
Acts xxiii. 16, the apostle had a nephew in Jerusalem, who took a 
deep interest in his cause, and as it is said of Andronicus and Junia, 
or Junias, that they were before him in Christ—that is, were be¬ 
lievers—so it is natural to make a family from the names of An¬ 
dronicus, Junias, or better, Junia, and Herodion, and to suppose 
that these, as the early converted kinsmen of Paul, had already 
made an impression in Jerusalem upon the unconverted Paul, and, 
after his conversion, had taken an interest in him in his captivity. 
Then these were specially adapted, like Aquila and- Priscilla, to 
prepare the way for him in Rome. This would also give a simple 
explanation to among the apostles: they were highly respected as be¬ 
lievers among the apostles in Jerusalem.” Mevcr: “Distinguished 
—that is, honorably known to the apostles.” So Beza, Grotius, De 
Wette, Fritzsche, Philippi, and mast critics—including the high An¬ 
glican Wordsworth. It is a rich thought of Alford, that they were 
noted apostles, when they needed “ this certification front Paul ”—as 
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8 Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord. 

9 Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stacliys my 
beloved. 

10 Salute Apelles approved in Christ. Salute them 
which are of Aristohulus’ || household. 

11 Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them'that bo 
of the || household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord. 

12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the 

Lord. Salute the beloved Persia, which laboured much in 
the Lord.____ 

|| Or, frienils. —II Or, friends. _ 

Riddle suggests. Alford thinks Paul had less intercourse with the 
other apostles than we suppose! The notion that they were apostles 
of the prelatical episcopal type—diocesan bishops—shows to what 
absurd lengths partisanship may go! Were in Christ before me—Be¬ 
came Christians before Paul was converted. 

8. Am pi ins —Short for Ampliaton. In the Lord.— Alford: In the 
bonds of Christian fellowship.” , , „ 

<). Urbane, —The revisers of A. V. neglected the canceling of the 
final e, the old stvle of printing. Urbanus is the name—if abridged, 
it is simply Urban—two syllables. Our helper in Christ,— Our fellow- 
worker in the bonds of Christian fellowship, as ver. 8—of course, “in 
the work of Christ” (Alford), but the other seems to be the meaning. 

10. Apelles— Not Apollos (Origcn and others). Approved in Christ. 
—Chrvsostom says this “includes the whole list of virtues.” It im¬ 
plies that he had been tested, and found steadfast in his devotion to 
Christ. Alford: “By trial in the work of Christ.” Household.- 
This word, supplying the ellipsis here and in ver. 11, may embrace 
wife, children, and servants: it does not necessarily embrace Ans- 
tobulus or Narcissus. In a similar passage (Phil. iv. 2*2) oikia is 
used: “They of Osar’s household”—meaning, probably, his serv¬ 
ants. (X 1 Cor. xvi. 15. Of course, “in the Lord” is implied here, 
as in ver. 11. Aristohulus was probably a great-grandson of Herod 

11. Herodion —A name derived from Herod—another of Paul’s 
“cousins” as Wvclifle again renders the word. It is likely he was 
originally of Jerusalem—sec on ver. 7. llippolytus says he became 
Bishop of Tarsus—of course, Paul’s birthplace—was this a case oi 
apostolic nepotism? Others say he was Bishop of Patra! 'W orth¬ 
less traditions. Narcissus, —Some identify him with the favorite of 
Claudius; but he was put to death by Nero, before this Epistle was 
written. Olliers make him Nero’s favorite, who was put to death by 
(Jalha. Some of his slaves or freedmen were Christians. 

1*2. Tryphena and Tryphosa ,—Two zealous women. Who labour 
Present tense. Perhaps Paul had just heard of their laboring. (See 
on ver. (5.) The beloved Pent*,— Persia the beloved. Persia is the 
fommlne of Ptrsikos (Persian). 
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13 Salute Rufus * chosen in the Lord, and his mother and 

14 Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hernias, Patrobus, Her¬ 
mes, and the brethren which are with them. 

15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nercus, and his sister, 
and Olympus, and all the saints which are with them. 

16 ‘Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches 
of Christ salute you. 

17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 'which 


9 1 John 1.—A1^ Cor. 10.20; 2 Cor. 13.12; 1 These. 0.20; l Pot. o. 14,-i Acts 15. 


13. Rufus —Supposed to be the son of Simon, who bore the Sav¬ 
iour’s cross. (See on Mark xv. 21.) Chosen in the Lord — Whitby: 
“One of groat excellency in Christianity, as wc say, a choice man; 
so the word often signifies.” Alford rejects this, and says, “one of 
the elect of the Lord”—which means the same, unless he wishes to 
insinuate “a sense unknown to our apostle.” \V, and W.: “That 
chosen one in Christ—in the sense of choice, picked—that approved 
one (10).” And his mother and mine ,—His by nature, mine by moth¬ 
erly regards. Compare Terence, Adelphi, 1. 2, 46; Naturu tu illi 
pater es consilius ego. Cf. John xix. 27. It is a pleasing fancy that 
raid was entertained at Jerusalem in the house of Simon, who bore 
the cross of Christ, as Paul did afterward in another sense. 

14. Hernias,— Origen and others absurdly suppose that this was 
the author of “The Shepherd”which appears to have originated in 
the second century, 

15. Julia, —Probably the wife of Philologus. All the saints which 
are with them.— Probably the Christians who associated with them in 
social worship: so ver. 14. 

16. An holy kiss. —Paul recommends this in 1 Cor. xvi. 20; 2 Cor. 
xiii. 12; 1 Thess. v. 26. So Peter, 1 Pet. v. 14. Bengel thinks Taul 
meant that they should thus salute one another in his name—as we 
say, “Kiss for me.” This is not likely, as the kiss was customary. 
He notes that in Paul’s later Epistles it is not ordered, having per 
haps been abused. But this is not likely. It is an Oriental custom, 
long retained—the osmium pacts of Tertullian, given after prayer, 
anil especially at the Lord’s Supper. It is still in vogue in the East. 
Cf. Luke vii. 45. It is likely that all the Churches which knew of 
Paul’s intention to write this Epistle sent their love—as we say. 
Some MSS. omit “all”—as A. V. If Peter was at that time Pope 
of Rome, as papists say, it is strange that Paul did not finish these 
salutations by saying, “Above all, I and all the Churches salute Ilis 
Holiness, Peter the Pope!” But neither in his Epistle to Rome, 
nor in his Epistles from Rome at a later date, does lie mention Pe¬ 
ter’s name—and for a good reason—he was not there! 

17. Now I beseech you, —A similar exhortation is found in 1 Cor. i. 
10. Mark them —Keep your eves on them, to avoid them. Which 
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cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned ; and ‘avoid them. 

18 For they that aro such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but 'their own belly; and "by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

19 For "your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I 
am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have 
you ° wise unto that which is good, and || simple concerning 
evil. 



muse divisions and offences, —The divisions and the offenses, or stum¬ 
bling-blocks—such as were then among them. (See on xiv. 13-23.) 
There seems to be no distinction intended between doctrinal and 
ethical matters. Divisions made parties—offenses caused apostasies. 
Contrary to the doctrine —Beside, inconsistent with, the teaching which 
yon learned (aorist)—viz., when they were converted. Bengel: “To 
have learned once is binding. 1 Cor, xv. 1, etc.” And avoid them.— 
Turn away from them. This doos not refer to excommunication. 
2 Thcss. iii. 6. 

18. Jesus —Some MSS. omit Jesus—most of the uncials and Vul¬ 
gate. Rheims: “Christ our Lord.” Their own Icily;—Expressive of 
selfishness and sensuality. Acts xx. 29; Phil. iii. 19; 1 Thcss. ii. .1, 
Chrysostom refers this to the Jews, alluding to Titus i. 12. Good 
words — Xfji/oTnSM'/ini ;—good-natured discourse. Like the Emperor 
Pertinax and Charles II., they talked well, but acted ill. Fair 
speeches —EeAoymj-—good speaking. These words arc nearly synon¬ 
ymous. Some MSS. omit the latter. Bengel says of the former; 
“Promised, of themselves”—and of the latter, “praising and flat¬ 
tering you.” Deceive the hearts of the simple. —'Efeworuffi, “ deceive 
out ami out.” They wholly beguiled the souls of the unsuspecting. 

19. For your obedience —The apostle is encouraged to exhort them 
thus, because their obedience, or tractableness, is everywhere re¬ 
ported. This is an echo of i. 8—which shows that “the obedience 
of faith ” is meant. The next clause corroborates this view; he re¬ 
joiced because of their respect for apostolic authority. But yet I 
would have, you—The cie is continuative (though \V. and W. say “ ad¬ 
versative ”): and I wish you to be wise indeed, so as to discern what 
is good, that yon may practice it, but harmless, as to evil—that is, 
with a pure (iusepaiovc) mind, avoid it. This is an echo of Christ’s 
charge to the apostles, “Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless (the 
same word) as doves.” Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 20; Phil. ii. 15. Evil.—Kamo 
—referring perhaps to ananuv, ver. 18. This exhortation is in Paul’s 
method, mingling commendations with counsels — not, as Alford 
thinks, conveying some slight reproof—though it touches on evils 
which had crept into the Church at Rome. 
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20 And 'the God of peace’shall ||bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 

21 "fimotheus my work-fellow, and‘Lucius, and “Jason, 
and 'Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. 

22 I Tcrtius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 

23 " Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth 
you. 'Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, 
and Quartus a brother. 



20. And the God of ponce —(Sec on XV. 33.) Shall bruise Satan under 
your feet —lie means the devil, who foments all the discords which 
ilisturb the Church. Here is an allusion to Gen. iii. 15, and shows 
who is meant by “the serpent.” Shortly. —In a short time—a com¬ 
fortable prediction and promise. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with yon. —Paul’s usual benediction. By grace he means favor— 
the divine blessing. Amen. —There is no MS. authority for Amen. 

21. 'Fimotheus —(Sec on Acts xvi. 1, 2, 3.) My uork-fellow, —Si wep- 
}<k is rendered “helper,” vcr. 3, 0; 2 Cor. i. 24; “laborers together 
with,” 1 Cor. iii. 9; “fellow-helper,” 2 Cor. viii. 23; 3 John 8; 
“companion in labor,” Phil. ii. 25; “fellow-laborers,” Phil. iv. 3; 
1 These, iii. 2; Philemon 1, 24—an unfortunate variety of render¬ 
ings. Lucius, —A Cyrenian. (See on Acts xiii. 1.) Jason,—Prob¬ 
ably the host of Paul and Silas at Thcssalonlca. (See on Acts xvii. 
5-9.) Sosipatcr, —Probably the Sopater who left Corinth with Paul, 
soon after this Epistle was written. (See on Acts xx. 4.) These 
three were “cousins” of Paul (see on ver. 7). It was natural that 
Paul’s converted relatives, especially if ministers, should sometimes 

22. / Tertius, —Probably an Italian. Some identify him with 
Silas, because the Hebrew word corresponding to Tertius sounds 
like Silas—but Silas is A contraction of Silvanus. It is a mark of 
genuineness, that in this inartificial way Paul’s amanuensis should 
insert his salutation in the first person; this is so natural. Paul 
woidd be very likely to tell him, or he would ask permission, to 
send his regards to the brethren at Rome, with some of whom lie 
was probably acquainted. In the Lord. —Not connected with " wrote 
this Epistle,” but with “salute”—denoting a Christian salutation. 

23. Gains —Probably the Cains who was baptised by Paul. 1 Cor. 
i. 14. Mine host, —Paul was entertained by him at Corinth. And 
of the whole church, —Some think this means that the Christians held 
their meetings in his house; but it seems to denote that he was a 
man of unbounded Christian hospitalitv, like the Gains of 3 John 
rw.3. Least ns —.Some identifv Erastus with the Erastus mentioned 
Acts xix. 22 (sec note there), and with Erastus of 2 Tim. iv. 20. lie 
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23 But 'now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commandment of the ever¬ 
lasting God, made known to all nations for "the obedience 
of faith: 

27 To "God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

V Written to the Romans from Corintlms, and sent by Phebe servant 
of the church nt Cenchrea. 


Undivulged. Lit., has been kept in silence. The perfect tense is 
used from Paul’s stand-point—the silence haring been unbroken till 
his time. Since the world began, —Lit., in times of ages. This may 
mean, as Hodge expresses it, “hidden from eternity in the divine 
mind ”— aiones here denoting the eternity a parte ante, ns the aiones 
in ver. 27 refer to the eternity d parte post. Hut the XP ovol t (“in 
times ”) secniB to refer it to the past ages of the world. Paul, ns the 
great divnlger of this secret, frequently alludes to this—e. a., 1 Cor. 
ii. 7-13; Kph. i. 9, 10; iii. 1-12; vi. 19; Col. i. 25, 26, 27; iv. 3, 4. 
(See on Rom. xi. 25.) 

26. lint now is made manifest, —Paul is fond of this word ( ipavepiu ), 
using it frequently in reference to the disclosure of the secret in 
question. Tit. i. 3. And by the scriptures of the prophets, —Lit., and 
through prophetic scriptures—anarthrous—not meaning the books 
of the prophets, but passages referring to this subject contained in 
their writings. The apostles constantly made use of them in pro¬ 
claiming the gospel mystery. Paid has done it largely in this Epis¬ 
tle. Indeed, those predictions concerning n free salvation for Jew 
and Gentile by Jesus, the promised Messiah, constituted the organnm 
by which he wrought, in bringing the world to the obedience of 
faith. Christ himself pursued the same course. Thus, though the 
Gentile world knew nothing of-what was provided for it, and the 
Jew hud hut a very imperfect knowledge of those things, yet when 
the predictions were placed alongside of their fulfillment in Jesus 
Christ, there was a revelation of the secret, which could not but 
result in obedience of faith in the case of every candid inquirer, 
whether Jew or Gentile. According to the commandment of the ever¬ 
lasting Ood, —An appointment—it was not by the apostle’s own 
proper motion that lie proclaimed this mystery, but God himBelf 
arranged, or appointed it. (See on i. 1-6.) The epithet is well 
chosen—it is the same word, or cognate, in all these verses— aionian 
times, ver. 25; the future aiones, endless ages, ver. 27; so here the 
Aionian God! He exists through all the ages, past, present, and 
future. Made known —For obedience of faith, unto all the Gentiles 
made known. (See on i. 6; xv. 18.) 

27. To Ood ortly urise, —Unto an only wise God. Macknight ren¬ 
ders, “To the wise God alone,” and says: "If the translation were 






